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Can Suas Amhran 
AMHRAN NA bhFIANN 

Smne Fianna Fail 
Ata faoi gheall 89 Eirinn 
Buion dar slo 
Thar toinn do rainig chugainn 
Faai mhoid beith saor 
Saanti, ar sinsear feasta 
Ni fhagfsr faoin tiorain na faoin tfaill 
Anocht a theann sa bhearna bhaoil 
Le gear ar Gaeil chun bais no saojl 
Le gunna screach faoi lamhach na bpi lear 
Seo Jibh canaig' Amhran na bhFiann. 

Tipperary had a unique distinction in 1909. They played 
in three All-Ireland Senior Hurling Finals in the one year at 
three different venues. They drew the 1908 one v Dublin at 
Jones' Road, won the replay at Athy. and were beaten by 
Kilkenny in the 1909 Final at Cork. 

• * * 
All-Ireland medals were easy to come by in Tipperary 

after the turn of the century. Take Johnny Walsh of Tubbera
dora, for instance. He had won five before he was 24 years 
old. His brother Denis won four-1895/6/1/8. To get even 
with Johnny, Denis came back in 1916 (21 years after his first 
medal) to win another AU-Ireland senior medal. He is believed 
to be the oldest man to have won AU-Ireland senior honours. 

TONY O'DWYER LTD. 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

Thornhill, Birdhill 
FOR INDUSTRIAL and COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES 

Phone (061) 79158 
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T eachtaireacht 0 Chathaoirleach 
an Bhoird 

Ta Craobh-Chlulche lomanD Sinscarach buadle linn oris 
agus ta Gill Ruain (curaithe an chonndae) agus na Roinne i 
gcoinne Rosere. Ta sui! a9am go mbeidh an cluiche spoirtiul 
agus thar barr mar cluiche . Mo bhuiochas go gach 
hOifigigh eagsuta den Bhard. Fearaim failte goimh gach duinc 
anseo. 

This year there has been much criticism 01 the standard 
of hurling within the county, but Kilruane MacDonagh and 
Roscrea are the finalists on merit. Both these clubs down the 
years have made valuable contributions to the county I have 
no doubt that the teams participating today are aware of the 
responsibility that rests on them, both to club and county. 

Congratulations to our Tipperary minors and best of luck 
to our under 21 hurlers who meet Cork on Wednesday even· 
ing in Cork . 

Thanks 10 the Runal . Piidraig 0 Meachalr, and to the 
Board officials. the Park Committee, na moltoiri, the Nenagh 
Band, and Paddy Prior. 

All have helped in the presentation of our final as a memo· 
able occasion. Mo bhuiochas libh. 

Tomas 0 Ciarba (Cathaolrieach) 

« • * 

Buiochas 
Th is Programme is sponsored by Newport GAA Club. We 

thank the North Board for affording us the opportunity of doing 
so. W e are grateful to those who have advertised in the 
Programme and we ask you to support them. We also owe 
our appreciation to those who contributed articles and helped 
in any way in compiling the Programme. 
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Pa ths to The Fina I 
KILRUANE 

beat Eire 09 3·14 to 0-7 
beat Lorrha '·12 to 2· 7 
beat Roscrea 2-9 to 1-9 
beat Silvermines 4-8 to 0-11 
beat Borris-tleigh 2-10 to ' -11 
conceded to Moneygall 
beat Borris-lleigh '-13 to 3-4 

in semi-final 

Kilnlanc Scorers 
S, Hennessy 0-3 
J . Williams 4-5 
S. O'Meara 3-4 
G. Williams 2-5 
M. Waters 2-0 
D. Whelan 1 -1 
E. O'Shea 0-4 
M . Keogh 0-4 
L. O'Shea 1-0 
L. Gaynor 0-1 
J . O'Meara 0-1 
D. Cahill 0-3 

Total 13-

ROSCREA 

beat Borris- lleigh 0-10 to 0-9 
beat Silvermines 3-9 to '-6 
beat lorrha 3-5 to 2-2 
beat EIre 09 3-16 to 2-10 
lost to Moneygall3-12 to 2-9 
lost to Kilruane 2-9 to '-9 
beat Silvermines 1-15 to 1-2 

In semi-fmal 

Roscrea Scorers 
F. Loughnane 4-33 
J. Tynan 1-6 
J . Stone 3-4 
J . Butler 3-2 
G. O'Connor 0- 10 
J . Shanahan 0-6 
P. Queally 0-5 
K. O-Connor 0-4 
T. Ryan 2-0 
J , Spooner 0-2 
P. loughnane 0-1 

Total 13-73 

ROSCREA G.A.A. CLUB 
wishes to thank its many patrons who 

supported their recent fund·raising 
activities and sponsored the Programme 
for the opening of St. Cronan's Park. 
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Roscrea's Finest Hour 
August 29, 1954, at Nenagh 

This was the date ~nd venue for what matty belie\le was 
Roscreo's linest hour. The game was the decider In the North 
championship and Borrisolcigh were. retgning county cham
pions. They we rid powered by the Ryans, the Kenoys, Jimmy 
Finn. and minor star lii11T1 Devaney. But their four year reign 
of unbrokEn supremacy in North Tipperary came to an end 
when Martin loughnane. Michael Butler, 8erg,in, Rowland and 
company brought Rcscrc;) .I twO POUlts victOfY wh,ch wa., 
urcch.: rI hy unp,lratlcled ICJu:cing. 

