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[ __ ~~~orth Tipp. Finalisb ~ 

NENAGH I which defeated Roscrea in the semi·linal. Back row, left to right: Con Howard, 
John Heffernan, Conor O'Donovan, Richie Flannery, Eddie Tucker, Hugh Flannery, De<lan O'Meara and 
John Slattel)'. Kneeling: Michael Cleary. Declan Sailey, Kevin Tucker, Christy Mcloughlin, Robbie 
Tomlinson, Michael Hackett, and John Kennedy. 

TOOMEVARA team which won the North Tipp league. Back, from left: Kevin Kennedy. Terry Dunne, 
Dermot Brislane, Padraig Hackett, Martin Cahalan, Michael Murphy, Tony Delaney, Ken Dunne. Front: 
Tomas Dunne, Paddy O'Srien, George Frend, Aidan Maxwell, Philip Shanahan (capt), Justin Cottrell, 
Bertie Sherlock, ROI)' Brislane. 

I 

Kelly's of Fantane (Concrete) Ltd. 
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Failte 
A dhaoine uaisle, is Abhar athais agus br6id dam, ar rna shon fein, agus ar 

son eoiste Thobraid Arann Thuaidh, failte 6 chroi a fhearadh roimh gach 
einne anseo inniu. Is 6caid speisialta duinn go leir i "gus dos na foime ata. 
ag imirt. Tfun ag suille c1uichi iontachta sp6irtUila, agus go mbamfidh sibh 
taitneamh agus sp6rt as an tao 

On behalf of North Tipperary G.A.A. Board it is 
my pleasure to welcome aU of you to Thomas 
MacDonagh Park, Cloughjordan for loday's 
games. 

In our first game we have for the first time ever 
in North Tipperary a relegation playoff between 
neighbours and great rivals Borrisokane and 
Lorrha, with the loser of the game to be relegated 
to Intermediate status for 1999. 

The senior final brings together Nenagh and 
Toomevara, two clubs that have played many 
great games in recent years. Toome will be anxious to retain the Frank 
McGrath Trophy and add to their league title already won earlier this year, 
while Nenagh will be hoping that they can take the title they last won in 
1993. This pairing has all the ingredients for a wonderful contest, and hope­
fully you will enjoy a final worthy of the occasion and wlllltever the outcome, 
it is my hope that this final will compare with the many great games of the 
past. 

I would like to express the board's thanks to the 1'5B Bank, Nenagh for 
its generous sponsorship. 

I would like to thank all that have helped in the preparations for leday's 
games, MacDonagh Park Committee, Gardai, Order of Malta, the press and 
the participating club. 

The programme for teday's games has been compiled by ow Youth 
Officer, Caroline Egan and Liam Hogan, Shannon Rovers. in conjunction 
with Bord na nOg. 1 would like to express my appreciation and thanks to 
them for producing a very fine programme. 

My thanks to the referees and clubs of the Division for their help and co­
operation during the year and finally to all my fellow officers. but especial­
ly to An ROnal, Michael O'Brien and An Cisteoir, Michael Nolan who both 
carry out a huge amount of outstanding work on behalf of the Board. 

Donal OSeanachain, 
Catllaairleach, Bard Tlliobraid Arallll Thuaidlz. 



Best of Luck to 

For Quality Home Cooking 
Lunches served 12-3 

Phone (067) 33692 
Snacks available at all times 

Evening Meals 5-9.30 p.m. 

The Half Door Restaurant 

2 

Full a /0 carte 
menu 

Prices to suit everybody 

Phone: 
(067) 33692 



2.00 p.m.: 

3.30 p.m. 

Chir 

S. H. RELEGATION PLAy·OFF 

Borrisokane V Lorrha 
Reitoir: Johnny McDonnell, Roscrea 

TSB NENAGH NORTH T IPPERARY 

SENIOR H URLING FINAL 

Toomevara (holders) v , , 
Nenagh Eire Og 
Reitoir: Michael Cahill, Kilruane MacDonaghs. 

Buiochas 

We would like to thank the followi ng who helped compile this programme: 

Suppliers of articles: 

Damico Lawlor, Jimmy Morris, Gerry Slevin, Liam Doran, 10. Needham 
Suppliers of Photographs: 

Brendan Tracey (Nenagh Photographic Preservation Co. Ltd.), Noel 

Morris, Patsy Reddan, Bridget Delancy, John Long. 
Michael O'Brien, Nort h Board Secretary. 

Jimmy Minogue, Secretary. Nenagh Eire 6g Club 

Eddie Frend, Secretary, Toomevara Club 

Karen O'Donoghuc, Nenagh Eire 6g 
Our Advertisers for their generosity. 

Siglled: Caroline Egan and Liam Hogan, Programme Editors. 
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Michael Cleary receives the Hubie Hogan Cup frOIn North Tipperary Board 
ChOlinnOln, Billy Ryan, OIfler NenOigh defeOited Borrisokane in the 1991 final by 2-12 to 
()...13 at Clough jordan. 

-

-
Shanahan, North presenting the Canon Fogarty Cup to 

Ncnagh Eire 6g captain, Con Howard last YCOIr. 
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Today's Final 
Toomevara 's 27th or Nellagh Eire Og's 6th 

The p,'iring for to-day,> T.5.u. Bank :-..lOTln Tipperary ~nior Hurling Final brings 
together tile two mry,t consislt.!nl learns in senior hurling since the nineties began. 

Hold(>r; Tooml'vara take on I\cnagh Eil'\.' Og in what is ,1 repe.ll of the 1991 North 
Final, but is <llso il!lothcr chapleT in the history of Toomevara v I\t;:nagh Eire Og gamcs 
that alwav __ SCCtn to aUr,let much inh:rL"St whenever the Greyhounds <1Ild the Ormond 
Capital tnL'Ct. 

Betw('{'n both league .md championship this io; the four\L't'nth tnl..'Cting between thc 
!>ides,!>inct.· 1990. Toomc lead 9·~ ,'n<l Ihere has bc-t.'11 onedra\\'. While thi" will be the fifth 
ch<lmpionsh.ip finallx-t\"'L>t>n thcsidt."S (1923:28:57:91) such is the rivalry between them, 
that since the North Final of 1991 both sides hJve met in no I~s than thn.'(> league finals. 
The last of these ",lW rourne defeat Nenagh Eire Og on May 18th, 1997. Toomc ,lnd 
r..:cnagh md in the :lrd round of thi!> years league when the former won by 3-11 to 3-08 
at Toomcv.ua lust four months ago. 

FOUR PREVIOUS FINALS 
As .. t,lted above, both sides have met in four North Senior Hurling Fin.lls. The first 

{me wa .. in 1923. when loome h,1(\ ,1 thirty point win. Five y('ars later the m.ugin wa<;n't 
quiteas big, but Toome won ag.lin against a !\:cnagh & Dc Wets selection. The final score 
read. Toomevara 6-3; '\:l'n.lgh/Dt., Wets 5-0. 

It was on to 1957 bdllTe they Im.'t in a North Fin.,1 again. This time it proved to be a 
hiqoric win for Eire Og. In a low '>Coring final. Eire Og won by 5-5 to 4-5 at Nenagh's 
MacDonagh ''.uk. 

Tooml'\.'.lTa'<; magiC l'ra of th{' l'.nlv <;ixtil"> <;()Qn follo\\'L'CI with win .. in '58:60:61:62 
and little ..... '('med to "'Ug~l...,t th,}t it would be twenty nine ve.ll"S before loome would win 
a North Fin,ll as"in. 'Ib.lt they did, and it w" .. I;ifc Og who were the position. The fin.11 
n(>eded a fl'play and ,1l1er ,1 0-12 to 0-12 dral,-, Toomev"ra'<; long await victory ended on 
2-11102-7. 

Sino.' Ihm both T(Xlrncvara ,md r..:en,'gh h.1\'(' sh"r('(1 five North titles with Toome 
winning IhTl'c. Thc\" ddeated Kilruane MacDon"sh's and Horris-Ileigh twice in 199.t. 
'95:97 TL"'pt..'Ctively. ~l'llagh Fire Os ,1Ccounted for Lorrha and Moneygal1 in '92:93. 

Paths to the Final 
To gl't to to-d","s final both sides c"me through the winners section. Toome bt.og.ln 

thc defenc ... ' of their crown in June against Borrisokane at Cloughjordan. But for the 
resiliencl' of Tommy Dunne, Tooml'vara might h"ve ended in the loser; group section. 
After a bye in the qU.1rter final the holder f"ct.'CI Portroe in the semi fin,,!. Leading by 0-
8 to 0-6 "t half time, To()me let lose todcstroy PorlrO€' by 4-17 to 1-8. Kevin Kennedy was 
the hero, scoring 3-0 into the boltg.lin. 

On thl' other side of the coin Nenagh Eire Og h.ld a f.ldle win over Roscrea. Next the 
opposition was Borris-l!eigh in Ihe quarter final. John's Kennedy's accur"cy and" h,,]f 
b"ck line of Richie Fl"nnery, Hugh Flannery "nd Mich"el Cle.1rY gave Nenagh the edge. 

On to the *l11i fin"ls, with Roscrl'a (losers group winnl'rs) the opposition once ag,lin. 
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Toomevara's hard 
battle to 

win Senior Final 
KILRUANE'S GREAT EFFORT NARROWLY FAILS 

HOLDERS MAKE IT THREE-IN-A-ROW 
TOOnl{'\ ara 4·9 • Kilru:tne McDonagh 5·-' 

Over the .... el1·trodden rood 10 Toomevam g()e~ Ihe ~()rth lipperolT)' senior hurling title for the 
thin.! year in ~m;cession and Ihe fourth lime in five year.;. But far fmm f,Ulliliarity hrceding 
contempt. lhis latcSllriumph rnml be one of lhe most cherished of all. for it was Ill,uk s;Jfc only 
tlftCT the defending champion, h,l<.I ovcr-comc an cleven poilll:; deficit at the interval, repelled lhe 
challenge!';' <;ccood-half effort 10 get on lOp and then strode out in the final minutes for victory. 
Rarely in the past (';'tn the ch;unpions have been called upon to travel a harder. more arduous rood 
to success. It wa~ only in the last ,lrcnuous]) c'acting moments of (L dramati( and puls.uing 
second h,df lhal any Toomcvam man could be cenain of victory. 

Toomevara won thi~ game bcCilU'>C they are a temn of mrc proficiency. but Kilruane could 
have won :md a drnw would have ~tjsfied anyone ..... ithout affiliation to either side. From first en 
la~t. there was ne~cr a dull moment in this game. whi~'h was conducted at a ~tilmina devouring 
pill:e and ..... lIh a fervour and leal that ..... as brc,lIh ·taking. 

Although defeat was their ponion. Kilruane have no cause to be downcast. 'Oley pro~ed thaI 
Ihey are bad .. nuha than retuming.to the big time lme! the manner in which they look their early 
~cores won lhe .ldmirntion of all present. 

It was Kilruane who hurled their heans OUI. trying earnestly 10 regain the title they I,ht held 
three years 'lgO. But it was Tool1levara the CUler. da~sier and the more experienced Side. who 
took the honour<" On renel;tion.they deserved them. 1llcy were the hetter team whcn It carne to 
the push and they rnllied mar.'ci!()Usly in a thrill,packed second half. 

Toomevara deserved their triumph. if for m) other re3wn thnn lhey fought bilck like real 
~hampions. after they h3d been pummelled by a Kilruane side that had unexpectedly w.ept them 
011' their feet in the first half. 

Conditions were anything but good for the game. Heavy min fell during the proceeding match 
and continued during the senior final. Yet, the playeN succeeded in overcoming these dimculties 
to treat the 3.0Cl0 attendance to a rip-roaring hour of hard shoulder-to-shoulder hurl ing, with no 
quarter asked or given. At all times, the hurling Wil~ hard and fearless. now and again a lillie 
ruthless. bot ovemll there was very liule mncour. 

Four minutes from time, substitute Paddy Cummins broke out to the right and put Toornevam 
in the lead with a poim. Two mmutes later. M<ll1 O'Gam burst up the right wing and from out 
on the touch-line swung over a grellt point. Kilruane made a brave effort to save the d<ty. but time 
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had run out and Toome\ara were champions for yet another year. 
Othcr goOO displays on the winning side came from Jim McDonnelL John Hough, though not 

as prominent as usual, Roger Ryan, Frankie Ryan, Matt O'Gara, Tom Shanahan and substitute, 
Paddy Cummins. 

Toomevara scorers were: P. Shanahan 3-0. Tom Ryan 0-5. Frankie Ryan. I-I, J Hough 0-1. P 
Cummins, 0·1. M O'Gara 0·1. Kilruanc: scorers were: HTooher 3-0. G Hogan I-I. C 
Moloughney 1·0, J Gibson 0·2, L Gaynor 0·1. 

