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A NARRATIVE

or

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CONFEDERATES OF 48.

——

As I have not yet seen a full and correct ac-
count of the memorable attempt at insurrection
of '48, and its consequent outbreak at Ballingarry,
and having been successful of late in procuring
copious and well-authenticated materials for this
purpose, I now intend to give, in an abridged
form, a summary of the principal events which
occurred from the 22nd to the 29th of July; that
is, from the public declaration of resistance to the
Government, by its leaders, to their final disper-
sion, The time is short, and yet within this brief
period of seven days are crowded together many
and various incidents which deserve to be re-
membered. The subject naturally divides itself
into three parts. Of the first six days the narra-
tive is derived from the Confederates them-
selves. Of the last day, on which all their grand

schemes were frustrated and dissipated into thin
B
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air, my own account will be given as coming under
my immediate observation; and the last part is
taken from the diary of an unexceptionable wit-
ness—the late much-lamented and highly-esteemed
Pastor of Clonoulty, the Rev. Thomas O'Carroll,
who from their own dictation wrote down the
statements of the chiefs of the Confederacy, and
had them authenticated by their signs manual.
If he had not been prevented by an unexpected
and premature death, it was his intention to pub-
lish them, than whom none was more competent.
His style was plain but attractive ; simple but im-
pressive; which imparts a charm to any subject
of which he treats, nikil tetigit quod non ornavit.
His death was the cause of grief to many, and to
none more than the writer of these lines, who,
through life, enjoyed his confidence and friend-
ship, and to whom it now affords a melancholy
consolation to cast a chaplet on his tomb,

For a long time past I intended to write this
narrative, but two obstacles intervened. First,
a want of materials, for, though I knew from re-
port most of the facts, they were not sufficiently
authenticated for publication. This difficulty has
been removed by the kindness of the Rev. James
O’Carroll in giving me the MS. of his deceased
brother, whom he worthily represents and imitates
in every virtue of head and heart. Secondly, it
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18 not easy to write impartially of present subjects,
whilst the chief actors are living, without giving
offence. Of this the Roman poet warned his
friend as pericwlose opus plenwm alew.  This
obstacle also no longer exists. During the com-
paratively short period of twenty years most of
them have disappeared—

* Boma sloep far off beyond the wave,
And some in Ireland too.”

After the abortive attempt to get their arms
from the police, the leaders fled in different direc-
tions. 8. O'Brien to the county of Kilkenny, and
through Urlingford to Thurles, where he was
arrestod ;—some to Slievenamon and Waterford,
and others towards the mountains of Kilnemanagh.

The last-mentioned were Thomas Francis
Meagher, Leyne, Cantwell, and O'Donoghue,
who, exhausted from fatigue and hunger, were
hospitably entertained by the Rev. John Mackey,
the venerated Parish Priest of Clonoulty, whose
humanity made him forget for a moment the perils
of the law and afford them more refuge than was
consistent with his own safety.

The movement of "48, notwithstanding its abrupt
termination and trivial results, will be always con-
sidered important from the station and character
of its authors. Men of great daring and energy
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of mind, of courage and capacity to contrive great
projects, but wanting prudence and foresight to
put them in execution. Most of them were pos-
sessed of much talent and learning, and one in
particular (whose tragic fate all deplore,) might
have ranked with the first orators of the age, if he
had made the study of eloquence a profession.

The MS. containing these materials is of un-
doubted authenticity, and will reveal facts which
cannot fail to prove the more interesting, because
they are but little known. Though written in the
same hand, it is the joint production of all. It is,
indeed, written with studied obscurity to prevent
its being of use to the government, if by any
accident it should fall into their hands. The sen-
tences are alternately French and English, occa-
sionally intermixed with Latin, with some words
written in short hand. Besides, the leaders have
Roman names, such as Lentulus, Decius, Demetrius,
&c., which makes it difficult to be understood, and
would be almost unintelligible, but that it is ac-
companied by a paraphrase of Father O'Carroll,
in his own beautiful autograph, written under
their immediate supervision, and submitted to their
approval.

Py

L&

CHAPTER 1.
MS. OF CONFEDERATES.

22nd July.—Dillon and Meagher left Dublin,
on their way to Wexford, and arrived at Ennis-
corthy on Sunday, the 23rd, from whence they
went to John Mahers, Esq., Ballinkeel, where they
met 8. O'Brien, and after having discussed the
consequences likely to follow from the Suspension
of the Habeas Corpus Act, they resolved on
resistance. After breakfast, all three left for En-
niscorthy,—where Meagher and Dillon, having
heard Mass, they, with Smith O’Brien, addressed
a vast concourse of people in the Main-street, who
showed a disposition to engage in the approaching
conflict.