• • * 

Triumph at last 
On October 13th, 1968. h<lving already lost five county 

flrKII~ and still w3iling for their iirs! litle, Roscrea faced Thurles 
Sorsfi...rds in the county decider. Sarsfields had been dethroned 
m 1966 after their greM run of ten (.tles in eleven years, but 
they w ore sull <I formir'abtc line up with names like Jimmy 
Doyle, Tony Wall, Sean McLoughlin, Blackie Keane and Michl, 
McElgunn to the lore, It wasn't a memorable final but the 
RoscrCiJ spirit finally brcko.! the hoodoo that seemed to dog 
them in the county fUlc1ls The decades of disapPOintment 
were forgonen when the Dan Breen Cup was presented to 
John D.II'on, 

Of lhal warn, Brendan M fl hcr, Tadhg O'Connor, Francis 
Loughnane, Joe Tynan and Liam Spooner still remain, 

.• 

BEST WISHES TO THE FINALISTS 

SPOONER'S GARAGE LTD. 
VOLKSWAGEN, AUOI and MAZDA MAIN DEALERS 

Roscrea and Thurles 
Tel (0505) 21063 Tel. (0504) 22256 
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Na Reiteoiri 
DONAL 0 NIAllAIN 

Donie Nealon needs no 
introduction to the people of 
North Tipperary . He has carved 
a name for himself as a player, 
an administrator and a trainer/ 
coach. Son of Rody, famed star 
of the 19205, Don ie teaches in 
Newtown NS. He received 
his secondary education at 5t 
Flannan's College, Enn is, with 
whom he won a Harty Cup 
medal III 1954. In the same year 
he was chosen at left half for· 
ward on the Mu nster Colleges 
team. While working in Dublin 
he played with UCD. 

later, during the 60s, he was to form part of a most 
potent forward machine that brought many AII-Irelands to 
Tipperary. Served as Secretary of North Board and IS cur
rently Secretary of Munster CounCIl. Very active In his native 
Burgess club where he IS the guiding light In their play ing, 
social development and training activities. 

• * " 
M ICYAEl 0 NUALLAIN: Refereeing the curta in raiser to

day will be Mick (Spike) Nolan. A member of the Tipperary 
All- Ireland winning under 21 hurling team in 1967, he has been 
an established member of the M oneygall senior hurling team 
since the mid 60s. He is a very dedicated club man which w as 
tlcmonstrated in the amount of time and energy he spent in 
the buildm9 of Moneygall' s Centre. Presently his club' s dele
qate to Board. 

. 

Hnvc that after match discussion in comfortable surroundings 
while enjoying our best drinks and service, in 

THE PLUNGE INN 
Connolly Street, Henagh 

(PROP; MATT RYAN) 
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Quiz 
1. How many of the 30 players starting today's gdme hold 

All-Ireland mter-county hurling med&ls? 
2. What is the name of the GAA Field in Newport? 
3. How many Tipperary men have held the position of Uach· 

taran Cumann luithchleas Gael? 
4. Name the trophy awarded for the North Tipperary Junior 

Hurling Championship? 
5. How many All-Ireland senior hurling medals dId Donie 

Nealon win? 
6. Who WqS 'The Guardian" Player of the Year In 19797 
7. In what year did Tipperary win three AU-lrel<'lnd hurling 

championships? 
B. Who was the only man to hold the position of Chairman 

of the North Tipperary Board for two non consecu tive 
terms? 

9. In what year was the North Board established? 
10. Who was the last man to captain q Tipperary All- Ireland 

winning team? 
Entries to Denis Floyd, Birdhill. First correct entry opened 

011 Friday, August 8th, will receive [5. -

as a 

.. _-
THE WHITE COCKATOO, 

BIRDHILL 
PROP.' JOE RYAN 

Lounge Bar 
HALF-WAY HOUSE - NENAGH/L1MER ICK 

BED and 'BREAKFAST 
PEGGY O'BRIEN, BIRDHILL 

Phone (061) 79125 

COMFORTABLE ACCOMMODATION IN A HOMELY ATMOSPHERE 
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Board Presidents 
Joint Presidents of North Tipperary Board are two mcn 

who have given a life-long service to the GAA in many spheres 
-Aody Nealon and Denis Costelloe. 

Ruairi 0 Niallain: One of the few survivors of the great 
Youghalarra/Portroe teams of the 19205. Rody never won a 
North S,H. championship, mainly due to the dominance of the 
Toomevara Greyhounds. with whom they had many stirring 
encounters. Won a J.H. All-Ireland in 1924 and was a member 
of the Tipperary team that took the senior title the 'ollowir:9 
year. Went on the Amencan tour 1926. Played for Ireland in 
the Tailteann Games 1924 Served as Chairman of North Board 
1924-25 and was a County Board member for over 30 years. 
Represented Tipperary on Munster Council. Achieved pro
minence ns a referee in which capacity hc acted at local and 
and inter-county level. Worked hard in his own club in pro
moting the game and was an active member of Connradh na 
nGaeilgc. Fear uasal, ,mreoir, reiteoir agus Gaeilgeoir ata ina 
shlainte los. Ta na slolta curtha a9 a leitheid. Bainfimidne an 
lomhal r. 

Denis Costello: One of the longest serving members of 
the Shannon Rovcrs club, Denis has seen a long and disin-
9U1shed ca reer involved In GAA activities. Club Secretary for 
over 20 yea rs and a delegate to North Board. Represented the 
North division at County Board level for 25 yea rs. Played 
senior hurling at 17 years of age. Won an intermediate medal 
In 1930, a county jUnior In 1939, and In between won a North 
Tipperary senior hurhng championship With a Kildangan/KiI
barron combination In 1934. Prominent also as a referee for 
many yea rs Denis is still a very active club member and a 
faithful follower of Shannon Rovers. 

Go dtuga D,a an tslainte do. ;. 
BEST WISHES TO ROSCREA from 

JOHN McDONNELL 
FRUIT - VEGETABLES - POTATOES - FISH 

Main Sf., Roscrea. Tel. (0505) 21804 
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North Tipperary S.H.C. Roll of Honour 
TOOMEVARA: 1910101913, 1916 to 1919, 1922, 1923, 1925 10 1931, 

1946,1958,1960 to 1962-(22). 

