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Itgives me great pleasure to welcome one and all to

Templemore this afternoon for the 2002 Younge's The e
Micheél de Burca

Ragg Mid-Tipperary Senior Hurling Final. Today we
welcome back Moycarkey-Borris to the big stage after a
prolonged absence. Their opponents are the almost perennial Loughmore-
Castleiney, whose experience makes them favourites in many people's minds.
Moycarkey-Borris, however, demonstrated true grit and determination in their
hard fought victory over Sarsfields in the Semi-final. With their skillful mix of youth
and experience they will fancy their chances of taking the title today.

The Rossmore Construction Mid Junior B Hurling Final sees Sarsfields and Drom-
Inch renew rivalries a week after a gripping Under-21 final between the same
clubs. If today’s final is as good then we have a treat in store

Congratulations to the local committee on their endeavours which culminate
today in the official opening of the new facilities. Their efforts are living proof of
what makes the Gaelic Athletic Association the greatest voluntary body not just
in ireland but far beyond. Long may such efforts bear fruit.

CLAR AN LAE

1.15 PM Roskeen Construction Junior B Hurling Final

DROM-INCH V THURLES SARSFIELDS

3.30 PM Younge's The Ragg Senior Hurling Final
LOUGHMORE-CASTLEINEY

v
MOYCARKEY-BORRIS

Reiteoir: Tom Ryan

Moycarkey-Borris G.A.A. Club — would like to thank the following sponsors for their
support of the team:- John Ryan Mini Bus Hire, Littleton; Brennan’s Bar, Liberty Square,
Thurles; Bannon's Bar, Two-Mile-Borris; Horse & Jockey Hotel; Greenvale Animal
Feeds, Thurles; Corcoran's Bar, Two-Mile-Borris; Centenary Co-op, Ballyduff.
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CAMPION MAHER AND SPARROW INSURANCES
Croke Street, Thurles, Co. Tipperary, Ireland.
Tel +353 (0) 504 21444 Fax +353 (0) 504 21427

Email: cms@eircom.net

e Insurance Brokers ®

CROKE STREET,
THURLES

(0504) 21444

Tel/Fax: (0504) 32339
Ta ffy,s Ba l' Email: taffysbar@eircom.net
PROP:

and Sh op Taffy & Eileen McGrath
Westing Zoagémm gaddwwq EW

Success in the

= Taffy's Shop for all your daily Pool table and dart board in new
requirements lounge.

» Shop Open Daily 9am to 11pm » Fresh sandwiches made daily,

* For an enjoyable atmostphere and teas, coffee and other snacks also

comfortable surroundings call to available.

Taffy's bar. » Beer Garden open in Summer.
+ Spacious new lounge available for  Proud supporters of all

private parties. Loughmore / Castleiney
» Live music regularly. Football & Hurling Team.

WE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK
ALL OUR CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
Well done to our U-12’s football hurling teams on
winning the double County Finals.
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“The Sweeney’s of Whitefield”

BY JOHN COSTIGAN

ne of the most fascinating things
Oabout the G.A.A. is the huge

impact made by certain families on
G.A.A. affairs in their parishes. It is particu-
larly noticeable in closely knit rural parish-
es. A close examination of the make up of
the Loughmore-Castleiney teams over the
years will show the huge impact different
families have made in their marvellous suc-
cess story. To me the contribution of the
Sweeney family of Whitefield can stand
beside the best.

The Sweeneys as their cousins in Temple-
tuohy have made a huge contribution to
the G.A.A. in their respective parishes. It
was fortunate for the Loughmore-
Castleiney club that Ned and Catherine
Sweeney, both now gone to their eternal
reward, should settle in Whitefield and
raise a large family of seven boys and four
girls. All the family have been involved in
both the playing and coaching side of
Gaelic games for many years.

