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'Fbii!e roimh go léir go Staid Semple inniu, 19 suil agom go mbaintidh sibh
sull agus taitneamh as an |4 agus go mbeid cluichi sportiil againn.

Today, sees the lost senior hurling finol of the century here in Semple
Stadium os Nenogh Eire Og and Toomevara strive fo put their name on the
Dan Breen (up. Toomevara have been o force in hurling since they won their
fiest fitle in 1890. The early part of the century sow Wedger Meaghers Grey-
hounds claim the fitle in 1910 fo ‘14 inclusive, they won ogainin 1919, ‘20,
23, '30 and ‘31, After thot, they had quief years until the Dan Breen Cup
went north in 1960 ond '61, onother bleak spell unil the modern “Toome”
appeared. They have been very much to the fore in recent yeors. It is hord
1o believe that Nenagh fire Og ore only seeking their second fitle ot senior
level. They daimed their firs fitle in 1995 — Nenagh de Wetts won the cham-
pionship in 1902.

This year, the sides have olready met in the North Tipperary Final, when
“Toome" won. The Nenagh men will be all out fo reverse that result. Nenagh
are convinced thot their form on North Final day wos one of those inexplica-
ble things which just happened. They are glod to have the opportunity fo
have onother crack ot their neighbours and rivals. Toomevara have shown an
improvement os the championship progressed. It is hard to predict o winner!

The young hurlers of Knockavillo-Kickhams and Thurles Sarsfields have
the honour of opening proceedings here today. Knockavilla are seeking their
first title but hove made o few oppearances previously. They ore one of the
stronger dual dubs. An excellent juvenile dub strudure is poying dividends.
Sarstields are bidding for their seventh fitle. Once the kingpins of Tipperary
hurling, they have been making headway in recent fimes.

Congratulations fo the Tipperary Stor Millennium team. Members or their

|-&alze

representafives slep on fo e tamous sod of Semple Stadiom before the
senior game, | ask you o give them o worthy welcome. We are pleased fo
welcome them here os honoured quests with their fomily members. Indeed,
I pay tribuste to ol those who wore the Blue and Gold of Tipperary over the
century. Only fifteen could make the Millennium Team, thot does not reduce
the worth of the many others who represented the county. Our thanks fo the
Tipperary Star for this inifiative.

Hibernian Insurance have sponsored the clock, which you see here in
Semple Stadium today for the first fime. This is  state of the orf dock. It has
the inbuilt mechanism to acfivate o *buzzer”, fo slop when the referee
indicates that o stoppoge is required etc. Hibernian Insuronce ore o be
congrotulated on their generous contribufion.

I take this opportunity to thank ofl the clubs who parficipated in the
chompionship. Thanks fo all the referees ond their officiok, the groundsmen
and other officiats who worked to ensure the smooth running of the champi-
onship. Bobby Mockler ond Jimmy Purcell deserve o speciol mention for the
condition and oppearance of the field here. Is there o more pleasing sight of
any other venue in the country?

John Quirke has sponsored the “Man of the Match” owards for @ number
of years now, our thanks for his generous sponsorship of these awards. Final-
Iy, o speciol word of appreciation to you the spectators who remain loyal fo
our nafional games of club ond county level.

I hope that you enjoy the day and that we have sporfing, skilful ond
excfing finas.

~Pél O Neil
(Cathooirleach Coise Chontae Thiobraid Arann)

=
=

Clar an Lae

Tipperary County Minor Hurling Final:

Knockavilla-Donaskeigh Kickhams . Thurles Sarsfields

Reiteoir: Tommy Lonergan (Kilsheelan).

Tipperary County Senior Hurling Final:

Reiteoir: Johnny McDonnell (Roscrea),
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Random

houghts

ounty Final day, with three Divisions repre-
sented, which should attract a good crowd.
Interesting, but country teams usually attract
a bigger following than town teams. | wonder why?
Does it signify something amiss or a difference in
culture between urban and rural? The sense of
parish is definitely stronger in rural areas. The
G.AA. is firmly rooted in most rural parishes.
Everyone knows everyone else. It is somewhat dif-
ferent in urban areas. With many new housing
developments in towns, both partners working with
very busy lives, many people haven't time to get
involved in the G.A.A. or anything else for that mat-
ter. Time out is precious, there is more choice in
urban areas and many people choose to take an
easier option than getting involved in the G.A.A.
Sometimes, those already involved in the G.A.A.
forget to ask these people to become involved.
One of the items on the agenda from the “Com-
mittee for increased participation of women in the
G.A.A.” is to hold a Recruitment Drive in various
counties, Tipperary, Carlow, Mayo and Donegal
being the most likely pilot counties. These will be
open to both women and men who are interested in
getting into the G.A.A. in any area, administration,
refereeing, cultural, youth, coaching etc. We will
focus on encouraging new people into the G.A.A.
Naturally, training programmes will have to follow.
However, the biggest issue is the integration of
those people into clubs in a meaningful role. Other-
wise they will just fade out and lose interest. It is
hoped to have a firm schedule by early November.
We will work in conjunction with the Development
Officer in each county. It is great to see the Tipper-
ary women who won the inaugural ladies’ football
All-Ireland in 1974 being honoured in Croke Park
last Sunday. They and the defeated finalists, Offaly,
were introduced in Croke Park and later entertained
at a dinner in Jury’s hotel. The sponsorship of the
ladies” football championship by the Bank of Ire-
land has been a real success. The game is market-
ed better, more live TV and better media coverage

" Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council

generally. There is still a way to go for women's
Gaelic games in terms of media coverage and spon-
sorship. Old attitudes die hard!! | couldn’t help
noticing how many Corporate boxes were empty
on Sunday last, when the ladies’ All-Ireland senior
and junior Finals were held. CIE, National Lottery,
First Active, RTE, Guinness, AIB being among them.
Do women use CIE? Do women buy Lottery tickets?
Do women take out insurance policies and mort-
gages! Do women pay TV licences? Do women
drink Guinness? Do women do business with AIB?
I'd say that the answer is an overwhelming yes in all
cases, Come on gentlemen at the top of such com-
panies, cop on, this is the end of the twentieth cen-
tury. Women are contributing so much to all
aspects of life, they are not ten steps behind you
(most likely ten steps ahead!) They are your equals
and should be accepted as such. I'll be keeping an
eye out to monitor your progress!

There was a scarcity of politicians also. Now |
can do without them, but they are highly visible on
hurling and football days. Where are they on camo-
gie and ladies’ football All-Ireland days. It was good
to see An Taoiseach there. Then, you're likely to
meet him at a junior hurling club game in Parnell
Park, he is a real follower. The same applies to our
President, a life long G.A.A. enthusiast.