ROSCREA' 1936,1937, 1939, 1941. 1942, 1945, 1949, 1954. 1963, 1967 to 
1971_( 14) . 

aOR RIS ·llEIGH. 1947, 1950 to 1953, 1955, 1972, 1973, 1976-(91 . 

LAIIORNA DE WETS: 1901 to 1904. 1906 10 1908-(7) 

LORRHA 1905.1914,1934,1948,1956.1966-(6) 

KILHUANE: 1940, 1944, 1959, 1965, 1977-79-(7) 

KllDANGAN- 1934, 1938. 1943-(3) 

NENAGH 1915,1957, 1964-(3) 

NI"WPOAT 1932, 19:¥.>-(2) . 

YQUGI-tAlARRA ' 1009-(1) 

S'LV[RMI~~ES: 1974-(1). 

UORR ISOKANE" 1933-(1) 

MONEYGAlL 1975-(1) . - a • 

Michael Moloney 
Engineering 

Tractors, Gates, Cattle Crushes 

Wrought Iron Works, etc. 

CORK ROAD, NEWPORT 
Phone (061) 78323 
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Kilruane MacDonagh Club History 
Hurling has always held a treasured place in Cloughjordan 

parish. In the early days of the GAA the local heroes were 
known as The Ninety Eights, their name commemorating the 
fighting men of 1798. With the foundation of the North Board 
in 1901 began the success story of the legendary De Wets. 
From 1901 to 1908 they collected seven North titles and cap
tured the county crown in 1902 when they defeated Carrick. 

With the decline of the De Wets the present success 
story did not begin to unfold until the early '305 when the 
Kilruane MacDonagh club w~s formed. This club bore the 
name of Cloughjordan's noblest son Thomas MacDonagh, just 
(IS their illustrious predecessors bore the name of another 
famous soldier, General Christian De Wet, a hero of the Boer 
War. 

The MacDonaghs had their first breakthrough in 1940 
when the North senior hurling title was annexed. Since then 
the club has gone from strength to strength to become one of 
the leading clubs in the county. The major breakthrough for 
the club came in 1977 when after years of frustration and bitter 
disappointment the Dan Breen Cup, the symbol of supremacy 
in Tipperary hurling, was captured. The MacDonaghs have 
captured 12 county titles in different grades: Senior Hurling (3) 
1977-79, Senior Football (1) 1975, Junior Hurling (2) 1960 
and 1978, U-21 Hurling (4) 1973-76, Minor Hurling (1) 1971, 
U-21 Football (1) 1978. The club has won 39 North titles in 
different nrades: Senior Hurling (7) 1940, 1944, 1959, 1965, 
1977-79; Junior Hurling (6) 1950, '54, '56, '60, '46 and '75; 
Intermediate Hurling (1) 1978; Minor Hurling (5) 1952,1964, 
1971-73; U-21 Hurling (6 ) 1972-76 and 1978; Senior Football 
(4) 1972, '76, '77, '79; Junior Football (2) 1971 and '75; Minor 
Football (2) 1970 and '72; U-21 Football (6) 1970, 1973-76 
and 1978. As well as these titles in the adult grade the club 
has won numerous championships at both county and divi
sional level III juvenile competitions. 

The club has provided its share of talent for the county 
down the years. The best known are All-Ireland medal winners 
Tom Moloughney and Len Gaynor. The club has also produced 
capable administrators. The present North Board Chairman is 
dubman Tom Kirby, while Fr Niall O'Meara (RIP) guided the 
affairs of the division in 1956. In the time of the De Wets 
James O'Meara <lnd Michael Kennedy both had stints as Sec
retary, while James O'Meara also held the position of Chair
man. 

The club's spacious ground is MacOonagh Park, Clough. 
jordan, officially opened in 1966, while the club's social centre 
is the Fr Neill O'Mesm Memorial Centre which was opened in 
1975. 
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KILRUANE MacDONAGHS CLUB OFFICERS 1980 
President : V . Rev . Joe Hayes, PP 
Vice-President : V. Rev . E. Whyte, Adm.; Rev . l. Murray, CC 
Chairman : Jim Casey 
Vice -Cha irmen : DeniS Cahill and Mlck Meara 
Secretary: Gilbert Williams 
Treasurer: Michael Hennessy 
Football Chairman : Jim Moloughney 
Football Secretary: Michael Cahill 

Senior Selectors: Billy Meara, Mick Meara, Tom Moloughney 

Len Gaynor (Trainer/ Coach) ; Ned Fogarty (Masseur) . 

Patrick 'Wedger' Meagher has been described as 'the 
greatest hurler never to have won an All-Ireland medal. He 
was at his best on the field around the 1913-19 period. He was 
captain of the famous Toomevara Greyhounds and he acted as 
Secretary of the North Board. He spent his latter years in New 
York. 

• * • 
Roscrea won the All-Ireland club championsh ip in 1971 . 

They are the only Tipperary team to have achieved this honour. 

• * • 
Tadhg O'Connor in 1971 captained the last Tipperary 

team to win a senior All -Ireland. One wonders who will be the 
ncxt man to have this distinction and when? 

• * • 
At Thurles Petty Sessions in June 1909 a 10 year old boy 

was charged with hurling in a back street and was fined 10/ 6d 
or 14 days in jail. 

* • • 
It is fifty years ago since Tipperary won the triple crown 

of hurling. Newport were well represented on the minor team, 
with Jack and Jimmy Coffey and Jim Close on the team, ;Ina 
Mick Boland and Ned Delaney on the selection. 

* • • 
Old timers maintained that Jack Rochfort was the great · 

est full-back of all time. Small in stature. he won seven All · 
Irelands with Kilkenny between 1904 and 1913. He was born 
in Chapel Lane, Newport, but went to live in Kilkenny at an 
early age. Some years after he had retired, as he left Croke 
Park on AII·lreland day, his companion p, O. Mehigan (Car· 
bery) quipped, "It was easy for you, Jack, there was no full 
forward in your day". 

