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forward to it in the very same way as

Munster Final day. There is a sense of

anticipation of what might happen and
what it may lead to on the county front in the year following it. It is a day that | envy the clubs
that are parading their wares and | think of the many fine clubs in our county that are working
with diligence in promoting our games but never have had the honour of featuring on the match
day programme on the biggest club day of the year. | sincerely congratulate the four teams that
form today’s programme.

At a time in our county when underage hurling is on the crest of a wave with back to back All-
Ireland minor titles having been won patrons will be looking to today's finalists Thurles Sarsfields and
Nenagh Eire Og in anticipation of discovering a few new players for the minor grade as Tipp go in quest of
three in a row All-Ireland titles, Both Thurles and Nenagh have a very strong tradition in underage hurling and have won their
way into today’s showpiece strictly on merit. Nenagh Eire Og's semi-final victory over Ballingarry was arguably one of the
best minor hurling games seen in the county for many's the day. Thurles Sarsfields appears to have a team of excellent talent
but their latest performances have left a little to be desired. County final day should really see them at their best and with
Michael Cahill, Kevin O'Gorman, Bill McCormack and Padraig Maher in their midst they will start favourites. On current form
Eire Og Nenagh with Michael Heffernan, Shane Maher and Padraig Murphy in flying form are a team on roll. | assure you of
a great game and advise patrons to come early.

Not for many’s a day had we senior finalists with less county senior titles between them. Drom-Inch although in the senior
ranks since they beat Ballingarry in Junior A final in 1970 are in quest of their first title. It is a wonderful hurling parish with
a great passion for the game and having won Mid Senior hurling titles in 1974,1984 and 2006 you would have expected them
to have collected the Dan Breen Cup before now. They believe this to be their year and the very best of good luck to them.

Loughmore-Castleiney are arguably the best dual club in the county and have tasted success on many occasions in Senior
Football. Their only success in hurling came in 1988 when they defeated Borrisoleigh in a replay by 2-7 to 1-B on a marvelous
day for them in Semple Stadium. Having defied the odds in both semi-final and quarter final they will fancy their chances and
hope the ageless Seamie Bohan can add another senior hurling medal to his trophy cabinet before he finally calls it a day. It
is a game very difficult to call. Let's have a game of hurling befitting the occasion and may hurling be the winner.

As in now customary county final day sees another champion team of the past being honoured. Today it is my pleasure to
welcome the Carrick Davins team of 1966 and 1967 to Semple Stadium for Co. Final day.You were excellent champions.
Having lost a great replayed final to Thurles Sarsfields in 1965 in Cashel you bounced back with victories in 1966 over Lorrha
and 1967 over the great Roscrea team of that time. It was a team of style and skill and | hope that you have a most enjoyable
day and evening and that the famous red and white will grace county final day once more in the not to distant future,

With the end of our championships within the county the thoughts of our people will be directed towards next year.
Having drawn Cork in first round of Munster Senior championship 2008 there is going to be no easy passage to Munster
Final. Lets hope today’s final will give Liam Sheedy, Eamon O'Shea and Michael Ryan some added talent as they commence
preparations for next year.

| hope the clubs of our county study the proposals put forward by player welfare officer Padraig Duffy. last week
concerning player burn out. Are we ready to replace (U-21), Minor hurling and football atintercounty level with on (U-19)
championship! | hope every genuine club person study it in detail and make a mature decision. At last the matter has been
put on the agenda and we will make the decision and in the end will have to live with it.

| appeal to the four clubs involved today to adhere to match regulations and save us the spectacle of multiple incursions
on to playing pitch. It serves no purpose and is of no use to teams and can be a distraction. It is also unsporting.

Finally | thank our loyal patrons for your support over the year and hope everyone has a most enjoyable afternoon in the
Stadium. To today's officials Tommy Ryan (Kildangan) and his team and.John O'Brien (Arravale Rovers) and his team | wish
you both the best of luck and hope your visit to the stadium will be an enjoyable one."Anois ar aghaidh leis an iomdint"

Seidn O Costagain
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1.15 Nenagh Eire Og Minor hurling team on to field
I,.J? Thurles Sarsfields Minor hurling team on to field
. Throw-in for County Minor Hurling Final

Half-time in Minor Hurling Final (Entertainment by Sean Treacy Pipe Band Moycarkey)
- Second half of Minor Hurling Final commences
End of Minor Hurling Final
Presentation of Sean Treacy Trophy to winning Minor Captain followed by presentation
of Man of the Match Award sponsored by John Quirke Jeweller.
Presentation of Carrick Davins teams 1966/67
Drom & Inch team on to field
Loughmore/Castleiney team on to field
) Pre-match parade led by the Sean Treacy Pipe Band Moycarkey
28 Amhrian na bhFiann (sung by Derek Ryan)
D Throw-in for County Senior Hurling Final

-Lﬁ; i Half-time of Senior Hurling Final

{E[’E Second half of Senior Hurling Final commences

m End of County Senior Hurling Final

4.50 Presentation of the Man of the Match Award sponsored by John Quirke Jeweller
ey ' Presentation of Dan Breen Trophy to winning Senior Captain :

BUIOCHAS

Thanks to Joe Hanrahan (Nenagh Eire Og), Thomas Callanan (Thurles Sarsfields),
Seamus Walsh, Edward Kinane (Drom & Inch) and Pat Healy (Loughmore

Todary; fr?:; Castleiney) for providing material for todays programme. Special thanks to Ed
e Donnelly, PR.O.Tipperary County Board and to photographers Brigid Delaney, John
a parochial : e e e ;
map of Co Moloughney, Jerry Ring and Jimmy Doyle for their photographs. A0 -
er tt '
| Tperey Editor I
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oday,s County Tipperary

Senior Hurling Final will be a
very one sided affair - one sided in
the sense that only Ardan Ui
Chuinneain will be open to the
general public as the developmen-
tal work continues in Semple Sa-
dium at Ardan Ui Riain side.

That, | would expect, will be the
only one sided aspect to the clash
of Drom-Inch and Loughmore
Castleiney - a unique final indeed.
Perhaps it is apt that two mid
teams should contest the county
final considering that the Mid
Board is celebrating 100 years in
existence - the south could claim
the same thing.

There have been many great
teams from mid Tipperary in coun-
ty finals - Sarsfields, Holycross Bal-
lycahill , Moyne Templetuohy,
Boherlahan Dualla, Moycarkey
Borris to name just a few. Throw in
the Loughmore Castleiney men of
1988 - a team of players who gave
so much to the game on the field,
and are now giving it off the field.
Their first welcoming of the Dan
Breen Cup into the parish was
indeed an historic occasion and
they are hoping this afternoon to
double their total.

It may seem strange that the
Loughmore men don,t have more
county titles under their belts.
They have been the kingpins of
mid Tipperary for over two
decades winning quite a few senior
hurling titles to match their foot-
ball crowns. But, it just goes to
show how hard it is to win county
titles - Loughmore Castleiney are
only oo well aware that today.s
will not be won easily either.

The curious thing is that there
have been far better teams from
the club down through the years.
Burt, this team have courage and
guts in abundance and the never-
say-die spirit which seems to have
been handed down from past gen-
erations prevails in the men of
(E07 as well. This team will not go

BY NOEL DUNDON
| (Tipperary Star) |

Ger Morris, Ciaran McGrath and Pat
McGrath celebrate Loughmore's semi-
final win over Nenagh Eire Og in the
County semi-final.

Drom & Inch fans happy out at the
County Senior hurling semi-final.

down without a fight and even-
though they struggled earlier in
the season, they came good at the
right time and are in the county
final on merit. Loughmore
Castleiney in finals are so difficult
to defeat.

Drom Inch are back in the
decider after an absence last year.
They lost out to Sarsfields in the
2005 decider, but returned in 2006
to win the Mid Final. This year they
have taken a scenic route to the
county final having lost to JK
Brackens in the mid championship
first round. But, in a curious man-
ner the round about trip has
helped them greatly. A number of

5 e

players have blossomed and devel-
oped as the season progressed
and they are now looking forward
to the county final full of confi-
dence and swagger.

Drom-Inch have been impres-
sive . Having monitored their
progress closely, one could see
Raymie Ryan,s stamp appearing on
them, Their hurling is now fluent
and crisp with speed of mind and
action being the order of the day.
They have also managed to run up
good scores, but they are well
aware that Loughmore Castleiney
will not allow them space to run
amuck in attack. Today will be a
real test of the Drom-Inch attack.

The Drom-Inch lads will be only
too conscious of the fact that they
could well have been eliminated
from the championship by Kil-
lenaule. The south champions left
Semple Stadium at semi-final stage
knowing that they left a place in
the decider after them. A number
of very poor wides in the first half
cost them dearly. From a Drom-
Inch viewpoint though, the side
recovered from an atrocious start,
hit the front and eventually won
out. They showed a maturity in not
panicking - a maturity which will
have to be evident again today if
they are to claim a first title.

These are great days for both
parishes. The highways and by-
ways have been painted and
bedecked in the club colours and
everyone is uniting behind the
players as they bid for glory. For
Mid Tipperary, it is also a very spe-
cial day eventhough there will be
divided loyalties for people. Bu,
that,s what the GAA is all about -
neighbour against neighbour;
cousin against cousin; work col-
league against work colleague;
school mates against school
mates, It,s what makes the whole
thing tick - rivalry.

Enjoy the game.

T
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NENAGH EIRE oG

he North Tipperary minor hurling
championship opened with Nenagh Eire
Og minus the injured Patrick Murphy draw-
ing with Kilruane. Wins over Borris-lleigh,
Roscrea and Lorrha saw us qualify for the
semi-final. In the semi-final we had a big win
over a Borris-lleigh side minus the injured
Brendan Maher. The North final saw us
renew rivalry with Kilruane.A good first half
performance saw us lead by 0-8 to 0-1 and
we were 8 points clear at the finish. The
county semi final against Ballingarry in Tem-
plemore was a marvellous game of hurling.
WWe trailed at half time by 3 points despite a
Mark Grace goal. With 10 minutes to go
Ballingarry had extended their lead to 5
points but in a whirlwind finish sub David
Cleary grabbed a vital goal and we scored
some fine points to win by 3 points.
Nenagh Eire Og have won five County

Tipperary and Nenagh Eire Og minor stars Michael
Heffernan and Paddy Murphy at the homecoming in Thurles
with John and Michael O'Connor from Portroe.

Nenagh Eire Og's Mark Flannery bursts out with the ball safely
secured against Ballingarry in the County Minor semi-final.

minor hurling titles. Our first title came in
1969 when we defeated Moycarkey Borris.
Our next title came in 1977 when we
defeated Loughmore and we retained the
title by defeating the same opposition. We
had to wait until 1991 for our next title and
it came by defeating Knockavilla Kickhams.
We again retained the title in 1992 which
was our last win to date when we defeated
Thurles Sarsfields in the final. There is a link
between the 1969 team and this year’s team
in that Michael Heffernan is a son of Liam
(Minnie) Heffernan who played in 1969.

Selectors: Ger Tucker (Manager), Matt Lil-
lis, Hugh Maloney, Edward Tucker.

Club Officers: Chairman Jimmy Minogue,
Secretary Joe Hanrahan, Treasurer Enda
Costello, PRO Sean Minogue,Vice Chairman
Ger Gavin, Rory Flannery, Joint Presidents
Michael Hynes, Jack Kennedy, Paddy Bourke,
John Slattery.

6
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THURLES SARSFIELDS

Tipperary minor hurlers from Thurles Sarsfields club at the homecoming in Thurles (I to r)- Michael Cahill, Kevin 0'Gorman,

Bill McCormack and Podraig Maher.

t is great to be involved in

County Final Day and to
be represented by a very
dedicated group of Minors
that have brought great
honour to the club by their
sponsorship, skill and dedi-
cation over the past num-
ber of years.

This is due in no small
way to the leadership and
coaching given by their
Mentors, Thomas Callanan,
Michael Gleeson, John
Cabhill, john Dorney, Christy
Clancy and until recently
Gary Mernagh.

It is difficult to keep Gael-
ic Games to the forefront

in urban areas. We are for-
tunate in Thurles to have
Durlas Og, a specialist juve-
nile club without allegiance
to any adult club. This is a
club well worth using as a
model in the promotion of
Gaelic Games in centres of
large population.

Thurles Sarsfields has
recently formed a Ladies
Football section It is a very
welcome addition to the
club, bringing new vitality,
vigour and enthusiasm. The
section is chaired by Brian
Burke and it's secretary is
Hazel Maher. It has brought
new people into the club,

coaches, Louise Cunning-
ham, Lisa Prendergast, and
Ger O'Hagan, and together
with the experienced
Conor O'Dwyer, they have
contested a County Under-
14 final. Our Lady Minors
are contesting a County
Final against Upperchurch
today.

We wish both our Minor
hurlers and our Lady foot-
ballers the best of luck and
hope they bring two cups
back to Sarsfield’s Club-

house tonight.
Up the Blues!

7
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did you start refer-

h the early '90s. My first
e was an Under-16 North
between Lorrha and

finals have you done?
have officiated at every
e in hurling. For the past
umber of years | have been on
)e National Panel taking
of League games and

er championship at
or and Under-21 level. |
) refereed the inaugural
Ring Cup semi-final.
r to home, at county
| refereed two Under-21
g finals in 2004 and 2005

did you start
seing?
finals have you

nile finals in the West
sion from Under-2| to
16 in both hurling and

COUNTY TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

and the 2004 County Minor ‘A’
hurling final. On my travels |
have taken charge of the whis-
tle in England, America and
Australia.

What is the one rule you
would change given the
chance!?

| would like the GAA to
introduce an advantage rule.
Also the two point rule for a
lineball should have been per-
sisted with,

Why did you get involved
as a referee!

Encouragement and gentle
persuasion from Jo Needham
(a great inspiration for all ref-

What is the one rule you

would change given the

chance?

| would like to see the re-

introduction of the sinbin.

as a referee!?

Having umpired for many
years | always wanted to give

refereeing a go.

Why did you get involved

ylw

erees) gave me the confidenc
to give it a go.
Umpires:
T.P. O'Sullivan
Enda O'Sullivan
Tom Kennedy
Dénal Hackett

Standby Umpire
Paul Kirwan

Linesmen
John Cleary — Standby Ref
(Knockshegowna)
Niall McGrath
(Burgess)

4th Official
Michael Cahill
(Kilruane McDonaghs)

Linesmen:
Richie O'Connor
— Standby Ref
(Arravale Rovers)
Mark Ryan
(Knockavilla Kickhams)

Umpires
Noel O'Brien
James O'Brien
Liam O'Dwyer
James Ryan

T
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County Minor Hurling Final

. -

Nenagh Eire Og Minor Hurling finalists. Back
Billy Heffernan, )
Niall Madden, E

nagement Team. Pictured from left- Eddie Tucker, Hugh Molor r Tucker (manager) and Mattie Lillis.