TilE SCORING 
In the first minute, Kilmanc took the lead. Ger Hogan broke down the centre and Hugh Tooher 

crashed horne a goal. Toomevam struck back and John Hough. after a shon run. had a point. 
Back came Kilruar.e and inside five minutes. they had their second goal on the scoreboard as 

Ger Hogan whipped a ground ball to the net from 25 yards out. 
Sean Williams had a great chance for Kilruane but drove wide. Tooher had another goal for 

Kilruane and Len Gaynor added a point from a free 60 yards out. 
Hogan was widc for Kilru:me before Frankie Ryan reduced arrears with a Toomevara point. A 

switch on the Toomevara team brought Phil Shanahan to centre-forward and Denis Cuddy to 
full-forward. John 1I0ugh also moved to mid·field with J immy Donovan right half forward and 
Stephen Randles in the comer. 

Kilmane sv.ept back on the allack and a shot by Liam Tierney went whistling by the near 
upright. Again the challengers came back. Hugh Tooher crossed the ball from the left. across in 
fronl of the goohnouth and Charlie Moloughney knocked it into the back of the Toomevara net. 

Kilruanc: wcre well on lop at this stage. Jimmy Gibson pointed a free. Hogan added a point 
from play and then came the beSt score of the game as Tooher doubled on a pass from Tom 
Moloughney to crash home a great goal. 

In a Toomevnra attack, a bout of passing between P. Shanahan and Tom Ryan ended in the 
laller scoring a point. At the other end, a great drive by Tom Moloughney went narrowly wide. 
Toomevara next forced a 70 which John Hough dropped in the Kilmane goalmouth. The ball was 
only panially cleared and Tom Ryan got possession to point. 

With almost the laSI stroke of this half. Phil Shanahan had Toomevara's firsl goal. The centTe­
forward gOi possession 20 yards out, feinted for II shot with the left but tumed right and cracked 
home a great goal. Almost immediately the half time whistle went and the score stood: Kilruane 
5-3 - Toomevam 1-4. 

SECOND HALF 
On the reSlart, Toomevara went on the attack but Tom Ryan drove an easy free wide. In 

another attack, Frankie Ryan got possession. raced from lefl 10 right. angled Ollt and cracked 
home Toomevara's second gool. 

Tom Ryan pointed three frees in succession and Phil Shanahan had a goal to narrow the gap 
to two points. Again lbomevara attacked and again Shanahan was on lite spot to score their 
fourth goal and give them the lead for the first time. 

Tom Moloughney was short with a Kilmane free but the ball went 10 Hogan who was slow 
and a grtat chance was missed. Another free 10 Kilruane was missed by Gibson before finally 
they got on levellenns when Gibson made no mistake with another free. 

Ten minutcs len for play and the sides were level. For the next six minutes, play went from 
end to end, each side trying desperately hard for the winning score. With four minutes left for 
play. Paddy Cummins broke out to the right and sent over a point. Two minutes later. Malt, 
O'Gara raced up to the right wmg and from near the side line, added another point. 

Kilruane made a last desperate efTon. Gibson sent a free to Des Gaynor. but the centre-field 
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nlmfs shot was de;m,:J ;lI1d shonl), aUer the! full-ume \\hlstle wenl. 
Toomc,'ara:R Mlllmst'y (goa]), \,1 lIa\<;(:II. W Donovan. J \.1cDonneli. M O·Gara. N 

Williams. T Shanahan, T Ryan. S Randles. J I lough, 0 Cuddy, F Ryan, R Ryan, P Sh,umhan, J 
Donovan. Sub: I' Cummins for Randle~. 

Kilruane !\IcJ)ollllgh: M Ryan (goa]), L White, P Ryan, 1 Williams. S Hyland, J Gihson, L 
Gaynor. 0 Gaynor, M Murphy, L Tiemcy, G lIogan. C Moloughncy, S William 'i. H Toohcr, T 
Moloughney. Subs: M Fahy for C Moloughney. J ~IcCanhy for Murphy. 

Referee: D. Nealon (Youghalarra), 

1998 T.S.B. North Tipperary 
Senior Hurling Championship 

Scoring Charts 
Pos. P1:t}er Club Score Fret' 65's Total No. of 

G:II1U'" 

1 Tre\'or Fletcher lI;oscrea 2·25 (0-18) 31 , 
2 John Kennedy Nenagh Eire 0& 0-29 (0·15) h65 29 ) 

) COIIOI' Sta~elum Bonis-lleigh 2·19 (O-D) " 3 , Marl O'leary Kilruane MacD 2·18 (0·9) 24 , , { Paune Hogan Bonisol.anc 1·16 (1·9) 19 ) 

Dooal Hogan Roscrea " 19 , 
6 { John MaUden Lorrha 1·14 (1·10) 17 2 

Adrian Hogan Ilorrisokane 1·14 (1·8) 17 , 
7 { Liam Sheedy I'ortroe 2·10 (0·2) 16 3 

Barry O'Oril>Coll p,,,",, 0-16 (0·10) 16 3 
John Doughan Mooe}gall 0-16 (O·Jl) 16 3 , { Kevin Kennedy Toomev;\flI 4-2 14 2 
John Carroll R~= 4-2 (3-0) 14 , 

9 { Ken Dunne Toomcvarn 0·12 (0-8) I ~ 65 12 
t-Il. Haclcn Nenagh Eire Og 4-0 12 ) 

10 {Kevin Tocl er Nenagh Eire Og I·' 11 3 
Brian Gaynor Kilruane MacD. 0·11 «()..5) h65 11 J 

TQOMEVARA SCORERS NENACII EIR .. : OC SCORERS 

Kevin Kennedy 4-2. John Kennedy, 0-29 (0·J5F) 3 x 65, 
Kcn Dunne 0-12 (0-8 F) J x 65, MI. Hackel! 4·0, 
Thomas Dunne 1·4 (0·2 F). Kevin Tucker I ·g, 
Tony Delaney 0·3 (0·3 frees). Deelan O 'Meara 1·5. 
Denis Kelly J·O. Robbie Tomlinson 0·3. 
MI. Bevans 0-2. Eddie Tucker 0·3. 
Terry Dunne 0-2. MI. Cleary 0·2. 
Paul McGnllh 0·1. Con Howard 0·1. 
Paddy O ' Brien 0·1 Rory Flannery 0·1. 
Pat King 0·1 John Slattery 0·1. 
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Player Profile: 

Con Howard, Nenagh Eire Og 
Name: 

Age: 

Height: 

Occupation: 

List of Honours 
with Schools: 

List of Honours 
with Club: 

Con Howard 

26 years. 

Sft llinches 

Pre-Cast Concrete Foreman 

Defeated Harty Cup finalists 
Fitzgerald and Croke Cup medals 

County V-21 medal1993 hurling 
North Minor meda11989 hurling 
North and county U-16 hurling and football 1988 

Influences on 
Hurling: 

North Senior hurling 1992, 1993 
County Senior hurling 1995 
North Senior league 1995 
County Sen ior League 1997 
Martin Slattery, CBS 
Liam Heffernan 
fohn Turk .. r 

Advice to young 
players: 

Listen 10 your coaches; train and pn.ctice as often as possibl~. 

Hopes for future: To s tay injury free, and be successful at club level. 

12 North Finals 
Nenagh Eire 6g have played in twelve North Tipperary Senior Hurling 

Championships finals, winning five. 
The full list of their appearances is as follows: 
1915 Nenagh 3-{)3 Moneygall 3-02 
1923 Nenagh 1-02 Toomevara 7-00 
1928 Nenagh De Wets 5-00 Toomevara 6-@ 

1939 Ncnagh 1-03 Roscrea 8-03 
1949 St. Mary's (Nenagh) 4-04 Roscrea 4-07 
1959 Eire 6g, Nenagh 5-05 Toomevara 4-OS 
1964 Eire 6 g, Nenagh 5-12 Roscrea 2-OS 
1982 Eire 6g, Nenagh 0-17 Roscrea 3-08 
1984 Eire 6g, Nenagh 3-09 Lorrha 4-11 
1991 Eire 6g, Nenagh 0-12 Toomevara 0-12 
Replay I'!ire 6g, Nen~h 2-07 Toomevara 2-11 
1992 Nenagh Eire g 1-18 Lorrha O-OS 
1993 Nenagh Eire 6 g 0-1' Moneygall 0-12 
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Be,1 of Iud.. 10 Eire Og 

A Sportsmans 
Dream 

Kellyon St., Nenagh. 067·32205. 
SlOCKlsn 01 ALL ""AJOR SPORTS BRA"I)S: 

Nikc, Adidas, Assics, Reebok, 
O'Neills, Puma, 

Pony and many more. 
Quotations gi\en, and spt'Cilll discounts 

10 a ll clubs., social clubs and schools. 

For tunher infonn81ion conlact: 1 
Siobhan or Christine 
at 067-32205. 

24 I IOUR RACQUET REPAIR ANI) 
RESTRING SERVICE. 

BI BEO ....... si BEATHACH. 

t 
PHARMACY 
HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINES 

AROMATHERAPV OilS 
PHOTOGRAPHY & CAMERAS 

COSMETICS 

ORTHOf'AEDIC PRODUCTS 
VETERINARY PRODUCTS 
VITAMIN SUPPlEMENTS 

DENIS & DOROTHY FINNERTY 
69 KENYON STREET, NENAGH 

Tel (067) 34155 fox (067) 34158 

Best wishes to Eire Og 
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Best of luck to both teams 

Kenyon Street, Nenagh. 
Phone: 088-617372. 

- . • 
Fantastic selection 01 C.D.'s and 

Tapes. 
Full range 01 Record Cases, Cassette 

Cases, Styli, Batteries. 

Radios, Radio/Recorders, Cassette 
Players, Maxell, BASF, TDK Blank 

Tapes. 

Come in - U~lak 
AROUND 

Galvin's 
THE MAN'S SHOP 

for Ihe besl in 

MENSWEAR 
CASUAL WEAR 
fORMAL WEAR 

-leading BrorMis SIOI:ked-

Dress Hire Service 
Available for thol Special Qccosian 

1·1 Kenyon SI, Nenogh 
Ph"" (067131682 

BEST OF LUCK TO EIRE ex; 
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North Tipperary Senior Hurling 
Roll of Honour 

Toome\3ra 17: 
Lahorna De Web 7: 
Lo rrha J: 
K i1barron/Kildan~an I: 
norrisokane I: 
1\,," l}Ort I: 

'enagh I: 
Youghalarra I: 

Rosen-a 15: 
Dorris-Heigh 12 : 
Kilruane l\lacDonaghs II : 
TOOl11c\ara 9: 
Lo rrha 5: 
Nl'nagh "~irc 0 1: 4: 
Nc"porI2: 
Kildangan 2: 
Moneygall I : 
Sihwmines I: 

Pre-Parish Rule - 190J - 34. 

1910. J I. J 2. 13, 16. 17. 18, 19. 22. 2:1, 2:'i. 26. 27. 28, 29. _,0. 31. 
190 1,02.03, 04.IXl. 07,08, 
1905. 14. 24. 
1934. 
1933. 
1932. 
1915. 
1909. 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
AVrER I'ARI SH RULE 

1935 - 97 

1936,37.39.41. 42. 45, 49. 54, 63. 67. 68. 69. 70. 7 1, 80. 
1947. SO. 5 1. 52, 53, 55, 72. 73. 76. 81. 83. 88. 
1940.44.59.65.77,78.79.85.86,87,90. 
1946.58.60,61,62.91.94. 95,97. 
1948,56,66,84,89. 
1957.64. 92. 93. 
1935,96. 
1938. 43. 
1975. 
1974. 

North Board Meeting 
[n 1907, a spec ial meeting of the North Tipperary G.A.A. was held in the town hall. Nenagh . 

Mr. F.R. Moloney pres ided and the remaining games of the firs t round were Lahoma De Wets v 
Youghalarra and Lorrha v Curreeney at Nenagh. on 6th. October. Mr. P. McGuinness. referee. 

Rearcross v Nenagh Shamrocks at Templederry on October 20th. - Mr. Michael Kelly. referee. 
Toomevara v Tcmplederry at Kilnafinch. October 27th. P. McGuinness. referee. 
Borrisokane v Terryglass <It Kilbarron. (Oct 20th). Ref. Peter Carroll. 
N.B. The usual monthly meeting (fiTll t Sunday of each month) was to be held on Oct. 6th <11 5 

p.m. 

GATE RECEIl'TS 

The gate receipts for the 1946 North Final between Toomevara and Roscrea 
netted £280 which was a record at the time. 

" 
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Toomevara selection 1913: Front row, left to right: Billy Kelly, jim Murphy, Hugh 
Shelly, Bud Keeffe. Second row: Ned Guilmartin,jack Harty, Frank McGrath, Wedger 
Meagher, Stephen Hackett. Back row: jack Kennedy, jack O'Meara, Ned Cawley, Jack 
Raleigh, Mick Ryan, jim O'Meara, Paddy Kennedy. 