"But Paddy", replied Jack, "it was I who made them 
look bad". 

" 



Economy of Players 
It is interestmg to note that Kilruane have used only 17 

players in their championship run this season. In actual fact 
these same players have been together now for the past four 
years during which time they have annexed three North and 
three County titles. They are bidding today for four in a row, 
a feat previously achieved by Toomevara and Borrisoleigh. 

Roscrea in contrast have gone through 21 players this 
year to date In all effort to arrive at the proper blend. Their 
team captain . Roger Ryan, in actual fact hasn't played 
at all this season. Being a selector he prefers to lead f rom the 
bench. 

• • • 
Roscrea and Kilruanc met In both the North and County 

finals 01 1978. Kilruane came with a late rally to take the two 
titles . 

• • • 
Camogle started in Tipperary In 1932. 

THE FREIGH 
INN 

(O'Sullivan's, Newport) 

Cabaret and Dancing every weekend 
FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR 

Phone (061) 78122 
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Under 21 Hurling Teams 
BUIRGHEAS 

lIugh Ryan 

John O' Donoghue 

John McCarthy 

Tim Walsh 

Pat W alsh 

Gerard Mulcahy 

Christy Quigley 

John Darcy 

Mattie Reidy 

Pat Slattery 

Jim Wal sh 

Paddy Reidy 

Pat Grace 

Pat Coffey 

Michael Ryan 

16--Llam Grace. 17-EdwBfd Gleeson. l8-Tommy Kearns, 19-
John Joe Ryan, 2Q.-Oeclan Nealon, 21-Tom Carrolt, 22-Gerard Slal-

lo ry -;-:-;;-"';:'::-;":'i~;;-;~:------"'-'---;;--;:--:-
TUAIM UI MHEARA 

Michael Egan 

Sean Nolan 

Brian Delaney 

Seamus Young 

Seamus O'Meara 

Tom Shanahan 

Jim Ryan 

Martin O'Meara Eddie Friend 

Michael Meaoher 

Paddy Shanahan 

M ichael McCormack Seamus Flaherty 

John Kennedy Frank McCormack 

16--Jimmy Dunne, 17-Mlchaer Spillane, 18-Thomas Farrell, 19-
John Gleeson, 20-Noel McDonnell, 21-John Delaney. 

GOOD LUCK TO KILRUANE 

from 

LUCKY BAGS 
O'Meara's, Kilruane 
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COME TO ... 

Hotel Ormond 
NENAGH 

FOR YOUR 

- Wedding Receptions 

- Birthday Parties 

- Dinner Dances, etc. 
Phone 067 - 31404 / 31292 

For QUALITY and SERVICE 
RELY ON 

ROADSTONE 
TOUCH 

Specialist s in 

-

TARMACADAM DRIVEWAYS, ROAOSUR FACING and 
KERBING 

Contact 

Contracts Dept., Sing land, Limerick 
Phone (061 ) 46622 
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FRANCIS SPAICiHT & SONS 
Ltd. 

HENRY S1. UMERICK. Tel. 48533 
"FOR BEST QUALITY 

Hardware, D.l.Y., Seeds, China 
Electrical, Paints and Tiles 

ROOF TOP CAR PARK open 6 days a week 

John Lee & Son 
M.I.A.V.l. 

AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & LIVESTOCK SALESMEN 

Auctioneers to Irish Land Commission 

Proprietors of Newport Salesyard 

MAIN STREET, NEWPORT 
Tel. (061) 78121 

A INM STAIRIUI L I dTU LAC H SHEASTA 

16 



Newport G.A.A. Club 
THE SPONSORING CLUB 

In 1886 there were three clubs in the parish - Newport, 
Birdhill and Tocr. The Newport team was called Newport 
Kickhams. In those early years they did not compete in the 

championships. At the formation of the North Tipperary Board 
in 1901, Ned Ryan and Neil Moloney were elected on the 
committee. In 1910 the team was known as Fr Matthews. Tim 
Ryan was elected Chairman of the North Board in 1912. 

Although hurling declined during the war years, Newport won 
the North divisional junior football championship in 1917. The 
county !>emi-final was never played. D. K. Ryan, Mick Rains
ford and Tom Coffey were amongst those who reorganised the 
North Tipperary Board in 1922. In 1924 Newport won the 
iunior hurling championship. defeating Curreeney in the final. In 
1927 they reached the North senior final but failed to overcome 
Toomevara. The Mulcai re Rovers club, in the Birdhill area, was 
formed in 1928. They reached the junior final in 1934 and won 
the champ:onship in 1937 and again in 1947. Newport won the 
minor hurling championship in 1929. 

In 1931 they affiliated in West Tipperary and were nar
rowly defeated by Clonouhy in the senior final. In 1932 they 
returned to the North division and took the senior champion
:1hip, a feat that was repeated in 1935. In 1934 the interme
diate championship was won. In 1939 Kyle football club was 
iormed and the following year the club became the first minor 
fcotball champions . The club was re-np,med Rockvale Rovers 
in 1947 and won the County junior football championship . The 
following year they were defeated by Cion mel Commercials in 
the county senior football final. 

Newport captured the county junior hurling title in 1957 
and the intermediate in 1965. In 1959-60 the club suppl ied four 
olayers to the North selection which won the county senior 
football championships. Defeated in the North junior football 
finals of '63 and '64, the championship was won in '65, '67, '70, 
'76, '78 and '79, the club taking county honours in 1965 and 
1970. The North minor football title was won in 1971 and the 
club was defeated in the West senior football final in the same 
year. 

