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SOUTH EASTERN CATTLE 
BREEDING SOCIETY LTD. 

Dovea Thurles 
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WILVERLEY SUPREME (WVS) 
Dovea's winning team of protein transmitters 

Name 01 Bull Cod, Weighting R.B.I. B.F.~ Prolein ~ 

CHURCHWELL CAMPER CPR 558 ". +0.13 +0.09 
TREGIBBY GRANDEE TYE 20 ,,. +0. 18 +0.02 
WARMINGHAM ROYALIST WRr 28 122 .. 0.20 +0.04 
WILVERLEY SUPREME WVS 97 " 3 +0,01 +0.04 

DOVEA'S TEST BULLS ARE SELECTED ON A 
PROTEIN / BUTTERFAT BASIS 

Dams of the seven Test Bulls selected for 1989 Season 
averaged 7613 Kg. milk 4.6% BF. 3.45% Protein. 

BEEF BULLS OF ALL BREEDS TO SUIT ALL NEEDS 

Write for 1989 bull brochure. 

Telephone: (0504) 21755 



Teachtaireacht 
, 
on 
Cathaoirleach 

TA se mar phribhleid a9am aT son Cumann Luthchleas Gael 
Thiobraid Arann laiT fior chaon failte a fearadh roimh 9ach duine 

ata annseo i Staid Semple inlu. Til traidisiuin iontach iomana a9 na 
hiomanaithe 6Mainistir na Croise agus Luach Magh, agus ta.imid uilig a9 
suille cluiche sAT maith , sportuil, agus go mbainfidh 9ach einne idir 6g 
agus aosta taithneamh as an la - is cuma ce hiad na buath6iri. 

On behalf of Mid Tipperary Board. I extend a hearty cead mile failte to 
one and all for our hurling showpiece here in Semple Stadium this 
evening. 

The teams taking part - Holycross and Loughmore - have reached 
this stage on merit and are very worthy contestants for highest honours 
in the Division. We look forward to those very keen rivals to provide a 
game in the best traditions of both clubs, a game to bring back memories 
of many epic finals in Mid Tipperary in former years, a sporting and 
manly game that will embrace all that is good in the game of hurling. 

We confidently look forward toa fitting climax to a well-contested and 
sportinq Mid championship, a game that will have a lasting impression, 
which will bring about a greater realisation of the value of the game of 
hurling, how it stands apart, ideally suited to the Celtic temperament as 
well as being conducive to discipline, self control and physical well-being. 

In conclusion, I thank all who helped in to-day's programme, all our 
clubs, referees and their officials, ticket sellers, gatemen, field 
committees and our ever loyal supporters. A special thanks to all our 
advert isers and our sponsors for this evening's final - Bank of Ireland 
Thurles, Gerry Chawke Clonmel and Derek and Eleanor O'Connell, 
Park Avenue House. 

L1AM 6 hAONGHUSA 
Cathaoirleach 
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C.L.G. Thiobraid Arann Mean 

1907-1989 
A T the County Convention in 1907 it was 

decided that there should be three 
divisions in the County: North, South and Mid, 
- the Mid Division 10 comprise Thurles, 
Moycarkey, Two Mile Borris, Templeluohy, 
Gurteen, Upperchurch, Milestone, Drombane, 
Holycross, CiollOuhy, Rossmore, Cappawhite, 
Cashel and Racecourse. 

At the first convention ci the new Division, 
John Cahill, Cashel, was elected Chainnan; 
Andy Mason, Drombane, Secretary, and Micky 
Maher, Tubberadora, Treasurer. Since that 
first convention the Mid Division has gone from 
strength to strength, it has grown with the 
Association and in turn has played nosmall part 
in helping !he Associ<ation's growlh. Tim 
Condon, Moycarkey, was elecled Chairman in 
1908 and WClS followed in that position in 1912 by 
Tom Semple; 1916 E. D. Ryan, Cashel; 1919 
Tom Kerwick, Thurles; 1924 Jim Gleeson, 
Dromoo.oe. 