What about today? Knockavilla will bring big
support and probably claim the neutral vote, they
will be full of confidence after their victory over
Roscrea. Sarsfields who were very impressive in
their games against Drom and Killenaule will prob-
ably start as favourites. | find it hard to call it in the
senior game. Toomevara will need to tighten up the
last line of defence. Knowing Toome they will have
their homework done. They have a number of
players capable of taking scores. A dry fast ball will
suit the lighter players, like Michael Bevins, Paddy
O'Brien, Brendan Dunne and Eoin Brislane, while
All-Star Thomas Dunne is the ace in the pack.
Nenagh rely greatly on former All-Star, Michael
Cleary, who continues to show superb skill, also on
the Tucker brothers Eddie and Kevin. They have an
abundance of experience and a point to prove after
the defeat in the North Final. It should be a fine
game. I'm sitting on the fence!

| am honoured to introduce the Tipperary Star
Millenium hurling team. Great hurlers all, legends
of the ancient game, it is a wonderful honour for
them, their families and clubs. Congratulations to
all those chosen and to the Tipperary Star for setting
up the election of this team. The team was chosen
by the readers of the Tipperary Star.

I look forward to a great day here in Semple Sta-
dium, wonderful sporting, hurling, enjoy the day.




dipperarp Star

By Noel Dundon (Tipperary Star)

slep info unknown territory, How would people react? Would there be o good response? Would
we gel o frue reflection of the finest Tipperary team? The result of our toils, after almost three
months of colculofing votes, has surpassed even our wildest dreams.

Hundreds upon hundreds of votes poured info our offices in Friar Streef, Thurles over the lost three
months and we have been thrilled with the reaction of the general public to our request which was sim-
ply to name you Tipperary Star Hurling Team of the Millennium. Every member of staff was inundated
with requests — Tell us the team — Give us o dub — Who'll get centre back? The list of questions go on
and on, and no doubt the debates on the teom will continue long after foday’s events have passed.

There are os many opinions as there are people fo express them and we in The Tipperary Star have
seen hundreds of different opinions pouring through our letter box in the lost while. What you see today
opposite you is the colledtive opinions of our readers, those who sent in their teams, changed their minds,
sent in other teams, and then reverted back again to their original sides. The inner turmoil of many was
reflected in the changes and many players were drafted in while others were confined to the subs bench,

Noming the best ever Tipperary 15 is an impossible task but with the help of our readers we have
compiled the Tipperary Star Milleanium Hurling Team. Few would orgue with the line-up but it is only
fair 1o say that many other stors came very close to being on the first 15 os well. Pat Stokelum and
Michael Maher both from the Holycross/Ballycahill club came very very dose and had great battles with
Tony Wall (Sarsfields) and Tony Brennan (Clonoulty/Rossmore) respectively for the centre back and full
back posifions. Donie Nealon (Burgess) got as many votes as anyone else but he got them in vorying
positions which didn't help. The same can be said of John Maher (Sarsfields) and Len Gaynor (Kilru-
ane/McDanagh's). Michoel Babs Keating (Ballybacon Grange) and Sean Kenny (Borrisoleigh) suffered
100 in this department as did Phil Cahill (Holycross/Ballycohill) and Pat Fox (Eire Og Anacarthy). The list
goes on ond on.

Interestingly many of the voters come from older generations and that perhaps reflects such a high
vote for the players of the 50's and 60's. This was o most successful period for The Premier County and
that probably explains th high percentage of players on our feam.

On this occasion we would like to pay tribute to all these players who have worn the Tipperary jer-
sey with pride down through the years. You have made all hurling followers lives more special by the
manner in which you disployed your talents and many have been fouched by your exploits on the field
of play. Young people have looked up to you, older people have spoken for many hours about you. Now
at this fime, the dose of the millennium, we all remember you.

Hurling moves into the third millennium in it's strongest ever state. It is rivalled but unequalled os o
field gome ond all you who have worn the blue and gold jersey can take o bow. You have been fine rep-
resentafives of The Premier County and you are not forgotten.

Today as the best 15 players chosen by you walk onto Semple Stodium o pitch they graced in their
prime, | know that you will ift the roof for them. They deserve your appreciation and Tipperary folk will
not be found wanting.

A special word of thanks to The Tipperary County GAA Board, especially Liz Howard for all her help
with this project and also to Bowe Travel who sponsored the prize which was won by Sinead Egan of Inch
House, Thurles.

And fo all you who sent in those entries, well done. | know you will count the number of players you
had and see where you went wrong. Well done, on being o true follower of the game and on taking the
fime fo select your very own Tipperary Stor Millennium Hurling Team.

We plan to have speciol commemorative posters of this team available in the not too distant future.
They would surely make fine centrepieces in pubs and clubs and homes throughout Tipp.
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Whn we in The Tipperary Stor decided to honour the Tipperary hurlers of the millennium we took
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Millennium Hurling Team
(1)

TONY REDDAN
(Lorrha)

Ee 13
MICKEY BYRNE TONY BRENNAN JOHN DOYLE
(Sarsfields) (Clonoulty/Rossmore)  (Holycross/Ballycahill)

VT
JIMMY FINN TONY WALL TOMMY DOYLE
(Borrisoleigh) (Sarsfields) (Sarsfields)
MICHAEL ROCHE THEO ENGLISH
(Carrick Davins) (Marifield)
e an-
JIMMY DOYLE MICK RYAN LIAM DEVEANEY
(Sarsfields) (Roscrea) (Borrisoleigh)
(15)
PADDY KENNY MARTIN KENNEDY  NICKY ENGLISH
(Sarsfields) (Kiladangan) (Latiin/Cullen)

The Tipperary Star Millennium Hurling Team wos voted by readers of the newspaper which =
has been bringing you top GAA coverage since it's establishment in 1909.




T pperary Supportcrs Club

The lucky winner of the V.W. Polo Saloon Star Prize in our membership draw: Andy Brennan, The Ragg
Thurles, receives the keys from Nicky English. Included are: Paul O'Neill, Co. Chairman; Tommy Barrelt,
Co. Secretary, with supporters club chairman, Louis Fitzgerald, mmbership secrefary, Gerry Ryan and
treasurer Ger Ryan. The presentation was made at a function in the Royal Hotel, Tipperary, whose
proprietor and supporters club committee member Andy Lacey is pictured far right.

(" Tipperary Supporters Club _ )
“PLAYER OF THE YEAR”

Members are invited (o vote for their 99 Tipperary Player of the Yeas

Pm———————— o o . . 7 e g

! MEMBERS VOTING Suip

: Address:
1

| Supporters Club Membership Number:
1
1 I select as Tipperary Player of "99.

e e e e e —— ———— c-o-u-u------—--u---—-—-u---——-»-u-----—-----c—---l—!"""'."IJ

\l’u \SE RITURN 10: GERRY RY AN, HAZELGROVE, RoOSLEVAN, Eanis, Co, CLARE. )
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downside to a local’ ¢ nty fing For much of the season Toomevara were

a wide audience. Frequent cture that qualification for the play-off

within the Divisional structure ¢an b "*Sesg achieved yet again. Last week-

turn-off for some patrons, especially if one % will stand to them and there will
club is dominant. sions about the game today.