At one o'clock they left for Kilkenny, and on
arriving at Grague they visited General Cloney,
where they were received with cordiality ; vast
numbers of the people here came to them, and re-
ceived them with enthusiasm : the three addressed
the multitude; on leaving, the people accompanied
them a mile. They pursued their journey to
Kilkenny, through Gowran, and having stopped
here to visit the ruins of an old church, the people
of the district expressed much sympathy with
their cause
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They reached Kilkenny at nine o'clock: the
city was very much excited. S. O'Brien addressed
the people and clubs, and announced to them that
probably in a few days they would be called on to
defend their liberties. Retired to the house of
Dr. Kane,

Monday, 24th July.—On this morning the presi-
deunts of clubs waited on S. O'Brien, Dilton, and
Meagher at the same louse. They agreed, in
case of an attempt at arrest, that the city should
be barricaded, and the people summoned to arms;
in case of no such attempt, that the citizens should
be held in a state of preparation for a recourse to
extremities. It was found, however, on a more
minute inspection that the clubs were badly armed.

At one o'clock they started for Carrick. At Cal-
lan, on their way, they were delighted with the
indications of excitement and enthusiasm of the
people. A vast multitude of the peasantry had
assembled in the streets to receive them, and most
of the houses in the town were decorated with
evergreens. The triumvirate addressed the people,
and called on them to rise against the Government.
Several officers and men of the Sth hussars were
present during their harangues.

Continuing their journcy they stopped a short
time at Nine-mile-house to take some refreshment,
which consisted of oat-bread, milk,and eggs. During
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their stay here they got into conversation with
some of the peasantry, who declared to them that
they were prepared to rise.

They reached Carrick at nine o'clock in the
evening. So soon as their arrival was announced
the streets became densely thronged with people.
Presidents and chiefs of clubs assembled at the
house of with a view to communicate with
S. O’Brien, who said he was prepared to begin,
and, if he had 500 men, he would proceed to
Cashel. They replied that they were not pre-
pared, as they were totally taken by surprise, and
that before engaging in such a struggle they should
have more strength, and a more matured organiza-
tion. They promised, however, to act.

S. O'Brien promised to proceed to Cashel, where
Doheny had engaged, some time previously, to
furnish 200 men in arms, on an emergeney. Leay-
ing directions that the people of Carrick should
hold themselves in readiness to act at the first warn-
ing; and in case of Cashel being attacked, that
Carrick should send 300 men, he left for Cashel.
To this the presidents of clubsassented, and pledged
themselves to use their utmost efforts to effect it.
The whole night was spent in preparations.

Before starting, however, O'Brien and Meagher
addressed the people, stating that the tine for
action had arrived ; that they had avoided this last
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resource as long as any hope remained of gaining
their liberties without an appeal to arms. -

It was late in the evening when they left for
Cashel. They reached Fethard at midnight, and
after taking a hasty supper there, continued their
journey, and at two o'clock, on the morning of
Tuesday reached the city of the kings.

Leyne had been despatched to Newgate to
eonsult Gavan Duffy and others with him about
the course they were to pursue, who recommended
them to proceed to the South and join O'Brien
and Meagher. Accordingly, Leyne, Devin Reilly,
and Halpin having met byappointment at Clonaskea
Bridge, they started from Dublin, at half-past two
o'clock, and having learned that O'Brien was at
Enniscorthy, directed their route thither; reached
there that night and went to bed. At Ballinkeel
they heard that S. O'Brien had left for Kilkenny,
whither they foliowed by car, through Borris and
Gowran, and arrived there at hal f-past six, where
a cattle show was being held. They started for
Cashel, through Urlingford, where they arrived
at half-past five.

Ll

Ldss.

CHAPTER IL
THEIR ARRIVAL IN CASHEL.

Tuesday, 25th July, the triumvirate reached
Cashel, as was said before, at two o’clock, on the
morning of Tuesday, and went directly to Do-
heney’s, who was not at home. There they were
told that P. J. Smith and Cantwell were at Little-
ton's, whither they went, and having called them
out of bed to hold a council of war, it was resolved
that the barrack should be attacked, and the sol-
diers disarmed. To this Littleton and his sons were
opposed. They raised objections on account of the
absence of Doheny and other causes. The mem-
bers of clubs also, when consulted, refused their
co-operation with one exception.