The first member of the family that | came
into contact with was Jimmy at Temple-
more C.B.S. in the late sixties. Even though
scarcely fifteen years of age he was a mem-
ber of the school senior team that cap-
tured the Munster Senior and Junior (B)
titles in 1968, in the company of such
future stars as Timmy Delaney and Tommy
Butler of Drom-Inch. His wholehearted
approach to the game endeared him to
both players and mentors. Having left the
C.B.S. he was immediately involved with
the various teams in the Loughmore-
Castleiney club and always made a huge
contribution. Although Jimmy missed out in
Loughmore-Castleiney’s County Senior
Football victory in 1973 he came back to
capture a number of County Football
championship medals in the red and
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green. Work commitments meant that he
spent some time in Wexford where Jimmy
came under the influence of Liam Griffin or
vice versa as both worked side by side at
club level. In later years having returned to
work in Thurles, Jimmy once more gave his
allegiance as did his family to the Lough-
more-Castleiney club where his work as
team mentor, underage coach and referee
is proving invaluable. Another of the
Sweeneys, Tommy, figured prominently on
many victorious teams at Templemore
C.B.S. and in the Loughmore-Castleiney
colours usually as a culbaire.

When Templemore C.B.S. captured the
Harty Cup and All-Ireland colleges title in
1978, not surprisingly there was a Sweeney
on the panel. Arguably one of the most tal-
ented of the clann, Joey captured Rice
Cup, Croke Cup, Fitzgerald Cup, Harty Cup
and All-lreland colleges medals in the
maroon singlet of Templemore C.B.S. Joey
was an excellent corner forward and | can
recall a brilliant display by him at corner
forward in the Harty Cup semi-final v St
Flannan’s, Ennis in 1979, which incidently
Templemore lost by five points (2-8 to
0-9). While Joey played with Loughmore
subsequently he had drifted away from the
parish for work purposes when Lough-
more-Castleiney made the big break-
through in the early eighties in the hurling
world. He thus was not part of their suc-
cess story.

Eamon Sweeney will be forever remem-
bered as the man that carried the Dan
Breen Cup back to Loughmore for the very
first time in 1988. A most versatile player
that was equally at home in goal or in any
defensive position. In 1988 he formed an
impenetrable half back line with Pat
McGrath and Jim Maher when Loughmore-



Castleiney defeated Borrisoleigh on that
never-to-be forgotten Saturday in October
'88. Eamon played a major roll in all Lough-
more-Castleiney hurling victories in the
eighties and nineties and he is still very
much involved in all aspects of G.AA.
activities, coaching and managing teams at
both juvenile and adult level. A proud
moment for Eamon and family was on Sep-
tember 8th when son Evan lined out with
Tipp in the All-Ireland minor hurling final v
Kilkenny. Even though Evan tasted defeat
on that afternoon, such is his enthusiasm
for Gaelic games that he lined out the fol-
lowing Wednesday for his school in a pre-
season friendly. With that type of commit-
ment and enthusiasm | have no doubt but
he will develop into a player of note.

The youngest boy in the family Gerry has
also figured both for Our Lady’s Secondary
and Loughmore-Castleiney in both hurling
and football.

As Loughmore-Castleiney step out this
afternoon in quest of another mid-Tip-

perary senior hurling title they will be
counting their good fortune in having many
committed families in their midst similar to
the Sweeneys that has made their club the
envy of many others.

Lest anyone think that Loughmore-
Castleiney having made a big impact on the
Senior hurling scene in Mid-Tipp over the
past twenty years will fade from promi-
nence in the future, they should bear in
mind that in 2002 the club has captured
county honours in both U-12 hurling and
football.

This is due to an excellent coaching sys-
tem in place in the parish being imple-
mented by many dedicated past players
amongst them the Sweeney brothers as
well as others. Allied to that the contribu-
tion of the primary schools in the parish
under the direction of John Treacy and
Stephen Maher will ensure that Lough-
more-Castleiney will be a force in the hurl-
ing world of Mid-Tipperary well into the
third millennium.

e

Roadstone Provinces Ltd.