Those fears will hardly apply have rarely looked as organised,

” because the quahly of play between d and dlsmphned as they did for the

n until the champlonshlp is won.
bably more experienced than
erhaps not as fast in certain
Id.

the contest ancl the Ne

~ opportunity of dethronin,
congquerors. -’

Six years ago, ‘t

be pipped by a point |n

the Opportunity to ave :

be in the back of ttie ml

from that contest.

nag cenlral defence away f

~ base and exploit the space with pacy

tattack No doubt enggh men have

antncnpated this pl a contin-
|

of survivors,

e interesting an

W9 another county titlé

minds now. They have lived ] : the free-scoring Nenagh
Toomevara shadow for most of the s fowward fine, which worked particularly
and this clash gives them ortunityto. ~ well in the semi-final.

finish the millennium i It is difficult to predict winners here as

The two finalists have been in im both teams have so many aces. Nenagh

h Final. Toome b were very disappointed to lose at the semi-

final stage last year and a final victory over

 their deadly latter-day rivals would prob-
ably end the torture of that failure.

They will be well rested for this one and

er than theif opponents, who

out the stops to survive a week

Holycross/Ballycahil
Nenagh beat Kickhams:
different style perfor-
s have shown their

Og Annacarthy ar
contrasting s

Stlll the Toome men have not lost any of
eir close games this year and their spirit is
: enough to rise to the Nenagh

Whi V6 aw _s!ﬁy semi-final
demolltlon of Mullinahon still clear in

the minds of those who witnessed it, per

}\ haps Toomevara’s comeback against Hol "l"
cross-Ballycahill was more notable. It % Tl . could be won by a piece of

somewhat easier to help your concentration”  indiVidual-brilliance — don't take your eyes

when a game swings your way early on,  off lhe“‘
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CRRAy  CURRAN
A R

Damien McGrath, Captain

Knockavilla - Donaskeigh Kickhams

it winning the west U-12 A hurling fitle, two years later winning both

U-14 A hurling and football titles and also winning U-14 Péil-ng-n0g
and representing Tipperary in that same compefition in Mayo. They kept
up the sequence by winning both U-16 A fitles in 1997 and this year win-
ning both minor fitles, alos no County Championship has come their way
yetl

Tis present Kickham minor team first come fogether as an U-12 out-
f

10/7/99 Kickhams 3-9 Rossmore-Clonoulty 0-9
14/7/99 Kickhams 2-10 Cashel 0-9

21/7/99 Kickhams 215 Eire Og 1.7

- 17/8/99 W.F. Kickhams 1-21 Rossmore-Clonoulty 3-6

- 2/10/99 Co. Semi Kickhams 2-7 Roscrea 1-6

L
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As with all successful dub teams family traditions, sets of brothers and
cousins are fo the fore and so this Kickham team is no exception. The squad
includes no less than six sets of brothers some of whom have cousins
included, an interesting aspect in that eleven of the panel eriginate from
Station Road in Dundrum. As often happens one club has a foot in the other
camp. Derek and Paul Breen are grandsons of the late Michael Connors of
Thurles. A stounch Sarsfields man; Kickhom's supporters might also be
inferested fo see the name of Liom Hickey on the Sarsfields
squad. Liom is a son of former Kickham player and All Ire-
land cross-country champion Mick Hickey.

Team captain Damion McGrath, o county minor player
this year is o nephew of Marfin McGrath supersub the day
the famine ended in Killorney in 1987. Richard and Alan
Horgan ore sons of team manager Richard and brothers of
Brian, present county senior panelist, Sedn and Conor Ryan
are grandsons of the late and famous Jucksie of Upper-
church and so the tradifion confinues.

This will be Kickhams fifth appearance in a county minor
final. As yet unsuccessful, maybe this time there will be o
light ot the end of the tunnel. | hope its not another frain,

Best of luck lads.
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Back Row L-R: William Keane, Conor Ryan, Christopher Keane, Garret Ryan, Sean Ryan, Phillip
Ryan, Derek Breen, John Keane, Fergal O’Brien, Pat O’Grady, Daniel Breen, Paul Breen, Alan
Hayes, Peter Comerford.

Front Row L-R: David Horgan, John F. O’Brien, David Shanahan, Eoin O’Brien, Richard Horgan,
Thomas Hayes, Harry Horgan, William Ryan, Damien McGrath, Alan Horgan, Noel O'Brien.

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS:-

Intermediate Hurling: 1992  Under-21 Hurling: 1967, 1994

Intermediate F: 1996  Junior F: 1981, 1992

M.E. ‘B’: 1992  Under-21 F “B": 1991

WEST CHAMPIONSHIPS:-

S.H.: '35, '38, ‘46, '47, ‘49, ’50, '52, '53, 54, 55, '56, '58, '59, ‘60, 97, '99.
I.H.: 1992

Under-21 H.: “66, ‘67, '86, 93, "94.

J.H.: 51, 52, '81, '87, "98.

M.H.: ‘43, '44, '45, '46, ‘47, 51, ’55, '79, "84, 90, ‘91, "93, "94, '99.
S.F:1998 I.F:1985, 1993, 1996 J.F:1981, 1992

M.FA.: 1979, 1999  Under-21 F ’B’: 1991

1
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Knockaville-Donasheigh Kickhams

Colours: Amber & Black

1)
F. 0 Briain
FERGAL O’BRIEN
(2) (3) (4)

6. 0 Riain D. Mac (raith L. 0 Céin
GARETH RYAN DAMIEN McGRATH WILLIAM KEANE
(5) (6) KU
L. 0 Riain S. 0 Riain D. 0 Braoin

WILLIAM RYAN SEAN RYAN DERIC BREEN
(8) 9
S. 0 Cein A 0 hArgdin
JOHN KEANE ALAN HORGAN
(10) (1) 12)
P. 0 Braoin P. 0 Riain R. 0 hArgin
PAUL BREEN PHILIP RYAN RICHARD HORGAN
(13) (14 (15)

D. 0 Brogin P.0 Grada (. 0 Céin
DANIEL BREEN PAT O'GRADY CHRISTOPHER KEANE
ROGHNOIRI - Richie Horgan (Manager); Gerry Cahill,

Christy Ryan, Danny Morrissey
TOOMEVARA i Cailind Seachai 65m Saor Pocanna

1adh leath
2adh leath
IOMLAN




Thurles Sarsfields

Colours: Blue & White

(1)

P Mac Cormaic

PATRICK McCORMACK
Fir lonaid:
(2) 3) 4) :
B. Mac Lochlainn (. 0 Ruairc 1. 0 Callangin (16) #or? cg:i:“jﬁ
BARRY McLOUGHLIN ~ COLM O'ROURKE  THOMAS CALLINAN By
(17) E MacCoistealo
| (5) (6) | 0 Owen Costello
B. 0 Duibhir S. Laighléin S. 0 Duibhir (18) D. 0 Duibhir
BARRY O'DWYER JOHN LILLIS SEANIE DWYER Devid 0'Dwyer
0 ) (19) E. 0 Tuathaigh
( ) Eamon Tuohy
S. Mastn 5.0 Ml.lfthl] (20) S. O Riorddin
STEPHEN MASON JAMIE MURPHY Jomes O'Riordan
(21) P 0 Gréachain
“0} “ ]) “2) Peter Grayden
A. Donddin S. 0 hEoso L. 0 Coirbin 22) P 0 hhodh
AIDAN DUNDON JOHN HUSSEY (CAPT) LARRY CORBETT Philip Hu:es
(13 (14 15—
e (25) E. 0 Gliasain
ROGHNOIRI - Denis Maher, Lenny Phillips, Sean Maher, Eamon Gleeson
Johnny Enright
:“ERE oG NEIIGH T—Cﬁil Cailini T Seachai Saor Pocanna
|" tadhleath | | R s
| 2adh leath ] i
| IOMLAN | 1
' e o 13




THURLES S

| A

COUNTY MINOR HUR

T — T
.