The Iillter WilS succeeded in 1927 by Rev. 
John Meilgher ilnd from here on the influence of 
the clergy becilme very pronounced. Fr. 
Meilgher WilS succeeded in 1929 by Rev. Phil 
Fogarty, who WilS to become the Boord's 
longest serving chilirmiln. He WilS succeeded in 
1948 by Rev. Piltrick Lee. In 1956 Rev. Michilel 
Russell - now Bishop of Willer/ord - WilS 
elected to the post ilnd ilfter five years he 
hilnded over to Rev, Denis O'Meara, 
Moycarkey. 

in 1969lheofflCe of ChailTl1an was restored to 
the laiety when Tom O'Hara became the first 
layman in lorty·twoyears to hold the position. in 
1973 Tom was elected chairman of the County 
Boord and his successor in the Mid was Michael 
Small, Sarsfields. At this time the lerm of 
Chairman at Divisional and County level was 
confined to three years and when his term had 
expired in 1976 Michael Small was succeeded 
by his predecessor, Tom O'Hara, who became 
the first man to be elected twice to the position. 
Tim Maher, Boherlahan. was the next occupant 
of the chair and he was followed by Michael 
Lowry, Holycross, who went on to become 
County Chairman at the eTKI of his term in Mid. 
His successor in the Mid chair was Pat Cullen, 
Loughmore, and Pat was succeeded by current 
holder 01 office, Liam Hennessy, Moycarkey, 
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Andy Mason Drombane was elected Secretary 
at the first Convention in 1907 and held the 
position until 1930 when he was succeeded by 
Phil Cahill, Holycross, who was succeeded in 
1937 by Phil Purcell, Moycarkey. He was 
followed by '$weeper' Ryan, Moycarkey, 1948-
1966; Sean Ryan, Loughmore, 1966-1974; Liam 
Ryan, Holycross (now Fr. Liam), 1974·1979, 
and he was succeeded by present holder, Tom 
O'Hara. 

Although the Division has given many able 
and dedicated administrators to the Associiltion 
the real histroy of the Division lies in the gilmes 
and the many great players who graced the 
playing fields over the years and whose names 
will be enshrined forever in hurling annals. Of 
the Iwenty·two senior hurling Alilrelands won 
by Tipperary, eighteen were captained by 
players from Mid Division: 
1887- Jim Stapleton, Thur!es. 
1895,'96,'98- Mikey Milher, Tubberadora. 
1899- Jim Condon, Horse& Jockey. 
1900-Ned Hayes, Two Mile Borris. 
1906, 1905- Tom Semple, Thudes Sarsfields. 
1916, 1925- Johnny Leahy, Boherlahan. 
1930-John Joe Callanan, Thurles Sarsfields. 
1937- Jim lanigan, Thurles Sarsfields. 
1945- John Maher, Thurles Sarsfields. 
1949- Pat Stakelum, Holycross. 
1958- Tony Wall, Thurles Sarsfields. 
1962, '65-Jimmy Doyle, Thurles Sarsfields. 
1964-Mick Murphy, Thurles Sarsfields. 

There are several other records held in the 
Division. John Doyle, Holycross. holds a record 
eleven National League medals and up to 1983 
shared with the Late great Christy Ring a record 
eight senior All Ireland medals. This record was 
beaten by Noel Skehan of Kilkenny, who won a 
ninth award in that year, three of which were 
won as a substitute. 

Sarsfields are holders of twen ty,€ight senior 
hurling County tilles and clubs from the 
Division have won a total of sixty·three county 
senior hurling finals. 

The Gaels of Mid Tipperary can look back 
with justifiable pride on the achievements since 
1907, the acorn that Wilssown over eighty years 
ago has certainly grown into a mighty oak. 

Tomas 0 hEadlu_, Runoi 



"Thro' The Thatch" 
- The Thurles 

SarsfieJds Story 
Thurles Sa rsfields G.A.A. Club has, for over a century, been Ti'Pp,,,ary's and 
o~e of Ireland's leading clubs. It holds a record 28 Tipperary 
ti tles. 

Sarsfields men have also captained Tipperary to All-Ireland Senior Hurling 
victory on ten occasions: 

J im Stapleton ................... 1887 Joh n Maher ...................... 1945 
Tom Semple . .... ....... 1906, 1908 Tony Wall ......................... 1958 
J ohn Joe Callanan ............ 1930 Jimmy Doyle ........... 1962,1965 
J im Lanigan ..................... 1937 Michael Murphy ............... 1964 

Sarsfi elds Club has given to hurling some of its most legendary figures. Their 
story and the story ofThuries Sarsfields has been compiled by the late Donal 
O'Gorman. The book isan extensive account of the achievements of the c1ubat 
all levels and is illustrated by a large selection of photographs. 

A committee under the chairma nsh ip of Liam 6 Donnchu - Sarsfields 
Chairman, has been established to publish the book. Subscribers, who wish to 
be associated with this publication are asked to avail of the pre·publication 
price of £20. Subscribers will be our guests at the launch of the book and will 
receive a hardback copy. Both their names and addressed will be listed in the 
book as patrons of the publication. 