Juvenile championships in hurling and football were won 
III 1968 and the u- 12, u·14 and u-16 Section 2 hurling cham· 
pionships were annexed in 1978. 
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Cill Ruain Mhic Donnchadha 

(2) 
S . 0 hAolain 
Sean Hyland 

(5) 
S. 0 Meara 
Jim Meara 

(8) 

(Ban agus Dubh) 

( 1 ) 
Antoin Mac Aoire 

T any Sheppard 

(3) 
D. O'Meara 

Denis 0 Meara 

(6) 
P. Mac Uilliam 
Paddy Williams 

(4) 
E. O hOgain 
Enda Hogan 

(7) 
D. 0 Cathaill 

Denis Cah il l 

(9) 
S . Mac Eochaidh 

Mackey Keogh 
S. 0 hAonghusa 

Seamus Hennessy 

( 10) ( 11 ) (12) 
S . Mac Uilliam L. 0 Se G. Mac Uilliam 
Jim Williams Liam 0 Shea Gilbert Wil liams 

( 13) (1 4) (15) 
S. 0 Tuairisc S. 0 Meara L. Mag Fhionnbhair 
Seamus Waters Sean O'Meara Len Gaynor 

Fir lonaid: (16)-0. 0 Faolain. Denis Whelan; (H)-G. M ac Uilliam, 

Ger Williams; (18)-5.0 Caoinleain. John Quinlan: (19)-M. 0 Caoin

leain, Michael Quinlan; (20)-5. 0 Catha ill, John Cahill; {21 )-E. 0 Se, 

Eamon Shea; (22)-M. 0 hOgain. Michael Hogan; (23)-M. 0 Con

mhidhe, Michael Conway; (24)_T. M ac Domhnaill, Tommy McDonald. 
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I 
I 

t 
I 

(2) 
C. 0 Bradaigh 
K. Brady (Capt) 

(5) 
C. 0 Conchuir 
Kevin O'Connor 

(8) 

Ros ere 
(Oearg 8gU5 Ban) 

( 1) 
SeoSt"mh 0 Rot hl ain 

J. Rowland 

(3) 
B. 0 Meachair 
Brendan Maher 

(6) 
Tadhg 0 Conchuir 

T. O'Connor 

(4) 
S . 0 Sponair 
(J. Spooner) 

(7) 
Pilib De Bhaird 

P. Wa rd 

(9) 
Pudar 0 Caolla i 

P. Queally 
liam 0 Sponair 

L. Spooner 

( 10) (11 ) ( 12) 
Gearoid 0 Conchuir S. 0 Seanachain S. 0 Maolchluiche 
G. O'Connor J. Shanahan J. Stone 

( 13) (14) ( 15) 
s. De Buitlear P. 0 uachtnain S. 0 Teimhneain 
J. Butle r F. Loughnane J. Tynan 

Fir lonad: (1 6)-Padraig 0 lachloaln, P. Loughnane; (17)-5eo

:;amh 0 Belrgln, J. Bergin; ( 18)-5e8n 0 Maolachlna, S. Maloughney; 

(19)-Tomas 0 Riain, T. Ryan ; (20)-Pol 0 Conchuir, P. O'Connor; (21) 

-Seosamh 0 Treasaigh, J . Treacy; (22)-Ruairi 0 Riain, R. Ryan : (23) 

-p Mac Mathuna, P McMahon 
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Roscrea's Formula 
Roscrea honour theif traditions deeply. Tradition has 

helped to win many championships for them. They find that 
their main problem is motivation. Early this year they held a 
meeting of players, selectors and tramer at which they dis
cussed the future and aired their views on past failures. The 
result was a total commitment from all - to improve the 
image of the club in association with their new complex. The 
new facilities meant that they could now spend more time in 
the field . This helped to develop a comradeship and a new 
spirit which they feet has been portrayed in theif games to 
date. They have attempted to play traditional Roscrea hu rling 
w hich involves playing the ball to the open spaces where theif 
lighter forwards Cqn use their speed and ball control to good 
effect. Today is a major t<!st for this present team. The 
younger players have come through without winning any 
county championship. Th<!y have won North mInor and juve' 
nile titles but no county title . Perhaps today will be a step 
towards that goal 

ROSCREA CLUB OFFICERS 1980 

President : John Moloney 
Chai rman: W , O'Reilly 
Runai: Tadgh O'Connor 
Treasurer: Michael Minogue 

\ VIce-President: J . J. Maher 

I 
Vice·Chairman: Ed. Treacy 
Asst. Runai: K . McDonnell 
PRO : C. Mac Nioclas 

Committee: Michael Nolan, J . Moten, B. FItzpatrick, K. 
Brady, M . Deane, D. O'Brien, J . Neville. 

Senior Hurling Selectors : Roger Ryan, W . O'Reilly. Donie 
Moloney. 

T rainer: Christy Hogan; Coach : Willie O'Reilly . ... -.-____________ ~ ______________ ~ ____ CAr 

THE WATCH CENTRE, Nenagh 
FOR WATC HES, CLOCKS, RINGS, JEWELLERY, 

WATERFORD GLASS, AYNSLEY CHINA 

LARGE SET OF M EDALS, CUPS, TROPH IES IN STOCK 

ENGRAVING A SPEC IA LITY 

25 M ITCHEl STREET, NENAGH. 
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THE LAST ROSCREA TEAM TO WIN THE NORTH S.H,C. (1971) 
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Tipperary's Roll of Honour 
AU-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship: 1887. 1895, 1896, 

1893, 1899, 1900, 1906, 1908, 1916, '25, '30, '37, 
'~5, '49·'51, '58, '61·'62, '64·'65, 71 , 22 

Junior Hurling: 1913, '15, '24, '26, '30, '33, 53. 7 
Intermediate Hurling: 1963, '66, '71, '72. 4 

Under 21 Hurling: 1964, '67, '79. 3 
Minor Hurling 1930, '32-'34. '47, '49, '52. '53, '55-'57, 59, 

'76. . .. "... 13 
Senior Football: 1889, 1895, 1900. 1920 ... 4 
Junior Football 1912, 1923 2 
M nor Football 1934 .. 1 
Nnt;onal Hurling League: 1928, '49'-'50, '52, '54-'55, '57. 