Pl - AT

Back Row L-R: Peter Grayden, Eamon Tuohy, (
Dundon, Thomas Callinan, Philip Hayes, Tony
Front Row L-R: John Hussey, David O’Dwyer,
Stephen Mason, Mattie Ryan, James O’Riordal

PATH TO
FINAL

~ Sarsfields 3-9 Drom & Inch 2-9
Sarsfields 9-16 Moyne-Templetuohy 0-7
Sarsfields 3-14 Moycarkey-Borris 1-10
Sarsfields 3-15 ).K. Brackens 1-10

MID FINAL
Sarsfields 1-9 Drom & Inch 1-7

CO. SEMI FINAL
Sarsfields 3-17 Killenaule 1-8

14
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ROLL OF H

COUNTY S.H. TITLES (28
1907, 1908, 1909, 1911,
1938, 1939, 1942, 1944,
1955, 1956, 1957, 1958,
1963, 1964, 1965, 1974.
COUNTY M.H. TITLES (6
1957, 1975, 1985.
COUNTY U-21 H. TITLES
COUNTY J.H. TITLES (5)
1987, 1995.

COUNTY J.F. TITLES (1): 1
ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIOM
(6): 1887, 1906, 1908, 19"

-




ARSFIELDS

LING FINALISTS 1999

nor Lyons, Eoin Costelloe, Seanie Dwyer, Larry Corbett, Liam Hickey, Jamie Murphy, Brian O'Loughlin, Aidan

Lonnolly.

‘mon Gleeson, John Lillis, Barry O'Dwyer, Barry McLoughlin, Tony Ruth, Patrick McCormack, Colm O Rourke,

IONOUR

87, 1904, 1906,
1929, 1935, 1936,
1945, 1946, 1952,
1959, 1961, 1962,

1N

89 Selectors (left to right): Lenny Phillips, Denis Maher,
5 CLUB SELECTION Sean Ryan and Johnny Enright.

0, 1937, 1945,

15
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THE COMPLETE SERVICE |
Thurles Go-op

" DAIRY PRODUCTS

v’ SUPERMARKET
" FARM SUPPLIES

o HARDWARE & D.1.Y.

FOR ALL THESE REQUIREMENTS:

TELEPHONE: (0504) 21522

.......................................................

Plus your oil neguinements from....

0’Meara Oil 5

BALLYCURRANE, THURLES, TIPPERARY
TELEPHONE: (0504) 21333, FAX: (0504) 23101




off the old block with h
g v S
sen
has certainly picked up his fathers of

o o e, Bty ML s e
men n n
son the great ar{zmmy oyle, Colm
O'Rourke is a name well known in footballing
circles and Thomas Callanan follows on a
long line of Callanan tradition in Sarsfields
defences. All three have starred with Durlas
Og during their time with O’Rourke captain-
ing their u-12 footballers to county success
some years ago.
The half Baagg( line, too, is laden with talent.
At centre back John Lillis is an authorative fig-
ure. Son of John senior - coach to the Munster
Junior Inter provincial rugby team, John junior
is also an accomplished rugby player. Two
flank Lillis in the centre, Barry r
has developed hugely as a player over the [ast
year and he is one to watch out for. Seanie
Dwyer on the left wing is a fine athlete and he
uses his pace to goocFaffect in his hurling as
well.

At midfield, two great Sarsfields names have
once more come to the fore]from. Com;]ry
minor Stephen Mason partners Jamie Murphy
to supply the ammunition for the attack.
Mason is grandson of the great Tom Mason, a
legendary figure in Sarsfields and Tipperary
hurling, while Jamie Murphy is son of the late
Noel Murphy, a well known former Tipp and
Sarsfields player and efficient Official of the
Mid Board, Jamie is also nephew of Michael
Murphy who captained Tipp to All-Ireland
success in 1964, iy

Sarsfields forwards have been receiving a
lot of praise recently for their exploits. Here

ain are some familiar names. Captain John
. is the workman of the team. He 'pm—
vides the drive and determination to will the

e
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ing room figure. His courage is
attribute and he has the ability to create the
scores for others as well as taking a few of his

own.

Sarsfields have strength in depth as well.
Tony Connolly, a man with Galway and Ti
perary blood, is a fine defender who will pmg:
ably make an appearance in the decider,
while James O'Riordan is another following in
family footsteps. Philly Hayes, Conor Lyons
and Peter Graydon are vital members of the
Sarsfields defensive system and any of them
are capable of coming into the breach if called
upon.

Eoin Costelloe is another sharpshooter who
is likely to make a final appearance. He has
been troubled by injury but is coming right at
just the a;;propfiate time. David Dwyer has
youth on his side and will be performing in
this grade for some time to come, while
Eamon Tuohy, Mattie Ryan and Eamon Glee-
son are others who have further minor years
ahead of them. '

A lot of work has been put into this Sars-
fields team. Coach Dinny Maher is one of the

Maher’s of Killinan, while Lenny Philips
is son of Tipperary camogie supremo Biddy
Phillips. Johnny Enright has worn the Tipper-
ary senior jersey and is currently looking for-
ward to a Countz Final appearance in Cork
with UCC, while Sean Ryan is highly regarded
for his views on the game and is a most dedi-
cated member of the club’s committee.



CLUB OFFICERS
Presidents:
Sean Slattery, Jack Kennedy,
Michael Hyre.
Chairman: Rory Flannery.
Vice Chairman: Ger Gavin
Secretary: Jimmy Minogue
Treasurer: Enda Costello
' P.R.O.: Sean Minogue

ROLL OF HONOUR

COUNTY CHAMIONSHIPS

Senior Hurling 1 1995.

U-21 Hurling 5 1979, ‘80, ‘81, ‘82, "93.

Minor Hurling 5 1969, ‘77, ‘78, ‘91, ‘92. Bace
Morar

Junior Hurling 1 1983. L-R: A

intermediate Football 2 1988, ‘98. John b

Junior Football | 1986.

U-21 Football 2 1991, ‘93.

Minor Football | 1990.

NORTH CHAMIONSHIPS

Senior Hurling 5 1957, ‘64, ‘92, ‘93, ‘98.

Senior League 4 1984, ‘88, ‘91, ‘95.

Junior Hurling 3 1953, ‘62, ‘83.

U-21 Hurling 6 1979, ‘80, ‘81, ‘82, ‘93, 94.

Minor Hurling 10 1938, ‘53, ‘55, ‘69, ‘77, 78, '79, ‘89, ‘91, ‘92.