P. J. Smith i3 sent to Thurles, and thence to
Dublin, to instruct the clubs to tear up the railways
at five different points, beginning at Thurles.
Meagher is sent to Carrick to lead forward the
men of Ballybricken to occupy Carrick, and
proceed to* Nine-mile-housemwhere it was arranged
that he should meet Smith O’'Brien, and there
concentrate their strength. John Littleton was

* See Note 1, at end.
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ordered toaccompany Meagher with a commission
to Doheny to bring the mountaineers from Slieve-
namon, and was instructed to proceed afterwards
to Clonmel to advise the clubs to keep the
Queen’s forces in check. Meantime the elder
Littleton ordered the parties to quit his house,
otherwise he would be compelled to report their
treasonable practices to the authorities. All left
and went to Doheny’s. O'Ryan is sent on a
mission to Clonmel. He left at three in the
morning, and was back at seven. A message was
also conveyed to Clonoulty, to Dr, O'Mahony, who
had promised to join the party at fifteen minutes’
notice, but did not come at all, and said he
always believed there was no real intention of
fighting. O'Brien and Dillon retired to rest,
Cantwell keeping watch.

It was now plain that everything threatened a
total failure in Cashel. Had they succeeded in
taking the barrack, it was intended to unfurl the
green banner from the rock, and to issue a procla-
mation,* announcing the formation of a Provisional
Government, and the declaration of an Irish Repub-
lic; but under their present circumstances it was
considered necessary to depart forthwith from the
city. After a short consultation with his friends,

* See note 2,

.
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O'Brien resolved to try Callan and its neighbour-
hood, and with this view they started for Kilenaule
on two cars.  S. 0'Brien, Dillon, and O’Donoghue
on the first car, and Stephens and Cantwell on the
second.*

At Kilenaule, O'Brien addressed the people in
presence of the police, who gave expressions of
sympathy and approbation; and on several parts
of the road to Mullinahone he harangued large
assemblages of men who came out to meet him.

CHAPTER IIL
THEIR ARRIVAL AT MULLINAHONE.

At four o'clock they arrived in Mullinahone.
Here also a great concourse of people had assem-
bled in the town, and received them with the
greatest enthusiasm. O'Brien waited on the Rev.
Mr. Cahill, who argued the impropriety and im-
prudence of such a course, principally on the plea
of its being premature. The people continued to
assemble from Modeshaland otherplaces. Towards
night there were at least 2,000 men armed with
guns, pikes, and pitchforks, O'Brien, Cantwell, and
Wright continued to drill them during the night

* See note 3.
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till three o'clock next morning. The chapel bell
tolled.

Wednesday, 26th July, O'Brien, O'Donoghue,
and Stephens proceeded at seven o'clock, am., to
the woods, in the neighbourhood of the town,
accompanied by a large body of people. Mr. C.
gave permission to cut down trees for the purpose
of barricades, and marked with an X such as he
thought best fitted for that object. Having given
directions for the erection of the barricades, and
impressed on the people the necessity of retarding
the progress of the Queen’s troops, Mr. O’Brien,
accompanied by O’'Donoghue and Stephens, en-
tered the police barrack about eight o'clock, and
forthwith summoned the constable and five men
stationed there to surrender, Two of the police
were engaged in preparing breakfast, and others
were in the act of shaving. All were taken com-
pletely by surprise, and manifested unequivocal
symptoms of alarm. To Mr. O'Brien’s summons
to surrender, the sergeant replied that such a
course would be ruinous to them and their families,
and that they would never do so unless Mr.
O’Brien marched up to their door with a hostile
force of 30 or 40 armed men. Some of them
declared that if their honour were thus saved they
also were prepared to join the movement. Mr.
O'Brien, touched by the sergeant’s appeal, and the
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avowed sympathy of his men with the cause, said
that he did not wish for any unnecessary effusion
of blood, that he would give them haif an hour to
deliberate, but that, in case they persevered in
offering resistance after that time, he would burn
them out of their barrack. After half an hour he
returned, but found on entering that the entire
party had privately marched off in the direction of
Callan.

At nine o'clock, Messrs. O’Brien, O’Donoghue,
Dillon, and Cantwell breakfasted in the house of
Mr. Wright, a Protestant gentleman—who had re-
ceived his education in Trinity College,—with his
mother, sister, and a younger brother, who had
all embraced the popular cause. After break-
fast Mr. Corcoran, the parish priest, waited on M.
O'Brien, and warmly expostulated with him on the
imprudence of his attempt before the harvest, and
urged on him, ere he had yet compromised his
cause, to postpone it till that period. To which
Mr. O'Brien replied, with some warmth, that if Mr.
Corcoran so wished, he would surrender himself at
that moment into his hands. Mr. C. begged ol the
gentleman not to mis-understand him, and, that
so far from recommending such a course, he was
entirely indisposed to cause his arresi, or co-ope-
rate in it. After which Mr. C. and his friends de-
parted.
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Just as these gentlemen retired, two fine young
fellows from Ballingarry presented themselves in
arms, and requested to be introduced to S. O'Brien.
They represented to him that there were already
500 men in arms at Ballingarry, who held them-
selves in readiness to act according to his direc-
tions. Before giving any order on the matter Mr.
O’Brien thought it of importance to obtain some
accurate information regarding the movements of
Mr. Meagher, and with this view he despatched
O'Donoghue and Cantwell to Carrick.