'59-'61. '64- '65, '68, '79. 14 

FROSTS of 

NENAGH 
Main Ford Dealers and Truck 

Specialists 

-

Test Drive the Fabulous Range of 
Ford Cars and Trucks 

TOP TRADE-IN AllOWANCES 

FINANCE ARRANGED OVER FOUR YEARS 

Dublin Road 
Phone 31350 (5 lines) 
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Juvenile Hurling 
The success enjoyed by the Kilruane senior hurling team 

over the past few years can be attributed in no small way to 
the attention they received as Juveniles. This has been an 
ongoing facet of the Kilruane club which culminated in reach 
ing the Feilc na nGael final recently. Roscrea admit that juve
nile activities were somewhat neglected in their parish until 
two years ago when, spearheaded by Seamus O'Doherty and 
Jody Spooner initially, under 12 leagues were organised from 
October to March. This created a new interest in the town 
ilnd has been carried through to the older age groups. Con· 
Gequcntly they are happy with their progress-even though 
they haven't won championships they have been beaten only 
by tOP teams. Brother Madigan has helped Immeasurably 
in promoting hurling in Roscre~.-but imminent transfer te 
Nenagh will rob them of an energetic worker. Roscrea's loss 
will be Nenagh's ga:n. 

To have <l successful juvenile club It is necessary to have 
( 1 ) Dedicated nnd disciplined players. 
(2) The help and co-operation of parents. 
(3) Committee members unselfish with their time and energy. 

----------------~--------
WITH COMPLI MENTS 

from 

ALLIED IRISH BANKS 
LIMITE D 

NENAGH 

Phone Nenagh 31714, 31715, 31252, 31577 
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Na Captaein 
Kilruane MacDonaghs' Captain is Denis O'Meara-aged 

27, Denis first played juvenile hurling for the club in 1965 and 
he made his senior debut in 1970. In between he collected an 
All-Ireland vocational schools medal with North Tipperary in 
1969. Denis captained the MacDonaghs u-21 hurling team 
which won the county title in 1973 and two years later he led 
the senior footb<lll team to its historic victory ov~r Loughmorc 
in the county final. last year he was a member of the Tippe
r<Jry senior hurling panel and he collected a National league 
medal. O!dcr brother of wing-back Jim, Denis i~ a heating 
contractor. 

C:II)(Jin of Roscrea is Kevin Brady who has been most 
con:;:istcnt this year at right corner back. He won a North 
minor medal in 1974 and he played on the Tipperary minor 
team in 1973 and '74. He captained the North Tipperary voca
lionnl schools leam which won the All-Ireland in 1974. He won 
county under 21 medals in 1976 and '77. He gained his place 
on the noscr(..:} senior team in 1975, a year in which they were 
beaten by Silvermines in the North final. He went on a trip to 
AmeriC3 with Roscrea in 1974, and he was a member of the 
~ide th::!t won the All-Ireland 7-a-side last year. Kevin has also 
~e(vcd f.'S Roscre(l Club Secretary and he was one of the 
Jeadina lights in the planning and building of the new Social 
Centre. The '70s have certainly been busy and successful for 
Kevin. He is hoping to get the 80s off to a good stan today. 

- - :=¢ .. -

MICHAEL MORAN LTD .• friar St., Thurles 
Tel (0504) 21852 

Also ENNIS, LIMERICK and TRAlEE 

General Drapers, Footwear and 

Sports Goods 
24 



From Sma ll Beginnings 
The first admission charge to a game in Tipperary was 

for the County Final in 1895 between Tubberadora and Suir 
View when 2d each brought in receipts of £40. 

In 1901 the North Board was set up and the first game 
to be he ld under its jurisdiction was between Nenagh and 
Aoscrea. The only item of note on the game reported by the 
·' Nenagh News" was that a member of the Nenagh team got 
a blow of a caman on his face, dislocating his nose! Roscrea 
won this game and later went on to contest t he fi nal against 
Lahom a De Wets. After an objection, a replay and another 
objection the De Wets were finally awarded the game. 

The North Board has come a long way in those 80 add 
yea rs. A few items from last yea r 's Balance Sheet shows how 
times have changed: 

Share of Gates to Clubs 
Grants to Finalists 
Gran ts and Subscriptions 
Troph ies 
Field Ren t 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

£5.240 
£1,420 

£574 
£1.663 
£1.520 

PHOTO·COPIERS. TYPEWRITERS, CALCULATORS 

OFFICE FURNITURE 
ALL YOUR OFFICE NEEDS 

WALSHS 
of Nenagh 

Telephone (067) 31334 and {067} 31781 

PACKAGING SUPPLIES 

PAPER, PAPER and POLYTHENE BAGS 

PRINTED BAGS A SPECIALITY 
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Sam Melbourne G.A.A. Museum Fund 
Away back in 1935 Sam Melbourne, a Thurles man, 

started his museum collection . From humble beginnings his 
museum has grown, so that now at his home in 141 Villa 
Park Gardens, off the Navan Road, Dublin, every day and night 
brings hosts of admirers . The Museum Fund was set up to 
help buy suitable transport for the haulage of his museum to 
different parts of the coun try. If you go to Dublin, visit Sam's 
museum. He is a fund of information on the G.A.A. through. 
out the country. It is hoped to bring the Museum to Nenagh, 
Roscrea and Thurles within the next 12 months. It wilt provide 
one of the greatest attractions during the Centenary celebra
tions. Cards at £1 each or 20p per line are on sale through all 
clubs and in the grounds today. Bi fial agus chehannaigh line 
no dho. (Padraig 0 Meachair, North Tiperary P.R.O.). 