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council



= COUNTY TIPPERARY MINOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL E :

ists 2007 - e

Pearse Marris

r ‘ Cﬂp[ﬂm
4

NENAGH EIRE OG PATH
TO THE 2007
MINOR ‘A’ HURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

Rl First Round
ne O'Carroll, : : =

April 12th Nenagh Eire Og . ... ... [-13 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-16
Second Round
July 13th Lorrha / Dorrha. . ..... 0-06 Nenagh Eire Og. ... |-10
Third Round :
July [8th Nenagh Eire Og . . ... .. 4-17 Roscrea. ... 0-04
Fourth Round

July 25th Borris-lleigh . ......... 2-09 Nenagh Eire Og. ... 2-13
A TS T e e ez il A LSS A Tl
August 8th Kdldanganiic: .o e sioi Scr Nenagh Eire Og . .. W/O
September |Ith Nenagh Eire Og . ... ... 5-15 Borris-lleigh. . ... .. |-04
B [N TS s T L Tl e S
September 29th Nenagh Eire Og . .. . . .. I-13  Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-09

Tipperary Minor ‘A’ Hurling Ch
October 6éth Nenagh Eire Og .. ... .. 2-16 Ballingarry........ I-16

Total scored |16-97.Total conceded 4-64.

Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary Count; y Council
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Colours: Light Blue and Navy

pL
S. 0 hEalaigh
SEAN HEALY
; 3 (Knockalton)
Fir lonaid:
(18] C. 0 Mooklomhnaigh (2) (3) (4)
CLIFF MOLONEY 1. 0 Briain S. 0 Meachair M. 0 hEidhin
o THOMAS O’BRIEN SHANE MAHER MICHAEL HYNES
OAVID GLEARY (Lisboney) (Knights Crescent) (Cormack Drive)
10 it ) (6) [
THOMAS HEFFERNAN L 0 hiffearndin M. 0 Fleannbhra N. 0 Maidin
L”";I“"""-’ BILLY HEFFERNAN MARK FLANNERY NIALL MADDEN
Rl (Clonaslee) Cormack Drive) (Rockford)
g @) (9)
PATRICK FLYNN P. 0 Muiris S. 0 Cearbhall
(Nnockalo) PEARSE MORRIS (CAPT) SHANE O'CARROLL
€0 Guniltie (Rathnaleen) (Benedine)
KEVIN KENNEDY
Pl (10) ) (12)
M. de Gras E. 0 Slatora P. 0 Murchi
MARK GRACE EOIN SLATTERY PATRICK MURPHY
(Williom Street) (Monaree) (Grange)
(13) (14) 15)
L. 0 Bolgéir C. 0 Tuachair M. 0 hEfferndin
WILLIAM BOLGER CIAN TUCKER MICHAEL HEFFERNAN
(Annbrook) (Gortlandroe) (Birr Road)

Manager: Ger Tucker
Coach:  Edward Tucker
Selectors: Matt Lillis, Hugh Maloney

NENAGH cuil Cuilini Seachai 65m | Saor Pocanna
EIRE OG

1adh leath

2adh leath

IOMLAN

12
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LRI.ING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

Thurles Sarsfields

Colours: Blue and White

m

L. Macormaic
BILL McCORMACK
(Glen Carraig)
(2) (3) @
C. 0 Gormain S. 0 Dornaigh D. 0 Meachair
KEVIN 0’GORMAN STEPHEN DORNEY DAVID MAHER
(Ardnacrusha) (Killinan) (Carraig Duin)
(5) ~(6) (7)
D. 0 Meachair P. 0 Meachair S. 0 Meachair
DENIS MAHER PADRAIG MAHER SHANE MAHER
(Mullounbrack) (Tonagha) (Athnid)
(8) 9
M. 0 Cathail D. 0 Gréachdin s
MICHAEL CAHILL DAMIEN GRIMES o m“‘
(Kilrush) (College Green) m ST
(10) 11 (12) A el
(.0Sé S.5. de Borca P. 0 Loochdha (fono Avenue)
KIERAN O’SHEA (CAPT)  JOHN JOE BURKE PATRICK LEAHY 0 D.ONal
(Willomere Drive) (Moyne Road) (Brittas Road) ¢
(13) (14) (15) :
E. 0 Duibhir A. MacCormaic B. MacCormaic t iller
EOGHAN O'DWYER AIDAN McCORMACK ~ BARRY McCORMACK
(Stradavoher) (Cabra Court) (Tonagha)

Management: Michael Gleeson, John Doney, Christy Clancy,
John Cahill, Thomas Callanan

THURLES cuil Cuilini Seachal
SARSFIELDS

1adh leath
2adh leath
IOMLAN

Saor Pocanna

| Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Ara
L | Tipperary County Council



NTY TIPPERARY MINOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAIL

County Minor Hurling Final

Thurles Sarsfields Minor hurling finalists — Back Row, Left to Right: Philip Cullen, Brian Stakleum, Denis Maher, Kevin O'Gorman, John J¢
O'Dwyer, Bill McCormack, Patrick Leahy, Brian Callanan, Sean Smith, Laurence Burke, Michael Russell, Aidan McCormack, Shane
Lennon. Front Row Left to Right: Michael Cahill, john Shortt, Barry McCormack, Damien Grimes, Kieran O'Shea(captain), Stephen DX
Maher, David Maher, Darren O Neill, Rodney Mason, Darragh Stakleum, Liam Cullen. Missing from photo: Stephen Maher

Thurles Sarsfields
Management. Pictured
from left to right-
Michael Gleeson, John
Dorney, Christy Clancy,
Thomas Callanan and
inset John Cahill

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council
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ists 2007 | THURLES. |

The Victorious Thurles
Sarsfields Captain Kieran
O'Shea  receiving the
Traphy from Mid Board
Chairman P| Maher after
the Thurles Credit Union
Mid Tipperary Minor ‘A’
Hurling Final. Also on left
of photo Noel Bourke

THURLES SARSFIELDS

ey o PATH TO THE 2007
MINOR ‘A’ HURLING

CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

Mid Minor ‘A’ Huriing Championship Group Stages

July 13th Thurles Sarsfields . . . . .. I-12 JK Brackens. ...... 1-05
July 25th Thurles Sarsfields . . . . .. 3-17 Holycross/Ballycahill 0-09
August 8th Thurles Sarsfields . . . . .. 3-13 Upperchurch/Drombanel-13
Mid Minor ‘A’ Hurling Championship

September 12th Thurles Sarsfields . . . . .. 0-14 Upperchurch/Drombane|-09
October 6th Thurles Sarsfields . . . . . . 2-18 Knockavilla/Kickhams 2-12

Total scored 09-74. Total conceded 5-48.

r —
| B Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
| Tipperary Count; y Council




COUNTY

TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

FINAL

e relief that Drom/Inch and

Loughmore/Castleiney felt
by reaching the County final was
clear at full time in both of their
semi-finals. The winners were
thrilled to escape to victory, in
two close finishes, where
concentration was vital to
survival. Having come through
that ordeal — and it was much
waorse for the losers — they have
been putting their thoughts into
winning the Dan Breen Cup.
From the twenty five teams
which started, only these two
remain, It is an appropriate way
for the Mid Board to celebrate
its Centenary. Loughmore/
Castleiney were winners in 1988
while Drom/Inch, who used to
have difficulty reaching county
semi-finals have now played in
the last three and reached the
decider for only the second time
in their history. Since their loss in
2005, they have gone some way
towards regaining ground. They

¥

Seamus Call
Killenaule goalie Gerry Kennedy in the County SHC semi-final. Photos: Bridget Delaney

Drom’s d

Seamus O’Doherty

won the divisional crown in
2006 and now have three such

titles to their rivals ten.
Loughmore/ Castleiney
completed a three-in-a-row as
recently as 2004.

Patrons are finding the idea of
two Mid teams playing for the
Dan Breen cup a little odd, when
that Division's champions,
Thurles Sarsfields are not
involved, but hoping to achieve
further underage honours today.
The Mid final last month was a
strange game. Sarsfields were
well on top but only won by four
points. The translation now is
that Loughmore/ Casteiney had
more to offer and took much

comfort from that result,
knowing that there was
untapped ability within the
squad.

A good win over |K Brackens
got them moving again and it
was no secret that the club
fancied their chances more

shoots for goal but this shot wos saved by

against Nenagh, than they would
if Sarsfields had remained in the
race. Their win over the North
men proved many things,
notwithstanding Nenagh's
gruelling schedule between
Minor and Senior fixtures in
recent times. Nenagh's staleness
and energy drought were
obvious, following the landmark
wins over Toomevara and
Thurles Sarsfields, against whom
they had failed to register a win
in County Finals and semi-finals,
going back to 1992. How much
did those games take from
Nenagh?! Mentally and physically
they would have drained them
and a final score of 0-13 offers
the supporting evidence. It is a
major comedown from a superb
4-17, in the previous round.
There was also the Minor
irritation to wupset their
preparations.

If there is any team that you
need to be fresh before meeting,
it is Loughmore/ Castleiney. They
proved their ability with a
convincing win over the North
champions, Borrislleigh in the
previous round. Inspired by that
achievement, they saw their
chance and prepared well. The
Mid men targeted the Nenagh
dangermen and decided to
answer critics, who considered
them outsiders for the title.
There was a real hunger about
them and it went unmatched.
Nenagh never controlled the
game, as their Mid opponents
competed for possession from
start to finish. They defended
determinedly but, if you look at
their defensive line-up there isn't

|
16
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any surprise in that! The marking
was close and in some places
closer still!

Their scoring return of
0-15 was a new trend, in
that it was their first 'goal

failure' in this year's
championship,  but
perhaps it
confirms  the
team's

capacity

t o
play

Loughmore ful-back
Derek Bourke

more than one style of

game. | suppose the real
surprise was that only one goal
was scored between the two
semi-finals and that proved vital,
in Drom’s win.

Drom were slow to get going
but Raymie Ryan hadn't set a Mid
title as the limit of the club’s
ambition for this year. An early
loss to JK Brackens sent them
into a qualifier group and the
way the inter county season
went, it probably suited them to
play group games when they did.
They put up some impressive
scores in emerging top of the
quartet, which included Kilruane
MacDonaghs, Cappawhite and
Portroe. Their two recent games
against Clonoulty/Rossmore and
Killenaule respectively, were
different types of challenges and
with narrow victories in each
case, Drom have shown that
they too can hold their nerve,
when pressure is at its zenith.

The strengths that Drom have
displayed thus far include a great
workrate; remember S. Butler
(as a Captain should)
dispossessing a  Killenaule
forward on his own 20m line in
the first half when the South

champions were in the
ascendency! He also took the
ball away to safety from the late
Killenaule free. There is the skill
level, clever use of the hand
pass and enduringly impressive
support play, throughout
the field. The most telling
item however is their
economy in the use of
possession. They use
the ball cleverly and
don't hit too many
wides! Last day they
scored twenty times
and were off target
only once!
H o w

Killenaule
could have
done with
that ratio! Two
weeks between

semi and final gives both teams a
fair chance to recover, refresh
and build up to their biggest
challenges in modern day hurling
history. For these neighbouring
clubs, the stakes are higher than
ever and while both can aspire
to success in the years to come,
because of their work at
underage levels, there will be
little consolation for losers here
today. In the years since their
only County title victory
Loughmore/ Castleiney have
lost four semi-finals, so this
year's breakthrough meant
that they had conquered that
obstacle, which has haunted
them, despite being one of
the clubs which always
troubled Toomevara during
their golden era.

Free from that burden,
the red and green have no
fear now. Drom don't
have a winning tradition §
at senior level so
favouritism here is a

personal choice. You can fancy
either team and not be mocked!
Form lines offer JK Brackens —
they beat Drom but lost twice
to Loughmore/ Castleiney. Try
Thurles Sarsfield who beat
Loughmore/ Castleiney but lost
to Nenagh, who lost to
Loughmore/ Castleiney, who
trumped the team that beat
Nenagh, ie Borrislleigh. The path
to the decider was a tricky one.
Whatever way you look at it,
Loughmore/ Castleiney have
come through the harder side of
the draw. Perhaps that is the
journey which has crystallised
them into a workmanlike team,
which is well balanced, ability,
experience and youth wise — just
like the 1988 team, which
coincidentally, also beat Nenagh
and  Borrislleigh in the
concluding stages of the
championship. If Killenaule had
come through, they would have
been the third of the teams the
red and green also beat in the
concluding rounds, when
captained to that victory by
Eamon Sweeney, Evan Sweeney
has pace and scoring ability,
which  should not be
underestimated. His  injury
problems earlier in the year may
have dulled our perception of his
worth, but recent displays have
reminded us of his value.

' Dromiinch star
Paul Collins.
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s 's Evan §
O'Meara in the County SHC semi-final.

When you discuss ability it is
hard to proceed without a
mention of Noel McGrath
whose skills level is incredible.
The last day he cut a whizzer of
a line ball from 50 metres or so
out from goal and only for the
netting behind the goal, the
sliothar might have ended up in
Killinan! The best of today's
young players are a joy to behold
and should never be discouraged
by criticism from, or comparison
with, another generation, He
defied his age and showed
incredible maturity by thinking
correctly under pressure to
avoid being hooked, with the
teams level and time almost up.
Noel had the vision to find David
McGrath, whose shot dropped
over the crossbar to regain the
lead. The arrival of Seamie Bohan
for the final minutes of the semi-
final was another throw back to
1988, when his goal and point
contributed significantly to his
club’s victory over Nenagh
opposition, in the quarter-final.
They start young and go on
forever, in that competitive dual
club.

y goes on a solo run chased by Nenagh's Declan

So you feel the pressure is on
Drom, having been here more
recently and left empty handed -
apart from the Man of the Match
award, which was awarded to
Seamus Butler. Such experience
can be very helpful in settling the
nerves on final day. Drom arrive
with a solid base, which includes
Damian Young, Eamonn Buckley,
James Woodlock, sharpshooter
Seamus Callanan, the impressive
wing forward Matthew Ryan, the
improving Paul Collins at
midfield and the captain Seamus
Butler, who may have a minder in
Paul Ormond, if consistency is
applied to match day tactics.
Perhaps Drom will play Butler
on the wing or with Summer
memories, do as Tipperary who
used him as a successful
midfielder, on one occasion.
Hard to visualise him that far
outfield, unless the wind is
particularly strong and a lead is
being defended. Loughmore/
Castleiney have versatility in

abundance and  semi-final
switches and substitutions
proved decisive. Eddie

Connolly's strong finish may

keep him in attack, Diarmuid
Brennan looks comfortable at
corner back and Gary Sweeney
at midfield will free Noel
McGrath to play nearer to the
goal, where you need your
scorers to be. With David
Kennedy, Tom King and Derek
Bourke expected to hurl
defiance at every Drom attack,
you would conclude that
goalkeeper and captain Johnny
Gleeson is happier with what he
sees in front of him now, than at
any time this year. Let us wish all
of the players, who have been
troubled by injury, the best of
luck for today.

