Scolairi Simon Cox

By Donnchadh O Duibhir

After being with him nearly a year, | left and went to Bansha, four miles east of the
town of Tipperary. Here, Mr. Simon Cox, an unassuming little man, had the largest
mathematical class in Ireland, and probably in the world, having 157 students,
gathered from every County in Ireland, and some from England.’

Faisnéis i sin & Michael McDermott,
Gaillimheach a thainig aniar chun na
Bainsi taca na bliana 1830, cuntas
a mhuscloéidh suim sa sarmhuinteoir
seo agus ins na tainte macléinn a fuair
scolaiocht uaidh. Mar le McDermott, ba
dhuine des na scolairi fain & a théadh ar
a gcamchuairt i bhfad 6 bhaile ar théir an
léinn. Rugadh sa Choill Mhor, laimh le
hAchadh Raithin é. An chéad mhuinteoir
aige na James Rogers i bhFleascach
is d'fhoghlaim uaidh uimhriocht agus
cuntasaiocht. Ar aghaidh leis ansin go
scoil Bhraithre Phadraig i nDroichead an
Chlairin, é ar I6istin sa Chora. Chuir sé
eolas ann ar ailgéabar, ar ghramadach
agus ar chuntasaiocht. Chun béthair leis
ina dhiaidh sin go Luimneach go scoil
matamaitice Matthew Collins, mar a
bhfuair sé ana-oiliGint sa chéimseatain.
D’ardaigh sé a sheolta aris agus ghaibh
go Caislean Oircin i gcomhgar Chathair Michael McDermott

Chinn Lis. Ba é Thomas McNamara an

maistir mor ansin, né “Father of X”, mar a b’fhearr aithne air, i ngeall ar a chumas san
ailgéabar go hairithe; agus ainm anairde air sa tsuirbhéireacht lena chois. Is i dtigh William
Keyes “a gentleman farmer”i nDrom Caoin a chuir McDermott faoi; agus i ndeireadh
baire rainig sé an Bhainseach agus Simon Cox, mar a thuairiscigh sé thuas.

Dala Cox, “Like Mr. McNamara, he had special branches in which he excelled; these

were the use of the globes, spherical astronomy, analytical geometry, and fluxions”.2
Chaith an Gaillimheach dha bhliain ag bailit eolais uaidh agus & ar l6istin ag “Dairyman
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Peters, near the bridge of Aughahall, about three miles east of Bansha. D’imigh sé leis
ansin ar ais go Connachta: “I bade farewell to hospitable and learned Munster, where,
with a few exceptions, all the great mathematical and classical schools were kept, until
the famine plague of 1848 broke them up™. Bhi ana-oilitint air faoin am sin, agus chuir
sé an bhail chrioch uirthi i scoil Matthew Cunniff in Ath Liag i gCo. Ros Comain.

Niorbh aon stré air, mar sin, a dhintidir a bhaint amach sa tsuirbhéireacht, rud a dhein
sé sa bhliain 1836. Fuair sé post i suirbhéireacht ordanais na hEireann, cuid d& chlram
“examining and translating Irish names into English™. Anonn leis go Sasana ansin agus
chaith roinnt blianta ar a cheird ann. Ach ni raibh deireadh taistil déanta aige fés: sa
bhliain 1842 d’imigh sé go Quebec Cheanada. Bhi ceatai sa scéal, amh: ni ghlacfai lena
dhintidir ann - nior mhoér dé dintidir Cheanada a bhaint amach; ni amhain sin, ach bhi a
" chailiocht féin & éileamh ag Upper Canada agus ag Lower Canada faoi seach. D'éirigh
leis ar ball, ach idir an da linn, fuair sé post mar mhuinteoir in aice le Ottawa.
| sailed up the St. Lawrence and Ottawa rivers to Bytown — then a growing town in
the woods — but now called Ottawa, the seat of the Government of British America. |
engaged as a teacher in a school in Aylmer, nine miles from Bytown (now Ottawa).

Tharla na cailiochtai cui aige, b'fhuirist dé post suirbhéireachta a thail. Niorbh thada da
mhaistri a aithint go raibh mianach thar barr ann, agus fuair sé ardi céime da réir. Thug
Sir William Logan ardmholadh dhé. Ba é sin an scolaire iomraiteach a bhi ina cheann
ar Shuirbhéireacht Geolaiochta na tire sin: is as a ainmniodh Mount Logan sa Yukon,
an sliabh is airde i gCeanada. Bhi McDermott ina chintoir aige agus € ag déanamh
suirbhéireachta ar abhanntrach uachtarach an Ottawa sa bhliain 1845:

Spending a few days there (Bytown) it was my good fortune to enlist in my favour

the aid of Mr. McDermott, Provincial Surveyor.”