0-0-0 

Powell's Field at Annaholty, Birdhill, was the cradle for 
many future stars. There, the Mackeys, Paddy Sf':anlan :md 
Mick Coffey first learned to hurl. Mick and John Mackey, at a 
young age, assisted Mulcaire Rovers in their first champion
ship match against Shallee. Paddy Scanlan wore the Newport 
colours in the County Junior Final of 1925, the day on which 
he scored a point from the puck-out. Mick Coffey won his 
II(st medal with Newport in 1924 and his last with Mulcalf 
Rovers in 1947. 

0-0-0 

Renowned Goalie Tony Reddan won 4 National Hurling 
League medals with Tipperary between 1949-'54 and 5 Railway 
Cuos with Munster between 1950-'55. 

0 -,') - -' 0---0--0 

At the beginning of the century a Gael from the leeside 
IS quoted as saying, " In Cork we try to inspire our hurlers to 
Imitate the 'Iet-me-a t·him ' spirit of Tipperary and we never 
pronounce judgement on new blood till we see it up against 
Tipp. If you beat a Tipperary hurler for a ball, he'll make you 
earn it, and even when you win possession you never safe, 
till you have the bali hit" . 

* • • 
In 1916 there was only one sen ior game in the North 

Division. A Toomevara/Nenagh selection defeated Moneygall/ 
Clonakenny. 
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Frank McGrath 
The trophy which will be presented to the winning Cap

tain today is called the Frank McGrath Cup, It is dedicated to 
the memory of a man who played an important part in the 
development of the North Board in its early years. Frank 
McGrath played with the famed Toomevara Greyhounds 
'Hound the 1913 period and he also figured in the Nenagh 
team which beat Moneygall in the 1915 final. During the 
Troubles he served as an Officer in the War of Independence 
and was interned in Cork in Belfast. 

He was Chairman of the North Board in 1922'23 and 
again from 1927-'31. He was the Tipperary representative Oil 
the Munster Council for many years and he served on the 
Central Council at a time when there were only two represen
tatives from each province. He had an enormous influence Oil 
the workings of the GAA at the time. He acted as a selector 
for the county team and he was manager of the Tipperary 
team that toured America in 1926. 

The present Cup was designed by Seamus 0 Riain and 
was formally presented in the early '60s. 

Best Wishes to North Tipp Finalists 
-.~ 

Kelly's Garage 
NEWPORT 
Tel. (061) 78141 

FULL RANGE OF NEW and USED CARS 
IS FElDIR BRATH ORA INN 
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County Titles 
HOW NORTH TIPPERARY CLUBS HAVE FARED 

TOOMEVARA, 1890, 1910, 1912, 1913, '14, '19: 23, '30, 
'31, '60 

LAHORNA DE WETS, 1902 
BORRISOLEIGH. 1949, 1950, 1953 
ROSCREA, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1973 
MONEYGAll: 1975, 1976 
KILRUANE, 1977, 1978, 1979 

0---0--0 0---0--0 0---0--0 

10 
1 
3 
5 
2 
3 

Tipperary won thelf first All-Ireland 'double' on the occa
sion of the initial games to be played on the pItch that IS now 
Croke Pflrk. They were for the 1895 titles and the date was 
March 15th, 1896. The Premier County hurlers beat Kilkenny 
easily, 6-8 to 1-0, but in football Tipp JUSt managed a four 
points to three win over Meath. There was an unusual 
sequence to this contest. The referee wrote to the newspapers 
the following day that he was in error in allowing one of the 
points to Tipp <)nd he suggested a replay. The Central Council, 
however, upheld the decision given on the field, while Meath 
in most sportsmanlike fashion refused to take advantage of 
the alie!)ed mistake. - V# 

L ARKINS 
THE HOUSE FOR VALUE 

LADIES' and GENTS' OUTFITIERS 

HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS FOOTWEAR 

SUITS TO MEASURE A SPECIALITY 

KEVIN LARKINS & SONS 
Newport - Limerick - Birr 
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fOR BEST DRINKS 

ED. RYAN 
Cork Road, Newport 

Phone 78104 (061) 

THE G.A.A. MAN'S BAR 

Siainte an bhradain chugat 

N. EN (i LI S H & SON 
CORK ROAD, NEWPORT. 

Quality Beef, Mutton, Lamb, 
Pork 

DEEP FREEZE SPECIALIST 
Tel. (061) 78249 
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Scor 
NORTH W INNERS 1980 

FIGURE DANCING EIRE OG 
SOLO SINGING M AR Y HOGAN (Shannon Rvs.) 
INSTRUM ENTAL MUSIC ". . ... . ......... PORTROE 
NOVELTY ACT KllRUA NE 
QUESTION TIME .. .... KILRUANE 
RECITATION M AR Y PETERS ( Kilruane) 
GROUP SINGING BURGESS 
SET DANCING BORR ISOLEIGH 

NORTH SeQR TITlES TO DATE 

Burgess 10 
Eire, Bornsoleigh ..... 9 
Borri sokane, POr1roe, Kil ruane 8 
Sil vermines ........ ..................................... 7 
Newport . ..., 6 
Roscrea. Moneygatt, Shannon Rovers 4 
Inane Rovers, Kildangan .. . .•. . 3 
Knockshegowna, Ballina, Toomevara 1 
Lorrha, Baliinahinch, Templederry . 0 

Jerry Heffernan 

and Sons 
Black Road, Newport 

General Blacksmith & Wrought Iron 
Works 

CATTLE CRUS HES, GATES, RA ILINGS, etc. 
MADE TO SPECIFICATION 
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Dates to Note 
County Senior Hurling Quarter Finals: 10/8/80. 

Semi-Finals: 24/8/80. 

Final, 28/9/80 

NOfth Championships: 

Intermediate Hurling Quarter Finals: AuguSt 10th 

Semi-Finals: August 24th and 31 st 

Final~ September 14th 

Newport Hurling. Tournament commences Sunday., August 3rd, 

7'.30 p.m.: Portrae v Ballinahinch. 

Wednesday, 6th August: Newport v MonaJeen. 