Last year Droml/inch beat
Loughmore/Castleiney by eight
points in the Mid semi-final (1-15
to 0-10) and while it was
convincing then it serves as no
more than a passing reference
now. Neither team reached the
Co final last year so the current
evidence is that both have
improved. The contrast in styles
will be fascinating to watch, with
Drom’s fast moving game plan
being challenged by Loughmore's
‘x factor', variously defined as
‘spirit’, ‘passion’ and ‘refusal to
yield". All players are equal in that
club and individual glory is of no
interest to anybody therein.

| have the feeling that a draw is
imminent. The game is likely to
be close and neither team will be
overawed by the other or the
occasion. Both have their
reasons for optimism. They have
their steady heads and their
youthful starlets, They know
each other well and will be
aware of what has to be done to
lessen the impact of key players
on the game. | cant see too
many goals being scored, but my
view is that, however the scores
are compiled, the aggregate will
be about sixteen points each.
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Tipp’s new Senior Hurling
Management Team

Pictured left to right- Eamon O'Shea, Michael Ryan and Liam Sheedy

hree men who will have

great interst in this after-
noon's County Senior Hurling
Final will be the new Tipper-
ary management team at
senior level - Liam Sheedy
(Portroe), Michael Ryan
(Upperchurch Drombane) and
Eamon O'Shea (Kilruane Mac-
Donagh).

The triumvirate were
appointed by the County
Board at a full meeting in Sars-
fields Clubhouse last month
following a recommendation
from the Executive Commit-
tee - a special committee had
been established to discuss the
possibilities with potential can-
didates.

Liam Sheedy comes to the
job with an impressive CV in
his back pocket. Having led the
Tipperary minors to All-lre-
land glory in 2006, his star
rose considerably. People were
very impressed with his forth-

right attitude and approach to
training, as well as his ability to
deal with players on a one-to-
one basis.A very genuine GAA
man, Liam represented Tipp at
all levels and played in the All-
Ireland senior final of 1997
when Tipp lost out to Clare.
Also on that team was
Michael Ryan of Upperchurch
Drombane - he played at cor-
ner back on the day. Michael is
another man who has back-
boned his club for many years
- only last week he lined out at
full forward in the intermedi-
ate football quarter (final.
Michael is a man who attends a
lot of GAA games in Tipperary
and is very well versed in
who's who in and around the
county. He will be vital when it
comes to unearthing new tal-
ent for the Premier County.
Eamon O'Shea, a professor
of economics in NUIG, was
very highly regarded as a

{

hurler with his native Kilruane
MacDonagh - a club that has
provided coaches such as
Dinny Cahill and Len Gaynor
for Tipperary in the past. It is
in a coaching capacity, howev-
er, that Eamon has earned his
reputation and he is highly
qualified and very highly
thought of when it comes to
coaching. He will have a vital
role in the set-up and no
doubt he will be bringing many
of the traditional values associ-
ated with hurling in Kilruane
MacDonagh to the fore with
Tipperary.

Liam, Michael and Eamon
are wished well in their posi-
tions as they try to continue
returning Tipperary to the top
of the pile in the country. It
will take time - hopefully
people will be patient and
allow them the chance to put
their stamp on the side.
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NOW OPEN AT

RACECOURSE RETAIL PARK

NENAGH RoAD, THURLES

% 8,000 sq. ft. of Toys and Nursery

350 free parking spaces

% Open 7 days

Nursery ranges include: Mamas & Papas,
Quinny, MacClaren and more

Toy ranges include: V-Tech, Little Tikes,
Hornby and more

% Large selection of outdoor play equipment

Tel/Fax: 0504-26110
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On this day ... 21st October 1984

Seamus O’Doherty

'I"he last time that the Co Senior hurling final was
played on today’s date, was the GAA Centenary
Year decider, at Semple Stadium, berween Moy-
carkey/Borris and Lorrha. The match had been orig-
inally fixed for a week earlier, with the Minor final,
between Roscrea and Kickhams, but due to draws
at the quarter final and semi final stages, Lorrha did-
n't play their Co Semi final against Drom Inch until
October 7, while Moycarkey Borris beat Cap-
pawhite (3-14 to 2-12) in a replay of their semi final,
also in Nenagh, on the same date. Lorrha won their
game by 2-7 to 0-6, but sustained several injuries
during that competitive outing. It was a major
concern to a club, which was appearing in its first
decider since 1966 and still seeking their initial
title, that the Co Final was fixed for a week later.

A special meeting of the Co Board was held,on
the Tuesday night before the original final date,
October 14, to consider Lorrha's plea for a post-
ponement. The club claimed that many of their
players were injured. The list included John Mcln-
tyre, Donal Donoghue, Pat Kelly, Kieran Hough, John
Shelly Joe Kennedy, Eamonn Maher and Willie Foga-
rty. The postponement request was rejected, but
Lorrha subsequently held a club meeting on Octo-
ber |1 and advised the Co Board late that night, of
their inability to field a team, on the Sunday. A deci-
sion was taken to postpone the game, although the
Minor game went ahead. Roscrea, captained by Paul
Delaney and with Liam Carson scoring 5-1, won the
title on a 7-10 to 2-5 scoreline.

Another meeting of the Co Board was held on
October 15 and by agreement with the two clubs,
the fixtures committee rescheduled the game for
October 21. On the revised final date, all of the
injured Lorrha players except Donal Donoghue
lined out, although not all were fully fi. Donal came
on as a sub.but wasn't 100%.The match programme
carried the date of October |4 on its front cover
and cost £1.

Playing against the breeze in the first half, Lorrha
started well, going five points clear 0-6 to 0-1 after
2| minutes.They reached half time leading by 0-6 to
0-4.The North champions held firm early in the
second half and ten minutes in, they were still two

points to the good,
when Tom Doran
made another won-
derful save from
Willie Fogarty, to
keep the red and
yellow — champions
of 1982 — in the
game. The turning
point was Ned Slat-
tery’s goal in the
|4th minute, which
levelled the game, 0-
8 to |-5. Four min-
utes later, John
Flanagan pounced
on an error and
scored a second
goal. It was hard
fought to the finish,
but Lorrha, despite
an heroic bid, could-
n't get the scores they needed so badly. The final
score was Moycarkey/Borris 2-8, Lorrha 0-9.

Paddy Doyle was the Moycarkey/Borris Trainer.
The captain — who also led the team to victory in
1982 and went on to captain Tipp in the 1985 cham-
pionship — was Jack Bergin. The man of the match
was Eamonn Darmody.

Teams and scorers; Moycarkey/Borris — Tom
Doran, John Hacketrr, Willie Ryan, Tom Mullins,
Eamonn Darmody, Jack Bergin (capt), Jimmy Leahy,
Liam Bergin, Liam Dempsey, Timmy Cullagh, John
McCormack (0-1), David Fogarty (0-1), Ned Slattery
(1-2), Dick Quigley (0-1), John Flanagan (1-3). Subs:
Robert Hayes for |. Leahy (injured), J. Leahy for |
Hackett, Jim Flanagan for L Dempsey.

Lorrha — Ken Hogan, Martin Young, Mick Brophy,
Padraig Kennedy, Eamonn Sherlock (0-1), John Mcln-
tyre, Eamonn Maher, Pat Kelly, Brian Mannion, Joe
Kennedy (0-3), John O ‘Sullivan (0-1), Kieran Hough
(Capt),Aidan Mclntyre, John Shelly,Willie Fogarty (0-
4). Subs. Cathal Mclntyre for E. Maher, Donal
Donoghue for A. Mcintyre,

Referee Willie Barrett (Ardfinnan).

John Flanagan scored 1-3

2
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Youthful memories

Seamus O’Doherty

he presence of the

Carrick Davins team
of 1966/'67, as guests,
here today brings back
special memories for me.
Their first County final
victory over Lorrha, on
November 6, 1966,
marked my initial
appearance at a Tipperary
County hurling final and |
have attended all of them
then. My
recollections of that day
are limited.
reasonably fine day for
November and | recall a

since

It was a

wonder if the All-lreland
series had existed at the
time, would the first Tipp
winners still have worn
red and white, but hailed
from the South, rather
than the North? PJ Ryan,

another excellent
midfielder, captained Tipp.
to the Under-21 All-

Ireland title in 1967, while
Mick (as captain) and P
were joined by Jimmy
Ryan, on the Tipp team
which won the League,
Munster and Oireachtas
titles in 1968. Mick scored

weak sun facing the open 1-4 for Tipp. in that
grass bank, where | was i e Oireachtas decider, in
and where Ardan Ui Riain 1967 Tipperary captain which Tipp. beat Cork, by
has stood, since 1980. -9 to [-6. Davins and
Lorrha didn’t play very well and having  Roscrea met again in the 1969 final, but
trailed by 1-6 to 1-2 at half time, they  this time Roscrea were defending

added only one point in the second half,
while Davins doubled their score to 2-12.
Most of the support was with the Davins.
The big hero on that team was Mick
Roche, a midfield colossus at the time,
although his best inter county displays are
often recalled as centre back, in the 1968
All-Ireland final and the 197 Munster final
respectively. In 1967, he was the Tipperary
captain and his consolation for losing the
All-Ireland final was to captain his club, as
they retained the county title, beating my
beloved Roscrea more comfortably than
2-10 to 2-7 suggested.A Munster club title
confirmed the Davins' ability and you

2

3

champions and there was no doubt about
their supremacy — 4-13 to 0-5. Roche was
on the first All Stars hurling team in 1971
and it was a great bonus to young hurling
supporters, in Roscrea, that Mick’s
company, Carrolls, sponsored the awards
scheme because he always had a few
posters to give away. Having won All-
Ireland medals in 1964, 65 and '71, Mick’s
last championship outing for Tipp was the
losing 1974 Munster semi final against
Clare. He was a superb player in his day
and rightly, held the view that hurling
could only be played to its full potential, in
the Summer months.

T
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Damien Young

Age: 25

Occupation:

Teacher, Thurles CBS
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 4xUI8A, U2IB,
3xU21A, Cahill Cup, Senior
Mid Final County U-18A, 2x
U-21A, County League,
County Poc Fada
InterCounty: Tony Forristal
(capt), 2 x Minor Munster
(capt). U-21 Munster.
College: 2 Fitzgibbon Cup, |
Fresher All-Ireland, | Hurling
League (All WIT)

Edward Costello |
Age: 20

Occupation:

Student NUI Maynooth
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8A
(Hurling and Football), U21 A,
Junior A, Cahill Cup, Senior
Mid Final. County: UI8B
Hurling,

Eamonn Buckley |
Age: 25

Occupation:

PE Teacher, Thurles CBS
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 4xU18A, 3xU2IA,
Junior A Football, Cahill Cup,
Mid Senior Final. County: U-
I8A, 2xU-21A, County
League. InterCounty: Tony
Forristal, Munster U-21, Cur-
rent Tipp Senior Panalist
College: Senior League UL

Age: 23

Occupation: Student UCC

Achievements:

Club: Mid UI8B, 3x U2IA.
Junior B, Junior A, Cahill Cup,
Mid Senior Final. County: 2 x
U2IA, County League

Pac i".-'sl-'a_ Butler

Age: 26

Occupation: EBS
Commercial Property Finance
Achievements:

Mid: 4x UIBA, U2IB,
3xU2IA, Junior A Football,
Cahill Cup, Senior Mid Final.
County: U-18A, 2x U-21A
Titles, County League.

Donncha Kennedy
Age: 2|
Occupation: Student DIT
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8 A
Mid (Hurling and Football),

U21A, Junior B, Cahill Cup, ‘

Senior Mid Final. County:
UI8B Hurling. InterCounty:
Walsh Cup (DIT)

Thomas Cantwell

Age: 33

Occupation: ESB Electrician
Achievements:

Club: 2 x Junior A Hurling,
Junior A Football, Cahill Cup,
County League, Mid Senior
Final County: County League.

Age: 23
Occupation: |IT Consultant
Achievements:

Club: Mid UI8B, 3 x U2IA.
Cahill Cup, Mid Senior Final.

County: 2 x U2IA, County
League InterCounty: Repre-
sented Tipperary in U2| 2005
College: Fitzgibbon Cup LIT

james YYoodic

Age: 2|

Occupation: Garda
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8A
Mid (Hurling and Football),
U21A, Cahill Cup, Senior Mid
Final. Young Mid hurler of the
year 2005. County: UIBB
Hurling. InterCounty: Mun-

DROM }

PEN

|

—

The following are the names, nglJ
to date for the Senior DM

ster U21, Munster Minor, All-
Ireland U-16, Current Tipp
senior panellist.

Occupation: Apprentice

Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8A
(Hurling and Football), U21A,

Junior A, Cahill Cup, Senior

Mid Final County: U8B Hurl-
ing, Junior A InterCounty: All
Ireland Minor

Age: |9

Occupation: Apprentice
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8A
(Hurling and Football), U21 A,
Cahill Cup, Senior Mid Final
County: UI8B Hurling Inter-
County:All Ireland Minor

Age: 2|

Occupation: Student UL
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8A
(Hurling and Football), U21A,
Junior B, Cahill Cup, Senior
Mid Final County: U18B Hurl-

ing

Ag: 27
Occupation: Alphyra Irl.
Sales Executive
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s, occupations and achimmentj

'om & Inch hurling team

Achievements:

Club: Mid: 4x UI8A, U2IB,
3xU21A, Junior A Football,
Cahill Cup, Senior Mid Final.
County. U-18B, U-18A, 2x U-
21A, County League. Cap-
tained Tipperary U-21 Hurl-
ing team in 2001 InterCoun-
ty: Munster Minor, Railway
Cup College: Ryan Cup Tl

FEPEYY; o1
Eric Woodlock

Age: 20

Occupation: Student LIT
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x U18B, UI8A
(Hurling and Football), U21 A,
Junior A, Cahill Cup, Senior
Mid Final County: U18B Hurl-
ing, Junior A

Age: 2|

Occupation: Student UL
Achievements:

Club: 2 x U18B, UI8A (Hurl-
ing and Football), U2IA,
Junior A, Cahill Cup, Senior
Mid Final. County: UI8B
Hurling

Paul Connors _______|
Age: |7

Occupation: Apprentice
Achievements:

Club: Mid UI8A (hurling and
football)

Michael Cantwell

Age: 29

Occupation:

Electronic Engineer
Achievements:

Club: Mid: Senior Mid final,
U21A, UI8A, UI8B, Junior A.
County: Junior A, UI8B,
County League.

Declan Ryan

Age: 23:

Occupation: Builder
Achievements:

Mid: U8B, U2IA, Junior A,
Cahill Cup, Senior Mid Final
County: Junior A

Age: 27

Occupation: Publican
Achievements:

Mid: 2x UIBA, 3x U2IA,
Cahill Cup, Mid Senior. Coun-
ty: U-18A, 2x U-21A Titles,
County League.