The following are the members of the publication committee: 

Rev. James Feehan P.P. Eithne O'Gorman 
Michael Dundon William Corbett 
Paddy O'Gorman Timmy Grace 
Brenda McNiff Jim Graham 
Anne Corridan 
John McCormack (Treasurer) Gerard Corbett (Secre rary) 

... _ ........... _ .. . - - - - - -x· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

Please send me ......... copy(ies) of 
" Thro ' The Thatch " - The Thurles Sarsfields Story 

I enclose cheque I postal order for "f ____ _ 

SUBSCRIBER'S NAME: 

ADDRESS: ........ . ..................... . ........... . 

Subscriptions should be sent to: John McCormack, 
Thude. Sarsfield. Treasurer, 14 Ard Na Croise. Thur.es, Co. Tipperary. 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to the 
Mid Tipperary G.A.A. Board on the 

1989 Senior Hurling Final 

Looking fo rward to a great game 
between keen rivals Holycross 

and Loughmore 
r .. ~ 

l i.tij 7JfI ' -~ 
WHEN IN CLONMEL CALL TO 

GERARD CHA WKE 
3 Upper Gladstone Street 

Select Lounge for Best Drinks & Personal Attention 



..... ~ 

" ,. -

iii 
'" -c: 
~ s· 

<0 

s: 
Q: z , 

--I 3 
'" :n .. :J » 
0 z 
'" z () - G) '" :J 

"Tl 
() 0 
'" ~ :n 
.~ 

--I 
~ 

'" I - m s: » 
() r 
G) r 
~ , 
'" - :n :;,- m 
'" £: :J 
Q. 

Z '-
0 0 
:;,-
:J 
() 
0 
~ 

3 
'" () 

?c 



Paths to the Final 
Loughmore-Castleiney 1-14; 
Loughmore-Costleiney 1-13; 
Lougnmore-Castleiney 1 16; 
Loughmore-Castl"iney 0-17; 
Ho]ycross·Ballycahi112·12; 

Losers Group: 
Holycross Ballycahill31S; 
Hotycross·Ballycahill4-16; 
Holycross-Ballycahilll 12; 

Drem-Inch 2·11 
Dram-Inch 1-11 (Replay) 
Moycarkey-Borris 2·7 
BoheriahanDuaUa 1-11 (Semi-Final) 
BoherlahanDual1a 4-16 

Dram Inch 3-7 
Mayne-T empletuohy 2-6 (losers Group Final) 
Sarsfields 0-12 (Semi-Final) 

.:.;.;.:.:.;.;.:.:.;.:.;.:.:.:.:.:.:.;.:.;.:.:.;.;.:.;.:.;.:.:.:.:.;.:.:.:.:.:-:.:.:.:.:.:.:.;.;.:.;.:.:.;.;.:.:.:-:.:-:.:.;.:.;.:.:.:-:.:.;.:.:-:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.;.:.;.:.:.;.;.;.;.:-;.;.:-:.;. .. ;.;.;.;.;.:.;.;.;.;.:-: 

HOL YCROSS-BALLYCAHILL 

LOUGHMORf-CASTLEINNEY f>Ic3. Brencllln o'Connor 
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First Visit to the North 
A TIPPERARY-ANTRIM ENCOUNTER 

I"'W'I Saturday, December 1, 1928, 
'-' the first Tipperary team ever 
travelled to Belfast to play Antrim in 
the All-Ireland junior hurling semi
finaL Tipperary had qualified for this 
game by earlier victories over 
Limerick, Kerry and Waterford in the 
Munster finaL On their way to the 
semi-final Antrim had a walkover from 
Cavan and victories over Donegal and 
Down. 

The Tipperary team left Thurles 
railway station at 9 o'clock on 
Saturday morning and travelled to 
Dublin where they had a break for 
lunch before continuing the journey to 
Belfast. On arrival al their destination 
they checked into their hotel and had 
a meal. No sooner was the laller over 
than they headed downtown to see 
what this 'notorious' city was like. As 
they wandered around looking at the 
sights some of the lads spotted a 
policeman who they recognised as a 
Black and Tan from earlier days in 
County Tipperary. He had been 
stationed at Sheverie, near 
Upperchurch, during the 'Troubles'. 
They became friends and he invited 
them to his Orange Lodge club where 
'a decent attempt was made to set 
them drunk'. The wag with the team 
said the attempt failed because there 
wasn't sufficient whiskey in the Lodge! 

The encounter doesn't seem to 
have had any bad repercussions. The 
following morning the team were 
taken for a three·hour sight ·seeing 
tour around the Glens of Antrim. 

The match was played at Corrigan 
Park in the afternoon and Antrim gave 
the visitors a good match. There 
was only a point between the teams at 

half·time on a score of 2·1 to }·3 in 
favour of Tipperary. 