Ni gan dua a shaothraigh McDermott a ghradam. Bhain dé seaca dho6 agus é i mbun a
charam sa tir 6 thuaidh. An compéanach a bhi aige, fuair sé bas, agus is ar éigin a thainig
sé féin slan. B’éigean méara a choise clé a theascadh dhe, agus ina theannta sin, méara
a lamh, ach amhain an da ordéig agus luidin na ciotdige. Ni raibh aon chloroform na a
leithéid i gceist , ach thainig sé as:
After the amputation, | soon healed, which | attribute to my strictly temperate habits,
for | never drank spirituous liquor nor used that narcotic weed, tobacco.

Phés sé Mary Connolly taca na bliana 1833, ach cailleadh in Ayimer i sa bhliain 1842:
Adieu, my dear and loving wife,
May your pure soul in Heaven rest,
When | depart this dreary life
May you and | in Heaven be blessed.
Nine years we lived in health and joy
Blessed with two daughters and a boy,
They now are dead, except all but Ellen,
May | meet them with you in Heaven.?
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Ni ardbhéarsaiocht i sin aige. Niorbh fhada
do in uaigneas pé scéal é: phos sé Catherine
Fitzgerald 6 Cho. an Chlair an bhliain dar
gcionn. Saol corrach a bhi in Ottawa sa
bhliain 1849, Reformers agus Tories ag
rascadh a chéile sna Stoney Monday Riofs,
mar a tugadh orthu. Bhi ina throid an la
roimhe sin, leis, agus McDermott i lathair.
Airse a tégadh ar dhroichead ann ach gur
cuireadh suaitheantais na nOraisteach ann.
Dhitltaigh McDermott sidl faoin airse chun
dul trasna. Ina ionad sin “I went to the stream
and nearly knee deep in water reached the
other side™. Luaigh sé fear groi 6 Thiobraid
Arann:

Next came Bill Harrington, about 5’ 10", a
well-built Tipperaryman ... When Bill came
up the guard pulled him fiercely to come and
that he would see him across the bridge.
When on the bridge, Harrington demanded
for peace sake to move the offensive colors. Catherine Fitzgerald McDermott

Hot words followed. Harrington, armed with

a heavy club, knocked him (the guard) down and broke his sword. Sooner than one can
describe the deed, the arch colors and emblems were mingled with bleeding heads under
and over the bridge."?

Nior éalaigh McDermott gan leonadh,cé nar mhor é: “I went home. | had but one black
eye”!". Chuaigh an chiréip chomh mér sin i gcionn air gur bhailigh sé féin is a bhean is a
chlann leo as Bytown agus d’imigh go Milwaukee. Bhunaigh sé scoil ann agus d'éirigh
go maith leis, ach b’fhearr leis a shaincheird féin, agus ni hionadh gur ghaibh sé |éi aris.
Ba mhér an sasamh do gur ceapadh ina innealtéir cathrach é. Nior fhan sé i Milwaukee,
amh; d’imigh sé go Chicago, mar a raibh se i bpairtiocht le William Clogher ar feadh
bliana. Dhein City Surveyor agus City Supervisor de ina dhiaidh sin, abhar maoite ag
fear na Gaillimhe. Scriobh sé leabhar mér cuimsitheach ar an tsuirbhéireacht: The
Civil-Engineer and Surveyor’s Manual: comprising Engineering, Practical Astronomy,
Geodetic Jurisprudence, Analysis of Minerals, Soils, Grains, Vegetables, Valuation of
Lands, Buildings, Permanent Structures, Etc. (Chicago 1879). Scanradh ceart a bhfuil de
I&éann ann, mar is l&ir 6n dteideal, agus niorbh é a dhearmad gan earraiocht a bhaint as
luachail Griffith ann:

To the late Sir Richard Griffith, | am indebted for his “Manuai of Instructions*which

he had the kindness to send me, May 23, 1861."

Diol suime an chaoi ar chuir sé an Valuation in oiridint dos na Stait. Mar shampla, bhi
tabla ag Griffith: General Average Prices of 100 Ibs. wheat, oats, barley, butter, beef,
pork, mutton, flax. Ach chuir McDermott aguisin leis: maize, rice, hemp, tobacco, cotton,
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sugar. Déanann sé tagairt, leis, d’'innealtéiri Eireannacha, fear Thiobraid Arann, Edmund
Leahy, orthu:
The work on hydraulics by Mr. Neville, surveyor for Louth, and that on roads by my
school-fellow, Edmond Leahy, county surveyor for Cork, are generally in the hands
of every engineer."