——

CHAPTER 1V,

M, MEAGHER GOES TO CARRICKE AND WATERFORD TO
BRING REINFORUEMENTS,

After having parted with his friends at Cashel,
on the night of Tuesday, the 25th, Meagher
proceeded towards Kiltinan, at the foot of Slieve-
_namon, for the purpose of obtaining an inter-
view with Doheny, who, he heard, was con-
cealed in the fastnesses of that mountain with a
small party of about 20 men, and urging on him
the necessity of bringing all the forces he could
collect to the assistance of O'Brien at Cashel.
Having heard from some mountaineers that Do-
heny had left an hour before for Carrick, Mr.
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M. continued his journey in that direction, and,
in the neighourhood of Carrick, and about two
miles outside the town, met his friend Mr, O'Ma-
hony, at a forge, superintending the manufacture
of pikes. This forge being near his (O'M.s)
residence, Mr. M. dismissed his car and went
with O’Mahony to his house, where he met Do-
heny, who had only a little before arrived there.
After taking a sleep of about two hours Mr. M. pro-
ceeded along the Suir opposite to Coolnamuck, on
his way to Waterford, and, at nine o’clock in the
morning, crossed the ford on horseback, accom:
panied by O'Mahony and a guide.

Having passed the river at Coolnamuck, he found
a covered car for Carrick, which had been ordered
by O’M.’s servant, waiting to receive him. Here,
having parted with his friends, he continued his
Jjourney through Portlawto Waterford. When pass-
ing through Carrickbeg, one of the wheel-bands of
the vehicle broke; this accident occasioned consi-
derable delay. Whilst being repaired Mr. M. retired
into a honse on the roadside, where he heard that
pikes were making through the whole country
round, and that the people were in readiness, as
soon as called on to co-operate. He reached Water-
ford about four o'clock, p.m., and privately made
his way to the residence of the Rev. Mr. F.,
and there learned that the city was in a state of
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great excitement, and that there were five war
steamers in the river to keep the people in check.

Whilst here, a report reached the city that Cashel
was taken by Smith O'Brien, and that the military
and police had surrendered their arms. On hearing
this, Mr. Meagher immediately after dinner, wrote
a letter to the secretary of the Wolfe Tone Club, di-
recting him to arm the members of that club, and to
hold them in readiness to march at half-past ten
o'clock that night, each man having been previously
provided with provisions for three days. He pointed
out the old Cork road, as the line of their march,
and engaged to meet them at twelve o'clock, near
the village of Portlaw.

Having at eight o’clock, sent a letter conveying
these instructions to Mr. Condon, the Secretary,
Mr. Meagher procured a car from the city, and
went on direct to Portlaw. Dismissing the car
within two miles of that village, he withdrew into
a grove where, overpowered by fatigue and loss
of rest he fell asleep, and did not awake for more
than two hours. On awaking he found it was
midnight, and consequently that the hour had ar-
rived when his friends should be approaching. He
listened—he endeavoured to catch the sound of
the measured tread of men advancing in military
array; but no such sound fell on his ear—all
around was the silence and solitude of the grave.
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Burning with impatience he retraced his steps to-
wards Waterford, but had not proceeded more
than half-a-mile when he was met by three men,
of whom Clondon was one, who said that his letter
did not reach him ’till nearly two hours after its
being dispatched and that it was literally impossi-
ble for him at that advanced hour of the night
te collect men and equip them for the journey ;
Mr. M. bitterly regretied the disappointment, as
he had engaged to meet Mr. O'Brien at Callan, on
the following day, at the head of the men of Bal-
lybrieken, but as the performance of this engage-
ment was now impracticable, and as it was neces-
sary to apprise Mr. O'Brien of the cause of the
disappointment, it was agreed that Mr. M. should
start for Callan to meet O'Brien—Condon having
engaged to furnish 600 men, well armed and pro-
visioned, with the greatest expedition, on receiving
a letter from Mr. M. to that effect. After this,
the parties separated. Mr. Condon and one of his
companions returned to Waterford, Mr, M. and
the other proceeded to Carrick, which they reached
after a rainy and inclement night, at four o'clock
in the morning, (Wednesday, 26.)