The ialler added three goals in the 
second half and then Antrim came 
with a great rally that was better than 
the final score of 5·1 to 2·3 would give 
credit for. 

The teams were: 
Tipperary - A. Foley (Capt.), M. 

Matthews (goal), P. Guiry, R. Dwan, 
P. Q'Keeffe, E. Walsh, M. Wright, D. 
Walsh,J. Ryan , J. Maher,J. Lowry,J. 
Heeney, J. Maher, J . Stapleton, T. 
Smith. 

Antrim - J. Hunter, G. McDermott, 
P. Butler, D. Armstrong, E. Mackin, J. 
McKeown, H. Reid, A. Thornbury, J. 
McNally, W. Mulvenna, P. Fleming, H. 
Hill , J . Tuohy, P. Cunning, J . 
McGarry. 

The happiest feature of the 
Tipperary team's visit was the 
enjoyable ceili held in the evening in 
SI. Mary's Hall. The visitors, headed 
by Captain Johnny Leahy, received a 
tremendous reception from the Gaels 
of Belfast. A thoroughly Irish·lreland 
atmosphere surrounded the function, 
which was most successful and 
enjoyable for the merry throng. 

Many of the visitors were fresh to 
the North and pre·conceived ideas of 
their possible reception were happily 
shattered. 

They left, after an entertainment in 
which they were made at home, to 
carry back the tale of the strength of 
the Gaelic spirit in the North. 

They departed for home on 
Monday morning. In the AIl·lreland 
final at Dungarvan at a later date, 
Tipperary lost to Kilkenny by two 
points. 
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KEVIN 
DARMODY 
LTD. 

Wholesale Heating, Plumbing Supplier 

TWO-MILE BORRIS, THURLES 

We sell Radiators, Oil Burners, Gas Boilers, Gas Fires, 
Cookers, Pumps, Tanks, Cylinders, Valves, Piping, Fittings. 

Ii 
tf!! 

FREE QUOTATIONS - FREE DELIVERY 
Open to the Public 9-6 - 6 Days 

Phone: (0504) 44435/44269 

Best of luck to to-day's finalists 

from 

JOHN & BREDA KENNEDY 

CeV1teV1ar~ Rooms 

~UERAGG 
For Weddings, Socials 

and Parties 

Phone: (0504) 51376 



An Reiteoir 
Senior Hurling Final Referee 

Willie Clohessy 
Dram-Inch 

W ILLIE CLOHESSY of Dram
Inch dub WIll this evemng be 

refereeing his first senior final. Son of the 
lale Michael Clohessy who gave sterling 
5elVlce to his club as a player and to the 
Board as a referee. Willie has been 
officiating at Mid games for the past four 
years and has already had charge _ of 
Under-21, Junior and Intermediate hurling 
finals, as well asan Under-21 Footba!lfinal. 
Willie is the youngest ever referee to 
officiate at a Mid senior fUlCIl and is also the 
first to have 10 interrupt a honeymoon to 
do so. 

He is looking forward to this game and 
hopes that It will be played in the best 
I radillOn of Tipperary hurling abounding in 
skill, endeavour and above all 
sportsmanship. 

We \l'lsh him good luck In hI.!; first senior 
final and to himself and his charming wife 
Celine years of succ~ss and happiness in 
their married life. 

Umpires for Final: Matt McGrath, Pat 
Looby, Kevin Bourke, Ted Kennedy, 

linesmen for Final Eamon Long. Sean 
Hayes (all Dram Inch club), 

WIN, LOSE OR DRAW 

WELCOME HOME 
CONCERT 

For Tipperary Senior Hurling Team 

SEMPLE STADIUM, MON., 4th SEPT_, 7 - II p.m. 

WITH 

WOLFETONES&JOEDOLAN 
BAR FACILITIES & REFRESHMENTS AVA ILABLE 

Admission .............. _ ....... _ ................... £5 (Children U-14 Free) 
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(2) 
Pat Cormack 

(5) 
PatTreacy 

(10) 
Tom McGrath 

(13) 
Tom Larkin 

(Gree n and Red) 

(1) 
Eamonn Sweeney 

(3) (4) 
Peter Brennan Eamonn Brennan 

(6) (7) 
Jim Maher Mick McGrath 

(8) 
Pat McGrath 

(9) 
Ned Ryan 

(11) 
Michael McGrath 

(14) 
John Cormack 

(12) 
Seamus Bohan 

(15) 
Frankie McGrath 

Subs: (16) John Kennedy; (17) Richard Stapleton; 18, John Treacy; (19) Sean 6g 
Lynch; (20) Tommy Gleeson; (21) Philip Kennedy; (22) Stephen Maher; (23) Tom 
McGrath; (24) Phil Morris; (25) Jimmy Nolan, Selectors: Pat Cullen; Mick McGrath; 
Joe O'Grady; Tom Egan; Jack Walsh (Trainer/Coach), 

-""....., Ci;1 Cia;. , Se. c ..... , 65m Silor Poca .... 