Mid West Region — Holycross, Thurles
Telephone: 0504 43219/43143

Sponsors of Mid Tipp
Intermediate Hurling Championship

|
1 ~ Concrete Blocks ~ Readymix Concrete ~ Redland Tiles ~
~ Stone, Sand, Gravel ~ Ormond Brick ~

Roadstone Provinces Ltd.,
Killough, Thurles

~ Tarmacadam ~

Roadstone Provinces Ltd.,
Cahir Abbey, Cahir

~ Stone, Sand, Gravel ~ Readymix Concrete ~
~ Concrete Blocks ~ Ormond Brick ~

S
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JOHN O’KEEFFE 0
MOYCARKEY-BORRIS CAPTAIN M YNIHAN
s ALUMINIUM

is one of the feam's most experienced players. John
won a Mid minor hurling fille in 1981 and three years

later caplained the club fo win a Mid U-21 hurling fitle Killinan, Thurles
fifle and were beaten in that year's county decider by i
Roscrea SUQQIIQFS of

He graduated to the senior side in 1985 and has been
a permanent member of the squad since playing in * PV.C. Aluminium
numerous positions. While championship honours eluded
h:n he has the honour of winning three Cahill Cup tro- Windows & Doors
phies.

On the 1991 team, John had his fellow colleague of . i >
today Eamon Donnelly, while Jack Caesar and David Fog- Commercial Shop Fronts,

arty of that team are selectors in 2002. Willie Ryan man- : ks
e of Moswaain Boir ke i i seclor by 1091 Conservatoriesa Speciality

John O'Keeffe, propriefor of a well known garage busi-

ness af the Horse & Jockey has also acted as club selector All SUpphed & Fitted
over the years. John hopes to bring the Leahy Cup back to

the fomous hurling sironghold alfer an ugsence of 20 Tel: 0504-21200
years. Then Jock Bergin the honour and started o

great run of successes which we hope this team of 2002 of Fax: 0504-21788

youth and experience will emulate.

ROSKEEN
CONSTRUCTION

Nodstown, Boherlahan, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Tel: 0504-41256 Mobile: 087-2531871 Fax: 0504-41256

SPONSORS OF THE
JUNIOR B HURLING FINAL

* New Houses ® Extensions
* Specialists in the Renovations of Old Houses
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THURLES SARSFIELDS

(1)
TONY COMAN

Fir lonaid:

(16) KIERAN
0’CONNOR (2) (3) (4)
(SUB-GOALIE) TONY O’MEARA COLM DUGGAN  MAURICE NELLIGAN
PHILLY HAYES
DAVID MURPHY

RAYMOND (5) (6) (7)
O’RIORDAN NOEL SKEHAN PETER BRODERICK  CONOR STAPLETON

BARRY
McLOUGHLIN

NOEL DUNDON (8) (9)

TREVOR COOKE JIM CORBETT JACKIE GRIFFIN

ANDY ROSSITER

EAMONN GLEESON

el JAMIE BARRETT MARK WADE SHANE RYAN
JOHN HAYES

DONAL DUGGAN

BRIAN

O’LOUGHLIN (13) (14) (13}

SEAMUS QUINN LIAM DUGGAN STEPHEN RYAN

R R Rl  EEc s e v oosssososncnonsssesnssscssssnonosnscsssssssss
THURLES SARSFIELDS Cuil Cilini Seachai : BSrn_ [
1adh leath - N ’
2adh leath | [

Saor Pocanna

JOMLAN !
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(2)
NICHOLAS RYAN

(5)

Colours: Green and White

(1)
PADRAIG RYAN
Fir lonaid:
(3) (4) (16) MICHAEL BUTLER

EAMON KIELY SEAMUS HASSETT EiRW CTVRGITS

(18) MICHAEL KENNEDY

(6) (7) (19) DICKIE KENNEDY

JONATHAN O'CONNOR  NOEL McLOUGHLIN  LIAM McLOUGHLIN  [FFSRyopapenpen

(21) DECLAN RYAN

(8) 9) (22) JAMES WOODCOCK
JOHN CAHILL SHANE KENNEDY (23) COLM DOOLEY
(24) JOE EGAN
(10) (11) (12) (25) JEROME RYAN
KEVIN NOLAN  BRENDAN McGRATH CIARAN McGRATH