Thomas Dunne, I oomevara and Tipperary being presented with his AII·Star last 
year while Taoiseach Bertie Ahem looks on. 
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The Guardian Satu rday, Augusl 26lh, 1961: 

When the Frank McGrath 
Cup was first presented 

Before pn .. -'Senti !lg the Frank McGrilth Cup to John Hough, the Ci1plain of the sua::ess­
ful Toomcvara team, Mr. Seilmu<; ]{Yom, NT., Chairman of the North Tipperilry Board, 
said it wa't a privilege h.> present this trophy for the first lime to John I lough, the old 
wilrrior of Toomevara, in the gr~at victory his learn had in winning the Cup. It was .1 

good game,.l good final. 
Borrisok.lne fought their bt.-..;I but well:' not good enough 10 beat Toome. Borrisokane 

would go forward 10 the Count)' Champio~hip proper and they would have an oppor­
tunity of meeting the champions from South Tipperary ,lnd l'Vl'ryont' here would be 
bt.>hind them, as they would be behind Toomt'vara 10 retain the Co. Tipperary 
Champion .. hip ag,lin. 

Mr. Ry.ln s.lid he regrettl>d th.lIlhedonor of IheCup, Mr. Fr,lnk. McGralh, was unable 
10 be prl's('nl. II was only filling Ihal il should go to his old club that he had played with 
for so m.lny years. Ill' congralulah .. 'Ci bolh learns on providing such ,\ fine display. 

Mr. Ryan Ihen handed owr the Cup to John Hough amidst loud hilnd-clapping .. John 
I lough, the Toomevara captain, s..lid h(' wi~hcd to thank Mr. Ryan for his very generous 
r ... mark!\ about both teams. 

ProcCt.'CIing, he said that the prl"-;Cntation of the Frank McGr.lth Cup gave them the 
spirit th('y had in going out 10 win this championship for th(' fir.-I time bec.1Use of the 
gTl:'.ll honour and glory Frank McGrath brought to th ... village of Toomevara, to 
Tipper.uv, and 10 Ireland. Ill' knlM thai Frank McGrath would fed Ihat it was more wel­
com(' to him thatlheCup <;hould go for the fiNI time to his old te,lm, the "Greyhounds." 

The Toomevar.l captain added th('y regretted that Mr. McGrath was not present in 
person to prt.'Sent the Cup to his old club.They complimented Borrisokane on their fine 
spirit of sportsmanship and on the fi!\(: game they put up and said that their turn would 
come in time to win the Cup. lie added that he hoped both teams would d o honour to 
the divi~ion in the County Tipperary Championship. He called for thrL'e cheers for 
Borrisok.lne which was heartily responded 10. 

c~ Ulster Bank 
NENAGH Phone (067) 32455 

Providing filII range o(fi1UlIIcial products for the North Tipperary community 

THE WINNING TEAM: Manager: Sean 0 Domhtlaill 
Assistant Manager: Fiona" MacCnaimhsi 
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Wishing four teams the best of 
luck from 

John McDonnell 
&50n 

BUS HIRE 

(0505) 22370 
(088) 2596208 

Best Wishes to Toomevara 
from 

Josie 
Maloney's 

Bar 
MUSIC AT WEEKENDS 

Traditional Music every Tuesday 
night 

Food served all day everyday 

(067) 26135 
, 

TIOBRAID ARANN ag LABHAIR T 

Ttpprrary's Im/, 
Language Pruject 

Oifigi Riarachiiin, nothar na hEaglais., 
An tAonach, Co. Thiobraid Arnnn. 

''' ''''' "' .. r~-Do""'" 
110URAlD ARANN ag LABI IAIRT CfAI-) 
is a Tipperary ba."ed Project which aims at 
promoting the Irish Language in a modem 

and exciting way. 

T~lmid anseo mM lhacaloclil 
don phobal. do na §collullna 

Igus don lochl goo, 

DEAN do GIINO "i GflA EILGE 

Urraiodll: Comhphobal Eorpach. Crdnochuf 
N5i~i(inta. BOfd na Gac,lge agus CoilolC 

Gaim-.oidcoch.oJis TIuoor.ud Ardnn Thuaidh. 

Best of luck to all concerned in 
the fin al from everyone at 

News 
Fayre 

76 Pearse St., Nenagh 

• Newsagents • 
• Stationery • 

• Gifts • 
• Greeting Card 

Boutique · 

(067) 34411 



STAR OF THE PAST BY LlAM HOGAN 

Matt O'Gara 
Toomevara & Tipperary 

Ilow ironic it was (h,lt tht? emergence of a young star should coincide with the 
Tl"lurgcnc(' of Toomevar.l senior hurling (cam, that went on to win four North titles in 
five y(,.1rs. Th.,1 young star was Mill! O'Cara, who along with Neill Williams and Tom 
Shanah.ln formed a formidabll' Tooml' half back line in a five yeilT period, 1958 - '63. 
Th.l! young star went further a fidd by gaining ,) place on the Tipper.ny senior hurling 
team which would win two AII-irdand's in senior, 1961, '62, only 10 have his career 
curl.lill>d due to an eye inJUry. One wonders how many more All-Ireland medals he 
might have won when you see that Tipperary contested four more All-irel.md's in the 
sixties. 

COUNTY CAREER 
MJtt O'G,lril first wore the county jersey in 1955. That year Tipp won the Munster 

and All-Irellmd minor titles. It was th(' premier county's 3rd All-Ireland in four years 
and Matt came on as a replacement in the final against Galway. 

One year later Malt played at right wing b.1Ck for the Junior team only to see his side 
lOS(' to K('rry in the Munster semi-final, on July 8th at Thurles. It would be five more 
years before Malt ..... ould play championship hurling ag.lin for his county. So, in 1961 he 
became an eleventh hour replacement for Kieran Carey against G.1Iw.1Y in that years 
Munster championship. There was a ma;or reshuffle in the subs list for that game as 
many of his club te.1m mates ..... ere dropped from the Tipp sub bench. [t was a strange 
decision for the selectors as Tipp had won the league in the spring. Ilowever, every 
cloud has a silver lining clnd Matt was brought on to the panel (because of his 
performances at club level) alongside John Keogh, Roger Mounsey, Sean Mcloughlin 
and Phil Murray of Nenagh. 

lie lined out at right half back in each of his games against Galway, Cork (Munster 
l;ina1) before he played his first All-Ireland (1%1) againsl Dublin, where he lined oul at 
mid field. Tipp won thai day .lnd O'Gara had two All-Ireland medals in his possession. 

A third W.1S to come in 1962, but things might have been '0' so different had his dub 
male Mati Hassett not received a broken finger after Tippera ry's drawn MUnsler semi­
final against Limerick. Mall was not even listed as a sub, much to the consternation of 
many followers. Well, in the replay he regained his place and went on to win another 
Munster medal at the expense of Waterford. Another All-Ireland appearance, against 
Wexford this time which ended in Matt going off injured during the game. Tipp won 
again imd it was medal number three for the O'Gara household. Surely more meda ls 
were to follow, however, an illustrious career was cut short by injury. 

NORTH MEDALS 
Matt O'ColT" first t<lsle<! success al Minor level in 1954 whcn Toomevara defeated 

Ki lmane MacDonagh's 3- 11 to 4-5. One year later Toomc minors failed to Nenagh Eire 
'Og in the final but alas, Toomevara Intermediates won the Intcr gr.lde after defeating 
Burgess in the fina\. 

It was a double celebration for the O'Gara household as Gurtagarry claimed the 
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Jumor ch'lmpionship also. Tooml'\",H,l were going through a tr,lIlo;ihon pt:riod with ,1 

numbt.-r of pl'lyers bt.>cn tran~f(>rTt..od to tiwir clubs outside of the divbion and county. 
Mati O'G.lTa played <;enior chilmpillllo;hip with Toome in 1956, ag.lino;t Kild.lOgan. 

There W.l~ no success in ~Iore and so one vear later \1atl pla\"l-od in his ii!';t senior I\!orth 
Findl dS.linst Nenagh Eire Og. Alas, defeilt was his and Tuoml'\"aril's lot. 

The next five ye.us were to bt.- fruitful on~ for both Malt ilnd Toome. Thl'rl' were 10 
be four North Final wins ag.linst Kilruanc (3times) and Borrisokam' ,lnd a sequencc of 
twenty-one games with only one defcat (i.e. 1959 North Final \' Kilrll.lne). Mati O'Gar,1 
lint.'(l out in his familiar right halfb.lck poSition. Sure if four North Senior Championship 
medalo; was enough, then lets not forget hi<; county championship med.11 of 1%0. That 
W,I'; ol o;uccess that would help mould a Tipperary senior team for the next dl'Cade or so. 

NOW.lel,IYS, Miltt O'Gara liws in Nenagh and over the year'> he has helped the club 
in Juwnile affairs. His sons li,lm, Matthew, John and Tom all pl.lyed for Nenagh Eire 
Og. He h.,<; tim'€" daughter, Helen, Josephine and Michelle, and he is married to Eileen 
Small from Thurles. Matt still works with Irish Rail or C.l.E. as it was known before 
hand Golf is another sport that is dose to Matt's he.lTt which he plays regularly. 
I I0wl'ver, for many followers of the game of hurling thc memorit.'"!i of Mall O'Gara 
lighting for Toomevara and Tipperary's endeavours on the right flank are insti lled long 
in the memory. 

BEST OF LUCK TO t¥JRTH TIPPERARY FIt-IAUSTS FROM 

Young Oil Co. Lid. 
KILLOUGH, TEMPLEMORE, CO. TIPPERARY 

Authorised STATOIL Distributors 

Top quality Winter Grode Home Heating Oil, Kerosene, Trador and Auto 
Dieset Also full range lubrkants and Plastic Oil Tanks 

FAST AND DEUABlE 6-DAY DEUVERY SERVICE 
24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 

PAYMENT ACCEPTED BY ACCESS/VISA 

KEENEST RATES 
To order your next ~II , call us al: 

(0505)43240 & Nenagh (067)32411 
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21 Championship 
Meetings 

TOOMEVARA v NENAGH EIRE OG 
1950'S TO 1990'S 

Between 1953 and 1997. both Toornevarn and Ncnagh Eire Og have met on. no fewer than 21 
times in North Senior Ilurling Championship. TIle score stands at II - 8 in Toomcvarn's favour, 
while there has been two drnws in which Toomc' emerged victorious. 

In thaI period both sides met in two Nonh Finals 1957 and 1991, plus they met in four North 
semi's. 

11lt results of the games are as follows: 

1950'S: 

Ycur 

1953 

19,. 

1957 

1988 

1960'S: 
1960 

1961 

1962 

1969 

1970 'S: 

1m 

'197. 

1975 
1976 

19)<) 

1980'S: 
]985 

" .. 
1990'S: 

"" 

TOOMEVARA V NENAG H 

l)u te 

May 24 • Losers GTOOp 
Aug. 5th· Area 2 Final 

Aug. 17 (R) Area 2 Final 

Aug 4th North Final 

July 20th North Semi_Final 

June 26. Area 3 Final 

June 18th Area 2 Final 

Aug. 121h North Semi Final 

May 11th., Rd . 1 

June 14th .• Losers Group 
Aug. 22nd .. Round .-; 
June 15 - Round 4 

May. Round 2 

July 7th .. Round 5 

May 26. Round 3 

Aug 3 .. Semi·Fi"a] 

Sept 22. Nonh Fina] 

SePI 29. Replay 

Teams 

Toomcvara 4·6· t: ire 01: S·S 

Toomcvara 6-2 . Eire Og 4·8 

Toomevllrll. 5· ] ] . Eire Og 3·2 

Toomcvara 4-5· Eire OJ:.5-S 
Toom('vara 6·7 . Eire Og 2·4 

Toomenlra 2· 12 · Eire 08 3·6 

Toomevllra 2·9 . Ei re Og 2·5 

Toomevllrll S·9 . Eire Og 3·5 

Toomevllrll 3· 14 . Eire OS 3·4 

ToomevlIflI 3·9· Eire Og 6-3 

Toomevll r.7·1O . Eire Og 4-6 

Toomevllr ll 4·12 · Eire Og 2-2 

Toomevllfll 2-7 - Eire Og 3-7 

Toomevara 0-10 - Eire Og 1-16 

Toomevara 1·5 - t: ire Og 2·4 

Toomevara 1-17 - Eire Og 0-9 

Toomevara 0-12 - Ncnagh Eire Og 0- 12 

Toomea"'ra 2-11 - Ncnagh E. Og 2·1 
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Venue 

Nenagh 

Ncnagh 

Ntnagh 

Nenagh 

Rosc-rea. 

!lOITisolcigh 

Bonisolcigh 

Roscrea 

Cloughjordan 

Cloughjordan 

Ncnagh 

Cloughjordan 

Cloughjordan 

BOITisohnc 

Roserea 

Cloughjordan 

Cioughjordan 

Cloughjordan 



TOYOTA 
MAIN TOYOTA DEALERS 

IVERS & 
CULLINAN LTD. 