Senior Football 7 1989, ‘91, '92, ‘94, ‘95, ‘96, 97.

Intermediate Football 4 1962, ‘74, '88, ‘98.

Junior Football 2 1985, ‘86

U-21 Football 11 1981, ‘83, ‘84, ‘87, ‘88, ‘89, ‘90, ‘91, ‘92, ‘93, 94,

Minor Football 8 1977, ‘83, ‘86, ‘88, ‘89, ‘90, ‘91, '92.

he Thiobraid Arann 1 8
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North Semi-Final

County Quarter-Final

Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann

w L-R: Con Howard, John Heffernan, Richie Flannery, Declan O’Meara, Frank
Noel Coffey, Christy, McLoughlin, John Slattery, Eddie Tucker. Front row
thony Quinn, Michael Cleary, Robbie Tomlinson, Kevin Tucker, John Tucker,

PATH TO FINAL

Eire Og
Eire Og
Eire Og
Eire Og
Eire Og
Eire Og
Eire Og

1-10
1-13
3-14
2-16
2-15
1-14
4-18

Roscrea 0-10
Portroe 1-12
Newport 2-7
Moneygall 3-4
Toomevara 2-19
Knockvilla Kickhams 2-7
Mullinahone 1-10
19




TOOMEVARA

Colours: Green & Gold

(1)

LYyvvwvw
4

I\.
A

J. de Cotreil
JUSTIN COTTRELL
(2) 3 j0
6. Frend R. 0 Brisledin A. 0 Meiscill
GEORGE FREND RORY BRISLANE AIDAN MAXWELL
(5 (6) v
0. 0 Brisledin P. 0 Haicéid B. 0 Doinn
OWEN BRISLANE PADRAIG HACKETT BRENDAN DUNNE
(8) 9
T. 0 Doinn B. 0 Duibh
TERRY DUNNE BRIAN DUFF
(10) 1 (12)
1.0 Doinn P. 0 Gionga P. 0 Bricin
TOMAS DUNNE ((apt.) PAT KING PADDY O'BRIEN
(13) (14) (15)
P. MacGraith M. 0 Meara M. Bevin
PAUL McGRATH MICHAEL O’MEARA MICHAEL BEVINS

SELECTORS — Tony Dunne, Roger Ryan, Denis Haverty
’ Coach: Tom Ryan; Trainer: Bertie Sherlock.

Cuil Cilini Seachai 65m Saor Pocanna

| 1adh leath
| 2adh leath
| IOMLAN

20



L4 ¥

Colours: Light Blue and Navy

(1)
(. MacLochlainn
CHRISTY McLOUGHLIN
[v) 3) (4 (16) M. MacNamara
A. 0 Coinn N. 0 Cofaigh S. 0 hifearndin Michael McNamara
ANTHONY QUINN NOEL COFFEY JOHN HEFFERNAN  JiEQ n.(] Fanablro
ugh Flannery
 (3) (6) 1| (18) R. 0 Flannabhra
S, 0 Cinneide P.0 Mordin R. 0 Flannabhra Rory Flannery
JOHN KENNEDY FRANK MORAN RICHIE FLANNERY GO
(8) 9 (20) M. Haicéid
(. 0 hlomhair S. 0 Slatiara oo H_“ke"
CON HOWARD ((apt JOHN SLATTERY el
10 i) 1
(. MacTuachair E. MacTuachair S. MacTuachair (23) . 6 Donnchi
KEVIN TUCKER EDDIE TUCKER JOHN TUCKER Joe 0"Donoghue
(24) B. MacGiobain
“3) (14) “5) 3 Brian FlL?l.hhon
D. 0 Medra R. MacTomilin M. 0 Clirigh s
DECLAN O'MEARA  ROBBIE TOMLINSON ~ MICHAEL CLEARY  [sPmmin

Billy Flannery

SELECTORS — Liam Heffernan (Manager}; Martin 0'Grady (Trainer): [k Euomm:';ﬁﬂ':;g],
John Tucker, Neille Corbett, John Darcy. (28) T. 0 Conghaile

Trevor Connolly

(AR R R R R N N R N N N N NN NN (AR RN RN RN NN RN NN NN

EIRE OG NENAGH Cuil Cuilini Seachai 65m Saor Pocanna
1adh leath
| 2adh leath
IOMLAN
~ Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann 21




TOOM

PATH TO THE FINAL

Toomevara 2-14 Borrisokane 2-7
Toomevara 1-14 Borrisoleigh 0-12
Toomevara 3-18 Kilruane 4-10
Toomevara 1-19 Moneygall 0-14
NORTH SEMI-FINAL
Toomevara 3-10 Portroe 2-13 (Draw)
Toomevara 2-13 Portroe 2-12 (replay)

NORTH FINAL

5

Toomevara 2-19 Nenagh 2-1

CO. QUARTER-FINAL

St _ —_— ) Toomevara 6-23 Annacarty 1-4
Thomas Dunne CO. SEMLFINAL |
n (Captain) Toomevara 2-17 Holycross 4-9 |

ROLL OF HONOUR
COUNTY CHAMIONSHIPS

Senior Hurling 1890, 1910, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1919, 1923, 1930, 1931, 1960,

1992, 1993, 1994, 1998 (14)
Junior Hurling 1912, 1993
Junior Football (B) 1995 ‘
U-21 Hurling 1985, 1986, 1990, 1995
Minor Hurling 1986, 1987, 1997

NORTH CHAMIONSHIPS

Senior Hurling 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1922, 1923,

1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1946, 1958, 1960,
1961, 1962, 1991, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1999 (27)

Inter Hurling 1944, 1955, 1984

Junior Hurling 1913, 1914, 1958, 1991, 1997

Junior Football 1972, 1982, 1983

Junior Football (B) 1986, 1993, 1995

U-21 Hurling 1967, 1985, 1986, 1990, 1995, 1996, 1998

Minor Hurling 1932, 1937, 1954, 1956, 1981, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1993,

1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 (15)
Minor Hurling (B) 1979, 1998

Comhairle C:
Tipperary Cot



Back row (I.-r.): George Frend, Thomas Dunne, Padraig Hackett, Brian Duff, Michael O’Meara,
Pat King, Brendan Dunne, Owen Brislane. Front row (l.-r.): Bertie Sherlock, Paddy O’Brien,
Michael Bevins, Aidan Maxwell, Justin Cottrell, Paul McGrath, Terry Dunne, Rory Brislane.

CLUB OFFICERS

Life Presidents: Rody
Nolan, Matt Hassett

Vice-President: Tom
Shanahan
hairman: Rev. Fr. lggy
McCormack
Vice-Chairmen: Tom Troy,
Billy Delaney
Secretary: Eddie Frend

[reasurer: Bernard O'Neill

Jier b
L-R: Roger Ryan, Denis Haverly and Tony Dunne.