(13)
JOHN EGAN
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| DROM - INCH

| ladh leaT1
23(”_1 ieath_
IOM_LAN

(26) WILLIE LOWRY

(27) JAMES RYAN
(14) (15)
JOHN McGRATH BENNY KENNEDY

(28) PAUL O’MEARA

‘ Cdail ; Cdilini | Seachai l 65m
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LOUGHMORE-CASTLEINEY

Colours: Red and Green

(1)
S. 0 Gliasain
Fir lonaid: JOHN GLEESON
(16) D. de Birca
DEREK BURKE (2) 3) 4)
“?} G. MU(SUIbhHB E 0 thlln M Muf(fﬂ“h
GARRY SWEENEY AN. OTHER NED RYAN MICK McGRATH
(18) N. 0 Ginnéide
(5) (6) (7)
NOEL KENNEDY 4 p ;
_ 1. 0 Gionga D. 0 Ginnéide S. 0 Ginneide
(19) T. 0 Longdin TOM KING DAVID KENNEDY JOHN KENNEDY
TOMMY LONG
(20 ®) )
BRENDAN HEALY N. 0 MUIRIS N. 0 Cathail
(2 P MacCaith NOEL MORRIS (CAPT) NOEL CAHILL
PAT McGRATH
. (10) (11) (12)
2] 0w M. 0 Gliasdin M. Webster D. Lafan

bl U MARTIN GLEESON  MICHEAL WEBSTER  DECLAN LAFFAN
(23) D.GBulguir
DECLAN BOLGER (13) (14) (15)

(24) T. 0 Meachair E. MacSuibhne 1.0 Rua S. 0 Buachdin
TOM MAHER EVAN SWEENEY TOMMY ORMONDE SEAMUS BOHAN

(25) D. Mac Craith
DAVID McGRATH
(Sub-Goalie)

(AR R R R R R R R R R R L R R N N NN

LOUGHMORE/CASTLEINEY Cuil Cailini Seachai 65m Saor Pocanna

1adh leath
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MOYCARKEY-BORRIS

Colours: Red and Yellow

1)

A. 0 Cuana
AUSTIN COONEY Fir lonaid:
(17) S. 0 Ceallaigh
(2) (3) 4 JOHN KELLY
D. 0 hAonasa P. 0 Diomasaigh S. 0 Caoimh %
DONNACHA HENNESSEY ~ PAUL DEMPSEY  JOHN O’KEEFFE (CAPT) PRALSA LY
KEN RYAN
(5) (6) 7 (19) C.0 Rigin
P. 0 Comdin E. 0 Rigin E. 0 Donnaile COLM RYAN (G)
PAT COMAN EAMON RYAN EAMON DONNELLY [P SSFAS
; aimn
TOMAS RYAN
(8) (9)
.0 Rigin 5. 0 Meachir N0 Sepyend
COLM RYAN (B) JOHN MAHER DAVID SHEPPARD
(22) A. MacGeirble
(10) (amn ) ANTHONY KIRBY
S. 0 Flannaggin .0 Giara W. 0 Diomasaigh (23) PJ. 0 Flannagin
JOHNNY FLANAGAN PAT CAREY WILLIAM DEMPSEY sl
(24) E. de Buitléir
(13) (.M) .“5} EOGHAN BUTLER
R. 0 Deordin M. 0 haisi R. 0 Coigligh tn
ROBERT DORAN MICHAEL HASSETT  RICKY QUIGLEY hm_ K. 0 Riogéin
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IOMLAN

13

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council



JORN

O'KEEFIFE

CAR SALES
& SERVICE

Horse & Jockey
Thurles

Phone: (0504) 44176

O’DWYER

CONSTRUCTION
0 THURLES LTD

Blackcastle,
Two-Mile-Borris,
Thurles.