1 . dh tu lh 

1.dh l uth 

IQmliin 



(1) 
Michael McGrath 

(2) (3) (4) 
Johnny Doyle Tom Dwyer Rory Dwan (capt.) 

(5) (6) (7) 
Phil Dwyer Michael Doyle Bengy Browne 

(8) (9) 
Oeclan Carr Jim Ryan 

(10) (11) (12) 
Tony Lanigan Pat Lanigan Stephen Dwan 

(13) (14) (15) 
Paul Slattery Richard Stakelum Paul Maher 

. 6. Tommy Lanigan; 17. Donal Ryan; l8.Gerry Fennessy; 19. Timmy I , 
Bul ler; 21. Phil Lowry; 22. Francis Maher; 23. Jim Fitzpatrick; 24. David 

Sel.,elors:. Michael Ryan, Phil Lowry, Paddy Kenny (Trainer/ Coach). 

HoIycrossfBallycahl C.il C.ili.1 S-Cluli ... s.orPoca._ 

1 ~dh le~th 

2 .. d h l u th 

loml.n 
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Best Wishes to Mid Board lor Today 's Hurling Finals 

Glasheen's 
Slievenamon Lounge 

Cabra Rd., Thurles 
Tel. (0504)21838 

Glasheen's 
Old Abbey Inn 

Holycross 
Tel. (0504) 43227 

BEST DRINKS SERVED - SANDWICHES & COFFEE 



Best wishes to Mid Board/or Today's Hurling Finals 
from your hosts Derek and Eleanor 0' Connell 

PARK AVENUE 
HOUSE 

FRIAR STREET, THURLES 
Tel. (0504) 21389/21144 

A Restaurant oj Distinction/or thal Special Occasion 

PRIVATE PARTIES, WEDDING BREAKFASTS, 
BUSINESS LUNCHES, BUSINESS DINNERS 

DINNERS NIGHTLY 

TUESDA Y - SATURDAY INCL. 
MONDAY A LA CARTE 6-8; SUNDAY LUNCH 12.30-2.45 

NUA GACH BfA, SEAN GACH Df 

I 
LARGE NEW LOUNGE NOW OPEN 

AFTER THE GAME 
Under Personal Supervision 
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Loughmore-Castleiney 
Team of the Eighties 
By Michael Dundon 

T HERE is no doubt about it, when the 
history of the Mid Division comes to 

be updated, Loughmore-Castleiney will go 
down as the team of the eighties in senior 
hurling. Theclub won it's first senior title in 
1983, the year it lost to 8orris-lieigh in the 
county championship, but for the past 
three years they have reigned supreme 
and are today attempting to win their 
fourth consecutive Midsenior hurling title. 

By any standards it is a great 
achievement, and when laken in 
conjunction with the dub's continuing 
success in football, it is nothing short of 
marwllous. It all started for loughmore
Castleiney back in the early seventies 
when, having dominated juvenile ranks, 
many of the current squad began to break 
on the adult scene. 

They had to be patient for the 
breakthrough, and lost three county 
minor hurling finals, once to Cashel and 
twice to Nenagh, before they recorded 
their only county title in the grade in 1979 
when they beat Knockavilla Kic.khams. 
Players from those teams now form the 
backbone of the current side whose 
greatest moment was last year when they 
defeated B<mis-Ueigh to capture the Dan 
Breen Cup for the firs llime. 

Part of Ihe secrel of the Loughmore· 
Caslleiney success is that the team is very 
much a family unit. Families like the 
McGralhs, McCormacks. T reacys and 
Brennans supply the nucleus of the leam 
and the dose bonds Ihal have been 
formed over the years bind them logether 
into a most formidable combination. Now 
that Ihey have served their apprenticeship 
in the senior hurling trade and emerged 
triumphant, they look set to be the 
masters for some time to come. 
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However, the real key to the dub's 
success has been the great belief the 
players have in their own ability_ In view of 
the individual achievements of the players, 
with so many representing the county at 
various levels, this is not surprising, and 
anyone who follows the games in Mid 
Tipperary will 11211 you quickly enough that 
you never have Loughmore·Castleiney 
beaten until the final whistle sounds. 