PR.C.: Matt O'Meara

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
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‘Mary Willies

LONGFORD PASS, CO. TIPPERARY.
On the main Dublin / Cork Road.the N8
between Urlingford and Turn Pike

TEL: 056-34264 * FAX: 056-34489
© Under New Ownership @

@ Open Allday @
© A 15 Minute Drive from Semple Stadium O

© Off Road Car Park @

=

F (.l(ld serve dalld ay Restaurant servin g

in our comfortable

Quality Food opening

Lounge/Bar April/May 1999

e consecwdBefize and Affer Today's Game



Buiicihoss:

Many thanks to Eddie Frend (Toomevara), Jimmy Minogue (Nenagh Eire Og), Tom
Hayes (Knockavilla-Donaskeigh Kickhams) and Gerard Corbett (Thurles Sarsfields) who
pulled out all the stops to help get this productlon ready for the biggest day in the local
club calendar. Thanks also to Brendan O'Connor and Jerry Ring for their photographs

John McCormack,
Programme Editor

YOUR MRTCH REFEREES

SENIOR REFEREE: MINOR REFEREE
Johnny McDonne II Tommy Lonergan
(Roscrea) (Kilsheelan)

LINESMEN LINESMEN

Willie Clohesy, Martin Aherne

Pacldy Russell John Collins

UMPIRES Umpires

Jim Sheedy Willie Robinson

Denis Lonergan
Dermot f\f()l‘(.lﬂt‘}' Johnny McDonnell Jim Cahill, Peter Moore

Kevin Moloney

Tommy Lonergan
Eamon Jones (Roscrea) (Kilsheelan)

Best Wishes to Nenagh Eire Og
and Toomevara in the big game from:

Gregory & Michael
HANLON

~ FAMILY BUTCHERS ~
Beef * Lamb ¢ Pork ¢ Bacon
PATRICK STREET, TULLAMORE, Co. OFFALY.
Texr: (0506) 51534

14, Kexvoy STReET, NENAGH, Co. TIPPERARY.
Texr: (067) 41299
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Last Call for a Song

A collection of Tipperary G.A.A.
songs, poems and ballads is
presently being compiled. This

Tinperary G, Yearhook 2000

This annual publication is being
compiled and will be on sale early
in December. Articles, photographs
etc. should be given to any commit-
tee member as early as possible.

collection will be published next Chairman: Seamus J.

year and is one of the projects S _ !

undertake by the Tipperary gty Liahiiu
; . : Donnchii

G.A.A. Millennium commitfee. County P.R.O.: Liz Howard

Ballads etc. should be sent as L ieade

soon as possible, but before the Hogan ‘

end of this month fo: Seamus O
) Doherty

Liam O Donnché Seamus J. C o n

King or Hogan :

Micheal O

Ballymoreen Boherclough

TIPPERARY SENIOR COUNTY .
HURLING FINAL ON TG4

TG4’s comprehensive Gaelic games coverage continues on Monday night
next, 11/10/'99 when Ard San Aer features highlights of the Tipperary
County Senior Hurling Final between Toomevara and Eire Og, Nenagh.
The programme starts at 11.45 p.m. and also features highlights of the
Wexford Senior Hurling Final between Rathnure and St. Martin’s.

T.V.

“Nhe Provinciall Game”

™" Comhairie Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council




What chance of two county medals?
I by Leonard Fitzgerald

QDAY, the curtain comes down on, yet

another, intriguing county senior hurling

championship, in a year in which all four
divisional finals produced new winners, As
anticipated, Eire Og Nenagh and Toomevara have
returned to the final for a battle supreme. Having
mel twice in competitive ties already this year, a
draw in the county leagues and a second half
demolition by Toome’ in the north final, but this
third and final meeting will be the most crucial, A
memento of Dan Breen is the prize on offer, plus
the accolade of the last team of the century to
achieve county honours,

Coincidentally, 1993 was the last all-north
decider and ironically, both of today's opponents
were locked into combat in that pulsating
encounter. Only a single point separated the sides
at the finish in arguably the most entertaining
hurling final of the present decade. To me, Eire Og
Nenagh as a complete unit are the most superior
in the county, however, the site of the Toomevara
jersey injects poison in their veins. 20-year-old
Richie Flannery is just one of that Nenagh outfit in
pursuit of settling the score against their arch-
rivals.

To win a county championship is an
achievement in itselt, however, to secure
championship medals in two different counties in
the one year is truly remarkable, Richie Flannery
operated at left half back for UCC last weekend
with the college clinching a county final place for
the first time in 29 years, thanks to a late goal by
Joe Deane. Last Sunday evening, he was greatly
relieved as had the second semi-final produced a
winner, both the Tipperary and Cork hurling finals
would have clashed on the same Sunday
preventing the 3rd year commerce student from
participating in both finals. Now in any event
Richie can fulfil his dream.

1999 has been a busy year for the Nenagh
defender, Last Spring, he operated at mid-field for
LICC all through the Fitzgibbon Cup, eventually
losing the final to a more equipped Waterford IT,
He also gained invaluable inter-county experience
with the under-21', picking up a provincial medal
for his efforts. Despite the intimidating atmosphere,
his performance against Clare was enormous, He
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was one of the reasons that Tipp triumphed on that
Tuesday evening in Ennis. Wearing the county
jersey oiten gives a player a greater Iﬂi_l.‘ﬂ[i‘»'['..il
club level. The pressures are
greater and the dependency
o perform reaches a
higher platform. However,
he has responded
admirably to the task. In

the lact

£ idM

two years, he has
matured into a solid
accomplished hurler. In
1997, the Tipperary minors
lost to a resurgent Galway at
Croke Park. Richie was eligible
but could only make the
substitutes. Since then, he has
come out of the shadows and
into the limelight. He is
presently on a scholarship at
University ( ll||+:f_'|!' Cork and

one that will effectively

promote his hurling and

studies for the coming year.

gh enter this hurling
final with their reputation
somewhat bruised. Richie
has an ambition to put
the record straight. A
massive ordeal on
young

shoulders.

May the
breaking ball
favour him
on this day |
ol l|r’|\ -3




The idea of the top
three teams being pro-
moted and the bottom
three teams to be
relegated is also worth
consideration.

The suggestion that
intermediate teams be
included as part of the
senior league deserves
| careful positive analysis.

_ After two years when
| the league is well estab-
7 lished it could be used as

a grading system for the
te championships, e.g.
ded senior, balance

he re-action of the
Tp]ayers to the ini- #
tial  All-County

hurling league has
been good. They have
enjoyed playing
against teams from the
other divisions. The
games during the
month of March and
April have been of ben-
efit and the social
aspects of the competi-
tion have been appre- N
ciated. The revenue from N
the home games has been
of benefit to the clubs.

However, the league
oped further.

It needs to be a
with promotion and

The original pro
fields that each dis
teams to give four h
games annually needs

GAELIC GAMES EQUIPMENT
8 The Avenue, Mulhuddart Wood, Dublin 15.