Tel: (0504) 44153
Fax: (0504) 44651

,D 4, £
"tq-"v Moy W

Main Building, Industrial &
Civil Engineering Contractors

Dempsey &

Harold Motors

Two-Mile-Borris
Thurles

(0504) 44391

CAR SALES

& SERVICE

EAMON RYAN
CAR SALES LTD

Ballymoreen,

Littleton, Thurles
®

Tel: (0504) 44340
Fax: (0504) 44590

MAIN SUBARU DEALER

Best of luck to
Moycarkey Borris

&> SUBARLU




The Late John Flanagan

BY JOHN COSTIGAN

en the Moycarkey-Borris Club come
Wo the forefront as they have in 2002
by reaching the mid-Tipperary Senior
Hurling final after a period in the wilderness,
certain heroes of the past from that marvel-
lous club come to our mind. It is a club with
one of the greatest traditions in the premier
county. On two occasions in the not too dis-
tant past they had two marvellous G.A.A.
functions to celebrate the deeds of the
mighty men from the Horse and Jockey and
Two-Mile-Borris who led Tipperary to All-Ire-
land success at senior level.

To this scribe whose memory does not
stretch back to that era as you can readily
understand my great hero from that parish is
none other than the late John Flanagan
whose all two short life ended on the 9th
September, 1994. As one that had the privi-
lege of playing for a number of years on inter-
county teams at various levels with John, |
came to admire him as a most wholehearted
player that never speared himself in the pur-
suit of victory. Allied to his fiery approach he
possessed tremendous skill and his ability to
strike both left and right when in full flight
enabled him to cause many problems to
many defenders during his career.

| first came to see him play in 1963 when he
caught my eye playing for Thurles C.B.S. in the
Croke Cup. Even at that stage in his career
one realised he was destined for the big time.

He played County Minor in 1964, 1965
without any silverware coming his way. In
1966 and 1967 he had the honour of playing
(U-21) hurling for Tipperary winning an All-Ire-
land medal in that grade in 1967 in the com-
pany of such future stars as John Kelly, Tadhg
O'Connor, Seamus Hogan, P.J. Ryan, Noel O'D-
wyer and Loughmore’s Jackie Walsh. Such
was the impact that he made at (U-21) he
was drafted into the Tipp senior team and

played centre forward against Kilkenny in

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council

1967 when John Doyle was going for his ninth
All-lreland medal. Despite Flanagan's best
efforts on the day against no less a player
than Pat Henderson he failed to add the
senior medal to his (U-21) pennant.

He bounced back in 1968 to play a big part
in Tipperary’s League final victory over Kil-
kenny in a tempestuous final in Croke Park.
Having enjoyed his trip to America in May '68
as the league final prize he arrived back to
face an investigation into that final, that saw
both himself and the late Ollie Walsh denied
the chance to participate in that year's
championship.

Many believe that his boss in All-lreland
final in 1968 v Wexford was the difference
between defeat and victory.

Not one to lie down and feel sorry for him-
self he bounced back in no uncertain style
and following a few championship defeats in
1969 and 1970, he played a major roll in Tip-
perary’s All-Ireland senior victory in 1971. He
is best remembered for his winning point ver-
sus Limerick in that never to be forgotten
Munster final in Killarney in July 1971. He
made a major contribution in final v Kilkenny
when Tipperary came out on top by 5-17 to
5-14. One would have expected John at that
stage to capture more celtic crosses but alas
that was not to be.

He played into the late seventies for Tip-
perary at Senior level but no more provincial
or national silverware came his way.

At club level he was one of the most com-
petitive players in the mid Division and Moy-
carkey’s return to prominence at both divi-
sional and County level coincided with the
latter years of his career. Apart from his All-
Ireland successes | believe in 1982 when
Moycarkey captured the Dan Breen Cup after
492 years it was his greatest moment on the
hurling field. Such was his impact on that vic-
tory he was honoured by being nominated as
Tipperary hurler of the year in 1982. When

(15)



AUSTIN ¢ WMIAUREEIN
BRODERICK

The Ragg,Thurles
Phone: (0504) 51134

Best wishes to
Drom & Inch Team

BOHERNANANE, THURLES
Phone: (0504) 22999 After hours: (0504) 23304

Best wishes to Drom & Inch Team




Moycarkey-Borris won the Munster club title
latter that year John collected a prized Mun-
ster club medal,

An unfortunate defeat in All-lreland semi-
final v Loughiel shamrocks denied John the
chance of playing in another All-Ireland. This
did not deter him and in 1984 when Moy-
carkey captured the county final once more,
John played a vital role in the company of his
brothers, Billy and Jim, the Quigley’s, Ryan’s,
Bergins, Tom Doran and many other wonder-
ful servants of the famous club singlet.