When approaching the bridge of Carrickbeg,
Mr. M. and his companions were met by two
labourers, who told them they could not pass the
bridge, as it was defended by twenty policemen
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with bayonets fixed, and loaded carbines. One of
the poor men invited the weary travellers into his
humble dwelling, which was convenient-—-an invi-
tation which was very thankfully accepted. Here
oaten bread and whiskey-— the only species of re-
freshment the house afforded were placed before
them, and whilst they were feasting on them, five
orsix of the neighbours came in and entered freely
into conversation with the strangers on the subject
of the approaching troubles. Here Mr. M. learned
for the first time that it was the general opinion
that the movement was premature---thai the peo-
ple were without food, and that the enemy would
destroy the crop before it could be gathered in,
and thereby take away all means of subsisting the
patriot army during a protracted struggle ; mean~
time the woman of the house having learned the
quality of her visitor, and the wretched state to
which he was reduced by rain and fatigue, said
“ Sure it would drive us to anything to see you a
born gentleman, cast from the lap of luxury upon
the world in this way, and if Father Byrne would
only give us the word, it is little we'd think of
ourselves.” During this conversation a covered
car arrived from the town, in which Mr. M. and his
companion immediately drove off to O'Mahony’s,
and there went to rest, as on the morning before,
and slept for three hours.
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Here Mr. M. was met by Rev. Mr. Byrne, who
begged of him not to begin the movement so soon,
as the country was not prepared for it, and im-
plored of him in the most passionate terms to flee
to America and wait for a more proper time.
Above all, he besought him not to make Carrick
the theatre of the ontbreak. To these expostula-
tions Meagher replied that it was quite out of the
question, his going to Ameriea ; that were he to do
s0,hewould thereby forieit the confidenceof the peo-
ple, and that Gavan Duffy and John Martin would
be transported before his return; which would so
damage their causé as no subsequent efforts could
repair. He promised, however, to communicate
with O'Brien and to exert his influence with him,
that the first operations should not take place at
Carrick, though it was expected that Carrick would
act at the commencement of the rising. Father
Byrne said he did not object to have Carrick act as
an auxiliary, but that he was decidedly opposed to
have it made the head-quarters. Towards the close
of the interview, Meagher said that he felt con-
vinced that they would be compelled to fight within
eight days at most ; to which Father Byrne replied
that even that time, short as it was, would be of
great advantage, as it would give the people an
opportunity of being better prepared. Mr. Byrne
returned to Carrick and Meagher sat down to
break fast.
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Just, however, as he was preparing to start
for Callan, to join O'Brien, Messrs. Leyne and
Halpin arrived with the intelligence that all
O’Brien’s movements were unproductive of any
beneficial results—-that there appeared to be no
concert among the leaders, nor enthusiasm among
the people—that Devin Reilly had left Cashel anud
proceeded in quest of Doheny to Slievenamon,
where both were at present hiding amongst the
ravines and caverns of the mountain.*

After a long conversation in O'Mahony's gar-
den, it was at last resolved that Halpin should
start that night for Dublin, with positive orders to
have the railway torn up at five or six different
places, so as to prevent the troops from being con-
centrated at Thurles and Kilkenny, and with in-
structions to the Dublin clubs to be ready for
action, in case of any movement in the city.

Meagher and O’Mahony had not proceeded far
in the direction of Callan, when a messenger over-
took them to say that a party of dragoons from
Carrick was in full pursuit of them, for the pur-

® Messrs. Leyno and Halpin, having parted with Devin Reilly
at Cashel, who henceforward united his fortune with Doheny,
and took refuge with him in the fastnesses of Slievenamon, di.
rected their course to Carrick, in quest of M., where a Mr, Kava-
nagh, learning their object, conducted them through the narrow

lanes of the town to the house of O'Mahony, where they found
Meagher preparing to start for Callan.
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pose of arresting Meagher. On hearing this, both
the gentlemen leaped from the car, and immedi-
ately fled towards Slievenamon. Meagher flung
his green military cap into a ditch, and after a
long run reached Mr. Coghlan’s farm-house at two
o’clock, where he went to bed for a few hours.

Meanwhile, Leyne and Halpin stopped for din-
ner at O'Mahony’s, and, after an interview with
Mandeville, a confederate, it was agreed that
Leyne should join Meagher, and remain with him
till such time as O’Mahony and Mandeville could
be able to raise the peasantry in their district,
whilst Halpin should start direct on his mission to
Dablin, as already determined.

Towards evening Leyne, accompanied by his
friend Halpin, was conducted to Coghlan’s farm-
house, where Mr. M. was staying. Here the friends
parted. Leyne slept with Meagher, and hence-
forward became his companion in all his perils
and sufferings ; whilst Halpin, instead of fulfilling
his engagement, immediately on his arrival in
town went to the rooms of the League, and there
coolly penned and published an inflammatory letter,
for which he was arrested the following day.
Halpin travelled in the disguise of a priest.