At present Pat McGrath and John 
Cormac are part of the Tipperary squad 
preparing for the All-Ireland but others 
sUCh as Michael McGrath, Tom McGrath, 
Peter Brennan and Jim Maher have also 
IoUOm the county senior hurling jersey 
while Seamus &han is a member of the 
Tipperary under-21 team. Together they 
represent a vast wealth of talent and 
experience, ingredients so vital to the 
winning of championships. 

1be dub is also fortunate in the calibre 
of the men behind the scenes, who have 
given unselfishly of their time and talent for 
the sake of "their little village". Jackie 
Walsh, the current coach and the man 
who steered them to that memorable first 
county title last year, has served the dub 
well both as an outstanding player in his 
younger days and nO\ll in his new rOle is 
quickly building up a considerable 
reputation for himself. 

Overall though, il is the togetherness of 
Loughmore-Castleiney thai is their 
outstanding feature and which makes 
them such a diffICult side to overcome. 
The loyalty of their supporters is widely 
recognised too, and it is a loyalty that has 
been repaid handsomely by the parish's 
hurlers in recent years. 

Thecurrent dub officers are: President, 
Bill Ryan; Chairman, Se~n Mockler; 
Secretary, John Treacy; Treasurer, Eddie 
Webster; P.R.O., Pat Healy. 



MID TIPPERARY 
SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS 

1907 Thurles 
J908 Thurles 
1909 Thurles 
1910 Two-Mile-Borris 
\9\l Thurles 
\912 Sarsfields 
1913 Boherlahan 
1915 Thurles Sarsfields 
1916 Boherlahan 
1917 Boherlahan 
1918 Boherlahan 
1919 Boherlahan 
1920 Thurles/Moycarkey 
1921 No Championship 
1922 Moycarkeyrrwo·Mi1e-Borris 
1923 Moycarkey 
1924 Moycarkey 
1925 Thurles Sarslields 
1926 Moycarkey/Borris 
1927 Clonoulty 
1928 Castieiney/Killea 
1929 Thurles Sarsfields 
1930 Moycarkey/Borris 
1931 Moycarkey/Borris 
1932 Moycarkey/Borris 
1933 Moycarkey/Borris 
1934 Moycarkey/Borris 
1935 Thurles Sarsfields 
1936 Thudes Sarsfields 
1937 Moycarkey 
1938 ThurlesSarsfields 

Mid Board Chairmen 
1907 John Cahill, Cashe! 
1908 Tim Condon, Moycarkey 
1912 Tom Semple, Thurles 
1916 E. D. Ryan, Cashel 
1919 Tom Kerwick, Thurles 
1924 Tim Gleeson, Drombane 
1927 Rev, John MeagherC.C, Thurles 
1929 Rev. Phil Fogarty, CC, MOYC<lrkey 
1948 Rev. Patrick Lee C.C, Templemore 
1956 Rev. Mick Russell,St. Patrick's 
1961 Rev. D. O'Meara, C.C., Moycarkey 
1969 Tom O'Hara, Gortnahoe 
1973 Michael Small, Sarsfields 

1939 Thurles Sarsfields 
1940 Moycarkey 
1941 Boherlahan 
1942 Thurles Sarsfields 
1943 Moycarkey 
1944 Thurles Sarsfields 
1945 Thurles Sarsfields 
1946 Thurles Sarsfields 
1947 Holycross 
1948 Holycross 
1949 Borrisoleigh 
1950 Thurles Sarsfields 
1951 Holycross 
1952 Thurles Sarsfields 
1953 Boherlahan 
1954 Holycross 
1955·64 Thurles Sarsfields 
1%5 Moycarkey 
1968-69 Thurles Sarsfields 
1970 Moyne 
1971 Moycar~ey 
1972 Moyne 
1973 Thurles Sarsfields 
1974 Dram/Inch 
1975 Thurles Sarsfields 
1976·77 Moyne 
1978 Holycross 
1979·80 Thur\es Sarsfields 
1981-82 Moycarkey 
1983 loughmore/Castleiney 
1984 Drom/lnch 
1985 Holycross·Ballyc<lhili 
1986·88 loughmore·Castleiney 

1976 Tom O'Har<l, Gortnahoe 
1979 Tim Maher, Boherlahon 
1982 Michael Lowry, Holycross 
1985 Pat Cullen, loughmore 
1988 liam Hennessy, Moycarkey 

Mid Board Secretaries 
1907 Andy Mason, Drombane 
1930 Phil Cahill, Holycross 
1937 Phil Purcell, Moycarkey 
1948 Paddy Ryan, Moycarkey 
1966 Sean Ryan, Loughmore 
1974 Liam Ryan, Holycross 
1979 Tom O'Hara, Gortnahoe 
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Holycross-Ballycahill 
By John Guiton 

Tipperary Star 

W ITH many illustrious names such as 
Doyle, Stakelum, Maher, Gorman, 

and many more springing to mind, it's easy 
see why Holycross-BaUycahill has been 
synonomous with the Gaelic Athletic 
Association since its foundation. 