Mir eile aige, ni bheifi ag suil leis: “ Remarkable Proof of a Supreme Being”. Seo mar a
mhinigh sé an scéal:
It was on the night of the 13" January, 1867, as we revelled in a pleasant starry
dream, that we heard the words “God has given the Cross to man, the emblem of
and guide to salvation. He has also made the Southern Cross a guide in Surveying
and Navigation”. Not a moment was lost in seeing if this was so."

Dhein sé dreas beag riomhaireacht réalteolaiochta ansin i gcruthtinas dé féin go raibh an
ceart aige, agus bhi sé sasta:
We rejoice at the valuable discovery, but struck with awe at the forethought of the
Great Creator in ordaining such an infallible guide.'

Bhi an t-adh leis nar loisceadh téacs an Manual i dtine mhér Chicago:
| lost thirty two pages of the present edition of 1000 copies in the great Chicago fire,
Oct. 9" and 10™, 1871, with my type and engravings; this caused some expense
and delay.'®

Fuair Michael McDermott bas sa bhliain 1888. Fillimis ar a oide muinte, ar Simon Cox na
Bainsi. Ni gach scolaire leis a failtiodh roimhe. Bhi de mhi-adh ag Ciarraioch diobh olc
a chur ar fhile mér na haite, ar Dhiarmaid O Riain agus thainig de sin aoir nimhneach ar
an gcoimhthioch:

From Kerry Shire this rogue came here, on some important accusation,

and took a flight, by day or night, to shun condign incarceration.”

Tagraitear don scoil:
To go to school this wicked tool makes it his daily occupation
to Bansha Cross, to Mr. Cox, to pick some scraps of education.’®

Luaitear Ashgrove, baile dichais Dhiarmada:
Where'er he’s found, on Erin’s ground, in any strolling avocation,
to bring him whole, body and soul, to Ashgrove, without hesitation,
till I enforce the law, of course, in its severest application,
against this cur without demur, compassion, love or mitigation. °

Beifear dian air:

If to this glen he comes again, | pledge my candid affirmation,
that his backside and lousy hide will get a wholesome flagellation. 2°
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Ceithre line agus ocht6 ata sa dan, crioch “ — ation”le gach line, agus gach tarchaisne
agus achasan is taire na a chéile a chaitheamh leis an strainséir ann - biodh geall gur
ghread sé leis gan mhoill.

Scolaire iomraiteach eile a bhi ag Cox na Thomas Guerin (1818-1887) a bhfuil tuairisc
air ag Denis Marnane.?' D’aistrigh Cox 6 ait go hait i rith a shaoil, agus lean Guerin é on
mBainseach go dti Laitean, agus as sin go Sulchéid. Ach is ar a scoil sa Ghallbhaile is
fearr eolas, mar bhi scolaire mor eile ina mhacléinn aige ann. Ba é sin Patrick Weston
Joyce 6 Ghleann Qisin i gCo. Luimnigh. Chuir seisean tuilleadh is triocha leabhar d&
bhois, chaith tamall ina ardmhaistir ar Mhodhscoil Chluain Meala, agus a ceapadh ar ball
ina cheann ar Cholaiste Qiliina Shraid Mhaoilbhride; ainm anairde air, leis, mar gheall ar
a chuid leabhar ar cheol na hEireann. D’fhag sé cuntas ar scoil Cox:
The year before going to Mitchelstown | attended a science school of a very
different character kept by Mr. Simon Cox in Galbally, a little village in Limerick
under the shadow of the Galty Mountains. This was a very rough sort of school, but
mathematics and the use of the globes were well taught. There were about forty
students. Half a dozen were grown boys, of whom | was one; the rest were men,
mostly young, but a few in middle life — schoolmasters bent on improving their
knowledge of science in preparation for opening schools in their own parts of the
country.?