LIMERICK ROAD, NENAGH, CO. TIPPERARY 

Telephone: No. (067) 31323 
Fax No.: (067) 33600 

FULL RANGE OF 

New Toyota Cars 
and Commercials 

Ex-stock 

COMPLETE AFTER-SALES SERVICE GUARANTEED 

Before buying your New or Used Car contact 

Philip Cullinan or John Ivers 
- two of the best for Toyota 
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S!,;niOf Ilurhng Final ~ 

, , 
An inspired Eire Og (N enagh) 

take third title 
Eire 6g 5-12 - Roserea 2-8 

.'\Ionh lipfII!mry Senior Hurling Champions. Roo;CTea ...... ere sent cmshing from their throne at 
MdxlIlagh Par\;. !"enagh. on Sunday. when they were most de<;crvedly ami dcriJ.ively beatcn by 
an ln~[lired Eire Og team that ~urpcd tnumphantly on 10 take their fiN \enior hurling crown since 
1957. 

Ure O{s rOml W;b l re\elation and mmt h,,\c a\lOni\hed e\en the most optimi~tic of their 
o"n follo"crs among the attendance ()f ].1100. From first to lasl they hurled with a dlring. dash­
ing ""11110 win and made a mockery of tI .. ",c 'Who h,ld doubled their abilit)'. 

1\.-\;m) felt that Eire Og "(luld make a good fight of it. but only a good fight theIr own fer-em 
supporters o;i!id they would win. hut who expected 10 see Roserea. on the crCq of the wave. fold 
up to the tunc of 5-12 to 2-8. Eire Og reached undreamed of heights in the openmg ten minutes. 
and the holders hOld no answer to thelT brilliant fira-tirne hurling. If thi, brilliance dimmed some­
"hat later, their determination never f'litercd and the fact that they were going as \trong at the fin­
ish as ,lithe start was a tribute to their trainer. Garda JIm Hughes. 

It was a colourful scene as the teams. with tire Og in light blue and Roserea In their familiar 
red )C~)\, parad.!d over the green \'Ward nf McDon,lgh Park In the laIC September sunshine 
behind Ihe Nenagh CIl.S. flilgeo1c1 h;md. ' lllC pitrh ~il~ 10 perfeci trim and (\ credll to the 
groundsman, ~ I r. Jack Roberts who h<Jd put 'O() much work into it the previous "cd.: in prepar.t· 
[L(ln for the hig day. 

GREAT START 
RO).CTC;t won the toss and Eire Og were \et 10 play illlo the lown goals. The Nenagh leam were 

the first\{) <llwek and from a line ball out on the len Mick Bum, centred beautifully hut the ball 
W:l~ ric<Jrcd and Roscrca raced into lhe ,mack. From Francis Loughnane's drive. Johnny McGrolth, 
pullin!! fir,t time in the air, drovc the hall downfield. B,lek rame the holders and Mickey Nolan 
rilced down Ihe centre 10 drivc o\er their first point. 

Hanlly had the cheers of the ROM:reil supporters died away when Gerry Quinl;1O brought Eire 
Og ~upporte", to \heir feet as he broke hi~ way Jl'Ist twO deferuJers, pushed the ball up to his fult· 
forw,lrd line and 01i\er Tucker wa~ (lll hand 10 turn It into the Roscrea net. Eire 6g were hurl1llg 
as if their \-ery li\'es depended on it and Roscrea reeled backwards as the side in Ihe light blue)C' 
'>Cys <lg:lin "em on the mtark and Terry Moloney, with a great effon. hammered the ball to the 
net for the <;econd time, 

GREAT GOAt 
Mich:tel Keams tried 10 work his wuy through but was held and from the free Moloney drove 

the ball high and stmighl between the posts and minutes later PadrJig Kennedy sent over a great 
point from way OUI on the left wing, [n a Roscrea attack Coonie Cleere saved well from John 
Dillon and McGralh cleared up-field and then came the greatest gool of Ihe game as Michael 
Keams rounded Niall Heffernan bore down on the Roserta goals and with a left-handed drive 
gave Leo Doole) no chance whatever with a 0011 that rockeued 1Oto the top of the net, and unbe ' 
lievably lhe Nenagh team were ahead by 3-3 to 0-1 with less than nine minutes of play gone. 

STRUCK TOP FORM 
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Eire 6g.. Nenagh, 1964 North champions. Back TOW: John Lalor (Chairman, Eire 
6g), John Starr, Oliver Tucker, Philip Murray, Sean Duignan, Gerry Quinlan, Paddy 
Keams, Michael Kearns, Jimmy McCarthy, Tony Tierney, C. Morgan. Denis Cilihalan, 
Johnny McGrath, Marlin O'Connor. Front: Terry Moloney, Adrian Ayres, Padraig 
Kennedy. Mick Byrnes capl., Phil Hennessy, Connie Cleere, Eddie O'Donnell, 
Michael Gleeson, Eamon O'Meara, Billy Shoer 

Nenagh . . winning learn 1968. Front row: Brian Chadwick, Gerry 
Ryan. Second row: Donal I Neilly Corbett, John O'Donoghue (capU, 
Bobby Shoer, Connie Whelan, Tom O'Donoghue. Third row: Sean Slattery, Martin 
O'Connor, Paddy Bourke, Paddy McGrath, Jim Ryan, B. Murphy (Players· Willis 
sponsors), Jack While. Back row: Billy McNamara, Seamus McCarthy, Brian Fagan, 
Anthony Fagan, Paul Scroope, Joey McCullagh, RIP. 
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After Kcam\ goal the ..... ena)!h team "!!;L1I1 gIlt O;J!;k Oil the aliad-. and fon __ cd a 70 that Leo 
Dooley 'HIved ,md cleared up·l'ield JIlI.l J.rarll'l~ Lllughnane sC(lfCd the holders ')t"COIk! point, A tree 
m b~ Og .... a~ poimed by Molone} ,lIld then J dri\e by Keams .... ent wide. Dooley sa~ed a ~hol 
from Adrian Aytes before .\1oloney chalked up goal number four for the ~Iill rnmpant ~enagh 
tcam, as he connected with a cm~~ b)' Padrnig Kennedy, 

Loughnane kept Roscrea hope, alive .... lIh ,I point. ark! at the other end Kennedy .... as wide for 
Eire Og, their third and la,t wide of the fir~t half. R()!;erea began 10 comt more into the game, 
,lilt! Johnny McGrath swept the ball airnost (Iff the lOes of the holder\ full·rorward, John Dillon, 
and OUi of play, Roscrea had their founh ,core when Nolan look it pass from 13amey 110gan to 
swing lWeI' a point. Hogan moved h;ICk tn midfield to partner Mick Mmogue with Pat Dynan 
mlwing to the full-forward line. 

Again Moloney was on the mark With a poilll from a free for Eire Og and after Dooley h,KI 
saved a shot by Ton)' Tierney. tnc Nenagh team had three POUltS in succession, the first from II 

long·r.lnge free by Mick Bums and the remaining twocommg Irol1l Ayrc~ nnd Kennedy. Roscrca 
had a chance from a 21 yards free but Loughn;mc', shot ilt goal ..... b saved. and a row Uevclop • ."d 
neilr the Ncnagh goalmouth. The holder's .... ere gi~en a second 21 yards free and on this occasion 
Loughnane drovc o\'cr a point, and seconds l<lter the hall time whistle wcnt to lea\'e Eire Og 
ahead by 4·7 to o-s. 

ROSCREA C IIA NCI':S 
For the ~cnllld half Roscrea t'omplclely re·armnged their IxlCk division. Kicran Cilrey took over 

at celllre·\'l<lck .... ith Pat Dynan on his right and Patsy Roland on hb left, Mick Hogan moved to 
fullback, Owen Killoran to left comer·bal.k. J1II1111Y Carroll, who had come on as a substitute for 
Niallileffcmnn, was now up in the full·l(lrw.mlline. 

MlI1ute~ after the restan Eire Og came very near to increasmg their lead as Michael Keam's 
ilgam rounded his opponent <lnd fired in a shot that hit Leo Dooley on the shoulder and went out 
for a 70 y.hich Bums drove to the leI't 01 the pu<.IS. 1lle ball was knocked hack into play and an 
Eire Og plil)er took a quid shot that .... en! .... Ide. l11e Nenilgh tealll increilscd their lead when 
Kenncd) whipped over a point and Ro!>Crea came oo('k for a simi liar score by Nolan. 
Keam~ was fouled as he tried to work hi, wa)' through the RoseTe:! defence and from the free 

Moloney was again on the target for a point. Roscrea were in command for a period bUllhe Eire 
Og defence wa~ equal to <III demands on it. Hnally the holders gOl through for a goal they richly 
deserved as a Nenagh defender hlundered and JImmy Carroll drove the ball to the net. "n'ot hold· 
ers had il great ch~ncc from a 21 yards free hut Jimmy Carroll missed his stroke and outlle sec­
ond attempt off the ground drove the ball wide. 

Eire Og had hcen playing ~econd~ to the holders for quite a spell but now began to fight their 
way hock 011 top. Keams. who had moved to the half-forward line in a switch with Ayres. won 
po!>'>Cssion III the middle of the field, broke away and flicked out a pass to the unmarked Kennedy 
who promptly ~Ialllmed it between lhe posts for another point. Mmutes later Inc Nenagh leam 
sl,.'ored again, Ayre~ sending over a great point from out ncar the sideline. 

Play was scrappy at this stage and each side had a number of wides. Hogan reduced arrears for 
the holders with a point and when Loughnane was fouled Ihe same player duly pointed the free. 
"nle Nenagh team were fourckar goals ahead at this stage, and this was increased to five as Ayres 
connected with a cross by Tucker and slammed the ball to the ne\. 111e crowd was streaming from 
the grounds as Moloney pointed another Eire 6g frce, and then in the laSI minute Loughnnne. 
mced through to cmsh home Roscrca 's second goal. 

Eire Og's scorcscame from: T. Moloney (2-5). A. Ayres ( 1-2). P. Kenendy (0·4). M. KeamS' 
(1·0), O. Tucker (1-0), M. Bums (0·1). Roserea score rs were: F. Loughnane (1.3). J . Carroll (1-
0), B. Hogan (0-2), M. Nolan (0.2). J. Dillon (0·1), 
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Eire 6g: c. Cleere (goal), C. Morgan. J. McGrath. E. O'Donnell. M. Bums (r'lpt.l. P. Murray, 
P. Keams, P. Hennessey. T . T ierney. A. Ayres. G. Quinlan, P. Kennedy, M. Keams. T . Moloney. 
O. Tucker. 

Roscrea: L. Dooley (goal), M. lIogan. K. Carey, N. Heffernan. C. Murphy, P. Roland. O. 
Killoran. P. Dynan (capt.). M. Minogue. S. Carroll. M. Nolan, F. Loughnane. B. Hogan. J. Dillon, 
D. Moloney. Sub: J. Carroll for Herrernan . 

Referee: M. Cilrcy (Ballinahinch). 

MURPHY CUP 

From 1938 the Murphy Cup was first presented to the North Tipp S.H. cham­
pions. Toomevara's name was inscribed on the Murphy Cup for the first time 
in 1946 after Toomevara defeated Roscrea by 6-7 to 2-4. The then North Board 
chairman, Rev. E. Maxwell, c.c., called on the Very Rev. Dr. Maxwell, Sf. 
Flannan's CoUege, Ennis to present the cup to Toomevara captain, Dan 
Kennedy. 

HUSIE HOGAN, REFEREE 

Match referee for the Toomevara v Nenagh f:ire 6g ten goal quarter-final tie 
which was played at Nenagh on Augusl12th 1956. Eire 6g 4-8; Toomevara 6-2 
was the final score. 

Wishing both teams the best of luck 

CENTRA 
--

SHEEDY'S 
CLARE STREET, NENAGH 

We wish to thank everybody for their patience and co-operation 
during our renovations over the past month. 

Our New Opening Hours: From September 1 st: 

7.30 a .m.' I 1.00 p.m. Monday/Friday 
8.00 a .m.' I 1.00 p.m. Saturday/Sunday 

Looking forward ta your continued support: Tel. 1067) 31096 
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1957 North Final 
NENACH EIRE 6c 5-5, TOOMEVARA 4-5 

t:ire 6g. Nenagh captured the North Tipperary Senior Hurling Championship title 
for the club's second time, when they defeated Toomevara at Nenagh's MacDonagh 
Park. A sea of jubilant tire Os supporters bedecked in red and white carried many of 
their heroes and their captain. Billy O'Srien, to the presentation area, where they would 
meet North Board chairman, Jim Ryan. 

When Billy O'Brien received the Murphy Cup. thus ensuring that the Ormond capi­
tal would bridge 3 gap of forty two years to when Ihey last won the North title in 1915. 

Toomevara began in splendid fashion before Ihey opened a three point lead. Johnnie 
McGrath goaled a twenty one yard free. John Hogan soon followed with another goal, 
with Toomevara pointing in the interim. Toomevara regained the lead through two 
goals from Phil Sha nahan and Stephen Guerins. ~ire 6g dominated the last five minutes 
of the half, without scoring. Half time score: Toomevara 2-4, ~ire 6g 2-2. 