Tel. (01) 8214915. Mobile: 087-2341396
Specialist suppliers of all Gaelic Games equipment
“’ to schools, colleges and clubs

M. Sets of Gaelic Football and Hurling Nets (21ft. x 8ft.) "R
A Y'Y Sets of Juvenile Football and Hurling Nets (15ft x 7ft) T ¥ ¥
Large rere goal ball stop nets (90ft. x 30ft.) Any size made to order.
m Sets of Flags # Flag Poles # Flag Covers M
(in official G.A.A. colours or club colours)

Tricolours % Club Flags % County Flags # G.A.A. Flag (6 x 3)
Stretchers #* First Aid Boxes #* First Aid Refills # Ice Packs
Training Cones % Training Bibs # Sports Drink Bottles
Pitch Line Markers — Net Fix Hooks
@ Juvenile Portable Goal Posts (15ft. x 7ft.) @

Umpires Coats in white cotton or waterproof.

3 years junior teams
orated and graded accord-

ea on to the league has
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100 Years Aco = 1899 RememereD

Horse and Jockey, representing Tipperary, won the
1899 All-Ireland Hurling Final. This event was
commemorated recently when a memorial was unveiled
in the village. A Centenary booklet was also published,
copies of which, costing £5 each, can be obtained from
Liam 0 Donnchi, Moycarkey N.S., Thurles, Co. Tipperary.

The Horse and Jockey 1899 Memorial was unveiled by Tommy Gleeson
and Jerry O’Keefe.

At the unveiling of the Horse and Jockey memorial were: Jack Bergin,
Sam Melbourne, Liam Hennessy and Co. Board chairman Paul O'Neill.

29

1099 REMEMBERED
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PURCELLSINCH, CARLOW RoOAD, KILKENNY.
Tel: 056-63366. Fax: 056-63388
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‘George Frend

HEIGHT:
§'10"
WEIGHT:
11st 10 1b ~

CLUB:
Toomevara

FAVOURITE PLAYERS:
Declan Ryan and
Brian Whelehan

FAVOURITE GAME
PLAYED IN:
1996 Munster C'ship

FAVOURITE GAME SEEN:

Cork v Offaly 1999 and
Cork v Tipp replay 1991

BEST DISPLAY:
D.]. Carey v Galway, 1997
Brian Corcoran v Clare, 1999

ADVICE TO YOUNG HURLERS:

Listen to coaches and get \
plenty of practice.

BIGGEST INFLUENCE
ON CAREER:
Neill Williams, N.T.

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann 3 1
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= KEVIN TUCKER
BMMENAGH EIRE OG
PLAYER PROFILE

Height: 510"

Weight: 11'/2 Stone
Favourite

Players: Pat Fox, John Troy

Favourite Game
Played In: County Final 1995
Nenagh v Boherlahan

Favourite Game
Ever Seen: Tipperary v Cork

- Munster  Final 1991
) Replay

Best NN
Display Seen: Joe Cooney — All Ireland
Final 1990

John Leahy — Munster
Final 1991

Young Hurlers
To Watch: Eoin Kelly — Mullinahone
Trevor Connolly — Nenagh

Advice to
Young Hurlers: Practice as much as you

can.
| Music: Wolfe Tones
Hobbies: Football,
Soccer,
Reading,

TV.



COMING

SOON

Tipperary GAA
Credit Card
“Support your

county by taking a

Tipp MasterCard”

» B = PR g

\

Michael Sparrow
& all the staff at

HIBERNIAN

Liberty Square, Thurles
wish Nenagh, Toomevara,
Knockavilla Kickhams and
Thurles Sarsfields the very
bets of luck in todays minor
and senior county finals.

Call Us at 0504-21988

for Home, Motor & Travel Insurance,
Credit Cards and Life Assurance
You're safe in the hands of

Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary Count; y Council
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Score and they’ll remember you for 20 years.

I Miss and they’ll remember you forever,

The AIB Club Championship. Proudly sponsored by AIB Bank
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An Sean-Nos -
Amhranaiocht Arsa

s feiniméan € an corradh ata tagaithe ar cheol
I agus amhranalocht Gaelach i lathair na huaire

sa tir seo, Is iomai stil nua ata le cloisint, le
ceoltoirl agus amhranaithe ag lorg bealai nua
chun fad féin a mhinid don lucht éisteachta, Ta
staitse domhanda acu anois, mar & suim thar
barr ag muintir na cruinne ins na hamhriin
Ghaelacha. Ni thar éiche a thirla é seo. Is rud
arsa f an amhranaiocht a shineann siar i réalta na
staire. Rud &itiGil ab ea i. Bhi mordn daoine ann
ag a raibh neart amhran acu ag deiledil le stair
agus imeachtaf a daiche féin, ach gan aitheantas
leata orthu.

Ansin thirla rud ag deireadh an chéid seo a
daistrigh todhchai amhranaiochta na tire go
hionlin. Bunafodh Conradh na Gaeilge sa chli-
ain 1893 agus i measc na ndaoine a bhf pairteach
ann, d'fhas grapa ar tugadh gluaiseacht na
Gaeilge orthu, Chim siad ar thorbairt agus leath-
ni cirsai na n-amhran. De thoradh a n-iarrach-
tai  bunaiodh an t-Oireachtas sa bhliain 1897,
Bhi stditse faighte ag an amhranaiocht, go mér
mor an sean-nds. Mar adiradh bhi an sean-nés
ann leis na cianta in éiteanna'eaﬁgsﬂla sa tir, ach
go speisialta san Oirthear. Anois bhi an deis ag na
h-amhranaithe seo a nealdin a nochtadh don saol
mor.

Sa chéad bhliain de Chomérias an Oireachtais
chuir deichnidir isteach ar chomortas na bhfear
agus tridr dhuine dhéag ar cheann na mban. Ba é
Padraig O Sé, Lios Mor, Co. Phort Liirge a fuair
an chéad &it | measc na bhfear agus Norma
Borthwick, as Londain an chéad &it i measc na
mban, Bhi an sean nos faoi sheol agus i lir an
aonaigh. Is bred an rud é an t-Oireachtas chun
borradh a chur sa sean-nés. Cuidiom sé an trai-
disiGn a spreagadh agus griosann sé amhranaithe
le Taighde agus Tochailt a dhéanamh agus sean-
amhrain neamhghnacha a chur os comhair an
phobail. Cothaionn sé lucht éisteachta don sean-
nos i bhiad nios leithne nd mar a bhéadh aige
mura mbéadh a leithéid ann. Cuireann an
comortas amhrdnaithe (ra ar an stditse agus
tugann sé gradam agus urram déibh,

Le sin rite caithfear a cheistiti cad is sean-nds
ann. Is stil amhranaiochta ar leith é atd file fuaite
sa tanga Ghaelach. Is istigh i seanchultdr na
nGael atd a bpréamhacha. Leantnachas atd ann
6 sean amhrdin na ngnathdhaoine. Feicimid ceil-
idradh agus comoradh imeachtai diticla ins na
hamhrain. Ta stil speisialta ag dul le fonn na n-
amhran atd sothuigthe don lucht eisteachta a
mbionn aitheantas acu orthu. do sna daocine nach
dtuigeann crof na stile go minic fuaimionn an stil
leadranach go leor, ach he léisteacht leandnach

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council
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tagenn tuiscint agus meas,