At twelve o'clock on Wednesday, 26th July,
Mr. O'Brien despatched from Mullinahone Cant-
well and O'Donoghue, with a letter to Meagher :
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they had just gone half way, when they were met
by Dr. O'Ryan, conveying a letter from Meagher
to O'Brien. After a short consultation it was ar-
ranged that both pariies should exchange leiters
and return back. When Cantwell and O'Donoghue
had reached Mullinahone, they learned that Mr.
O’Brien had left for Ballingarry, at the head of a
large party. They followed and overtook them
within two miles of that village, accompanied by
a muliitude of people, wild in their enthusiasm,
because their parish priest, the Rev. E. Prender-
gast, drove at their head, and, as it were, by his
presence consecrated their cause. (See note 4.)

CHAPTER V.

ARRIVAL AT BALLINGARRY, AND SPEECHES OF 0'BRIEN,
DILLON, &c.

This enthusiasm was, however, suddenly damped,
and in a quarter where it might have been ex-
pected that an effort would be made to turn it to
good account in favour of the movement. For Mr,
O’Brien had no sooner reached Ballmgarry than
he addressed the people from the chapel wall. He
spoke of the struggle in which they were about
to engage, and asked his hearers would they allow

A, 1.
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him to be arrested by the Queen's troops ? They,
of course, declaved with one voice that they
never would. He next told them that as their

cause was a holy one, it should not be disgraced,
by any outrage on person or property, and that

he would punish with death any one of his

followers who would injure the property of any
man—that he would now dismiss them all for the
night, retaining only twenty men to form a body-
guard, and that he expected that every man whom
he then addressed would return to his standard at
an early hour the next day, supplied with provisions
for at least four days;: the quality of provisions
which he would recommend was oatmeal bread
and hard eggs. )

Mr. Dillon next addressed the meeting, but at
once perceived that his words found no response
in the hearts of his hearers, nor was he altogether..
unprepared for such a result, when he recollected
that most of those he was then addressing, were
prompted to join the movement solely in the
hope of being fed. Indeed to any one it must ha‘te
appeared:little less than solemn mockery of their
wants, to tell a people living on a daily allowance
of a pound of Indian meal to return on the follow-
ing day bringing with them, every man, four days’
provisions. The people dispersed downcast and dis-
spivited, and {rom this day forward never again
came together in such numbers,
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At seven o’clock Messrs. O'Brien, Dillon, O’ Do-
nohue, and Cantwell sat down to dinner, and were
shortly after joined by Doheny and Devin ‘Reilly,
from Callan. During dinner the conversation na-
turally turned on the course they were to pursue,
in order to insure success, Dillon thought it an
act of fatuity to engage in such a movement, s}nd
utterly impossible to prolong it for any time with-
outresorting to the usual expediént of making the
propertyof the country support those who were bat-
tling for the interests and independence of the
country. Besides, with regard to Ireland, there
was a more imperative reason to demand the adop-
tion of this course. The property of the n:-;,tion
was, in a great measure in the hands of the national
enemy, and would unquestionably be employed
against us. Convert this property for the present
to national purposes and you thereby secure means
for subsisting your army, and depriv_g.th.e foreign
enemy of one of his most potent anxlll.a?les. Do-
heny was for taking Carrick, and seizing on the
bank of that and other towns, which he would
make subserve the national exigencies. -All
present dissented from this opinion as. injurious
to the people, and calculated to bring disgrace on
their cause. But Mr. O'Brien went farther, and de-
clared that under no circumstances whatever “:cmld
he be induced to assent to the line of policy pointed
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out by Mr. Dillon, for reasons repeatedly expressed
by him already. Devin Reilly could see no pros-
pect of the ultimate triumph of their cause from
the agencies at present available. They had none
of the elements of success, and he recommended
that the struggle be postponed for three weeks,
when the nation would be in a better position to
resist ; the harvest would be gathered in—Father
K would be ready with a large force to act by
that time, and he, Devin Reilly, had the strongest
assurance from Major L., that he had 10,000 men
in the County Tipperary and other places under
drill, which he would be able to bring into the
field at the same period. O'Brien was totall y op-
posed to any farther delay, and would not consent
to have the struggle postponed for a single day,
on which Doheney and Reilly retired to Sliev-
namon,

After dinner barriers were erected on the roads
leading to Templemore and Callan, and twelve
men, armed with guns and pikes, were stationed to
defend each. At eleven Mr. O'Brien inspected the
barricades previously to his retiring to rest. Messrs.
Dillon, O'Donohue, and Stephens also stretched
themselves on a pallet for a few hours, Cantwell

- having remained up to inspect the guards on the

burricades.