Eire 6g's late first half promise turned into gold early in the second half. In the tenth 
minute Johnnie McGrath goaled again from a twenty one yard free. He followed this up 
with a point, as did Billy O'Brien, before John Hogan added two goals. Toomevara 
fought back with two goals, one from a goalmouth melee and the other from Stephen 
Guerins before John McGrath sealed the issue with a pointed free. 

Full time score: ~ire 6g 5-5, Toomevara 4-5. 
Referee: Hubie Hogan, Lorrha. 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT 
AI AlB. we're changing the way we think. how we do things. 

Now we know that the needs of our customers shou ld be our first concern. 
That good service should go deeper than a smile. 
So we react faster. respond sooner, anticipate more. 
Now each one of us is committed 10 each one of you. 
Whether you're young or nOl so young. Whether you're a farmer or a house­
wife, a shopkeeper or a faclory owner. 
Now everyone in TIpperary can expeci morc of us al AlB. 
So call 10 your local AlB Bank branch, we all wanl to help and one of us will. 
Because you bring out the best in us. 

WISHING BOrn TEAMS EVERY LUCK IN mE FINAL 
MANAGERS AND STAFF 

Tel. Nenagh (067) 31714. 
Fax: Nenagh (067) 33346. I Tel. Borrisokane (067) 27115. 

Fax: (067) 27125. 
• ~ Tel. Cloughjordan (0505) 42135. -YOU BRING OUT THE BEST IN US 
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Lorrha senior hurling team 1998. Back row: John Madden, Barty Moran, Padraig 
Madden, Gerry Sullivan, Ken Hogan, John Mcintyre, Trevor Hogan, James O'Meara. 
Front: Cathal Mcintyre, Michael Kinsella, Stephen Hogan, Pat Kennedy, Noel Hogan, 
Aidan Mcintyre, Tom Madden. 

Borrisokane senior hurling team 1998: Back row: john Egan, Dermot Murphy, 
Michael Heenan, Mark Tooher, John McKenna, Vincent McKenna, Niall Slevin, 
Owen Cleary, Front: Barry Gohery, Owen Larkin, Paul Darcy, Padraig Hogan, Adrian 
Hogan, jim McLoughlin, Tadhg Slevin. 
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Minor hurling final 1955 
NENACH ~IRE 6c 5-5, TOOMEVARA 4-. 

Nenagh Eire 6g regained the North Minor Hurling Championship of 1955, which 
they lost to Toomevara the previous year, when at MacDonagh Park, Nenagh they 
defeated Toomevara 5-5 to 4-6. \. 

Toome Jed by i-5 to 1-1 at half time, and as they stretched into a seveW}>0int lead 
because of an early second half goal. Man of the match was Eire Og's Kieran McDonnell 
who was to play in goo Is for the first time. 

Toomevara, who had the services of Borris-lieigh minor players, were well served by 
county minors Sean Warren, Malt O'Gara and Joe Small. 

Eire 6g's county representatIves were Mick Bums and Mich.lel Gilmartin. 
NENAG H EIRE 6G: K. McDonnell, P. Mcloughlin, S. Murray, P. Keams. M. Bums, 

D. Reynolds. G. Irwin, S. Duignan. F. Dempsey, T. Tierney, M. Gilmartin, N. O'Meara, 
P. Kennedy, H. Power, E. McDonnell. Subs; P. Gleeson for Dempsey; G. Kevin for 
Gleeson. 

TOOMEVARA: R. Mounsey, P. Hennessy, S. Ryan, L. Cummins, P. Loughnane, S. 
Warren, P. Delaney, M. Q'Gara, M. Bevans, J. Kenny, J. Small, J. Donovan, G. Brereton, 
T. O'Gara, F. Ryan. 

U-16 HURLING 
A number of U-16 hurlers from both Nenagh Eire 6g and Toomevara were included 

in the North Tipperary team to play Mid Tipperary in an arranged challenge game back 
in 1988. Those included were Derek Conroy, Ferga1 Hynes, Ceroid Cleary, Mark 
Sheahan, Con Howard, john Kennedy, Eddie Tucker and Cyril Bailey from Nenagh £.i re 
6g. On the Toomevara side there was Francis Kennedy and Philip Shanahan. 

EIRE 6G IN 10 GOALS THRILLER 
Back in 1973 both Nenagh Eire 6g and Lorrha produced a ten goal thriller in the 

fourth round of the North Tipperary SHe. The game which was played at Borrisokane 
saw former goalkeeper Tony Tierney (an eleventh hour substitute) score)..1 at full for­
wa rd. Another late replacement Joe Rice scored his side's opening goa l. Nenagh Eire6g 
won by 6-8 to 4-12. 

WIN AT LAST 
After defeats to Borrisokane and Kilruane MacDonaghs in the Senior Hurl ing League 

and Na Piarsaigh in the county Senior Hurling Championship (open draw that year), 
Nenagh Eire 6g finally came good when they defeated Toomevara in the firs t round of 
the 1970 North Tipp SHC, losers' group section. That was in 1970 when the side lost to 
Borris-lleigh in the opening round proper by )..11 to 4-3. 
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BORRISOKANE (Green & White) 

2. 

JIM MCLOUG HLI N 

5 

D ERM OT MURIU'Y 

1. 

VINCENT MCKENNA 

3. 

JOHN EGAN 

6 

ML. H EENAN 

•• 
DONIE COMERFORD 

7 

NIALL SLEVI N 

8 

ADRIA N HOG AN 

, 
TAOGH SLEVI N 

10 

EOIN CLEARY 

13 

EOIN LAnKIN 

11 12 

PAUL DOOLEY BARRY GOGH ERY 

14 15 

JOHN MCKENNA PADRAI G HOGA N (CAPT.) 

Subs: 16. Paul Darcy, 17. Adrian Egan, 18. Liam Torpey, 19. Vivian Dooley, 20. Ikclan 
Morris, 21. Brian Ilog30, 22. Pat Carroll, 23. Ronan Guest, 24. MI. Darcy. 

LORRHA (Blue & White) 

2. 

CATHAl MCINTYRE 

5 

STEPHEN HOGA N 

8 

1. 

KEN HOGAN 

3. 

TOM MADDEN 

6 

JOHN MCINTYRE 

•• 
MARTIN YOUNGE 

7 

DAVID HAuemON 

JOHN MADDEN 

, 
ENDAMORAN ,. 

BARRYMQRAN 

13 

PAT KENNEDY 

11 

DEClAN O'MEARA 

14 

AIDAN MCINTYRE 

12 

NOEL HOGAN 

15 

RORYCOEN 

Subs: 16. Ronan Harding, 17. Padraic Madden, 18. Patrick Hough. 19. David Burke, 
20. Donal Donoghue, 21 . Trevor Hogan, 22. T.P. Sullivan, 23. Jim King, 24. James 

O'Meara. 
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Nenagb Eire Og 

I. 
ChnsCy "cLouahUn 

2. 3. 4. 
Moel CoRey Conor O'Dononn John HeRem an 

5. 6. 
RjCchje Flannery Huah Flannery 

8. 9. 
Con Howard Johnnje SlaCCery 

10. 
Keyjn Tucker 

13. 

II. 
Eddje Tucker 

(capt) 

14. 

12. 
John Kennedy 

15. 

Declan O'"eara Robbje TomUnson "I. Hacke« 

FIR IONAID: 

Sub Goalie: Kieran O'Brien 

16: Declan Bailey 
17: Joe O'Donoghue 
16: Aory Flannery 
19: Frank Morgan 
20: Shane Connolly 
21: Brian Fitzgibbon. 
22: Eoghan Murtagh 

Manager/Coach: Timmy Murphy; 
Selectors: Nelly Corbett, J immy Minogue, John Darcy 
P.E. Trainer: Martin O'Grady. Physiotherapist: Frances Daly. 
Medics: Paudg Kirwan, frank Savage. 

I 
j 
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Toomevara 

2. 
Dermot Brislane 

5. 
Padrai, Hackett 

Il. 
"iehael Bevans 

FIR IONAID: 

I. 
Justin Cottrell 

l. 
Rol'J' Brislane 

6. 
'on, Delane, 

4. 
Aidan "axwell 

7. 
Philip Shanahan 

(capt) 

9. 
Ken Dunne 

I I. 
'err, Dunne 

14. 
Keyin Kenned, 

12. 
Padd, O'Brien 

15. 
Denis Kell, 

Sub Goalie: Patrick McGrath 

16: Tomas Dunne 
17: George Frend 
18: Martin Cahalan 
19: Brian Duff 
20: Kevin Cummins 
21: Noel Cummins 
22: Brendan Dunne 

23: Owen Brlslane 
24: Jimmy Dunne 
25: Kevin McConnack 
26: Andrew Ryan 
27: Brian McGrath 

Selectors: Denis Haverty, Tony Dunne, Roger Ayan. 
Trainer: Bertie Sherlock 
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Nenagh Eire Og pen pictures 

Nllnzt Ag' /-lrigllt Occupation 

Christy McLoughlin 2' 6'1" I lurling Coach 

Noel Coffey 32 5'10" Factory Employee 

Conar O'Donovan 36 6'1" Building Society Manager 

John lIeffeman 34 5'11" Haulage Contractor 

Rory Flannery 2' 6'3" Accountant 

Decbn Bailey 22 5'8" Accountant 

Ritchi e Flannery 19 6'2" Student 

Hugh Flannery 20 6'0" Student 

Frank M oran 27 6'0" Fann Enterprise Manager 

M ichael Cleary 32 5'8" Shop and Restaurant Owner 

John Kennedy 26 5'10" Shop Manager 

Con How,l rd 26 5'11" Precast Concrete Foreman 

Johnnie Slattery 20 5'11 " Student 

Kevin Tucker 23 5'10" Bank Official 

Eddie Tucker 26 6'2" Factory Employee 

Decbn O' Mear,) 23 6'1" Factory Employee 

Joe O' Donoghue 26 6'5" Civil Engineer 

Robbie Tomlinson 2' 6'0" Factory Employee 

Michul Hackett 19 5'9" Student 

Kieran O ' Brien 31 5'8" Accountant 

Shane Connolly 2' 5'10" Factory Employee 

Eogh~n Murt~gh 20 5'10" Student 

Bri~n Fitzgibbon 17 5'7" Student 
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Toomevara pen pictures 
Name Ag' OcCl/plliiol! 

Justin Cottrell 21 ESB Employee 

Dermol Brislane 20 Student 

Rory Brislane 31 Sales Representative 

Aidan Maxwell 24 Farmer 

Philip Shanahan capt 24 Factory Employee 

Tony Delaney 27 Sales Representative 

Padraig Hackett 21 Builder 

Pat King 33 Factory Employee 

Ken Dunne 21 Factory Employee 

Paddy O'Brien 19 Student 

Terry Dunne 23 Livestock Agent 

Paul McGrath 18 Student 

Michael Bevans 21 Student 

Kevin Kennedy 27 Sales Representative 

Denis Kelly 21 Student 

Patrick McGrath 17 Student 

Martin Caha lan 21 Factory Employee 

Brian DuH 18 Student 

Noel Cummins 17 Student 

Brendan Dunne 18 Student 

Eoin Brislane 17 Student 

Brian McGrath 17 Student 

Andrew Ryan 18 Student 

Kevin Cummins 27 Carpenter 

Jimmy Dunne 35 Carpenter 

George Frend 28 Teacher 

Tommy Dunne 24 Intel Employee 
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Young guns eager to impress 
by Oamien lawlor (The Examiner) 

It's that time of the year again, a time when old rivals pit it out against each 
other for North Tipperary hurling's greatest prize. This afternoon, fierce competi­
tors Nenagh f::ire 6g and Toomevara meet again in what has been generally 
deemed as a dash of the titans. Two great sides, no doubt about that, and a most 
impressive sign for both sides is their ability and willingness to allow their stream 
of youthful players to flow stead ily through the ranks. 

Both Nenagh and Toome have been to the fore of North Tipp hurling in recent 
years and C1oughjordan has played host to many a fme battle between the two in 
the past five or six years. 

Toomevara have decided to give the likes of Paul McGrath. Gerry Kelly and 
Padraig Hackett their chance this year. Add in Ken Dunne, Mikey Bevans, Paddy 
O'Brien and Aidan Maxwell and you could be forgiven that today's game was an 
underage clash instead of being a North final. 

It's got to the stage now that Tommy Dunne, George Frend and Kevin Kennedy 
could be considered the 'elder statesmen' of the side. Paul McGrath appears to be 
an excelJent find and should have been a certain starter for the county minors this 
year, instead he had to endure a ten minute spell on the sidelines before he was 
finaUy introduced against Clare. A member of last year's all-conquering minor 
team, McGrath has pace in abundance to dance his way past defenders. Bevans. 
O'Brien and Dunne all fall into this category. Bevans, in particular, had his season 
disrupted when he injured. his arm in a Tipp U-21 challenge versus Offaly and he 
will be keen to make amends today. Dunne's free-taking and an ability to send 
prime quality ball into the full forward line also highlights his presence. 