Go dif le déanaf ni raibh
clid ar amhrinaithe den
sean-nos taobh amuigh da
bpabal féin. Le forbairt na mean chumar saide,
10 hdirithe an teilifis ta aithne againn anois an
fon mér daoine a bhionn ag canadh sa sean-nés.
Ina measc ta daoine ata imithe ar sli na firinne
ach a bhiuil a n-ealdin ar dhldthcheirnini agus
fisteipeanna. Ina measc ta Seosamh O hEanai,
Nioclas T6ibin agus Séan MacDonncha, amhré-
naithe den Scoth. Chuidigh na mna, Maire Aine
Ni Dhonnchadha. Citi agus Aine Ni Ghallchoir
80 mér leis an stil a thorbairt freisin. T4 tionchur
an tsean-nois ag leathn( agus ag spreagadh
amhranaithe agus ceoltoiri Gaelacha nua-aim-
seartha. Nuair a smaoinitear ar Mhdire Ni Scolai,
ar an Tiadach, an Shein Davey agus ar
Chlannad, i measc daoine eile, is cinnte gur é an
sean-nos is bunds dd geuid ceoil. Mar sin
feicimid go soiléir an tionchar mér ata ag stil arsa
amhrinaiochta ar cheol ar linne. D& bhri sin, nil
sé ceart go geionntodh ceoltGini nua-aimseartha
na léiritheoiri traidisianta toisc nach dwigeann
siad iad.

I ldthair na huaire ta cultGr iasachta, 6n
mBreatain, Meirced agus diteanna eile ag ton-
nadh anuas orainn 6n teilifis 6 fisteipeanna agus
i ndairire 6 ghach gné de sna mednchumarsaide.
Ta sé deacair go leor do chultdr na hfireann dul
in iomafocht le sin. Chuaigh an sean-nos i laige
ar feadh tamaill ach anois ta forbaint nua ag
teacht air. Ta an aosdg ag aimsit an mhiniG ceart
atd ins na hamhrain seo. Mar a shamhlofa is sa
Ghaeltacht ata an athbheochan seo ag tarld, ach
leis an bhforbairt ata ag tarlint, ta sé ag leathnd
ar fud na hEireann. Is décha gur larla O Liondird
an ceannr6dai is cailidla sa bhieachtas seo, Is
brea an stil ata aige, bunaithe ar stil na sean
amhranaithe ach [fe fuinneamh agus beocht
dochreidte. T4 lucht leandna mér aige le neart
daoine ag déanamh aithrise air. Bionn seoanna
agus ceolchoirmeacha aige ar fud an domhain
leis an bhéim ar an sean-n6s, Ropann na sluaite
isteach chuige chun an ceol agus amhriin na
hEireann a bﬁiasadh.

Rinne mé tagairt don Oireachtas ag tis an ailt
5€0 agus mar sin is coir dom criochni le tracht
eile air. Td an sean-nds go mor chun, tosaigh sa
Chomértas. Is é Corn Ui Riada an duais a bhron-
ntar an an mbuaiteoir. Cé nach bhfuil furmhor
mhuintir na tire seo “istigh” sa sean-n6s creidigi
20 bhfuil sé beo, criomhar agus ag borradh go
tréan. Rath Dé oraibh,

Conchubhar 6 Riain
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s The last All-North Co.
S.H.C. final took place in 1993,
Coincidentally the game was
played on October 10th and
involved Toomevara (winners)
and Nenagh Eire Og by 1-14 to
1-13.

* During the present decade
Toomevara have been county
champions four times, 1992,
1993, 1994 and 1998. Nenagh
Eire Og were winners in 1995.

= Toomevara is the only club
to retain the county S.H.C. title
in the present decade. The last
team to retain the title prior to
that was Kilruane McDonagh's,
who registered a three-in-a-row
between 1977 and 1979.

= Nenagh won their 1995
county title when Toome were
divisional champions. The Grey-
hounds were county champions
in 1992, 1993 and 1998 when
‘the Blues’ were North winners,
Is that a good omen for ‘the
Townsmen' today?

e The last club to win the
county S.H.C. title, while also
being divisional champions was
Toomevara in 1994,

* When today’s rivals met in
the divisional decider back in
August victory went to the green
and gold on a 2-19 to 2-15
scoreline,

* The last drawn county
S.H.C. final was in 1992 when
Toomevara and Thurles Sars-
fields went to a replay before the
North men lifted their first coun-
ty title in 32 years. Michael
O'Meara was the winning cap-
tain.

iy .
Nenagh's last line of defence
Christy McLoughlin

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council

Ddds
an :J

j I J >
ENcC =
By Seamus O'Doherty

* During the ‘nineties
Toomevara played Thurles Sars-
fields five times in the champi-
onship winning four times and
losing once. Their trouble spot
was Boherlahan - Dualla who
beat them three years in-a-row
(1995 / 1996/ 1997).

» Toomevara won the Munster
club championship in the
1993/'94 season before losing to
Galway's Sarsfields in the All-Ire-
land decider. They also reached
the Provincial final last season
where they were pipped by
Clare’s St. Joseph’s Doora-Bare-
field ~ eventual All-Ireland win-
ners. Nenagh Eige Og also failed
to Clare opposition (Sixmile-
bridge) when they reached the
provincial final in the 1995/96
season. Their conquerors also
won All-lreland honours the fol-
lowing Spring.

* Toomevara’s last county
final winning captain was Philip
Shanahan in 1998. Nenagh's
only successful captain to date
was Conor O'Donovan in 1995,

* Brothers continue to abound
in this year’s championship and
the long standing tradition will
be maintained no matter which
team wins the 1990 county title.

* Fr. Peter Brennan joined a
small band of players who won
county S.H.C. medals with two
clubs when Clonoulty-Rossmore
lifted the Dan Breen Cup in
1997. He was an earlier winner

with Loughmore-Castleiney in

1988,

* Under the present system,
today’s winners will provide Tip-
perary’s senjor hurling captain
for the year 2000. Let’s hope the

39

winners provide the necessary
leadership 1o restore the county’s
pride in the national order of
merit. )

* Nenagh's Eire Og manage-
menl this year is absolutely local
after some flirtation with external
coaches during the decade.
Their semi-final performance
suggests that it is a mutually ben-
eficial arrangement.

* Toomevara have the input of
Limerickman Tom Ryan to com-
plement the home management.
His success in the last two sea-
sons during which Toome have
won some very close games con-
firms the value of his input.

* Today Toomevara are seek-
ing their fifteenth title while
Nenagh Eire Og are in search of
their second.

* The last All-North county
5.H.C. final which failed to pro-
duce a goal was the Borrisoleigh
v Kiltuane McDonagh clash in
1986. The maroon and white
emerged winners by 0-14 to 0-
7. The last ‘no goal’ decider was
Holycross/Ballycahill’s victory
over Cashel K.C. in 1990 when
the scoreline was 0-13 10 0-10.

* Today’s rivals have been
regular opponents in the North
division over the past five sea-
sons but this is their first county
championship clash since the
1993 final.

* The winners of today’s game
will meet Ahane (Limerick) in the
Munster Club Championships.
The Clare champions will be the
semi-final opposition.

Toomevara’s first line of attack -
Michael O'Meara
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