Before O'Brien retired to rest, two deputies ar-
c
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rived from Kilkenny to inform him that the gar.
rison of that city was reinforced since the previous
Monday, and that of the seven hundred men en-
rolled in the clubs there, only fifty were returned
as armed and ready to co-operate. After making
their report the deputies got back to Kilkenny,
under favor of the night, without having encoun-
tered any danger on the way.

About one o'clock, O'Brien was called up by two
countrymen, armed with pikes, who presented
themselves before him, with a gentleman whom
they had made prisoner at some distance from the
village, and whom they believed to be a spy. This
gentleman was no other than Terence Bellew Mac-
Manus, an ardent confederate, who had come direct
from Liverpool, on hearing that the people had
appeared in arms. He was, however, the herald
of discouraging news. He stated that he had en-
deavoured to procure two hundred armed men
from the Liverpool Clubs to undertake a secret
expedition, where he was certain of success, and
yet the clubs could not furnish that small number
out of their united body; his contemplated enter-
prise consequently failed. He purposed to surprise
a depot of arms and ammunition, badly defended
in the vicinity of Liverpool, and after making him-
self master of these munitions of war, to sail im-
mediately with his whole force to Wexford, where
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he hoped to raise and arm the peasantry in his
progress through the country. He had three small
steamers chartered at Liverpool, to transport his
men thither with the least possible delay.

At two o’clock, on Thursday, 27th,0"Brien, Mac-
Manus,and Stephens took charge of the barricades,
thereby giving Cantwell the advantage of a few
hours’ sleep, previous to his beiug employed on a

more active and perilous mission during the day.

At three o'clock O'Mahony arrived with a letter
from Meagher to O’Brien, requesting him to fall
back on Slievenamon with all his foree, which
course, O'Brien thinking to be the best in the
eritical circumstances in which he was placed, was
resolved to adopt, and with this view retained
O’Mahony till a late hour in the afternoon, expect-
ing the people would come in considerable num-
bers to join him during the day. But he had the
mortification to witness the fatal effect which his
speech of the previous evening had on the minds
of the people, for they did not come in any consi-
derable numbers.
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CHAPTER VL
DEPUTATION TO TEMPLEDERRY.

At five o'clock Cantwell was despatched with a
letter for Father K. exhorting him to take
the field at the head of his men, and thereby create
a diversion in his neighbourhood. As this mission
was of an urgent nature, Cantwell seized a farmer's
horse and rode to Littleton, from which place he con-
tinued his journey by the mail car to the suburbs
of Thurles, having first committed the horse to the
care of a man who engaged to have him returned
to his owner. At Littleton he was joined by G. B.,
who succeeded in procuring at Thurles a private
car, which conveyed them to Templederry, without
encountering the suspicions of the police.

On presenting their letter, Mr. K. declared he
could not think of acting on its suggestions, as he
totally condemned the course pursued by O’Brien,
as fatal to the cause. He recommended them,
however, to see Mr. Dowling, of Newport, who
was ready to act on hearing from Mr. O'Brien.
It was then agreed that Butler should return to
Mr. O'B., whilst Cantwell would go in quest of
Dowling, and see what might be done through his
agency in furtherance of the movement. On
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reaching Newport he found that Dowling had
just gone in the direction of Keeper-hill to avoid
arrest, as he had learned that six detectives were
on his track for several days before. Cantwell
pursued him thither, and at seven in the evening
found him in a respectable farmer's house at the
foot of the mountain, ready to take to the hills at
the first signal of pursuit. The two started for
Templederry towards night-fall, and after a toil-
some and arduous journey over the hills, and
through unfrequented glens, they reached their
destination at one o'clock the next morning. On
calling at a farmer’s house in the neighbourhood,
to seek shelter for the night, they were surprised
to find there Messrs. Meagher and Leyne, who had
arrived about an hour before.

We have seen already that O’Mahony was des-
patched by Meagher, at a late hour on Wednesday
night, with a letter to O'Brien, suggesting the
necessity of his falling back on Slievenamon, and
that he was not permitted by O'Brien to return
with an answer till a late hour on Thursday even-
ing, though he had engaged to Meagher to be
back before sunrise on that morning. Weary of ex-
pectation,and impatient of further delay, Meagher,
accompanied by his friend Leyne, started at two
o'clock in the evening from Slievenamon for

Templederry, where they arrived at midnight, and
c2
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finding Mr. K. to be from home, put up for the
night at a farmer's house in the neighbourhood.
When passing through Borrisoleigh they had oc-
casion to call on a friend, and during the few
moments they remained in conversation with him,
their car-driver was accosted by the police, who
wished to know the names and business of the
travellers. The driver with much promptitude
and presence of mind replied, that they were stu-
dents from the College of Thurles, going home
for vacation. The readiness of the car-driver’s
reply disarmed all suspicion, and the two travellers,
favoured by the dusk, passed through the town
without being recognised or exposed to further
scratiny, though the streets were literally thronged
with police and detectives.