Age: 26

Occupation: Civil Engineer
Achievements:

Mid: 4x U-18A, and 3x U-
21 A, Cahill Cup, Mid Senior
County: UIBA, 2x U2IA, ,

County League. InterCounty: *

Munster Minor championship

Age: 20

Occupation: Apprentice
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8 A
Mid (Hurling and Football),

U21A, 2 x Junior A, Cahill I

Cup, Senior Mid Final Coun-
ty: UI8B Hurling, Junior A

Martin Butler
Age: 2|

Occupation: Roof Designer
Achievements:

Club: Mid: 2 x UI8B, UI8 A

Mid (Hurling and Football),
U2IA, Junior A, Cahill Cup,
Senior Mid Final

County: U8B Hurling,

Frank McGrath

Age: 30

Occupation: Bank Manager
Ulster Bank Clonmel.
Achievements:

Club: U21B Mid, Junior A
Football Mid, UI8B County,
Cahill Cup Champions, Divi-
sion 3 County League Cham-
pions, Mid Senior Final

Paddy Kennedy
Age: 23
Occupation:
Welder/Farmer
Achievements:

Club: Mid: U18B, 2 x U2IA,
Cahill Cup, Senior Mid Final
County: U2l A, County
League.

Age: 25

Occupation: Farmer
Achievements:

Club: UI8A, 2x U2IA, 2 Mid
Junior B County: U21 A

Age: |9

Occupation: Student UL
Achievements:

Club: Mid: U18B,U18A (Hurl-
ing and Football), U2IA,
Junior B. County: UI8B Hurl-
ing,

T

lichael Costello

Age: 2

Occupation: Student NUI
Maynooth

Achievements:

Club: Mid U18B, 3 Mid U2IA.
Cahill Cup, Mid Senior Final.
County: 2 x U2IA, County
League

| Ulhzasllll| Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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For a complete, professional and
personalised service, talk to Brodericks.
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Drom & Inch

he history of our club goes way back to the early

days of the Gaelic Athletic Association.The parish
figured amongst the affiliations in 1887. Drom & Inch
had a great sprinkle of hurlers over the years but did
not enjoy much luck in the championship. The first
major trophy won by the club came in the form of
the senior mid championship in 1974, this was a glo-
rious period for the club and with a bit more luck
they might have added more mid titles and possibly a
county title.

Few would have imagined that the club would have
to wait a further ten years to pick up the mid title
again, the centenary year of the GAA saw the club
achieve its greatest success on the hurling fields, mid
minor and U2 titles followed the Senior success and
with that the club was honoured with Mid club of the
year, a very proud moment for everyone involved.

It would be a long wait again for the club to
achieve the great heights of ‘74 and '84 and it was not
until Drom-inch started to become a major force in
the juvenile grades from 1995 when they won a
county minor B championship and also the famous
Christy Ring cup when they won the Feile Na nGael
at U4 level. This was quickly followed up with three
mid minor A finals in a row between 1996 and 1998
(one county title) and three mid U21 titles between
1999 and 200/ (two county titles) and most recently
a mid minor A title in 2004 and U2| A title in 2005
has ensured a solid base of quality hurlers playing at
senior level in the club. 2005 saw the club reach a
new high when we reached the senior county final
for the first time losing narrowly to Thurles Sars-
fields, our Junior A's won the county final and were
promoted to Intermediate level, our Junior B's on
their second mid title in a row and were also pro-
moted to junior A level. A remarkable achievement
for a club that was competing at the lower levels just
a few short years previously to now have a Senior,
Intermediate and Junior A team only Thurles Sars-
fields could boast about such quantity and quality of
hurlers in their ranks. |t was only a matter of time
before the winning habit seeped into the senior side
and this duly happened in 2006 when after a period
of 22 years the senior mid title returned to the club.

Off the field the club has also had to cater for the
growing demand placed on it and undertook its first
upgrade since its official opening in 1990 when the
club developed two news dressing rooms with a
meeting room and catering facilities which are now
used to host many major county championship games
and also by various county teams on route to Semple
Stadium for intercounty matches. In 2007 the club
has planned to develop an all weather floodlit hurling
wall which the club hopes will help develop the skills
and talents of our national game now and into the
future.

Club History

SENIOR CLUB OFFICERS 2007:

President: Tom Everard

Vice President: Larry Looby, Donal Bourke, Packie
Boyle

Chairman: Tommy Butler

Yice Chairperson: Fr. Murphy, Eddie Buckley
Secretary: Alice Costelloe

Joint Treasurers: Sean Hicks R.LP, Liam McLoughlin
and Brian Boyle

Assistant Secretary: Eddie Kinane

PRO: Séamus Walsh

Field Officer: Tommy Butler

Mid Board Rep: Kevin Bourke

County Board Rep: Eddie Kinane

Football Board Rep: Con Ryan

Club Registrar: Liam McLoughlin, Packie Boyle
Co. Board Draw Coordinator: Ambrose Purcell
Coaching Officer: Paudie Butler

JUVENILE GAA CLUB:

The Juvenile club developed a plan in the early
1990’s to establish top quality training for every child
in the parish at every age group and by 1992 Drom-
Inch had captured its first ever U12 A county cham-
pionship. This was followed by an Ul4 county title in
1995. In that year Drom-Inch also qualified for the A
final at Feile na NGael. After an Epic match against
Sixmilebridge, extra time having failed to separate the
teams it was decided that both clubs should share the
Christy Ring Cup. Our First county championship at
U16 level was in 1996 and this along with in B minor
and A minor in 1998.Another U2 championship suc-
cess was achieved in 1995, most of the payers taking
part in the senior final today have won these medals
and proves that a solid juvenile club is the backbone
for senior success. In 2007 the juvenile club has com-
peted in the mid U14,U16 and U8 finals, despite not
bringing home the silverware, these teams were very
young and no doubt will use the experience as the
games commence again in the springtime.

JUVENILE CLUB OFFICERS 2007:

President: Tom Everard.

Vice President: Sean Shanahan, Larry Looby, Pakie
Boyle.

Chairman: Teddy Kennedy.

Secretary: Sally Young.

Assistant Secretary: Ambrose Purcell.
Treasurer: Sinead Nolan.

PRO: Seamus Walsh.

Mid Board Delegates: John Hassett, Sally Young,
Teddy Kennedy, Ambrose Purcell
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phnny Ryan, James

Edward Costello, Michael Long, Frank McGrath Seamus Callanan, Michael Costello, Donncha Kennedy, Trevor Hassett. Mi
| Connors.

Drom & Inch
Management
team from
left:- Pat
Looby, Ramie
Ryan (Coach)
and Seamus
Fahey.
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COUNTY TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

lists 2007* DROM

& INCH

— sty —

NS -

DROM & INCH PATH

TO THE 2007
SENIOR HURLING
G CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

from photo

May |13th JK Brakens ...... 2-14

County Senior Hurling Championship Round
August 3rd Drom & Inch. . . .. I-19
County Senior Hurling Championship Round 2

August |18th Drom & Inch. . . .. 2-22

County Senior Hurling Round 3

August 24th Drom & Inch. . ... 1-19

ounty Senior Hurling Qualifier

September |5th Drom & Inch. . ... 1-25

County Quarter Final

September 22nd Drom & Inch. . ... 0-15

County Semi Final

October 7th Drom & Inch. . ... 1-19

Drom & Inch. . . .. I-10
Cappawhite. . . ... I-13
Kilruane MacDonaghs |- 14

POIEIOR, 0 eie o a 2-9

Knockavilla Kickhams. 0-15
Clonoulty-Rossmore. 0-13

Killenaule ....... 0-19

Drom & Inch have played seven games.
They scored 8-133 and conceded 5-93 in total.

) g
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COUNTY TIPPERARY SENIOR H
Drom/Inch

Colours: Blue and Gold

(1)
D. de Sion
DAMIEN YOUNG
(Cleakile)
(@) ~(3) (4)
E. 0 Coistealbha E. 0 Buachalla (. de Buitléir
EDWARD COSTELLO EAMONN BUCKLEY KEVIN BUTLER
(Dovea) (Goldengrove) (Ballypatrick)
(5) (6) (7)
P de Buitléir D. 0 Cinnéide T. de Cantual
PADRAIG BUTLER DONNCHA KENNEDY  THOMAS CANTWELL
(Goldengrove) (Annfield) (Ballypatarick)
(8) (9)
P. 0 Coiledin S. Udlog
PAUL COLLINS JAMES WOODLOCK
(Knocka) (Cottage)
(10) () (12)
M. 0 Riain s 0 Callandin S. 0 Riin
MATTHEW RYAN SEAMUS CALLANAN JOHNNY RYAN
(Drom) (Bouladuff) (Drom)
(13) (14) (15)
S. de Buitléir E. Udlog D. O Riain
SEAMUS BUTLER (Capt) ERIC WOODLOCK DECLAN RYAN
(Ballypatrick) (Cotfage) (Ballinlonty)
Management: Pat Looby, Ramie Ryan, Séamus Fahy
First Aid: Ena de Blrca
Masseur: Rita O'Dwyer
DROM /INCH Cuil Cuilini Seachai 65m | Saor Pocanna
1adh leath
2adh leath
IOMLAN
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URLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
Loughmore-Castleiney

Colours: Green and Red

(N
S. 0 Gliasain
JOHNNY GLEESON (Capt)
(Tinvoher)
(2) (3) (4)
A. Mac an Gaill D. de Birco P. 0 Rua
ALVY STAPLETON DEREK BOURKE PAUL ORMOND
(Carrick) (Laha) (Whitefield)
(5) (6) 7
E. 0 Riain D. 0 Cinnéide 1. 0 Cionga
EOIN RYAN DAVID KENNEDY TOM KING
(Killhara) (Clogheraily) (Loughmore Village)
(8) 9
(. MacCraith 6. MacSuibhne
CIARAN McGRATH GARY SWEENEY
(Ballybrista) (Ballyduag)
(10) 1) (12)
E. MacSuibhne P. 0 Braondin N. MacCraith
EVAN SWEENEY PAUL BRENNAN NOEL McGRATH
(Ballyduag) (Kilcurkee) (Lisheen)
(13) (14) (15)
E. 0 Coinghaile M. de Bhibstear R. Mac an Gaill
EDDIE CONNOLLY MICAHEL WEBSTER RONAN STAPLETON
(Barronstown) (Tinvoher) (Carrick)
)
1 Management: Eamon Sweeney, Frankie McGrath,
l Michael McGrath
Physio: Cathy Doran
LOUGHMORE- Cuil Cuilini Seachal 65m | Saor Pocanna
CASTLEINEY
1adh leath
2adh leath
IOMLAN

3l ~

C
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COUNTY TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

County Senior Hurling F

The Loughmare/Castleiney panel prior to their 0-15 to 0-13 semi-final victory over Nenagh Eire Og - Back, | to r:Colm Car
Webster, Paul Ormoand, Tom King, Diarmuid Brennan, Derek Burke, Paul Brennan, Eoin Ryan, David Kennedy, Ger Morris, David M
Long, Johnny Campion, James Egan, Martin Ryan. Front, | to r:Alvy Stapleton, John Paul Foy, Evan Sweeney, Eddie Connoally, Ronan St
McGrath, Johnny Gleeson (copt), Garry Sweeney, Noel McGrath, James Connolly, Seamie Bohan, Jody Sweeney and Tommy Ormond

Loughmore /
Castleiney
Senior
Management
tearn. Left to
right- Michoel
McGrath,
Eamon
Sweeney and
Frankie
McGrath

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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COUNTY TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

ists 2007 | LOUGHMORE] |-

5* OLE ;
.
ohnny Gleeson
l apic

*! LOUGHMORE | CASTLEINEY

PATH TO THE 2007
SENIOR HURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

N, Micheal
ith, Tommy
ton, Ciaran

Mid First Round

May 6th Loughmore/Castleiney . . |-20 Boherlahan-Dualla . . 1-13
id Semi-Final

August 19th Loughmore/Castleiney . . 4-10 K Brackens....... 2-14
I YT e e et ol e SO PR PR G
September 9th  Thurles Sarsfields . . . . . . 0-22 Loughmore/Castleiney 3-9
September 16th Loughmore/Castleiney . . 2-16 JK Brackens....... 3-10
[County Quarter Final
September 23rd Loughmore/Castleiney . . 3-13 Borris-leigh . ... ... I-13

County Semi-Final
October 7th Loughmore/Castleiney . . 0-15 Nenagh Eire Og. ... 0-13

Loughmore/Castleiney have played six games.
They scored 13-113 and conceded 7-85 in total.

33

Comhairle Contae Thiobra
Tipperary County Counci



COUNTY TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

FINAL

Loughmore

Club Development: The
achievements of the parishes
of Loughmore and
Castleiney on the playing

fields has been well docu- |

mented down the years with
almost every title coming to
the club,

While winning is the main
target of every club and
county, playing facilities must
also be a huge part of the

structure. Back in 1978 our

present playing field in
Cuiguilla, Castleiney, was pur-
chased and developed with a
new building including two
dressing rooms, referees
room and toilets. This was a
major breakthrough at the
time from players having to
tog out at the ditch or later
in cars etc.

Present day trends show
that our present facilities are
no longer sufficient to cater
for underage teams in partic-
ular which now have many
girls playing the game. This
year under the guidance of
club chairman  Eamon
Sweeney a major fund raiser
in conjunction with the Irish
Guide Dogs was set up. A
hard working committee and
a huge team of volunteers
set out over the August Bank
Holiday weekend through
the towns and villages of Tip-
perary and further beyond
including Limerick, Cork,
Waterford, Wexford, Kil-
kenny and Dublin. This
involved a carpet push spon-
sored by Hanafin Furniturre
and Carpets, Stradavoher,
Thurles.

This proved a huge success
despite the inclement weath-

|
r

Castleiney Club

Histor

Loughmore's Evan Sweeney gets his shot despite the best efforts of Nenagh Eire
Og's Ritchie Flannery and Paul Brennan following through,

CLUB OFFICERS
FOR 2007 ARE

Chairman:
Eamon Sweeney
V/Chairman:
Dick Egan, Dan Egan
Secretary:
John Treacy

Ass. Secretary:
Jimmy Hennessy
Treasurer:

Tom McGrath
PR.O.:

Pat Healy

JUVENILE CLUB
Chairman:
Pat O Connell
Secretary:
Jimmy Hennessy
Treasurer:
Bernie McGrath
P.R.O.
Pat Healy

er that prevailed at the time.

Plans are drawn up for our
proposed new building of
extra dressing rooms, meet-
ing room, referees room,
extra toilets etc. As this
stage it is hoped that every-
thing will be in place for go
ahead in 2008.

The venture is looked
upon to facilitate the youth
of the parishes of Lough-
more/Castleiney, where the
amount of young people
coming to the play the games
are thankfully increasing all
the time. The success of our
teams both at juvenile and
adult level prove that the
club is in a very strong state
and will continue to do so.
The development at Cuiguil-
la when completed will no
doubt add a new dimension
to facilities, but a lot of fund
raising lies ahead and the
hard grafting must continue
to achieve this aim. Victory
today would certainly make
it all worth while.
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0299200rnces

LOUGHMORE/CASTLEINEY

1983 lost to Borrisoleigh 0-17 to I-11

1987 lost to Cappawhite [-17 to 2-13

1988 drew with Borrislleigh I-6 to 0-9

1988 beat Borrislleigh 2-7to |-8
DROM/INCH

2005 lost to Thurles Sarsfields I1-17 to 0-15

Loughmore/Castleiney team prior to the drawn County Senior Hurling Final 1988
Back row (l-r.): Tom McGrath, Pat McGrath, Ned Ryan, Jim Maher, Fr. Peter Brennan, John Cormack, Pat
Cormack, John Treacy. Front row (l-r.): Frankie McGrath, Liam Cormack, John Treacy, Michael McGrath,
Eamon Brennan, Eamon Sweeney (capt), Seamie Bohan. Mascots: Jody Sweeney, Jonathan Cullen.