Even though John in keeping with family
tradition had a keen interest in horses he
continued to play at junior level for Moy-
carkey-Borris for many years such was his love
for the hurley and sliotar.

His death in September '94 stunned us all,
that numbered ourselves amongst his friends
but his loss was minimal compared to that of
his wife Peg and children Tomas, Noirin and
Ann Marie as well as his extended immediate
family.

As Moycarkey-Borris trot out today to con-
test the Mid-Tipp showpiece for 2002 it will

John Flanagan in New York with Tipp league cham-
pions 1969, Back row (1. to r): Patsy Roland, Jimmy
Rvan, the late John Flanagan and Mat Stapleton.
Front row (L 1o r.): Noel O'Gorman, John Costigan
and Phil Lowery.

be the memory of men like John Flanagan and
other former stars now gone to their eternal
reward that will inspire the team of 2002 to
up their game to a higher scale increasing
their chances of taking the Johnny Leahy Cup
back to their proud parish once more.

MacLochlainn woan markines) Ltd.

The longest establisbed road marking company in Ireland
ROAD MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

SPECIALISTS IN:

* Road and Car Park Markings
* Lettering * Arrows ¢ Numerals
* Road Marking Removal * Dust Free Water Jetting
= Surface Preparation & Treatment

Approved agents for Permastud “Cals Eyes” Road Housings
Bimagrip Anti-Skid Surfaces and Aquaflex Rain Safety Markings

Dublin Head Office:

21, PROSPECT ROAD, DUBLIN 9.
Telephone: 01-8309107/8309833 Fax: 01-8309526
Munster Office:

PARNELL STREET, THURLES
Telephone: 0504-23355 Fax: 0504-23587
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 CORCORAN’S
Park Avenne Eounse
Friar St, Thurles. Tel: (0504) 21144

Bar & Restaurant of Distinction

Lunches served daily

Evening meals:
Tuesday to Saturday 6 — 9.30 p.m.
Under the personal supervision of Niall Corcoran

Wishing both teams the best of luck in the Mid Final

The Tom O’Hara Perpetual Trophy
will be presented to the
“MAN OF THE MATCH?” in today’s Senior Final.

The trophy is named in honour of the late
Tom O’Hara from Fennor in the Parish of
Gortnahoe-Glengoole, who served as
Secretary of the Mid-Board for many years.

JIMMY FOGARTY - a4

Two-MiLE-BORRIS, THURLES gont punting
Tel: 0504-44181 L s
~ - L

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council




WSSO 0NN U A3[Sme) Y ‘ajady, O wyof ‘unie?) g ‘unspuj .| Suuygop wayopy o \asdwacy worg
(3 @ ")) MO JUQ L "UDAY WOy AJfaunoc] uuownsy W) o :T::__:_‘.u_.x B K2UOOT) UNSNY ASS2UUIH DYIDUNOCT "UPLO(] HaqoM "UDAY R e |
{4 01 °J) MOL YODG "SSOLINJOJ 1D [Dulf-1uas 241 wl SpIaYsavs sapany | Sunvafap Kq ppurf HHS Py 241 10f parfijonb 10yl wpa) SLLOG-A2Y0I80p Y |




Mid Titles

Compiled by P.J. Leahy, PRO Mid Board

Moycarkey-Borris
Two Mile Borris: 1919
Moycarkey / Thurles: 1920
Moycarkey Borris: 19292, '23, '94,'926, 1930, 31, '32, '33, '34, '37,

'40, '43, '65, '67, '71, '81, '82.
Last appearance in a Mid Final was in 1991. Lost replay against Holycross.

Did you know: In 1899 Horse & Jockey defeated Two Mile Borris in the
Co. Final, after a replay by 2-8 to 2-4 and the following year (1900) Two Mile
Borris received a walk-over from Moycarkey in the county final.