Nenagh Eire 6g, not to be outdone, have also opted for youth. Although I 
expect them to line out a pretty weathered full back line today. they have the likes 
of the rumble Johnny Slattery, the goal poacher Michael Hackett, the Tuckers and 
Ritchie and Hugh Flannery. 

Ritchie Flannery is fast becoming a key player with UCC in colleges hurling 
and his cousin Hugh was unlucky not to make the final panel for the Tipp U-21 
team - they have made great strides with Nenagh this year. 

U you give Slattery an inch, he will take a mile and will always weigh in with 
a point or two- his pace caused havoc in the junior league campaign, can he make 
the successful step up? Michael Hackett will find it hard against a staunch Toome' 
defence but he, too, has a knack of popping up in the right places. And let us not 
forget Robbie Tomlinson, not long out of underage ranks, either. Tomlinson's 
injury problems have been well documented but he has fought back and like Roy 
Keane at Man Utd., appears to be improving with every game. 

Although both sides are sprinkJed with experience here and there, it appears 
that today's final will be a young man's game. 
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OVER 30 YEARS 
SERVING THE PEOPLE OF NORTH TIPPERARY 

Q ' All Grades of Petrol 

Distributors of 
Fuels and 
Lubricants 

~ Car Washing 
Ciamaltha Road, Nenagh 

Tel. 067 31488 Fax: 067 31547 

AccBANK 
FIRST FOR BUSINESS FINANCE 

Loan or Lease for Vehicles and Equipment 
Flexible Commercial Mortgages 

High Yield State Guaranteed Investments 
For further details contact 

ACC Bank, 16 Pearse St., Nenagh, Co. Tipperary 
Telephone: (067) 31177 and 31748 fax (067) 33094 



Toomevara v Nenagh, 12 league meetings 
Toomevara and Nenagh have met Oil twelve occasions since the curre:nlleague began 

in 1986. Jt is seven to four in favour of Toomevara, while there has been one draw. The 
full lis! of results from those games is as follows: 

1986: May 25th Rd. 8 Toomevam 0-6 Nenagh Eire Og 2-8 Clough;ordan 
1987: May 10th Rd.9 Toomevara 1-11, Nenagh Eire Og 1·11 Nenagh 
1988: No meeting 
1989: Apr. 19th Rd. 5 Nenagh awarded points \I Toomevara 
1990: No meeting. 
1991: No meeting 
]992: Mar. 3rd Rd. 1 Toomevara 1·12, Nenagh Eire Og 0-10 Nenagh 
1993: No meeting 
1994: Apr. 17th Rd. 3 Toomevara 4-14, Nenagh Eire Og 1·7 Toomevara 

June 6th Final Toomevara 0-13, Nenagh Eire Og 0-11 C1o ughjordan 
1995 Apr. 4th Rd. 5 Toomevara 3-15, Nenagh Eire Og 1--6 Nenagh 

June 4th Final Toomevara 2-7, Nenagh EireOg 1-16 Cloughjordan 
1996: Mar. 16th Rd 1 Toomevara 1-5, Nenagh Eire Og 0-11 Nenagh 
1991: Mar. 15th Rd.l Toomevara 0-16, Nenagh Eire Og 1-8 Nenagh. 
1991: May 18th Final Toomevara 1-16, Nenagh Eire Og 2-10 Cloughjordan 
1998 Rd. 3 Toomevara 3-11, Nenagh Eire Og 3-8 Toomevara 

TOOMEVARA HALF BACK LINE 1966 

Toomevara's half back line of Michael Bevans, Neill Williams and Tom 
Shanahan formed the backbone of the Greyhounds' six points semi-final win 
over Roscrea in the 1966 North Tipperary Senior Hurling Championship at 
Nenagh. Before approximately 3,000 patrons, Toomevara won by 1-11 to 2-2 in 
a game that formed a double bill in which Kilruane MacOonaghs defeated 
Borris-Heigh in the opener. 

Best of Luck to Both Teams from 

TOBIN'S JEWELLERS 
Estd: since 1866 

55 Pearse St., Nenagh Tel (067) 31738 
Prop: Peter and Ann Tobin 

Srockisrs of: Waterford Crystal. Rynhart, Royal Tara, Cne 
Diamond Spedalists 
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THE GUARDIAN ocr. 1991: "" 

When Toomevara and Eire Og 
last met in the North final 

TQQMEVARA 2·11, NENAGH EIRE 6G 2·7 

The after-match scenes were almost indescribable, as Toomevara dosed a barren twen­
ty nine years gap, in their North Tipperary senior hurling championship history, when 
winning a memorable and thrilling title, in an entertaining replayed final at 
Cloughjordan on Sunday defeating Nenagh Eire 0g by 2-11 to 2-7. 

These were moments to be savoured and Toomevara folk in the crowd of 4,000 cele­
brated the dub's first senior championship win since 1%2. The team got away to an 
enterprising start, to prove once more a good start is half the battle and with the Nenagh 
team putting in their hurling in the dosing stages, held out for victory. 

Eire 0g followers could only watch in anguish as their hurlers were deprived of their 
first championship win since 1964. Over the years they have been considered a soft 
touch but since their hurling renaissance near the start of the decade, have proved them­
-.elves more than capable of rubbing shoulders with the best. 

FIRST TO SCORE 
Toomevara with the aid of the light wind were the first to score. Tommy Dunne 

pointing a free in the opening minute. Two minutes later the Nenagh citadel fell in the 
simplest of fashions. Tony Delaney flighted in a ball form 50 metres; the defence got into 
a tangle with opposing forwards, and the end result the goalkeeper appeared unsighted 
with a dipping baJJ ending in the net. 

In the sixth minute, Michael Cleary got Eire 6g moving with a point from a free. 
Toomevara went further ahead with Tony Delaney and Tommy Dunne (free) adding 
points but Eire 0g were right back in the game when Michael Kennedy finished a Philip 
Kennedy centre to the net. Toomevara led 1-3 to 1-1. Toomevara were the dominant 
team at this stage. Michael Nolan, Michael O'Meara (65) and Tony Dunne all getting on 
the scoresheet with a string of points. Cleary was off target with a 65, and he was down 
with a mouth injury. Philip Kennedy pointed a free for e.ire 0g and Toomevara led at 
half time by 1-6 to 1-2. 

GROANS 
There were groans from the Eire 0g followers as Cleary was again wide with a free. 

Tommy Dunne and Cleary exchanged points, and the game was wide open as Robbie 
Tomlinson got in a drive that Jody Grace parried, but Eddie Tucker was on hand to put 
the ball in the net. The laurels seemed to be slipping away from Toomevara, as tire 0g 
went to the front, John Heffernan and Philip Kennedy (free) pointing and the Nenagh 
team led 2-5 to 1-7. 

George Frend put over a great equalising point and with Raherty's goal the odds 
were back in favour of the green jersied brigade. 

In the 19th minute Raherty pointed for Toome and the victory roaf was beginning to 
surface. tire 6g pulled a point back through Philip Kennedy (free). Substitute John Ran 
left it 2-10 to 2-6 for Toomevara 25 minutes into the second half. The hurling was hectic 
in the dosing five minutes with Heffernan and Tommy Dunne adding to the scoreboard, 
but Toome were back in control at the finish and deserving winners. 

J7 



Nenagh Eire 6g, North final runners uy 1991. Front: Con J-Ioward, Michael 
Kennedy, Denis Finnerty, Neilly Corbett, Michael Cleary, Philip Kennedy, Paul 
Kennedy, John Kennedy. Back row: Donie O'Brien, John Heffernan, Conor 
O' Donovan, Frank Moran, Seamus Kennedy, Eddie Tucker, Jim Nagle. 

Toomevara, 1991 North champions. Back row: MichAel O'Meara, Liam Aaherty, 
Tony Dunne, Pat Maher, Jody Grace, Pat King. Michael Murphy, Jimmy Dunne. 
Front: Thomas Dunne, Oedan O'Meara, George Frend, Rory Brislane, Sean Nolan, 
Michael Nolan, Tony Delaney. 

" 



NEVER FALTERED 
Twenty nine long years of moral breaking frustration ended for Toomevara and they 

lifted the dub into the race for county honours against the Mid runners up. Despite signs 
of adversary, Toomevara never buckled and the defence found new sources of energy. 
Michael O'Meara's composure never faltered, he played as if afraid the dark days would 
linger. With a kind of roaming commission, George Frend was not far behind. 

~ire 6g at the end of the day were not equipped enough to make the long sought 
breakthrough despite the best efforts of Conor O'Donovan, Donie O'Brien, Denis 
Finnerty, John Heffernan, Paul Kennedy and Philip Kennedy. Michael Cleary's contri­
bution was limited and he was shadowed wherever he went by George Frend. 

Scorers: Toomevara: T. Delaney 1-1, L. Flaherty I-I, Tommy Dunne 0-4, G. Frend, 
Michael O'Meara, J. Ryan, M. Nolan, T. Dunne 0-1 each. ~ire 6g: M. Kennedy 1-0, E. 
Tucker 1-0, P. Kennedy 0-3, J. Heffernan 0-2, M. Cleary 0-2. 

TOOMEVARA: Jody Grace, Pat Maher, Liam Nolan, Rory Brislane, George Frend, 
Michael O'Meara, Declan O'Meara, Jimmy Dunne, Pat King. Liam Aaherty, Michael 
Murphy, Tony Delaney, Tony Dunne, Michael Nolan, Tommy Dunne. Subs; John Ryan 
for Nolan; P. Shanahan for J. Dunne. 

NENAGH EIRE 6G: Seamus Kennedy, Paul Kennedy, Conor O'Donovan, Donie 
O'Brien, Denis Finnerty, Frank Moran, John Heffernan, Noel Coffey, Philip Kennedy, 
John Kennedy, Michael Kennedy, Eddie Tucker, Michael Cleary, Philip Hennessy, 
Robbie Tomlinson. Subs: Neilly Corbett for Hennessey; Gerry Hynes for J. Kennedy. 

Referee: Michael Cahill, Kilruane MacDonaghs. 

League winners 
Ten years ago Nenagh Eire 6g captured the North Tipp SHL final by defeating 

Moneygall at wet and windy Borrisokane. The score line read ~ire 6g 2-12, Moneygall 
1-7. Paul Kennedy captained the winning side while Michael Cleary received the Player 
of the Week. 

The winning Eire 6g wide lined out as follows: 
Seamus Kennedy, Liam Flannery, Donie O'Brien, p, j . Maxwell, Denis Finnerty, Paul 

Kennedy, Phil Hennessy, Philip Kennedy, P. J. Cooney, Michael Cleary, Michael 
Kennedy, Noel Coffey, John Ryan, Jim Nagle, Neilly Corbett. Subs: Robert Ashman for 
P. J. Cooney; Sean Minogue for Corbett. 

Championship opener 
Also ten years ago Toomevara defejlted Mon.eygall.in the opening round of the N0'th 

Tipperary Senior Hurling Championship by 0-16'00 1-8 at Cloughjordan. The game was 
a milestone in that the youngest player ever to play in senior champio~hip played for 
Toomevara. 

He was Kevin McCormack who lined out in goals and at 1611 years of age. He became 
the youngest player since. Tadhg Murphy of Roscrea who lined out in goals in the 1968 
championship. 

39 



BEST OF LUCK TO EIRE OG 

CLEARY'S 
GARAGE 

LIMERICK ROAD, NENAGH 
(067) 32416, 34384_ Fax 34227 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS 7_30 a_m_-" _00 p.m. 

• Fully aMended Farecourt Service • Groceries & Newspapers 
• Automatic (or Wash (3 mins) • Agri Diesel and ParaHin 
• Self-Service Vacuum • All types of Lubricating Oils 

• All TYPES OF KEYS (UT @SS~ • (AR AC(f\SORY SHOP 
• BOTTlED GAS AND FUELS 

It is a feature of most generations that 
their heroes are remembered with affection. 

The passage of lime can often mil( man 
and myth. Feats, already great. become 
embellished, reputations, already untar­
nished, becomes even glossier. 

In the history of gaelic football few have 
matched the achievements of Kerry's Mid: 
O'Connell. AI his best, and thai was nearly 
every time he laced his boots, this man from 
Valentia Island was majestic. 

His kicking, with either foot. was wonder­
fully accurate. He coold pIau a ball 
in a forward's hand from 40-50 
yardl. Off the ground, his 
kicking was technically per- -fecI. And of course, high 
catching was his hallmark. 

Quile simply. his fielding of the 
high ball approached art 

take-off like an Olympic high jumper thus 
reaching the apex at the precisely correct 

moment. Man and ball uniting high above the 
ground and all opposition. He attained a per­

fection in his play that is etched forever in the 
hearts of all who saw him. 

His spirit and competitiveness epitomise Bank 
of Ireland's ambitions with their own team. 
With 8000 Bank of Ireland staff in all, each 

one is dedicated to provide an up-to-date 
banking service to all our customers. 

Now what can we do for you? 

David Kennedy, 
Manager, 

Bank or Ireland, 
Nenagh. 