15
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Age: 30
Occupation:
Factory Employee
Honours: Mid-Senior hurl-
ing finals, Mid-Senior football
finals, County Senior football
final, U21 B Mid and County
hurling, U21 A Mid and Coun-
ty football.

Occupation:
ENV Technician a-
Honours: Mid Senior hurling

finals, Mid and County Senior
football finals, U21 B Mid and
County hurling, U21 A Mid
and County football, Mid
Junior football A and B.

Age: 23

Occupation: Student
Honours: Mid Senior hurling
finals, Mid and County Senior
football, Mid and County
Minor hurling final, Mid and
County Minor football final,
U21 A Mid hurling, U2| A Mid
and County football, Munster
Minor Hurling Final, All-Ire-
land Minor Hurling runner up
medal.

Age: 29

Occupation:
Pharmaceutical Technician
Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Mid and County Senior
football, U21 B Mid and
County hurling, U21 A Mid
and County football.

Age: 21
Occupation: Student
Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Mid and County Minor

Y hurling, Mid
~ Minor football, U21 A Mid

and County

hurling, U21 A Mid and Coun-
ty football.

Occupation: Student
Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Mid Senior football, Minor
A Mid and County hurling
and football, U21 A Mid hurl-
ing, U21 A Mid and County
football.

Age: 25
Occupation: Civil Servant
Honours: Munster Minor
hurling (winners), All-Ireland
runner up, Mid Senior hurling,
Mid and County Senior foot-
ball, Mid Minor B hurling and
football.

Age: 20

Occupation: Civil Servant
Honours: Mid Senior Hurl-
ing, Mid and County finals at
Senior; U2| and Minor foot-
ball, U21 A Mid hurling.

Age: 22

Occupation: Student
Honours: Mid and County
football finals at Senior, U21 A

and Minor A level, Mid and Paul ©

County Minor hurling, Mid
U21 A hurling.

Age: 23
Occupation: Civil Servant
Honours: Munster Minor

" hurling final (winners) and

Runner Up All-Ireland hurling
medal. Mid and County Minor
hurling and football, U2] A
Mid and County football, U2

LOUGH
CASTI

to date for the Senior Lougho!

A Mid hurling final, Mid
Senior hurling, Mid and

. County Senior football.

Age: 30

Occupation: Sales Rep
Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Mid and County Senior
football (2004 as captain),
U21 A Mid and County foot-
ball, U2| B Mid and County
hurling.

Age: 3|

Occupation: Garda
Honours: Munster and All-
Ireland  Senior  hurling,
National League, Munster
Minor hurling (1993), Mid
Senior hurling and football,
County Senior football, Mid
U2l A and County football
finals.

Age: 30

Occupation: Engineer
Honours: Munster and All-
Ireland  Senior  hurling,
National Hurling League,
Munster Minor football final,
Munster and  All-Ireland
Junior football, Mid Senior
hurling finals, Mid and County
Senior football, U21 A Mid
and County football.

| V3
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MORE-
EINEY
PICS

sre [ Castleiney hurling team

Emmﬁonsamladﬁemu)

Age: |6
Occupation: Student
Honours: 2 Munster and All-
Ireland Minor hurling, Mid
Senior hurling and football,
Mid Minor B football, Mid and
County U2| A football.

Paul Brennan

Age: 23

Occupation:

Civil engineer

Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Mid and County Senior
football, Mid and County
Minor hurling and football,
U21 A Mid hurling, U21 A Mid
and County football honours.

Age: 22
Occupation:
Apprentice Plumber
Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Mid and County Senior
football, U2I A Mid and
County football, Mid and
County Minor hurling and
football, Mid junior football.

S )

Age: 27
Occupation:
Production Management
Honours: Mid Senior hurl-
ing, Junior A Mid football, Mid
and County U2 A titles, Mid
U21 B hurling.

Seamie Bohan

Age: 38

Occupation: Farmer
Honours: Only player in
today's final with a County
Senior hurling medal (1988).
Mid Senior hurling final, Mid
and County Senior football
(1992 as captain), Munster
Minor hurling winner and All-
Ireland R/Up medal. Mid
Junior A football.

Colm Campion
Age: 2|

Occupation: Student
Honours: Mid Senior hurling &
and football, Mid and County
Minor hurling and football,
U2| A Mid and County foot-
ball, Mid Junior A football.

Johnny Campion

Age: |9

Occupation: Student
Honours: Mid Senior foot-
ball, Mid Minor B football, Mid

Junior football

James Egan = .
Age: 2|

Occupation:

Apprentice Carpenter
Honours: Mid and County
Minor hurling and football,
U21 A Mid hurling, U21 A Mid
and County football, Mid and
County Senior football, Mid
Senior hurling

i [
Age: 27
Occupation: Civil Servant

. Honours: Mid Senior foot-

ball, Mid Senior hurling, U2| A
Mid and County football, U2|
B hurling.

o ——=

Age: 25
Occupation: Civil Servant

37
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Honours: Mid Senior hurling,
Mid and County Senior foot-
ball, Mid Minor B hurling and
football, Mid U21 B hurling,
Mid Junior football.

Age: 22

Occupation: Civil Servant
Honours: Mid and County
Minor hurling and football,
U21A Mid hurling, U21 A Mid
and County football, Mid
Senior hurling, Mid and
County Senior football.

Age 27

Occupation: Sales Rep
Honours: U2l B hurling
North and County( with

. Erins Hope), Mid Senior hurl-

ing, Mid Junior football

Age: 3|

Occupation: Farmer
Honours: Mid and County
U2l A football, Mid and
County Senior football, Mid
Senior hurling,

I: —!i._.i i‘;m;[——_!—'__r'_
Age: 25

Occupation:

Quantity Surveyor
Honours: Mid Senior foot-
ball, Mid Senior hurling, Mid
Junior football, Mid U2l B
hurling.

Age: 2|
Occupation:
Apprentice Carpenter
Honours: Mid and County
Minor A hurling and football,

| Mid and County U21 A foot-

ball, Junior A football, Mid
Senior football.




Best Wishes to Loughmore Castleiney in today’s Game from:

CLODAGH
CONSTRUCTION

OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF GAELIC GAMES IN LOUGHMORE CASTLEINEY

Concrete & Steel Specialists
For all your Farm Building requirements including:

‘A’ Type, Lean Too and Round Roof sheds
Slatted Tanks
Silage Bases & Yards l
Block and Mass Concrete Walls
Cattle Crushes, Internal & External Penning
Sliding and Swinging Doors

All work carried out in accordance with
Department of Agriculture Specifications.

We also Specialise in Uiewing Stands and Hurling Walls for GAA Clubs and
Organisations

Contact: Jonathan Cullen: 087 - 657 9328
Timmy Stapleton: 087 - 257 0720

Clodagh Construction
Pallas, Borrisoleigh, Thurles, Co. Tipperary.
Phone: 0504 51508 / Fax: 0504 50912 I
Clodagh Ironworks Ltd., t/a Clodagh Construction

Company Directors: Timmy Stapleton & Jonathan Cullen |]

|
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The first paid-up members of the Premier Club attending the launch of the Horse and Jockey Hotel on May 10, From left:

] i

Michael Fenton (president, Tipperary Association in Dublin) who launched the Premier Club; Michael and Hilary Power,
Birdhill; Pat and Mary O'Donnell, Clonmel and Gerry Kelly, Thurles.

The Premier Club was launched this year to
provide alternative finance to support:

* The continuous development of intercoun-
ty teams

* The promotion of hurling and football

* The coaching of hurling and football at juve-
nile level

Benefits for Members include:

= Team news immediately when announced
by text/e-mail

* Invites to special functions involving team
management and players.

* 2 passes for entry to all Tipperary Co.
Board Club games

* 10% discount on Golf Classics/Corporate
Lunches/Tipp GAA Shop

* Right to purchase 2 tickets for Tipperary
All-ticket matches.

* Receive merchandise with Premier Club
Logo inc. Sweater, Polo Shirt, Umbrella, Cap,
Key Ring, Pen, and Lapel badge.

The following is a list of some of those mem-

39

bers who joined the Premier Club in its inau-
gural year.

(others wish to remain anonymous)

| Pat O'Connor, Clonmel; 2 James O'Hanra-
han, Dublin; 3 Michael Morrissey, Clonmel; 4
Matthew Cahill, Thurles; 5 Michael Power, Bird-
hill; 6 Michael Blanchfield, Mooncoin; 7 John Joe
Morrissey, Cashel; 8 Gerard Kelly, Thurles; 9
Jerry Harrington, Fethard; |0 Eamonn Kelly, Kil-
dangan; |1 Gerard Ryan, Portumna; 12 John
Lynch, London; 13 Michael Fenton, Dublin; |4
Augustine Carey, Nenagh; |5 Pat Creed Dublin;
16 John Kelly, Cahir; 17 Joe Hannigan. Kilbar-
ron; 18 PJ. O'Brien, Nenagh; |9 Jim Butler, Tem-
pletuchy; 20 Liam O'Gorman, Ardfinnan

New members are always welcome at an
Annual Premium of €1,000.

Contact County Secretary, Tim Floyd at Lar
na Pdirce, Thurles (087 2591747)

—e
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AVday for/clubs

re is nothing to compare
with a county final, if you want
to unify a parish. The excitement
begins a few days after the semi final
victory, when thoughts turn to the
next and ultimate outing, in domes-
tic competition.Any club, which has
enjoyed the Co final day experi-
ence, will tell you there is nothing
like it for generating local excite-
ment, passion and a common pur-
pose. Of course the main target is
to win the Dan Breen cup, but par-
ticipation in the decider is a mile-
stone for any player, during his
career. Many players don't achieve
the honour of playing in a Co final
with their clubs and no martter how
successful there are in their sport-
ing lives, it remains a great regret,
when the career ends.

Among the present Tipperary
Senior team, there are quite a few
players who have yet to experience
the occasion. You know, without
asking, that they would gladly swop
other honours to play in their own
Co Senior Final.

For those who qualify, it is an
opportunity to end the year on a
successful note, before heading into
whatever the Munster club champi-
onship holds. Obviously
Toomevara’s victory last year
means that the eyes of the province
will be on Tipperary, to see if this
year’s finalists might have the ability
to keep that title in the Premier
county. That task has no immediate
relevance today, which is about
achieving top honours in your own
county.

The competing parishes have
been decked out in their club
colours, with particular emphasis in

Seamus O’Doherty

the heavily populated areas. The
schools have worked the club’s
progress into student assignments.
The local media, print and radio,
have presented their build up and
offered their predictions. Tipper-
ary’s status,as a major hurling coun-
ty, ensures the national media also
have an interest in the game. There
will of course be live radio com-
mentary, which is a godsend to
those who can't attend the final for
various reasons. Will Tom McGrath
be able to conceal his club affilia-
tions, as analyst on Tipp FM? He
might be forgiven if he fails! Some-
times people at home can be even
luckier, with TG4 offering the
action, live or deferred. To all who
add constructively to the excite-
ment and importance of the occa-
sion a word of thanks is due.

Despite  the  significantly
increased media presence over the
past |5 years or so, paurons still
enjoy the ‘Culbaire’ and ‘Vestside'
columns, as well as reading the pre-
views written by a wide range of
Tipp.journalists at national and local
levels. It is amazing how many Tipp
people have become hurling writ-
ers and no doubt this was inspired
by the love of the game, fostered as
they grew up in the Premier Coun-
ty. Co-operation between the GAA
and the media is so important and
it ensures that the work of each
complements the other. These cor-
respondents can contribute signifi-
cantly to the increasing interest in
the game and the creation of a pos-
itive atmosphere around our club
and county teams, which always
enjoy the admiration of their fol-
lowers.

So the journey to Semple Stadi-
um begins.Many people like to see
the minor game, but others are
happy to arrive at half time and
claim their seats.Many people enjoy
a flick through the programme,
which is always of high quality. The
editor, Ger Corbett, deserves our
thanks for his consistently high stan-
dards in that respect. The swelling of
the crowd becomes obvious as the
minutes pass and colour schemes
become more prominent. Green is
the common colour. It is the red or
the white with it, which determines
your allegiance. The repetitive and
merry clicking of the stiles confirms
the increasing attendance. The loud
cheer, which greets the end of the
curtain raiser, is followed a few min-
utes later by a salute to the captain’s
speech, before the decibel level
rises with the arrival of the senior
teams. The puck around is surveyed
from the stands and any fitness
doubts are checked before Liam
O'Donnchu confirms the line outs
over the public address. Soon the
teams are called to order and it is
time for the traditional pre match
parade. Some players march better
than others, but the whole exercise
looks so much more impressive
when players' deportment is confi-
dent and playing gear is uniformly
tidy. Then it is time for the National
Anthem - a highly emotional few
minutes for players and supporters,
whose hopes will stand or fall on
what happens over the next hour
and a quarter. The season’s work
hangs on what unfolds now. No
excuses, no second chances and no
comebacks. The better team will
win.

|
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The referee checks his watch, as
players encroach impatiently from
the two ‘65’ lines. The tension is pal-
pable and more so in a local derby,
which bestows the supreme
reward on the winners. The ball is
thrown in and away we go. There
are early trends, twists and turns, as
play develops. The statistics' men
are indicating early advantages and
problem spots to the team man-
agement. Pucks out are a problem
for the favourites, who are assisted
by the wind and they are over-
shooting their target men. Primary
possession is not being achieved
from that advantage. Messages are
hurriedly conveyed and deeper
positions called for in plan B. They
will try shorter pucks for the next
ten minutes and try to leave more
space in front of the full forward
line. Points are exchanged, but
defences are on top and goal scor-
ing opportunities are scarce. The
first real chance comes 20 minutes
into the game, but a brilliant save at
the town end averts the danger. A
few minutes to half time and the
breeze is only yielding a two point
lead, when disaster strikes. A ball is
misjudged by the goalkeeper and a
one handed flick from a stretching
forward nudges the ball across the
line. It doesn't even touch the net —
back or front — and the game has
changed course.The favourites now
g0 in at half time a point down and
will have to face the breeze, when
they reappear.

Dressing rooms are difficult
places, at half time. Honesty and
calmness are vital. Two substitutions
are made by the outsiders, interest-
ingly both in attack. The message is
to work harder when not in pos-
session and don't allow unchal-
lenged clearances to their oppo-
nents. A demand to eliminate foul-
ing when there isn't any pressure s
made and the stats. man offers two
comments, on the evidence of the

first half. In the other dressing
room, there is much confidence.
The Manager stands on the table
and speaks, He reminds the
favourites that they trail only by a
point, have the wind against them
but won't lose if they keep hurling.
He tells them they have better play-
ers than their opponents. It is a
‘comfort zone', with no sign of a
personnel or positional switch.