In its 104 year history it has been to the 
forefront in the game of hurling not just in 
the Mid division, but indeed at county 
level, and has won the admiration of 
hurling followers everywhere for its 
wholehearted contribution. 

In its long history the club has had the 
distinction of being the first Tipperary 
learn to defeat a Cork side. It happened in 
1886 when Holycross travelled to Cork for 
a monster tournament and defeated St. 
Finbarr's. 

After some defeats in early years the 
club disappeared from the senior ranks 
until 1914 but Clodiagh Rangers - a 
combination of Holycross-Ballycahill and 
Drombane - won the 1913 Mid J unior 
title. A Mid Junior title came to the parish 
in 1922, and the club rejoined the senior 
ranks in 1923 but without success. The 
following year it transferred to the South 
division but here a heavy defeat at the 
hands of Coolmoyne prOVided a major 
setback and sent the club back to the Mid 
again. 

1941 marked the beginning to a new era 
for Holyc ross-Ballycahill with the 
annexing of the first county title. This was 
at jUnior level and with Dinny O'Gorman 
the leading figure they defeated Clerihan. 

Success at senior level was to follow six 
years later when the first Mid ti tle came to 
the parish, at the expense of Sarsfields, 
but Carrick Swans put an end to county 
championship hopes. Glory was just 
around the corner however, despite that 
setback, for the following year Holycross 
captained by Francis Maher won the 
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county senior crown. Pat Stakelum led the 
Tipperary team to All· lreland and National 
League victories the following year and 
John Doyle won the first of his eight All
Ireland medals. 

In that same year the Dr. Harty Shield 
for the county U/ 15 hurling championship 
was won for the first time and the senior 
county championship was won again in 
1951 and '54. The records show that the 
Mid championship was regained in 1966, 
and while the late sixties and early 
seventies saw a decline in fortunes 1973 
brought the county U/16 championship 
and the junior county title arrived in 1974. 

Holycross exacted revenge on 
Sarsfields in '78 and in that same year their 
younger players showed great promise by 
capturing the county U/21 crown. 

The eighties started off on a bright note 
for the club with no less than three titles 
going their way in '82. County 
championships were won in minor huring, 
junior football, and urban/rural under-14 
football. 

Although they did capture the Mid 
pennant in 'ss Holycross would be the first 
to admit that a great deal more success 
might have come their way. They have 
been something of an enigma, so 
authorative in their play and yet unable to 
deliver the killer punch in many vital 
matches. Indeed in many ways they were 
the better side in last year's decider 
between the same clubs but their score
taking ability, or lack of it, let them down. 
How determined they are now to avenge 
for that defeat and with quality players in 
the side who can tum in an inspired 
display they must feel very confident now 
of ending the champions reign. Trainer 
Paddy Kenny and the backroom team 
have left no stone unturned in trying to 
achieve that goal. 



HAYESHDTEL 
Thurles 

TELEPHONE: 0504-22122 
Under new Management 

Our emphasis is on Quality Food and 

Excellent Service 

THE NEW NIGHT CLUB 

"EVES" 
now open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
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BEST WISHES TO TODA Y'S FINALISTS 

MAHER INSURANCES 

AGENTS FOR EDUCATIONAL 

BUILDING SOCIETY 

MITCHEL STREET, 
THURLES 

TEL. (0504) 21434 

BEST WISHES TO MID BOARD 
FOR HURLING FINALS 

J. L. JOHNSTON (1959) LTD. 

LIBERTY SQUARE, 
THURLES 

FOR BEST QUALITY & VALUE 
IN FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
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Thirty Years Ag,2 
O N Sunday, Augusl2nd, 1959, the old 

field In Gaile was the setting for a 
much awaited Mid Final clash between 
tOOse keen and sporting rivals Thurles 
Sarsfields and Holycross-Ballycahill. 

Contested in glorious v.oeatner and on a 
pilch that was a credit to the Boherlahan 
club, the opening thirty minutes brought 
back memories of the great struggles 
between those teams in the 1947-1953 
period. Sarsfields fielded a slar studded 
team who had won divisional and county 
honours in the previous four years, 
however an exuberant Holycross fifteen 
matched them for forty.five thrill-packed 
minutes, lash for lash, score for score, bUI 
eventually went down by twelve points-a 
margin of victory rather f1allering to the 
winners. Prior to the game TUmoUT was 
rife that the champions were u on the way 
down" and that "there's nothing coming in 
Holycross". Both teams however 
scotched those rumours in no uncertain 
fashion when, with Ihe sun blazing down 
from a dear blue sky those two sides 
entered into the fray with gusto to show 
that hurling was far from dead in 
Mid-Tipperary. 