Abhar iontais ag an Seoigheach n& na scolairi go |éir, geall leis, bheith ag caitheamh an

phiopa istigh, agus an maistir ina bhfarradh:
And each scholar took his smoke without ceremony in the schoolroom whenever
he pleased, so that the room was never quite clear of the fragrant blue haze. |
remember well on one occasion, a class of ten, of whom | was one, sitting round
the master, whose chair stood on a slightly elevated platform, and all, both master
and scholars, were smoking, except myself. The lesson was on some of the hard
problems in Luby’s Euclid, which we had been unable to solve, and of which Mr.
Cox was now showing us the solutions. He made his diagram for each problem
on a large slate turned towards us.....And when at last someone had to ask a
brief question, Mr. Cox removed his pipe with his left hand and uttered a few
monosyllabic words, which enabled us to pick up the lost thread; then, replacing
the pipe, he went on in silence as before®.

Luby ud thuas, ba & an tUrramach Thomas Luby ¢ Chluain Meala & (1799-1870), uncail
do Thomas Clarke Luby. Bhi ainm anairde ar an Urramach Luby le matamaitic, go hairithe
sa triantanacht agus sa réalteolaicht, agus roinnt leabhar scriofa aige orthu. Curam eile
ina theannta sin air i gColaiste na Trionoide, é ina Regius Professor of Greek.

Maidir leis an Seoigheach, ba & peata beag na scoile €, mar go mbiodh an fheaddg sa
phoéca i gconai aige:
Some dozen or more of the scholars were always in attendance in the mornings
half an hour before the arrival of the master, of whom | was sure to be one — what
could they do without me? — and then out came the fife, and they cleared the
floor for a dance. It was simply magnificent to see and hear these athletic fellows
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dancing on the bare boards with their thick-soled well-nailed heavy shoes - so as to
shake the whole house. And not one in the lot was more joyous than | was; for they
were mostly good dancers and did full justice to my spirited strains. At last in came
the master; there was no cessation; and he took his seat, looking on complacently
till that bout was finished, when | put up my fife, and the serious business of the day
was commenced.?

Biodh geall go mbeadh Cox méralach as an trii mérscolaire da chuid, as Thomas
Guerin, da mb’eol dé a ghaisce i gCeanada agus i Sasana Nua, gur glacdh chun an
bharra &, gur ceapadh ina Iéachtéir le matamaitic in Ollscoil McGill i Montreal € sa bhliain
1845,%° go mbeadh mac leis ina mhéara ar Montreal. A chur san aireamh, leis, Thomas
a bheith ina shuirbhéir agus ina innealtéir nétalta, agus gur thég sé droichid agus béithre
iarainn i gCeanada, i gCuba, san Astrail agus sna Stait. Bhi baint aige leis an American
Association for the Advancement of Science; 1éigh sé paipéar doibh in 1857.%5 Mar le fear
nar leag cos thar tairseach ollscoile le linn a éige, ba mhér an éacht é. Ach bhailigh se
chuige a raibh le foghlaim i scoileanna scairte a dhuathai, 6 Fahy, Lorigan agus Morrissey
in Imleach, 6 Clarke san Rath Ard, 6 Casey i Srénaill, 6 Dennehy i Laitean agus i gCill
Tile, 6 O'Brien i gCill Mocheallég, 6 McGrath na Ceapai Mdbire, gan tracht ar na hoidi ti
a bhi aige — Danaher, Cormack, Ryan agus Bergin. Tugtar an chraobh, amh, do Simon
Cox, sa Bhainseach, i Laitean agus i Sulchéid. Féach na habhair teagaisc a bhi aige i
Laitean; Mensuration, gauging, plane and spherical trigonometry, the use of globes, conic
sections and some algebra.?” Chaith Guerin seal ina mhuinteoir i Scoil na Mainisteach
i mbaile Thiobraid Arann, ach chaith sé in aer é in 1843. D’imigh sé go Ceanada agus
d’éirigh thar barr leis, mar a miniodh thuas.

Focal scoir: Ta sé scriofa i gcaipéisi Scoil Churrach Puir, tuairim is s& mhile 6 thuaidh den
mBainseach, go raibh Simon Cox ina mhuinteoir ann taca na bliana 1870:

An entry for 1872 records that Simon Cox was incapacitated from further efficient
discharge of duty and he was recommended for a retirement gratuity of 45-12-0.28

Arbh é Simon seo ‘gainne €? Gheobhadh, gan dabht, ach nil a dhearbhd agam; n6 mac
leis, b’théidir, n6 mac dearthar? Bhi trilir de mhuintir Cox ar fhoireann na scoile in 1870:
Simon, Jeremiah agus Alexandra. Pé reiteach ata ar an gceist sin, is cinnte gur chéir
agus gur chui scéal Simon Cox a riomhadh agus a dhiol 6modis a thabhairt do.
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