The second half stays tight; ten
minutes have elapsed and the teams
are level -7 to 0-10.This is a low
scoring but tense final. The
favourites move ahead by a point
and another follows from the right
half forward. It is falling into place
now. Ten minutes to go 0 -13 to |-
8 and ribbons on the cup are
adjusted. The leaders’ corner back
lifes the ball and heads out on a solo
run. Calls to clear are ignored he is
now on the ‘65 line. ‘Time' says a
colleague. From somewhere an
opponent pounces. The ball is
knocked free and hit first time. It is
redirected on the ‘20’ and suddenly
the full forward is through. He can't
miss. Goal! The puck out is lost and
the sliothar is quickly struck over
the bar. Points are exchanged on
two occasions but the minutes run
down and the outsiders hold on.
Only two points in it — but victory
has been achieved. The pitch is
invaded by happy supporters. Play-
ers are carried shoulder high and
the captain makes his way up to
receive the Dan Breen Cup.A rare
but a wonderful sight for this club.
The Co Chairman — also a Mid man
— appeals for quietness to com-
mence his presentation speech,
which is followed soon afterwards
by the predictable but joyful ‘ls mor
an onoir domsa, an corn seo a ghla-
cadh’. New heroes have emerged.
Savour the moment! Liam Sheedy
and his selectors have been watch-
ing. Bigger opportunities will beck-
on for some.

Every sentence of the captain’s
speech is cheered to the echo,
before he eventually hoists the cup
to the heavens and returns to pitch
level, where he is engulfed by over-
joyed supporters.

It will be a late night and proba-
bly a long week. The Munster club
draw gives a fortnight's grace before
next action, so there is time for cel-
ebration. It has been a memorable
day for the winners, but spare a
thought for the losers. They pre-
pared as thoroughly and tried as
hard as the new champions and no
doubt their day will come soon, as
frequently happens in Tipperary
Senior hurling, Just now there is no
consolation. That will come later in
the evening, when they are unwind-
ing with club officials, family mem-
bers and loyal supporters. The fair
weather followers will be long gone
I

The victorious club secretary
now has the microphone and
announces the homecoming of the
team for 9 o'clock. He invites
everybody to attend and confirms
that the schools will be visited by
players and club officials, with the
cup during the week. Following a
final cheer in response, the PA
system closes down and it is time
to move on. However, hundreds of
people linger on the pitch dis-
cussing what they have witnessed
and it will be some time yet before
the captain reaches the dressing
room or the caretaker, Philly Butler,
can leave Semple Stadium. He
deserves our thanks,as much as the
players, for ensuring it was a day to
remember.

1 | Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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Review of Juvenile Hurling Year

By John Smith, County Bord na nOg P.R.O.

Loughmore-Castleiney panel and mentors celebrate following their victory in the Campion Insurance Under-14 ‘A’ County hurl-
ing final — Back row, | to r: Eamon Sweeney, Padraig Hennessy, Aoife McGrath, Joseph Nyland, Evan Egan, Sam Allen, Darragh
Butler, Lorcan Egan, Greg Cleary, John Connolly, Joseph Hennessy, Noel O'Connell, Frankie McGrath, Jim Sweeney. Middle: Mau-
reen Connolly, Martin Meagher,Aaron Sweeney, John Meagher, Thomas Maher, Kevin O'Connell, Denis Brereton, Keith Manton,
Bill O'Connell, john McGrath. Front: Joseph McGrath, Joseph Hayden, Brian McGrath, Richard Maher, Matthew Flanagan.

Nocher year on the Bord na
Og calendar is coming to an
end and pride of place this year
goes to the Tipperary Under |6
team that successfully retained the
Tipperary Supporters Club All Ire-
land title. At club level after some
excellent competition a total of
eight county titles have been decid-
ed to date. The Under 16'A’is the
only championship still to be com-
pleted.

UNDER 12

As in previous years the three
Under 12 finals were played in
Semple Stadium. Holycross-Ballyc-
ahill won the *A’ championship fol-
lowing a late winning point against
Nenagh Eire Og in a fantastic final.
There was very little between the
teams throughout the game and
when a draw looked on the cards
up stepped Holycross centre back
Kieran O'Dwyer to hit a long range

free between the posts for a dra-
matic winning point. [t was hard
luck on Nenagh Eire Og who also
lost the football decider in some-
what similar circumstances. Moy-
carkey-Borris defeated the holders,
Kildangan in the ‘B’ final. Moycarkey
were never headed in the match
and thanks to two first half goals
they lead by five points at the inter-
val. Despite a Kildangan comeback
in the second half it was not
enough for them to retain their
title. Shannon Rovers got the bet-
ter of Upperchurch-Drombane in
an eight goal thrilling ‘C’ final. This
was Shannon Rovers first ever title
in the grade.

UNDER 14

A hat-trick of goals from Liam
McGrath insured victory for
Loughmore-Castleiney in the ‘A’
final against Toomevara. This was a
great game of hurling between two

well coached teams with Lough-
more making amends for losing to
the same opposition in last years
County Under 12 decider. Mullina-
hone and Templederry Kenyons
served up a thrilling ‘B* final with
the South champions coming out
on top by a three point margin.
Mullinahone’s Cathal Horan was
top scorer with 2-4 in an exciting
game full of good hurling. St
Patricks thanks to a brilliant second
half display defeated Emly to cap-
ture the ‘C' title. The teams were
level at the interval but St. Patricks
dominated the second half
outscoring their opponents by 3-8
to 0-1 and they went on to record
a convincing victory. Loughmore-
Castleiney defeated Nenagh Eire
Og in a keenly contested Feile na
nGael final.

UNDER l6

Templederry Kenyons made

42 |
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amends for losing the County Under |4 B’ final when
they accounted for Holycross-Ballycahill by three
points in a hard fought Under |16 'B' decider in The
Ragg last Sunday. Templederry inspired by an excellent
performance from Brian Stapleton who scored seven
points from play led at the interval by a point and
despite a storming finish by Holycross the title went to
the North Champions. The ‘A" decider has yet to be
played. Knockavilla Kickhams following a semi final win
over Nenagh Eire Og last weekend have qualified for
the final. Durlas Og plays the winners of the South
Division in the other semi final.

COUNTY TEAMS

Tipperary Under 14, Under |15 and Under |6 teams
acquitted themselves with distinction on the weekend
of 25th/26th August. The Under 16% successfully
retained the Tipperary Supporters Club All Ireland
Under 16 title while the Under 14 and |55 were
defeated in their respective finals.

The Under |6s drew with Kilkenny in their opening
match and scored a five point win over Cork in their
second match to set up a semi final meeting with Lim-
erick. This was a very close match and Tipp held on for
a one point victory. The final against Dublin never lived
up to expectations and Tipp gave a tremendous exhi-
bition of hurling and were always in control, They led
by 1-7 to 0-4 at the interval and they outscored Dublin
by 14 points to one in the second half to run out the
most convincing of winners on a score on |-2| to 0-
5. Well done to the players and selectors on a mar-
vellous achievement in retaining the Tipperary Sup-
porters Club All Ireland title.

Tipperary were defeated by Waterford in the final
of the Tony Forristal Under 14 hurling tournament.Tip-
perary had qualified for the final by virtue of winning
their section that included Limerick, Dublin and Cork.
In the preliminary rounds Tipperary defeated Limerick
and Dublin and lost to Cork. Despite losing to Cork
Tiperary qualified for the final on scoring aggregate.
The final was played in Walsh Park. Waterford led at
the interval by 0-6 to 0-2. Waterford dominated the
second half and went on to win by 0-12 to 0-4 to claim
their first ever victory in the tournament after 26
years.

Tipperary for the third year in a row suffered defeat
in the final of the Under 15 Carrigdhoun Tournament.
Tipperary defeated Clare and Waterford, drew with
Limerick and lost to Cork in their group rounds. This
was enough for Tipperary to qualify for the final where
their opponents would be Cork. A depleted Tipperary
teamn that lined out without some key players were no
match for a very strong Cork team in the final. Cork
were always in control and won comprehensively in

i43'—~

the end.

INTER DIVISIONAL COMPETITIONS

North Tipperary retained the Under 16 Garda Cup
title following a ten point win over South Tipperary in
the final. The holders defeated West Tipperary in the
semi final and South Tipperary qualified for the final fol-
lowing victory over Mid Tipperary.

Mid Tipperary won the Peadar Cummins Under 14
hurling tournament hosted by the Borrisoleigh club.
Mid Tipperary had a narrow victory over South Tip-
perary in the semi final while North Tipperary were
convincing winners over West Tipperary in the other
semi final. A great second half display by the Mid team
saw them get the better of the holders in a thrilling
final. South Tipperary beat West Tipperary in the
Shield Final.

CAMPION INSURANCE GROUP

HURLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2007

U/12'A’ - Holycross-Ballycahill 1-7, Nenagh Eire Og 1-6
U/12°B' — Moycarkey-Borris 2-4, Kildangan 2-2

U/2 'C' — Shannon Rovers 4-5, Upperchurch-
Drombane 4-3

U/14'A’ — Loughmore-Casdeiney 4-6, Toomevara 3-2
U/14°'B’ — Mullinahone 2-7, Templederry Kenyons 2-4
U/14°C" — St. Patricks 4-12, Emly 1-5

U/16 'B" — Templederry Kenyons 0-12, Holycross-
Ballycahill 2-3

Feile na nGael — Loughmore-Castleiney 3-10, Nenagh
Eire Og I-7

Liam McGrath (raising Cup); Thomas Maher (left); Darragh
Butler (behind, left) and John Meagher (behind, right).

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council
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t was not a big surprise to see

Drom Inch and Loughmore
Castleiney qualifying for this
year's decider, if you had been
following the form in recent
years. Back in 2004 both clubs
qualified for the Co quarter
finals, where Drom lost to ‘The
Combo' 1-15 to |-14 and
Loughmore lost to Toomevara
1-12 to 0-13.The following year
both clubs again made it to the
last eight. This time Drom
reached the final, where they lost
an all Mid decider by |-17 to 0-
15. Loughmore lost to Thurles
Sarsfields in the Co Semi final by
2-19 to 2-14.1n 2006 Drom lost
the Co Semi final to Nenagh Eire
Og 2-14 to 1-13 having beaten
them at the same stage a year
earlier. Loughmore scored 2-15
and still lost to Toomevara, who
scored 2-18, in the Co quarter
final. So in 2007, for the fourth
year in a row, the two clubs qual-
ified for the last eight and this
time both have made it to the
final. The form’ was there and
the pairing is not the ‘shock’
some people have claimed.

LOW NUMBERS

Prior to this year’s Co final,
supporters had been wondering
when the combined number of
titles, held between the finalists,
was only one. The last time was
in 1967, when Carrick Davins
(1966 champions) beat
Roscrea, who didn't

-

Seamus O’Doherty

win their first title until 1968. It
also happened in 1950, when
Borrislleigh with one title (1949)
beat Carrick Swan. The 1997
decider between Clonoulty
Rossmore (1989 champions)
and Mullinahone is also worthy
of mention, because the previ-
ous Co title win by the West-
erners, was in the name of Clo-
noulty and dated back to 1888!

However, ‘the carry forward'
was even lower in 1987, when
Cappawhite  (winners) and
Loughmore Castleiney came
face to face, without a title
between them. Other blank
years included 1975,
when  Moneygall
(winners in  a §
replay) and Kilru-
ane MacDon-
aghs met in

oughmore-Castleiney
full-forward Michedl
Webster

an all North decider. In the past
sixty years, a ‘no previous title’
scenario also arose in 1947 —
Carrick Swan v Borrislleigh;
1948 — Holycross Ballycahill v
Lorrha; 1949, — Borrisileigh v
Kickhams and 1966 — Carrick
Davins v Lorrha.

BEST TEAM

The unusual scenario which
has arisen this year — an all Mid
Co final which doesn't include
the Divisional champions — has
raised some eyebrows. It is a
regular enough occurrence to
have winner, loser, or both, from
the same division in the final, but
this year’s situation has occurred
previously. The last time was in
1976, when Moneygall beat
Roscrea in the Co Final on

September |2 and Bor-
g rislleigh  (holders)
beat Lorrha in the
Divisional final, on
October 24.

NOT
UNUSUAL

Today is not the first
occasion that three consecu-
tive Co finals have been contest-
ed by two clubs from the same
division. Back in the 1970s there
were four consecutive deciders
contested by teams from the
same division — the North — in
each case. Moneygall beat Kil-
ruane Mac Donaghs in 1975
(replay), Moneygall beat

; Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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Roscrea in 1976, Kilruane Mac
Donaghs beat Borrislleigh in
1977 (replay) and Kilruane Mac-
Donaghs beat Roscrea,in 1978.If
you consider that 1972 pro-
duced four Co semi finalists
from the same division and eight
Co titles went their way, it can
truly be said that the decade
belonged to the North.

LASTTIME....

Draw ... the last Co final draw
was in 2002 when Mullinahone
drew with Thurles Sarsfields 0-
14 each.The replay saw the title
go South for the first time, since
Carrick Davins were victorious,
in 1967.

Out of Thurles ...The last Co
final played at a venue other than
Semple Stadium was the 1983
decider, between Borrisileigh
and Loughmore Castleiney,
which was played in Cashel.

Goalless game . . . the last
decider which failed to produce
a goal was the 2002 drawn final.
In all ten Co Finals have ended in
draws,

All Mid final — Thurles Sars-
fields beat Drom Inch in the
2005 decider.

WINNING
MARGINS

Over the last five Co finals the
winning margins have been
worth noting. Details are: 2002 -
draw and 2 points, 2003 - 3
points; 2004 — 6 points; 2005 —
5 points; 2006 — 4 points; the
‘missing margin’ is one point.
How about today?
FINAL
REPRESENTATION

In the ten years 1997 to 2006
only seven teams have played in

the Co SHC final. They were:
(North) Toomevara and Nenagh
Eire Og, (Mid) Thurles Sarsfields
and Drom Inch, (West) Clonoul-
ty Rossmore and ‘The Combo',
aka Golden Kilfeacle/Eire Og
Annacarty, (South) Mullinahone.

A comparison with the ten
finals prior to that, 1987 to 1996,
shows that ten clubs played on
the big day. They were: North —
Toomevara, Nenagh Eire Og and
Borrislleigh; Mid — Loughmore
Castleiney, Holycross Ballycahill,
Thurles Sarsfields and Boherfa-
han Dualla;West — Cappawhite,
Clonoulty Rossmore and Cashel
KC.

THREE
OCCASIONS
Drom Inch played in the 2005

Co final and they appear again
today. In 2004, Willie Clohessy,
from the same club refereed his
first final, when Toomevara beat
‘The Combo'.