Pbone(067)31099 

form. He timed his Bank of Ireland 



Charlie Downes 
When the latc John Joe Maher picked his all-time grcat5 of Roscrea hurling in 1980 he 

st.'k'Cted the 1,,11.' Charlie Down~ at left half forward, beside Franc;!> Loughnanc dnd 
Mick Ryan 

Charlie had il distinguishl"Ci hurling (MCCT, but it does nol include il North senior 
hurling medal. I Ie had left r~()SCrl',l for Dublin when the I~eds made the breakthrough 
In 1936, and IllS only appe,uancc in a North senior final, in 1949, for the 51. Mary's, 
Nt'nagh, ended in defeat, ironically ill the hands of RoseTea. 

Charlie Icarned his hurling in i3cc<:hwalk, where Roscrea had their ground prior 10 
the opemng tlfSt. Cronan's Park In 1932. He won his first mt.-dal in Becchwalk in 1928 in 
a s treet league when Main 51. defeated Burg()() Rovers. That street league helped Roscrea 
win the North minor title of 1928, a feat they repeated in 1929, 1930, 1931. Charlie was 
nn th(>$(' tcams, captaining in 1930. Two years later he had the distinction of winning 
Mun!oter iUld AII·lreland medals with Tipperary, along with the lale Joe Helcher. He 
wa." playing ~nI{lr for Roscre.l In 1933 and 1934. 

lie moved to Dublin and jOlnl>d Faughs, and Tire Guardiall in Its prcv1(!w of the 1949 
North final ."aid that he had won eight ~nior tltlCS with the club. It said he was on the 
Dublin team thai won the 1938 All-Ireland, but this incorrect. lie was on Ihe 1941 and 
19·14 lJublin fifteen which lo."t to Cork. lie was on the Leinslcr Railway Cup teams beat· 
en by Munster In 1937 and 1942. A National League Cilmc hIS way in 1939, and 
Oireachta." in 1944. 

I hs ilrrival in Nenagh 10 take over il licensed premises al MacDonagh SI. was a big 
boosl 1051 Mary's for Ihe 1949 championship. They had entered senior ranks Ihe previ­
(IUS year, losing Ihe area final 10 Kildangan. lIe scored a goal in the opening round as the 
1948 ch,lmpion." Lorrha were beaten 3-7 to 0-6, and as Kilruane were beaten in the semi­
final 3-3 to 1-7, hc was describt.-d in the match report as "at the spea rhead, the brains 
behmd the forward line". But the fmal against Roscrea was disappointing as the Reds 
proved the ."tronger side, winning 4-7 to 4-4. And so his distinguished career lacked that 
~nior medal in his nallvc county. 

FINAL l'AlRINGS 
Du you know that Roserea and Borris-Ileigh havc melon a record number of times in 

the North Tipperary Senior Ilurling Championship final? They have met on no fewer 
than eighl occ,lsinns, with Borris-lIelgh winning five limes. The finals were played in 
1950,1951,1954,1955,1968,1971,1981,1988 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Toomcvara have mel Kilruane most often in their North Tipperary Senior Hurling 

Final appearances. They have melon s(.'Ven occasions, beginning in 1958, which was fol­
lowed in 1959, 1960, 1962, 1986, 1990 and 1994. Toomevara lead by four final wins, to 
Kilruanc's three. 

. ............ . 
Incidentally, Nenilgh ~ire Og and Ruscrea have met on nu fewer than fnur occasions, 

beg1J101ng WIth 1939, followed by three mOfC, in 1949, 1%4, and 1982. 



George McGrath, manager, TSB Bank Nenagh, presenting £2,000 sponsorship for 
the North senior hurling championship to, left to right: Michael Nolan, Treasurer; 
Donal Shanahan, Chairman and Michael O'Brien, Secretary. 

The top - North GAA Board officers: Michael Nolan {Treasured, Donal 
ShanahillR (Chairman), and Mich.Jlel O'Brien (Secretary) at the board's sponsorship 
launch at TSB Bank, Nenagh. 



Player Profile 

Justin Cottrell, Toomevara 
When you look down from the stand in today's 1'58 North Tipperary Senior 

Hurling Championship final, you will notice a quiet, unassuming player guard­
ing the goals for Toomevara - that person being none other than Justin Cottrell. 

Justin took over the No.1 jersey from Jody Grace and 
has established himseU as a most dependable goal­
keeper. He is a very dedicated player and always 
gives one hWldred per cent effort in every game 
- whether it be for club or county. 

Justin has been a member of the Tipperary 
U-21 panel for the past two years and was 
also on the Tipperary senior hurling panel 
which was defeated by the narrowest of 
margins by Clare in last year's All-Ireland 
final. He has had a number of successes, 
winning three NorU, Tipperary minor hurl­
ing medals and also two North Tipperary 
and one county senior hurling medals. Justin 
has also won two North Tipperary Senior 
Hurling League medals. 

Just, you could say, is a product of his 
club's highly successful underage structure. He 
has won three North Tipperary and one county 
U-21 hurling medal, an U-14 county Feile medal; 
two North Tipperary urban/rural medals and a 
county rural medal. He has also won a Garda Cup 
medal U-16. 

Anybody who has seen Justin playing over the years can tell you of his great 
displays between the posts when he has never been found wanting for lack of 
efforts. 

We all know that reputations count for nothing, especially in a final, but you 
can rest assure that if Toomevara win today, Justin Cottrell will have con­
tributed more than his fair share to their success. 

TOP FIVE SCORERS IN 1997, AFTER NORTH S.H. FINAL 

1. Conor Stakelum, Borris-Heigh 1-53 (6 games) 
2. Mark O'Leary, Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-34 (4 games) 
3. Ken Dwme, Toomevara 0-23 (3 games). 
4. Padraig Hogan, Borrisokane 0-22 (3 games). 
5. Barry O'Driscoll, Portroe 0-21 (3 games). 
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Conor O'Donovan led Nenagh 
1995 seen here with some young admirers. 

'I Safeguard Business Systems 
Safeguard Business Systems Mid West, 

Friary House, Friar St., Nenagh , Co. Tipperary. 
Tel. 067·33330. Fax: 067·33786. Email: salemwesl@UneUe 

I.S.0.N. 067-5OO42143. 

SPECIALISED PRINTERS - COMPUTER STATIONERY - OFFICE STATIONERY OFFICE 
SUPPLIES 

GENERAL PRINTER 



Player of the Past: 

John Tucker, Nenagh Eire 6g 
John has, and is, giving a lifetime of service 10 the ~ire 6g Club from his juvenile and 

minor days. He first played on the Eire 6g junior team of 1963, missing out by onc 
year on the winning team of 1962. Unfortunately it was to be the story of his hurling 
C3('e€T that spanned a 20 year playing period having got to a drawn senior final 
against RoseTea in '82 - the game was never replayed owing to the stand the Nenagh 
dub took to what was seen as unfair background politics by members of the board at 
Ihe time. 

1984, Eire 6g were again in a North final, only 
to lose by a slender margin to great rivals Lorrha. 
Howevcr, most disappointingly of all was having 
been a part of the inside back line for so long he 
was to find himself on the subs' bench for the 
start of the game. However, he was made of stem 
stuff and played on for a few more years at senior 
level. A fearless and a most competent player, 
who always gave of his best and a huge support 
to those players around him. He ended his play­
ing days like many great players empty handed 
in tenns of medals. But what service he gave dur­
ing the lean years! 

Having hung up his gear he gave of himself 
unselfishly to club administration and served as 
club vice-chainnan before moving on to team management. As manag:ee;:,,~:j;;;fu;;;;;d 
coach it was to be his most rewarding roll, starting as a selector on the four-in-a-row 
u-21 county tiUe w inners 1979 to 1982 and again when the club won county minor 
honours in 1992 and 1993, he was a part of the management team. 

When the senior hurlers, after a 28 year gap, won North titles in 1992 and 1993 
John was a part of Liam Heffernan's back room team. 1993 Eire 6g reached a county 
senior final for the very first time only to lose out to Toomevara by the slenderest of 
margins. 

With the emergence of his sons on the senior stage, he thought it best to call it a 
day at this level and instead diverted his expertise to u-l0 hurling in an effort, with 
many others who are doing trojan work, to nurture and promote the game of hurling 
in the huge challenge of keeping the assembly line in motion. 

John hai ls from a great and deep-rooted GAA family: his brothers Oliver, Jimmy, 
Christy and Ger a ll worthy members of Eire 6g teams over the years. Oliver been a 
corner back on the 1964 titte winning team. However, during his life long association 
with his beloved Nenagh Eire 6g Club 1995 will stand out as the high water mark. 
First h is son Kevin p layed a major role in Tipperary winning the All-Ireland u-21 and 
then a few weeks later the club at last brought home the Dan Breen Cup with Eddie 
and Kevin receiving two separate man of the match rewards. 

Dedication and a lifetime of service had at last filled his cup of job to over-flowing. 
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from Toomevara v Borrisokane final 1961. Looking on Phil Shanahan (T), 
Frankie Ryan IT), Denis Gardiner (No 3 Borrisokane), and Gerry Hough (14, 
Toomevara) as back and forwards tussle for possession. 

Action from the 1961 North senior final Toomevara v 80rrisokane. Left to right: 
John Hough IT), Frank Rhan (1'), Joe Morris (B), and Paul Whyte (8). 

-



1998 T.S.B. Nenagh 
Senior Hurling Championship 

FIRST ROUND: 
Date 
May 31 

June 13 
June 13 
June 14 
June 27 

Teams 
Newport 1-12 - Lorrha 0- 13 
Toomcvara 2- 11 - Borrisokanc 1-12 
Ncnagh Eire Og 2·17 . Roscre'l 2-5 
Ponroe 1- 16 - Kilruane Mac D. 1- 14 
Borris-Heigh I 17 - Moneyga!J 3-6 

LOSERS GROUl): 
June 27 
June 28 
July 10 
July 12 R. 

Kilruane MucD. I-IS - Borrisokane 2- 12 
Roscrca 2-14 - LOITha 3-8 
Roscrea I- II - Moncygall 1·9 
Borrisokane 2-21 - Kilruane MacD. 1- 15 
A.E.T. 

LOSERS GROUI) FINAL: 
July 2S Roserca 2- 14 - Borrisokane I-II 

WINNERS SECTION: 
Q. FINALS: 
July 25 
July 26 

SEM I- FINALS: 
Aug 9 
Aug 13 

Nenagh Eire Og 1·]4 - Borris-Ileigh 2-8 
Ponroe 0-14 · Newport 0 - 12. 
Toornevarn bye. 

Nenagh Eire Og 3-21 - Roscrea 4-7 
Toomcvara 4-17 - Portroe 2-6 

Venue 
Ncnagh 
C'jordan 
M 'gal1 
Toomevar;! 
Toomevara 

Roscrea 
Borrisokane 
Cloughjordan 

Clough' 

Toomevara 

Toomevara 
Nenllgh 

C'jordan 

Nenagh 

Roscrea Bazaar 

Ref. 
M.Darcy 
M. Aheme 
M. Griffin 
M. Griffin 
J . McDonnell 

G. McKcogh 
M Cahill 
T.F. Stapleton 

Ger McKeogh 

T.F. Stapleton 

M. Cahill 
M. Darcy. 

M. Cahill 
Mtn Ahcame 

On June 2nd. 1907, six tcams entered a hurling toumament, which was held in connection with 
Roscrea Bazaar. 

S!. Flannan's, Dunkerrin pbycd Lorrha, which the former won 5-4 to 1-4. 

This game was followed by Coolderry and Dc Wets which ended in a 2-9 to 2-4 win to the 
Offaly side, while Nenagh Institute defeated Birr by 0-14 to 0-6. 

MATT HASSETT ON THE FORI' 

All-Ireland winning captain Matt Hassett (Toomevara) lined. out at wing for­
ward for his side's 4-7 to 2-6 semi-final win over Roscrea in 1957. 
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... Life COlier g_ " Mortgages 

" ... Pensions : i. ' ... Health COlier 

;:--i: r ... General 
... Inllestments t~ --..... Insurance 

FOR GENUINE ADVICE, PERSONAL 

ATTENTION AND BEST VALUE, 

PLEASE CALL TODAY 

Liam Cody 
Insurances & 

Financial Services 
Kickham Street, Nenagh, 

Co. Tipperary 
Tel (067) 33399 (Olfice) 

(067) 3Hl95 (Home) 

tit 
thit1kit1g 
First ... 

~ / NENA~~067?3~~~~~67~~ • 
INlenagh Cred;' Un;on. es'abHshed;n 1969 w;'h 75 members. has now 

. reached a membership of 6,000 with shares of almost £6 million and 
loans of £5 million. 

THE FOLLOWING SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU " THE MEMBER" 

• Attractive Dividends 'Can you afford 
• Gift Tokens 
• Juvenile savings accounts not to be a 
• Loan Protection Insurance at No Extra Cost. Member' 
• Computerised Accounts 
• Life Savings Assurance at No Extra cost. Open during 
• Foreign Exchange. lunch Hour 
• Bridging Loans No Transaction 
• Home Union House InsuranceN.H.1. Membership Scheme. 