Th~.ifrSdaL~ 7th': BaHina v Murroe. 

All First Rounds to be completed by August 17th . 

. . 

EDWARD DALY 
High·Cfass Victualler 

The Square. Newport 
FOR BEEF. LAMB, MUTTON, PORK and BACON 

WHERE THE BEST COSTS LESS 

Tel. 78149 (061) 

DEEP FREEZE A SPECIALITY 
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Carpet Discount 
Stores Ltd. 

2·3 HENRY ST., LIMERICK 

Tel. 43631 

CARPET and FLOOR COVERING 

SPECIALISTS 

H. K. RYAN-BENSON 
Building Contractor 

MAIN STREET NEWPORT 
General Building - Renovations 

Offices - Schools - Factories -
Private Houses 

Phone (061) 78148 
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Canon M. K. Ryan 
The new sumd in Thurles bears the name of Canon M. K. 

Ryan (Lacken), a native of Toor, Newport. He was Chairman 
of the Tipperary Co. Board from 1917 to 24. His successor, 
Willie O'Dwyer of Boherlahan, paid tribute to him: "We can 
never forget his nursing of the Association in times of stress 
ilnd danger. and I can say with truth that as long as the 
Association remains in Tipperary, Canon Ryan's name will 
never be erased from its roll of honour". 

0-0-0 0---<>-0 

Newport, on the border of limerick, has a special niche 
III the history of the G.A.A. in the neighbouring county. The 
[lyans (Crcgaulls) of Cappanahanna won All-Ireland and 
National League Medals with limerick, having already won 
North Tipperary Championships with Newport .md Mick RYan, 
an All-Ireland junior medalist with Tipperary in 1926 was one 
of Limerick's greatest midfielders. Jimmy Close of Newport 
became another Limerick AII · lreland and National League 
winner. 

•.• a. .- $& -

OLIVER MORAN & SONS 
GAlVONE and RAHEEN (limerick) 

Tel. (061) 49770 and 42841 

FOR PATHS, EDGINGS and KERBS 

TARMACADAM A SPECIALITY 

RING OK CALL FOR QUOTATIONS 
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Focal 0 Oifigeach Na Gaeilge 
Inniu tiocfaidh na sluaite 0 9aeh aird de Thiobrad Arann 

Thuaidh go Pairc Mhic Dhonnadha in Aonach Urmhurnhan a9 
sui! Ie sar-chluiche iomana. Ach go hairithe tiocfaidh na sluaite 
o Chill Ruain agus Ras ere a leanuint a gclubanna sa chraobh 
chomortais seo. Dar ndeighe is iomal cluiche maith a d'imir 
an da fhoireann cheanna agus is mbliana beidh Ras ere a9 
iarraidh an chraobh a bhuachaint ar ais 0 Chill Ruain. Ach ta 
eill Ruain a9 teacht af an bpairc mar churaidh. agus thar rud 
af bith eile caithfear an taitheantas seo a thabhairt doibh. Ach 
nil Ras ere gan traidisiun 8ch oiread. agus is maith is eot don 
phebal. gur buaitheoiri lad araon i gcluichi eagsula Ie blianta 
anuas, agus ta moladh thar chuimse tuinte a9 an da fhoireann, 
as ucht san. 

Is ocaid speisiaJta j seo, cluiche ceannais Thiobraid Arann 
Thuaidh, agus dos na buaitheoiri is toradh e ar na hamannta 
fada a caitheadh ag treanail agus ag cleachtadh, agus seo rud 
nach dtuigeann gach einne, go bhfuil ga Ie reamh ullmhuchain, 
cleachtadh agus traenail. chun sar chluiche a thabhairt duinn 
ar an ocaid seo. Thar rud ar bith eile is iontach an la e sea dos 
na clubanna agus na paroisti. Is mor an onoir d'aon chlub, 
craobh chluiche a bhaint amach. agus seachas an onoir a 
ghabhann leis, ta an dea sham pia ann d'imreoiri oga, agus ina 
theannta san spreagadh chun rian ns sinsear a leanuint. Ar 
shh baineann buachaint mar sea leis an bparoiste ar fad, mar is 
cuid de stair agus traidisiun an pharoiste e, rud a bheidh 'n 
abhar cainte Ie fada an la, indiaidh an chluiche. 

Inniu freisin. ni bheidh an pobal gan bheith ag smaoineamh 
ar chraobh chluiche an chontae. agus suil a choinneail acu ar 
iomanaithe oga fiuntacha. a bheidh ina gcreidiunt doibh ar 
ball. mar iomanaithe ar fhoireann an chontae. 

Nuair a bheidh an cluiche thart dar ndoighe is ea a 
bheidh an comhairle is suntasaighe a raint amach ar na 
himreoiri mar-"is fearr an t·iomanai an te a bhionn ar an 
gelaoi" 

* • • 

In 1908 the North senior hurling championship was rUll 

on the league system with seventeen silver watches for the 
winners, seventeen SUit lengths of Irish tweed for the runners
uP. and seventeen jersies for third. De Wets took the watches, 
Youghalarra the new clothes. and Clonakenny got the jcrsies. 

The idea was considered too unweildy and was aban
doned the following year. 
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BEST WISHES TO KILRUANE and ROSCREA 
from 

BANAGHA1VS 
Cash and Carry 

CLOUGHJORDAN 
Tel. (0505) 421 53 

Fancy Goods, Stationery, Greeting 
Cards, Souvenirs, Toys 

FREE PETROL SCHEME now in operation 

Faigh luach do chuid airgid 

KENNEDYS 
THE SQUARE, NEWPORT. 

CALL AND SHOP AT OUR NEW WALK AROUND 
GROCERY DEPARTMENT 

WHIPPED ICES A SPECIALITY 
LADIES' and GENTS' CYCLES AT KEENEST PRICES 

FULL RANGE OF CYCLE PARTS 
Tel. (061 ) 78125 
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