Loughmore Castleiney

In 1980 Loughmore / Castleiney won the County Intermediate Hurling
Championship when they defeated Kildangan by 2-14 to 0-5. As a result of
that victory they went senior the following year and in 1983 they won their
first Mid Senior Hurling title. This success was mainly due to the outstanding
performances of their minors and U-21 hurling teams of the middle '70s and
early '80s.

1974,'76,°77,'78 and '79 they won the Minor A Hurling crown in Mid Tipp.
1979, '81 and '82 they collected the U-21 ‘A’ Mid Tipp titles.

They lost the '83 and '87 County finals to Borrisoleigsh and Cappawhite
respectively. In 1988 they won their first and only Co Senior hurling title when
they defeated Borrisoleigh in the final.

EDDIE JOE’S BAR & LOUNGE

- Thurles Road, Templemore
Phone 0504 32272

Bt Thahed ca'dth o eomts, 1
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The History 0f
Templewore Sports Field

playing pitch from the Urban Councll

in 1924, the pitch and facilities at
Pairc Shileain have undergone many
changes, culminating in the excellent
facility that will be officially opened and
blessed today with the staging of the pre-
mier hurling showpiece in mid Tipperary,
the Senior Final between Loughmore-
Castleiney and Moycarkey Borris.

Prior to 1924 the Templemore pitch
was acquired in 1911 from the Cardens
and was situated in Woodville near the
Garda Training Centre but was exchanged
with the Urban Council for the present
pitch. However, shortly after obtaining
the property there were many difficult
times ahead, with the formation of a
Rugby Club in the town in 1925 and they
met with a favourable response from the
Urban Council as some of its members
were initiators of the Rugby Club when
they applied for the use of the pitch to
play Rugby games.

The unsatisfactory situation with two
opposing clubs using the same pitch
caused problems and divisions and the
Urban Council who were responsible for
the lease of the property were also divid-
ed. Although the G.A.A. club secured a
number of five year leases the terms
obtained were not very satisfactory as no
training was allowed on the pitch, the
club had to apply for permission to hold
matches, pay a certain fee per match and
only members of the club were allowed
on the pitch and any onlookers had to be

Since the acquisition of the present

kept outside the timber railing which sur-
rounded the field.

In March 1946 a Sportsfield Improve-
ments Committee was formed and they
actively pursued the securing of a ninety
nine-year lease. Numerous meetings were
held in an attempt to come to a com-
bined agreement and finally on 30 Octo-
ber 1953 an agreement was signed by
Sean McCarthy, Munster Council GAA
Secretary, Phil Purall, Tipperary GAA Sec-
retary, James Cahill, Secretary of Temple-
more Eire Og GAA with J.J. Walsh, Patrick
Barry and Edward Stock representing the
Urban Council during 1952. The grounds
had been railed in and embankments to
accommodate 12,000 people were pro-
vided with sideline seating for 4,000. Toi-
lets and a scoreboard were erected and
the playing pitch and been drained and
resodded. The enhanced facility which
did not contain its own dressing rooms
was dedicated to Naomh Sileain and was
blessed and officially opened by Rev
Philip Fogarty, PP, Templemore on 8 May,
1955, with Tipperary playing Wexford in a
Senior Hurling tournament.

In September 1965 a field develop-
ment committee under the chairmanship
of Fr O'Grady CC was set up and their
immediate task was the provision of
Dressing Rooms which were completed in
1968 by voluntary and direct labour at a
cost of £3,000. However, the amenities it
offered were soon found to be inade-
quate and at the club convention in 1975
it was decided to extend and improve
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the existing building. The existing building
was raised and converted to a Pavilion
with two Dressing Rooms with showers
and toilets provided by direct labour at a
total cost of £9,650. The new Pavilion,
dedicated to All Ireland Senior Football
Medal winners, Arthur Carroll and Bill
Grant was opened on 28 May, 1980 by
Tim Maher, Chairman of Mid Tipperary
Board.