Charges • Financial Management Services. 



Last Ten North 
Finals 
I'ACTSANO fIG URES 

.:IG II T [cams have contested the division's greatest prize in the len North Tipp. S.H. Finals. 
1988-97. 

SEVEN teams finished in the runners-up spot. they include TOOllicyara, Nenagh Eire Og, 
KiJruane MacDonaghs. LorTha, Borris.llcigh, MoneygaJl and Rosetea. 

SIX leams have brought home the silverware, they include: Toomevara, Nenagh Eire Og, 
Newport. Kilruane MacDonagh. Lorrha and BOlTis-lIeigh. 

IUGGEST winning margin in the same period was in 1992 when Nenagh Eire Og defeated 
Lorrha by thirteen points. 

TWO of the finals ended in ended III dmws - 1991 and 1998, when Toomcvara drew with 
Nenagh Eire Og in the fomleT and Newport drew with Lorrhnin the laner. Both Toomevara and 
Newport went onlO win the replays. 

TilE biggest number of gOids WllS five, which was scored in Newport's 2-12 10 3-6 will oyer 
LoITha. 

Results of the last ten 
North Senior Hurling finals are as follows: 

Year 

"" 19" 
19'0 

'''''' 
'9'}' 
, 9'}' 

'''''' '9'}' 
'9% 

'9'}' 

,,. .. Ie 

July 24 
Aug.2Q 
July 29 
Sept. 22 
SCp!.29 
Aug. JO 
Aug 22 
Aug 14 
Aug 20 
Scp!.8 
R. Sep!. IS 

Aug. 3 

Tl'ams 
Horri~- lIeigh 1· 14 Roscrca 1-7 
Lorrha 1- 14 . ToomCYDra 1-12 
Kilrullne Macl). 2-7 Toornevara 0-5 
Toomeveara 0- 12 - Nenagh Eire Og ().12 
Toonll'nm, 2- 11 - Nenagh Eire Og 2·7 
Nenagh ": irr Og 1. 18 • lon-hI 0-9 
Nenagh "; irl' Og ~ 14 - MoneYSall 0-12 
ToomenlllII 1-15 - Kilruanc Ma(:O. 0-7 
Tooml'\-allII 0-18 - Borris-lieigh 1-12 
Newport 1·9-LonhaO-I2 
Ncwpor1 2-13 -lotTha 3-6 
Tooml'\lUlI 1. 15· Borris·llclgh 0-8 

TALLY 
Toomcvara 
Nenagh Eire 0& 
Ne ... ·pon 
Kilruanc MacD 

'" 

•• ,. 

Venue Rer. 
Nenagh MI. Cahill 
Nc:n~gh J . McDo1l1lC1l 
Nenagh Gerry LOIlg 
C'jordan MI.Cahill 
C'jordan MLCahili 
C"jordan ML Lenihan 
C'jortl:m J McDonnell 
Nenagh J. McDonnell 
Nenagh Ger Hayes 
Nenagh T.E Stapleton 
Nena&h T.F. SlapiclOn 
Cjordan In. McDonnell 



An impressive from half display was enough to give Nen.1gh victory, while Kevin 
Tuck~r g.we., Man of the Match display. 

Curtain Raiser 
To-days opening game is the first S.H.C. relegation he in the divisions history. As a 

result of a county development committee decision, relegation from senior grade to 
intermediate is now part of hurling life. To-day the honour of taking po,rt in such a 
historic meeting {.,lIs to Borrisokane and Lorrha. Win this game and your guaranteed 
senior hurling for 1999, lose it and it s down to intermediate ranks, indefinately. 

Borrisokane, Kilruane MacOonllghs, Moneygll11 llnd Lorrha were pincCl:\ in the 
relegation zone as a r~ult of them not winning the losers group. i....1St weekend 
Borrisokane lost to Kilruane while Lorrha lost heavily to Moneygal!. So while Kilruane 
McDonagh and Moneygal1 can stay up in senor, it's all or nothing for the two Lower 
Ormond sid~. 

Remember, Borrisokane just gai ned promotion to senior ranks two yeMs ago. Their 
opponents, Lorrha, were promotCl:\ way b.lck in 1947. So the moment of truth shou ld 
arrive by 3.12 p.m. approx for either side. Be it Lorrhll or Borrisokane, history is in the 
making. 

SUPER HARDWARE STORES 
Quality Feeds 
Fertilizers 
Grass Seeds f Si lage Prooucts 
Chemicals I Sprays 
Building Materials 
Paints I OJ.v. 

Gardening 
Farm Supplies I Veterinary Products 
Hou sehold GO<Xls I Bathroom 
Accessories 
Electrical GO<Xls I Giftwarc 
Fuel 

Visit our Retail Stores at Borrisoleigh Branch· 0504-5 111 7. 
O'Brien Street, Tipperary - 062-33 111 /33 199. 

Gooldscross Branch 0504-42444. 

QUALITY - VALUE - SERVICE 



Paddy Connors, Portroe Paddy O'Brien, Toomevara possession 
North Tipp senior hurling semi-final between Toomevara and Portroe. 

Captains Pat Maher, Toomevara meets with Brian Gaynor, Kilruane MacDonaghs, 
prior to the North Tipp senior hurling final of 1994. The referee is Johnny McDonnell, 
Roscre;ll. 

" 



Toomevara, North champions, 1961. 

Jubilant Tipperary captain, Matt Hassett carries the McCarthy Cup through 
Kickham Street, Nenagh after Tipp's All-Ireland success in 1961. 

" 



Which Club Is 
For the Big Drop? 

By GERRY SlrVI!'J 
1I.IS it fCdlly Ill! hllme )CI'l 

~C'lt year's senioT hurling r.:hampiollship will he without LOITha. or Borrisokane. 
One (If them will have dropped bad, 10 lntcmlcdiatc mnks and must ~trive for re-entry 

through lha\ VCI)' ("(unpetitivc grade. 
Ie all comes ;thOUI Ix-rau..c of a dedsion o[ [he County Boom in respon<;c [() Ihe 

rCCI'llullcn,huiol\S of a ~pc(ial group set up 10 s1rc:<lmlinc cornpclilions. The ~ub-coll1l11ittcc 

dcci(kd thcre w<.'re too many senior clubs in tho! (ounly, Ihe Board agreed al a speci,11 Cnl1vcmion 
and the \\ ht.>cl\ \\ ere .'>CI in mOtion to reduce the number .so th;J[ h) the year 2000. there would 
he a reduction of \1:>' teams in the prcSCfH ~CI-Up of Ihin)' two. 

Fmlll Ihen on. (llle tcam will go down annually. [0 be decided by a pilly-off involving the 
bouoIH \C;I111 in cadI of the four divisions. The promotion of the Intemlediate COUnty champion:. 
will h,lI,mcc matter. out. 

ITS OWN MEC Ii AN ISi\I 
E:1~h divisi(ln~1 board h~s to devise it~ own mechanism in n:g~rd to how thc relegation battle 

is conductcd and the North Bomtl has sct about iL' process by <.ending in four of tnc five losers 
group teams. to a twO semi finals and a final scene. ElCmpt are the e\entual w\noers of the losers 
group. Roserea. so that the Sword of Damacles was poi~ed to fall on one of the OIher four. 
Borrisokanc. Lon-lia, KiinloUle, Moncygall - the second named two. had their bacon ~aved in 
pia) ·!)ffs. 

Only two years ago. LoITha took Newport to a replay before losing the North final. l'hcy were 
<ll~o in [hc filial U1 '92 when following their marnthon session - three games -- with ToolOev:tra. 
they fell to Nemlgh in the final. Lorrha\ last final victory was in '89. 

Borrisokane werc semi fitlilli.S1S a year ago. their first time since I %9 while their one and only 
divisionalt!lle ",as won as far back a.~ 1933. 

MOST COMPETITI VE 
So when you consider the potential --drop-downs" you find you are looking at a duo. which 

in the present decade. might not have sct the scene alight to the same extent as, say Toome or 
Ncnagh. but which for all that have becn most competitive. 

TIle rcal problem with being relegatcd is thm it will come about, not because of the club's own 
desin: to seck the drop in the interests of building up enthusiasm within its ranks. but because its 
success flIte in championship warrants such demotion. 

'nlC draw for the relegmion play-orrs pined Kilruane and Borrisokane against each other -- it 
took two games and extm time to sep~rate them in their losers group m:llch -- with Lorrha and 
Mooeygallthe other semi final opponcnts. 

Who will go down? 

VICTORY ANI) RELEG ATION? 
111al, I am not prepared to 3nswer but a thought has struck me about this relegation scene. 

" 



Nenagh Eire Og U·17 hurling 1970. Front: Joe Sheary, Wm. Fogarty, Donal Hackett, 
John Sherlock, liam Heffernan, John Mackey, P. J. Mallon, Adrian Grace, Neilly 
Corbett. Back: Jim Ryan, Timmy Gleeson, Den is O'Connor, Joh nny Maguire, Sean 
Quinn, Pat Butle r, MI. Bourke, Pat lierlihy, Pat O'Donoghue, Eddie Connolly. 

Nenagh Eire 6g, 1989 North M.H. winners. Back left to right: Mark Sheahan, 
Fergal Hynes, Con Howard, Joe O'Donoghue, Ronan Bums, Brendan Shanahan, 
Matthew Mulqueen, John Moylan, Derek Conroy. Front: John Kennedy, Robbie 
Tomlinson, Gear6id Cleary, Declan Nolan, capt, Brian Connolly, Frank McGrath. 
Cyril Bailey. 
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improbable perhaps. but yet it could happen nonetheless, and I'll give il to you by way at a 
question. 

Is it possible 10 be courny champions AND 10 be relegaled IN TilE SAME SEASON? The 
answer IS yes. 

And how come, you may well ask? Well. leI us take Toolllevara, for e~ample, as winners of 
Ihe Hogan Cup (North SHL) going through 10 a pl;ly-off ag,linsl the North runners-up for a place 
in Ihe county quarter finals. TIley lhen go on and win Ihe courny final. 

Coupk wilh Ihat. firs! round defeat in lhe Nonh championship, defeat in Ihe losers group and 
Ihen defeat in the relegalion play-off. Down Ihcy go 10 InlenllCdiate grade the following year and 
Ihey do so as COUNTY CHAMPIONS. 

By the way. Ihe s<lme process <IS obtains Ihis season must be repeated nexI year. for anolher 
leam from e<lch division 10 go down. Afler Ihal only one team from Ihe COUNTY is relegated. 

This relegation scene could well prove 10 be a real money-spinner for Ihe Board yet. interest 
in Ihe play-off malching that of thc championship itself 

'That's not 10 be I<lughed ilt. is il? 

The early years 
Both Toomevara and Nenagh met on at least seven occaSIOns between 1901 and 

1931. 
They met in a North Final in [923, in the famed Greyhound years and in the semi­

final of 1930, when a Ncnagh-Dc Wets selection lost by seven points. It seems that 
Toome' nearty always had the upper hand. 

Year 

1903 

1904 

1910 

1923 

1927 

1930 

1931 

Teams 

Toomevara beal Nenagh 

Toomevara losl 10 Nenagh. 

Toomevara beal Nenagh. 

Toomevara 7-02 10 Nenagh 1-02 (North Final). 

Toomevara beat Nenagh. 

Toomevara 3-02 - 10 Nenagh De Wets 1-0 I (semi-final). 

Toomevara losl to Nenagh (I sl round). 

Til E 1940'S 
The sides did nOI meet during thcse ycars as it was a [can period for Toomevara. 

They were regraded 10 the Intermediate grade for a number of years. 



Michael Cleary keeps an eye on the ball while George Frend (Toomeyara) keeps an 
eye on Michael Cleary in the 1991 North final. Also in photograph are Toomevara's 
Sean Nolan (3) and Pat Maher (2) along with Philip Hennessy of Eire 6g. 

TOOMEVARA, CLUB OF THE 
YEAR WINNERS, 1987 

North Board Chairman, Noel Moms, presents 
the Club of the Year award to Pat McGrath and 
Tom Shanahan 

Former Tipp selectors Sean 
Ryan, Toomevara and Paddy 
Kenny, Camck-on-Suir. 



Larkin's Pub 
GARRYKENNED~PORTROE,NENAGH 

Traditional Irish Music Pub 
and Eating House 

CALL TO LARKIN'S FOR: 

Excellent Food, Drink and the Best of 
Entertainment 

WE CATER FOR: 

Private Parties, Christenings, 
Engagements, and Business Luncheons 

ENQUIRIES Phone (067) 23232 
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. FARM LOANS 
If you need finance to. develop or expand your farming enterprise 

why not talk to. us now. 

15B Bank has an extensive range of farm loans at competitive ratcs, 
with repayment schedules designed to. match your cashflow. 

We offer both fixed and variable rates loans options. 

• Term Loans 
• Seasonal Loans 
• Stocking Loans 

11 /13 Pearse Street, 
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary 

Tel 007 322HH 
~ax 06712H66 

• Land Purchase Loans 
• Fann Development Loans 
• Overdrafts 
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