MEN OF
THE MATCH

There are some noteworthy
inclusions on the list, which was
initiated for the 1981 Co final.
Topping the pile is John O'Brien
(Toomevara) with three awards,
followed by his brother Paddy
O'Brien and Noel O'Dwyer
(Borrislleigh), with two awards
each. Pat McGrath (Loughmore
Castleiney) was the 1988 winner,
while the current Drom Inch
coach Raymie Ryan won with
Cashel KC,in 1991.Coincidental-
ly, that was the club’s first Senior
Co Title victory. An omen per-
haps? Nenagh Eire Ogs coach,
Michael Cleary, was selected in
1993 despite being on the losing
team and that feat was equalled
by Michael Doyle (Holycross Bal-
lycahill) 1989 and Seamus Butler
(Drom Inch), in 2005. The match
winner in 1985 was the recently
appointed Tipp coach, Eamonn
O'Shea (Kilruane MacDonaghs).

Seamus Butler (Drom/inch) comes away with the ball against Killenaule at Semple

Stadium.

| .
[ 45 Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
L Tipperary County Council



COUNTY FINAL

Eamonn Corcoran interview

Tipperary Supporters Club Junior Member, Niamh Ryan of
Nenagh Eire Og, won a prize of an interview with stalwart
wing back Eamonn Corcoran.”

TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Niamh Ryan, Nenagh Eire Og:
How do you manage to play so well
year after year?

The most important things are to go to
every training session and to train hard
and look after yourself.

Was it fair that Tipperary had to
play on 6 Sundays in a row this
year?
Every player in Tipperary was
" happy to play for 6 Sundays or
more in a row. Playing is better
than training sessions
for a team.

Eamonn Corcoran
presenting o
Tipperary shirt to
Niamh Ryan,
with her
sister Emma,

Liam Coman
Naomh Jude, Dublin:

Why are you so good at sideline
balls?

It's down to practice. A number of play-
ers like Daragh Egan, Hugh Maloney, Diar-
maid Fitzgerald and myself would go in |5
minutes early to the training session and
practice on sideline cuts only for that time.

Do you think that many of the play-
ers from the Tipperary Minor and
under 16 teams which won All Ire-
lands will make it to the Tipperary
Senior Team?

Yes, I'd be very hopeful that a number of
those players would become good senior
players. Already this year Pa Bourke and
Tom Stapleton have come through and |
would expect others to do the same.
Those teams have some great players such
as Noel McGrath.

Frank Ryan, Cappawhite:
What do you expect from the
new Tipperary Manager, Liam

T Sheedy?

| know Liam well as we work together
for Bank of Ireland Lifetime. Liam is a
very popular choice in Tipperary and |
know how professional a manager he is.
When Eoin Kelly and | carried the hurleys
for the minors in 2006 we were very
impressed with the approach that Liam had
as a manager.

Pr-—e
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What is your favourite hurling
ground?

Semple Stadium has the best atmos-
phere and the best pitch. Even hurlers
from outside Tipperary agree that Semple
Stadium is the best venue.

Paddy Dalton,
Arravale Rovers:

Who do you think will win the
County Senior Hurling Final
between Loughmore-Castleiney and
Drom and Inch?

| played with JK Brackens against both
teams in this year’s championship. | think
it will be a very close game and could be
a draw! Maybe Drom and Inch will
come through in the end by a point or
two.

Do club players get to play
enough matches?

| think that there are probably not
enough games for club players. The club
is the most important part of the GAA.

How often do you train with your
club?

I would train with my club at least
twice a week once the inter-county sea-
son is over. While county training is
going on | would attend the club training
sessions.

Sinéad Coman
Naomh Jude, Dublin:

I play Camogie matches in the
morning. What are the best things
to eat and drink before playing a
match?

| always eat a good breakfast even on
non-match days. Before a game | would
usually eat chicken and pasta. | would not
eat within an hour of a match.

What do you think of the idea of
having an under 19 Championship
instead of a Minor Championship
and an under 21 Championship?

| think that it is a great idea because
there is a big danger of young players being
burned out through playing minor, under
2| and senior, sometimes in both football
and hurling.

Pid you

W Tipperary Supporters Club sponsors
the All Ireland Under 16 Hurling Cham-
pionship, which has been won by Tip-
perary for the past two years.

W You can become a FREE Junior Member
of the Tipperary Supporters Club on
www.tippsupportersclub.com and
win great prizes.

?

]

% One lucky Junior Member will win a
coaching session in their club for their
team given by Liam Sheedy and mem-
bers of the Tipperary Senior Hurling
Team.

W Tipperary Supporters Club invested

more than €10,000 in under age hurl-
ing in Tipperary in 2007."

— 4
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'E)llnny Mahe} - Games Deve%opmentiAdmmlstntot

he Squad Programme is

a key component for
developing players for Tip-
perary  Minor  Hurling
Teams.

The programme has been
running at pace throughout
the year and continues on
Saturday mornings during
October for under-14 and
under-16 grades.

Previously the under-15
age group had a full series of
sessions under the watchful
eyes of Dinny Cahill and
Conor Stakelum. These ses-
sions took place during July
and August with the co-
operation of Lar Devane
and the under-15 selection
committee. The players
were put through an inten-
sive series of skill develop-
ment and matches in prepa-
ration for their Tournament
in Cork in August where
they reached the final.

Thanks to all concerned.

The under-17 panel also
had a full series of sessions
during the year with Kevin
Shelly co-ordinating. The
panel had a full fitness
assessment done in Univer-
sity of Limerick Sports
Complex where they were
also given a talk on diet and
nutrition. A full report is
ready and the players will
shortly receive their results.

They played practice games
and took part in an under-17

tournament organised by
Kilkenny County Board to
whom we say thanks for the
invitation, This Tournament
could prove very beneficial
to this age group in the
future,

The under-17 squad now
await the County Minor
selection process to take
place and we wish all players
the best of luck.

The under-14 squad con-
tinue on Saturday mornings
in Dr Morris Park with Len
Gaynor in charge. Former
players and coaches take
the group through a full pro-
gramme of skills and match-
es. Along with Len, Ger
McGuire, Brendan Cum-
mins, Stephen Murphy and
Connie Maher will assist
with coaching.

Also on Saturday morn-
ings we have the under-16
squad in action with Kevin
Shelly looking after them.To
date, Ken Hogan and
Tommy Dunne have taken
the sessions with Liam
Sheedy and Colm Bonner to
complete the programme
over the next couple of
weeks.

Club coaches are invited
to attend these sessions and
see our best coaches in
action. All sessions com-
mence at 10.30am.

As a finale all players will
be invited to a forum at a

date to be confirmed before
Christmas, where guest
speakers will talk to and
inspire our elite players to
fulfil their true potential.

The talks will cover all
aspects of player prepara-
tion from skill through phys-
ical and mental fitness to
diet, nutrition, rest and
recovery.

The success of the last
two years at under-16 and
minor level has given the
County a great lift and
things look bright for the
future. However, we should
not rest on our laurels but
strive for continued
improvement at these vital
age groups. The Develop-
ment Squad programme
needs to be implemented
and improved upon in the
years ahead. This with the
continued work at divisional
and club level should ensure
the continuation of that suc-
cess.

Finally, a word of thanks
to all who supported and
assisted in the smooth run-
ning of the Squad Pro-
gramme, especially County
Senior and Juvenile Boards,
team mentors and a special
word of thanks to the ex-
players and coaches for
their commitment and
expertise.
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Manufactures of temperature
controlled ice baths

B automatically chills the water,

ice cubes eliminated.
B Used by professional teams in
Ireland & the UK.
Chlorine & water filter
ensures hygiene.
Temperature fully adjustable.

Fits 4/5 players at a time.
Internal air jets.
Affordable

Best of luck in the Gounty Final
to Loughmore/Castleiney

from

Nolan's Bag

Castieiney
(0504) 31058
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Carrick Davins Made
History in 1966-67

’n lkeeping with tradition of recent years, today’s County Senior Hurling Final day will include
atribute to a team of the past.The Carrick Davins team which won the 1966 and 1967 County
Senior Hurling finals will be honoured this afternoon. The team met in the Thurles Greyhound
Stadium before the match and will be introduced in the crowd after the presentation of the
Sean Treacy Cup to the winning minor captain. After the matches today, the Carrick Davins
Panel will travel to Young’s of the Ragg for dinner and a night of reminiscing about the
achievements of the mid-1960s. | am sure you will give the team your full support today. The
entire event is being sponsored jointly by the Tipperary Star and Young’s of the Ragg.

urling in the town of Car-

tick was dominated by
the Swan during the thirties,
forties.and fifties during which
they won thirteen divisional
titles and capped a great era
with a county victory in 1947.
Davins were the poor rela-
tions who, although founded in
1922, had only a junior hurling
titleowon in 1931 to shout
about.

HistBry was to change dra-
matlcall}r for the club in the
sixties and the seventies dur-
ing which time they were to
‘Win elevén senior divisional
titles. Although Marlfield and
Killenaule were to dominate
the learly! sixties, sharing the
first five senior titles between
them, Davins were to hit the
Scene with a vengeance in
1965.

'Davinsifirst came to notice
lnthe ‘quarter-final at Cashel in
1965, when they defeated a
good Lorrha side. They con-

firmedytheir credentials when

surprising Moycarkey-Borris
by 2-11 to 1-6 in the semi-final
played at Clonmel. Hasty
shooting, born of inexperi-
ence, prevented them from
defeating Sarsfields in the final
on November 14, also played
at Clonmel.The game ended in
a draw, Davins 3-4 Sarsfields 2-
7.The replay at Cashel, before
12,000 spectators on the fol-
lowing Sunday, was a subdued
affair, Davins kept in touch in
the first half mainly through
the free-taking of Mick Roche,
but were behind by 1-6 to 0-5
at the interval. It was all
Thurles in the second-half and
they went on to win comfort-
ably by 3-10 to 0-7 to the
great  disappointment  of
Davins.

A team has to lose one to
win one, as the saying goes,
and so it was in the case of
Davins, who returned with a
bang in 1966. For the first time
there were four quarter-finals
and Davins made no mistake in

defeating Moyne-Templetuohy
by 2-14 to 4-| in the quarter-
final at Cashel on September
I 1. In the semi-final at Thurles
on October 2, Davins
equalised with the last puck of
the game to draw with
Toomevara on a scoreline of
2-13 to 3-10. They made no
mistake in the replay at
Thurles on October 16,
winning by 5-6 to |-7.The final
was postponed until Novem-
ber 6, because of a Lorrha
objection to Holycross in the
other semi-final. In a poor
game Davins won convincingly,
defeating Lorrha by 2-12 ro |-
3 to take their first county
senior title.

They continued their suc-
cess in the Munster club cham-
pionship, then a new innova-
tion. Played the following year,
they defeated Ballyduff by 6-13
to 4-3 on March |9, Patrick-
swell by 2-9 to 2-8 on April 4,
and Ballygunner by 2-17 to |-
Il at Clonmel on August 20.

L 5()
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They were the first Tipper-
ary club side to win a

Munster title. The team
was: |. O'Neill, N. Walsh, B.
Kenny, T. Arrigan, T. Waters,
F. Arrigan, S. Kenny, P. J.
Ryan, M. Roche, C. Broder-
ick, J. Ryan, . Walsh, M.
Ryan, J. Roche, T. Ryan.
Davins continued their
success in the Tipperary
championship of 1967.
They had an easy victory
over Arravale Rovers, 7-7
to 2-4, in the quarter-final
at Clonmel on September
17. They trounced the
West champions, Eire Og,
by 5-15 to 0-2,in the semi-

Co. Tipperary Senlor Harling
FINAI l

J Sun, Oct 28th

Roscrea

Thurles
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Carrick-on-Suir

Clowmel Commercishe o,

Arrarale Ravan
ATl g el M MrEIg

PRICE - 64.

final at Thurles on Octo-
ber 15.They beat Roscrea

some respectabiligy

In the Munster club
championship | Davins
made a bold bid'to retain
the title they won.the
previous year In the
opening round _they
defeated Ardfert by 2-17
to |-8. They followed up
with a victory over
Castlegar by 5-13 to 4-7
in the semi-final at Limer-
ick on September B8,
1968. However, they lost
the final at the same
venue by 3-9 @ 27 to
Newmarket-on-Fergus
on October 8. :

Davins failed to make it
to the 1968 Seuth final,
which was contested by

in the final at Thurles on
October 29 by 2-10 to 2-7.
Roscrea had the advantage of
the wind in the first half but
failed to secure the kind of
lead they needed. Davins dom-

inated the second half and
seemed on their way to an
easy success when a Roscrea
flurry brought two goals,
which gave the scoreboard

Ballybacon-Gringe and
Marlfield. They lost to Ballyba-
con by a last-minuteypoint
from former Davin 'man,
Tommy 'Senator’ Murphy in
the semi-final.

1967 Roscrea v Carrick-on=Suir

CARRICK-ON-SUIR TEAM

ROSCREA TEAM

Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann -
Tipperary County Council
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Carrick Davins
= County Senior Hurling Champions - 1966-67

Coumymd Munster Club Champions 1967. Back row, left to right: Seamus Kenny, Jackie Wa!sh Tom Arrigan, Jim Roche,
Paddy Arrigan, Jimmy Ryan, Con Broderick, John O'Neill. Front row, left to right: Michael Ryan, P. |. Ryan, Brian Kenny,
Tommy Ryan, Noel Waish, Mick Roche, Tommy Waters.

GOALREEPERS

|) Teddy Ryan: a stalwart of
many.years who represented
the country at Intermediate
level, Teddy was never found
wanting.

2) Billy, Mackey: A lifelong
clubman ready to step into the
breach at a moments notice
and 'tuday manages the clubs

finances as treasurer.

3) John O'Neill: john's career
between the sticks spanned
quarter of a century to 1989.
John played Minor /U/21 for the
county and has filled many roles
on committees over the years.

DEFENDERS

“4) Richie Walsh: Captain
whenbig break-through was
made in 1966 and for the sub-
sequent:Munster club success.

Richie played every position
from 1-15 over the years - a
true all-rounder. Sadly he is no
longer with us. Richie is repre-
sented today by brother Sean,

5) Noel Walsh: no nonsense
corner back whose style saw
many of the country's top for-
wards fail to score. Noel holds
I'l Divisional, 2 County & Mun-
ster Club medals.

6) Brian Kenny: His displays
for the red & whites saw Brian
progress to wearing the Blue &
Gold at Intermediate & Senior
level for a number of years.

7) Tom Arrigan: Tom was
often the unsung hero of the
team. His ability to man-mark
opposing stars was second to
none.

8) Stevie Cleary: a lifelong
clubman who was still appear-

I s

ing anywhere in the backline
into his forties. Stevie played
Junior intercounty into his
fifties and would be first on any
teamsheet come the after the
match sing-song.

9) John Walsh: From a family
steeped in the history of the
club, John was a stylish and
effective defender.

10) Tommy Waters: A won-
derful exponent of the dying
art of ground hurling. Tommy
was at ease playing for club or
county and his style would
make him a star in any era.
I1) Paddy Arrigan: Paddy's
C.V. over the years bears com-
parison with anyone of the 60s.
He: holds several Munster
medals but was unlucky in the
big one. Paddy is still an inte-
gral member of the club at
committee level.

1 Szvlv
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12) Seamus Kenny: Winner
of an Intermediate. All Ireland
as a forward, Seamus found his
niche for Davins at wing back
and became one of the best
Brother of Brian, their father
was legendary county selector
Paddy Kenny.