Thechampions won and noone present 
could say it was the victory of a team on 
the way out. Holycross went down 10 
defeat with heads unba.ved - they just 
"ran out of steam" in the dosing ten 
minutes, but the younger members of the 
side showed that they were determined to 
regain for the little village the glory that 
was its own less than a decade previously. 
They fought for every ball with tenacity, 
and although they lacked the polish which 
is only gained with experience they could 
feel proud of the fact that with the aid of 
their older and more experienced 
comrades they IIX?re in the game with a 
chance up to the last ten minutes. 

A surprise placing on the Holycross 

team was that of John Doyle at centre 
forward. In 1958 Doyle surprised the 
hurling world't"hen mowd out to left half 

By 
Tom O 'Hara 

back on the Tipperary team, where the 
Holycross Hercules proceeded to gi\le a 
hurling lesson to some of the best half 
forwards in the country. In the 1959 MId 
Final he sprang another surprise when in 
the new position of centre·forward he 
hurled with great enthusiasm to have the 
better of the tussle with the great Tony 
Wall. An ardent Holycross fan on the 
sideline remarked "What Jimmy Doyle 
can do John Doyle can do beller", 

Whether or not John heard this remark 
he weflt on to display amazing accuracy 
from placed .balls. As well as Doyle, 
Holycross had great displays from Pal 
Stakelum at centre·back, "Bowler" Doyle, 
Michael Maher, Liam Quinn, Liam Skelly 
and Roger Dwan played soundly in goal. 
Sarsfields outstanding player was Jimmy 
Doyle. Regarded as SarsfJelds and 
Tipperary's best forward his display in this 
game fixed the crown more firmly on his 
head. Others to show up well for the 
champions were goalie 'Blackie' Keane. 
veteran defender Mickey Byrne, Connie 
Keane and Noel Murphy in the half-back 
line, Ray Reidy and Mick Murphy had their 
moments at mid·fleld and Larry Keane was 
the most dangerous forward alter Jimmy 
Doyle. 

The game was contested in a grand 
sporting spirit, and it was a credit to both 
teams that there was not one incident to 
mar a thrilling hours hurling. 

Final acore: Saurie.lds 3 ·15; Holycr088 
2-6. Ref. Gerry FitzgeTaId, Umerick. 

The learns lined OUI as follows: 
Sarsfield. : M. Keane. M. Byrne, B. 

Mockler, B. Maher. C. Keane, T. Wall, W. 
Murphy, R. Reidy, M. Murphy, J . Doyle, M. 
Maher, P. Dorney, Larry Keane, S. 
Mcloughlin, M. McElgunn. 

Hotycro88: R. Dwan, E. Ryan, M. Maher, F. 
Bannon, G. Doyle, P. Stakelum, C. MoIoney,J. 
Ryan, B Bannon, L. Quinn, J. Doyle, T. Kelly, 
L. Skelly, M. Ryan, L. Dwan. 
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Centenary 
Co-operative 

Creamery Ltd. 
Ballyduff, Thurles, 

Co. Tipperary 

Butter Manufacturers 

BLUE & GOW ANIMAL 

FEEDSTUFFS 

Agents for Westfalia Milking Machines, 
Hardware. Fertilisers and Seeds. 

Branches: 

Cashel, Littleton, Loran, Montore, 
Templetuohy, Castieiney, Killea, 
Drom, Ballyduag & Loughmore. 

Tel: (0504) 45216 



TIM MAHER 
& SON 

Insurance Brokers And 
Specialists In Life & Pensions 

AGENTS FOR THE IRISH NATIONWIDE 
BUILDING SOCIETY 

Croke St., Thuries, Co. Tipperary. (0504) 21444 

BEST OF LUCK FROM 

GROUND LIMESTONE 
Irish Sugar P.L.C. 

KILLOUGH QUARRY, HOLYCROSS 
Tel: (0504) 41234/41254 

LISDUFF QUARRY, ERRILL 
Tel: (0505)44113 

Contact: 
LIAM DEVANEY. Tel. (0504) 22817 (Home) 

PADDY WHITE. Tel. (056) 32137 
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® 
Bank £Flreland. 

The bank of a lifetime 
YOUR FRIEND IN THE AREA 

SEAN O'CALLAGHAN 
MANAGER 

Phon, 21511,21944, ~~ 
Bank on a winning side with ~ 

Bank (f'lreland. 
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