In 1994, the facility was further
enhanced with the provision of 100 cov-
ered stand, the application for a 200
stand being turned down. However,
despite all the upgrading of the facility
there was one glaring omission which
manifested itself particularly on big match
days was the lack of outdoor ladies and
gents toilets and this was finally tackled in
2000 under the chairmanship of Mick
Delaney.

A development sub-committee was set
up under the chairmanship of John Mar-
tin and Tom Maher’s and Martin Bourke'’s
experience was called on to draw up
plans, and a Technical specification for
the provision of two extra dressing rooms
and the upgrading of the existing two, an
outdoor ladies and gents toilet, a kitchen
and a complete revamp of the heating
and lighting and shower system. The suc-
cessful tender was Joe Kennedy and his
work started immediately and concluded
towards the end of 2001.

To bring this project to a successful
conclusion the necessary finance had to
be obtained and our efforts receive a
great boast with the allocation of
£30,000 from the National Lottery, thanks
to the efforts of Minister for Defence,
Michael Smith who worked on our
behalf.

Having received the lotto grant, Co
Development officer, John Ryan assisted
us in securing a very welcome grant of
£12,000 from Munster Council which
enabled us to complete the develop-
ment to its present standard, | want also

[t
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to thank our Munster Council reps for
their wonderful assistance as well as Mun-
ster Council for their generosity to our
project. To complete the project,
€45,000 was required which the club
members and good people of the parish
generously gave. Despite the fact that
€1.2million was spent in the renovation
of the three churches in the parish over
the past two years the willingness of our
followers to come up with the necessary
finance was a source of inspiration and
encouragement to our club.

The club embarked on £200 interest
free loan over a five-year period and the
response to the scheme was excellent,
providing the necessary cash to bring the
project to fruition. A greyhound benefit
race night has been organised by the
club for 28th September and in addition
to being a parish social occasion it will no
doubt make significant inroads into the
financial interest free loan repayments.

The upgraded building required to be
pointed and decorated and the services
of the local Mid Tipperary GAA FAS
Scheme — to whom we are forever grate-
ful were enlisted. Added to this was the
voluntary club effort and the end result is
a facility we can be justifiably proud of
and one that will benefit many club
teams, boys and girls, in the promotion of
and playing of our Gaelic Games well into
the twenty first millennium.

The club acknowledges the honours
bestowed on us by the Mid Board with
the opening and blessing of the new
facility taking place in conjunction with
the divisions premier hurling competition,
the Mid Senior Final. Our sincere thanks
to the many people who have helped
bring this project to a successful conclu-
sion and the facility will be a monument
to the playing of Gaelic Games for many
years to come.

John Martin (Chairman Development)
Michael Corcoran (Vice-chairman Club)
Martin Bourke




CASTLEINEY
Jim & Mary wish
Loughmore/Castleiney
All the best in this
vear’s final.

For cards, pool, music
and fine drinks, call to
Nolan’s in the Washpen.

TEL: 0504 31058

NOIAN’S PUB | [LOUGHMORE INN

Best wishes to the
Loughmore Team from the

Proprietors:
John & Brigette Martin
0504 31444
* Music every weekend
* Sky Sports Channel

* Snacks served in
our comfortable
Lounge /Bar

)

The Cooked
Bacon Company

DEW VALLEY FOODS LTD.

THURLES, Co. TIPPERARY.
TELEPHONE: 0504 ~ 46110
FAX: 0504 ~ 23405
WEBSITE: http://www.dewval-
ley.com./

E-MAIL: info@dewvalley.com

JOHN FOY

SPECIALIST IN
Spray Painting, Panel
Beating & Crash Repairs
Best of Luck to the
Loughmore / Castleiney
gang in the
Mid Hurling Final
from
Johnny & Margaret
Phone: 0504 31596

N
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Dol £ Cote. Yowrige
Tl RAGG

- Bar & Lounge -
- The Junction Nite Club -
- Rosewood Svuite -

For Weddings ~ Socials ~ Family Celebrations

LUNCHES SERVED DAILY

Contact Donal at:
0504-51327/51376

Sponsors of Mid-Tippevary Senior Hurling Championship
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