13) Richie Ryan: Another
who played during the bleak
years, Richie's loyalty and dedi-
cation, allied to his natural abil-
ity, reaped tangible rewards in
the 60s. Richie is a brother of
Teddy.

14) John O'Toole: One of
the younger members who
carried the mantle into the
next decade. John was sound-
ness personified.

MIDFIELDERS

15) PJ. Ryan: Headlined by
one of the game's top journal-
ists a "Sports Gentleman" PJ.'s
quiet demeanor belied a steely
determination allied to an
acute hurling brain which made
him the nemesis of club and
county mid-fielders country-
wide. His honours are too
numerous to catalogue but
Senior All-Ireland winner, Cap-
tain of Munster to Railway Cup
and Tipp to National League &
U721 All-lreland success war-
rants mention.

16) Michael Roche; What's
to say that hasn't already been
said or written. Mick is accept-
ed as being one of the greats by
friend and foe as evidenced by
his inclusion in the Tipp Team of
the Century. Mick's more mun-
dane honours include Senior
All-Irelands, U/21 All-Ireland,

Munster, National League,
Oireachtas and Railway Cup
honours and while Tipp captain
lifted the Munster Cup and
Railway Cup. Whether in
defence, midfield or attack, a
true icon of the game.

FORWARDS

17) Jackie Walsh: Another
whose versatility was a bonus
to selectors over many years,
Jackie made his name as a for-
ward, winning All-Ireland U/21
in '67 with PJ. Ryan, he is fond-
ly remembered by supporters
as a classy, stylish centre back
whose contribution to his club
cannot be overstated.

18) Jimmy Ryan: Mr. Defend-
able, from 2 to 15, the num-
ber'on the jersey never both-
ered him, 100% was the least
Jimmy gave for club or county
and his reward was All-Ireland
U-21 Munster and National
League honours. |immy has
served as selector from U/10
to Seniors over the years and
still lives and breathes hurling
and the Davins.

19) Michael Hassett: A
product of famed St. Augustine
College, Michael was small of
stature but big of heart. His
skill as a poacher of vital goals
saw the team out of many a
tight spot.

20) Con Broderick: The man
from Drom who many consid-
er to be the final piece of the
jigsaw, when work commit-
ments brought him to Carrick
and the Davins. Scored |-7
from play in a county Semi
Final to keep the dream alive in

1966.Won u/21 and Intermedi-
ate honours with the county.
Still remembered and revered
despite his sad demise at a
young age. He is represented
by brother Austin today.

21) Tom 'Senator'; Murphy:
a stalwart over many years. He
also wore he county jersey at
more than one grade and also
played his part as a county
selector with successful Tip=
perary teams. Senator still has
as astute a hurling brain as
when he graced the hurling
fields.

22) Jimmy Roche: Another
of the old brigade who took
whatever jersey was given to
him and put heart and soul
into every second on the pitch.
Jimmy's contributed to the
cause by his displays against
some of the best over a num-
ber of years. His motto was
and still is "The bigger they
come the harder they fall"

23) Noel Grace: Epitomised

the style of hurling the Davins
strove to play, with his range of
skills, pure athleticism “and
speed.

24) Nick Butler; Came
through the ranks from juve-
nile up and was a valued mem-
ber of the squad until hisifirst
love led him to pastures new.
He sampled further glory by
winning a national boxing title.
and had the ultimate honour of
wearing the green singlet of
Ireland at International level.
Boxing's gain was the Davins
loss. Still a proud clubman.

25) Tom Russell: His love of
hurling and the club can be

{ 53
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seen in his determination to
finish his career with the
Davins, having assisted his
adopted club Portlaw to cham-
plonship success and even
wearing the Blue and White of
the Deise. A natural hurler and
stylist Tom was another whose
skills were a loss for many
years, and although unable to
be present because of illness
he is represented by his broth-
er Eddie.

26) Michael Ryan: The
youngest of the quartet of the
Ryan Brothers. The versatility
shown by Michael at a young
age was to manifest itself in the
years to come. Recognition by

the minor and U/2| county
selectors saw Michael become
an ever-present on county
teams over the years. His con-
tribution to the good years
was immense,

27) Tony Blackmore: Again a
talent lost to migration as Tony
was faced by logistics to ply his
trade further afield. His contri-
bution in the early years
though 'was invaluable and his
interest in the welfare of the
club 'has never waned.

28) Tommy Ryan: Last, but
definitely not least a man
whose ball skills and stick work
would rival any in the game
today or at any time in he

ﬂ

Tipp FM goes Radio GAA every
Saturday from Spm-6pm

football, hurling, camogie, ladies
foothall and everything GAA.
Paddy will preview the big games
across the county and on the inter-

county scene, as well as fixtures,
live updates and results

The GAA Preview with Paddy
Finucane, Tipp FM's Premier GAA
Programme this Saturday from Spm
- 6pm.

If have any ideas or suggestions for

producer lan O' Connor on 052
26222 or 067 44455 or you can

e-mail lan to : isn@tippfm.com

Join Paddy Finucane for the latest in

the show you can contact the shows

Final

intervening years. Tommy led
the quartet of Ryan Bros in
seniority and as the role model,
Jimmy, P). and Michael all surely
learned their trade from
Tommy, a true magician with
the ‘caman in a lamh'.

Selectors on 1966-67 teams:
Michael Lonergan

Sean Organ

Eddie Reilly (R.L.P)
Thomas Foran (R.L.P)
Willie Weston (R.L.P)
Eddie 'Knox' Lyons (R.L.P)
Wattie Walsh (R.L.F)

Sc01e

Tune into "Final Score" on

tipp/

following the 9:00pm news

every Sunday night as

Tipperary County Board PRO
Ed Donnelly

gives a run-down on all the

clubs matches of the day across

the premier county.

Alternatively, visit the Tipperary GAA website
www.tipperory.goo.ie ond click on club results.
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COUNTY

1966

South final
I4th August at Kilsheelan

Carrick Davins 7-11 Slievenamon 4-3

Co. quarter final
I Ith September at Cashel

Carrick Davins 2-14 Moyne Templetuohy 4-|

Co. semi final

2nd October at Thurles

Carrick Davins 2-13 Toomevara 3-10 (draw)
16th October at Thurles Carrick Davins 5-6
Toomevara |-7 (replay).

Co.final
6th November at Thurles Carrick Davins 2-12
Lorrha 1-3.

1967

Munster club c/ship
19th March at Tralee

Carrick Davins 6-13 Ballyduff (Kerry) 4-3

I6th April at Limerick
Carrick Davins 2-9 Patrickswell 2-8

(Limerick)

RAGG

Ban B Loumdt

-

&

i

Pictured at the Ragg Pub in the Ragg recently were (I to r); Seamus |. King, chairman of the organising committee;
Donal Young, The Ragg (sponsor); Pat Carey, Tipperary Star (sponsor) and John Costigan, Chairman Co Board.

TIPPERARY SENIOR HURLING

CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
20th August at Clonmel

Carrick Davins 2-17 Ballygunner 1-11 (finaf)

South final
I3th August at Clonmel

Carrick Davins 3-16 Slievenamon 3-7

Co.quarter final
|7th September at Clonmel
Carrick Davins 7-7 Arravale Rovers2-4

Co.semi final
|5th October at Thurles

Carrick Davins 5-15 Eire Og (West) 0-2

Co. final
29th October at Thurles
Carrick Davins 2-10

Munster club c/ship
| Ith August at Carrick on Suir
Carrick Davins 2-17 Ardfert (Kerry) -8

Roscrea 2-7

8th September at Limerick

Carrick Davins 5-13 Castlegar (Galway) 4-7

6th October at Limerick Newmarket on Fergus
(Clare) 3-9 Carrick Davins 2-7 (final)

— Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council
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Remembering Paddy Troy

ounty Hurling Final day,

here at Semple Stadium,
is always a special day in our
G.A.A. calendar, but this year
it is tinged with sadness due
to the passing of Paddy Troy
R.L.P. It was mid August when
the sad news spread that
Paddy, one of our most loyal
and dedicated officials in the
Stadium had died.

Paddy was a proud native
of Moyne Templetuohy and
lined out with them in both
hurling and football in his
earlier years. In later times
and when resident in
Thurles, he joined the local
Sarsfields Club, becoming an
officer of that club in the sev-
enties. This was a time when
the 'Blues were developing
their Social Centre and
Paddy Troy’s expertise was
put to great use in success-
fully promoting and complet-
ing this project.

For many years, Paddy Troy

Paddy Tray

has been involved in the run-
ning of games here at Semple
Stadium. He took great pride
in this stadium and was
always on hand to ensure the
smooth running of the
games. The V.LP. area in the
centre of Ardan O Riain was
Paddy's regular haunt, where
he greeted visitors and
guests to the Stadium. His

courtesy, welcoming smile

and efficient placid
demeanour will be long
remembered,

Combhaltas Ceoltéiri Eire-
ann was another great pas-
sion of Paddy's. Both he and
his wife Nora formed the
cornerstone of that organi-
sation in Tipperary for many
years. His contribution to
the promotion, organisation
and success of Comhaltas
was acknowledged, being, at
the time of his death, Presi-
dent of the Munster Council
of C.C.E.

Paddy was a great Gael,
supporting and promoting all
facets of our culture. He is
sadly missed. We extend our
sympathy to his wife Nora
and to his daughters -
Mairéad and Aideen.

Ta laoch caillte againn ach
mairfidh a chuimhne.

. Leaba i measc na Naomh
doé.

Familiar faces at Semple Stadium

and Jimmy Purcell

Pictured left is fim Max.Also pictured above from left to right- Philly Butler, Donal Bergin

Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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Ar chuala ti a leithéid de
chiineadh is de chlamhsan
faoi na féirne idir ndisiinta le
gairid? An é seo an sort tacaiochta
a bheimid ag suil leis amach
anseo! Pé faoi fhéirne gairmilla
faoi ghéar iniichadh na méan
cumarsaide ni bheidh aon bhuairt
faoi thacaiocht millteanach na
bpardisti atd san iomaiocht linn
inniu. Seo féirne a shiolraigh as an
ithir inar riaradh iad is td chuile
dhuine sa dd phardiste bred
bhéduiil as Drom Inse agus Luach
Magh Caisledn Aoibhne is iad ag
sitil amach ar an bhféd cliiteach i
gcluiche cheannais an chontae.

Is iomai cor agus casadh sa
scéal ag an mbeirt acu, ach ar
shlite éagsula is mar a chéile iad.
Ceanntracha beaga tuaithe ag
maireachtdil le hais a chéile le
daonra beag ach mianach agus
téagar iontu beirt ata beagnach do

Dilis
chloite. Traidisitin iomanaiochta a
thosnaionn sa chliabhan agus a
leanann i scoileanna naisidnta an
pharodiste agus sna meanscoilean-
na ina dhiaidh sinn. Teaghlaigh a
bhfuil an tiomdnaiocht go smior
iontu ar an dé fhoireann maraon
leis an taithi cuidithe a eascraionn
i gnath saol na tuaithe 6 la go
chéile. Tosai n6 dhé ar an da
thaobh gur féidir leo greim a
bhreith ar chluiche in am an gha-
tair agus an scéal a chasadh ina
chior thuathail i bpreabadh na sul.
Ach seachas aon rud éile taid
macdnta, Glacann siad ciram a
ngé féin 6 cheann ceann na
pairce, nil 6 éinne éalé agus an
gnd a fhagiil faoi bhall féirne eile.
Ina theannta san t4 taithi acu péirc
an chatha a fhagdil faoi ghruaim
tar éis a seacht ndicheall a
dhéanamh ach an bdire sciobtha
ag laochra eile. Ciipla bliain & shin

d,éalaigh Dan Breen 6 fhoireann
6g na Droma, caithfidh go geuir-
fidh sin leis an neart agus an mis-
neach iontu inniu. Is fada anois 6
d'ardaigh Luach Magh an corn
céanna ach idir 6g agus aosta ar
an bhfoireann inniu bhféidir go
bhfuil an cothromaiocht ceart
aimsithe acu faoi dheireadh.

Ag gabhail thar pdirceanna
imeartha. Buaile Dhuibh agus
Caisléan Aoibhne trathnontai
samhraidh, leathnaionn torann an
chatha, na gair mholta agus an
gdire thar na pairceanna. | méinéir
agus i sciobail pléitear go mion
eachtrai iomanaiochta na bliana
fos. Tathar ag sdil i ngach uile clés
feirme go mbeidh leo i mbliana.
Muna mbionn, ni chloisfidh td
mérdn faoi. Tdid dilis. Nil ann ach
filleadh abhaile agus tosnu athuair.
Bhféidir go geaillfear cluiche ach ni
chaillfear meas riamh.

FUN DO LEARNING RESOURCE PACK
FOR HURLING AND FOOTBALL

is state of the art resource for schools,
clubs and coaches was launched by Bertie
Ahern in Croke Park on Monday, October |.

The GAA, in association with the Irish Sports
Council,are very excited about this latest devel-
opment to promote and develop Gaelic Games.

No expense has been spared in producing
this pack using the latest in Hi-Tech and LT.
Everything that the coach or player needs to
develop his game is found in this colourful well
produced resource.

Contained in the pack are fully illustrated
coaching classes from under-8 to under-12 in
journal form in both Hurling and Football. Also
covered are Wall Ball, sample Coaching Ses-
sions, Skill Challenges and U-Can Awards.

A “Go Games” Booklet explains the concept
of total participation and enjoyment in these
modified games while a Coaches Resource

Booklet will give the coach vital information on
all aspects of coaching from “The Child Player”
to “Skill Development™ to “Being a Coach” and
planning a session.

To top it all off, there are two CD Roms and
two DVD for the more IT conscious.

Tipperary Coaching and Games Develop-
ment will sponsor one pack for each Primary
School in the County, while Munster Coaching
and Games will provide one for each club. Fur-
ther packs are available from Dinny Maher on
086-3551830 or email denis.maher@
games.gaa.ie for €50 per pack while limited
stocks last, thereafter each pack will be €100
for each code.

There will be a*Launch” in each division over
the next couple of weeks, look out on Tipp
GAA Scene for details

58 Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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TILES TIMBER
ceramic Solid
Porcelain Semi-Solid
Marble Laminated
e Adhesives e Domestic
e Accessories e Commercial

Opening Hours
Mon-Sat: 10am-6pm
or late by appointment

Patrick Street, Templemore
0504 56678 & 086 082 9668
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An Amazing Shopping Experience

« 70,000 SQ FT, . "
« Leading Brands, -t kg
« Coffee Shop <3 g5
« Award winning Garden Centre - :

Everything for your
Home Including Ideas

Furniture Department

. !
Homewares Department t Bathroom Department

Opening Hours Q‘
Mon-Wed 9am — 6pm £Z Living Stakelums

Thurs Friday 9am — 8pm herier El&zs Stakelums
Saturday 9am — 6pm Homevalue

Sunday 12pm — 6pm Phone: 0504 29890 | Phone: 0504 29880 Phone: 0504 29850
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