At seven o'clock the next morning Mr. K. in-
vited the four gentlemen to his house to break-
fast. Here he reiterated his condemnation of the
course pursued by O'Brien,and could foreseenothing
but disaster and defeat to result from it. * See,
gentlemen,” said he, “it is purely utopian to at-
tempt revolutionizing a country, or expect to con-
duct it to any successful issue, through the agencies
employed by O’Brien. If you are in earnest you
must engage the very passions of the people, nay,
you must work on their worst passions, and make
them subserve the movement. You should seize
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on all the property of the country—the corn, the
cattle, nay, the very plate of the enemy should be
secured and converted into cash for the payment
of foreign officers, who will hereby discipline your
army. You should seize on the person of every
aristocrat, and every other friend of the govern-
ment, and hold them as hostages; and should the
enemy, brutal as he probably would be, so forget
the usages of legitimate warfare, as to shoot all
the prisoners taken by them, on the plea of their
being rebels, you will have it in your power to
retaliate, by executing one of their friends and
allies for every man of yours so treated by them.”
Such is an outline of the vicws entertained by
Father K on the subject of revolutionary
war., These views he discussed in detail, and with
such force of argument, as to impress his visitors
with a high opinion of his capacity to organize
and direct the movement, if he could be induced
to embark heart and soul in the struggle. This,
however, he declined to do, and so the deputies
departed, at eight o'clock, to join O’B. once more
at Slievenamon.

Just as they were about to start, word was
conveyed to them that I. F. Lalor, a prominent
confederate, was arrested during the night at a
house in the neighbourhood. This intelligence
warned them of the necessity of hastening their
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depature from the place ; and so, after having di-
rected their course through the mountain roads,
they overtook O'B. at three o'clock in the evening,
a few miles beyond Kilenaule, on his way to the
commons of Ballingarry.

We shall now return to Mr. O'Brien, and the
other leaders, whom he left at Ballingarry, on the
morning of Thursday, the 27th, engaged in de-
fending that village against any sudden approach
of the enemy.

At five o’clock on that morning Cantwell was
despatched on his mission to Templederry, and
with what result we have already seen.

CHAPTER VIL
THE PROCEEDINGS AT BALLINGARRY,

At seven Mr. MacManus wasordered out to recon-
noitre the country, and, if possible, to bring some
accurate intelligence regarding the movements of
the police and troops. To effect this object he
volunteered to ride into Callan, and, with this
view, seized on a horse of Mr. Going’s, of Bally-
philip. At different parts of the road he exhorted
the people to join the national banner, and en-
deavoured to inspire them with the same degree
of enthusiasm for the cause which burned in his
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own patriot breast. About 600 of the peasantry
were collected during the forenoon, of whom 50
were armed with muskets, and about 150 with
sceythes, pitchforks, and pikes. Mr. O'B. reviewed
and exercised the men armed with muskets, in
street and hedge-firing for better than an hour,
and Mr. Dillon drilled the pike-men during the
same time, principally instructing them in the
mode of making a charge, and performing some
other simple evolutions. Stephens was employed
to direct the manceuvres, and frequently after-
wards expressed his astonishment at the rl‘exterity
with which these humble peasants used their wea-
pons, and their surprising aptitude in learning and
performing these military exercises.

During the day MacManus returned from Callan,
and reported a large military and constabulary
force stationed there, and under orders to hold
themselves in readiness to march into the disturbed
district.

Shortly after a messenger arrived to say that a
gentleman resided about four miles distant who
had fifty stand of arms in his house. Stephens and
MaecManus were ordered with twelve musketeers
by Mr. O'Brien, to go and capture them, and in
case of resistance, to attack the house. The party
departed on their mission, but had scarcely gone
a mile and a-half when a courier, despatched by
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O'Brien, countermanded them, and ordered them
back. On their return they found all the people
drawn up in line, and immediately an order was
given to march towards Slievenamon. The fifty
musketeers, commanded by Dillonformed the van,
the pikemen, led by O'B. closed the rere, whilst
the baggage and unarmed portion of the people
moved along in the centre.

CHAPTER VIIT.
SECOND VISIT T0O MULLINAHONE,

At three o'clock, p.m., they arrived at Mullina-
hone, where they were received with the greatest
enthusiasm, and an assurance that pikes were ma-
nufactured in great numbers since the last visit.
Mr. O'B. here, at his own expense, supplied every
man witha two-penny loaf and a cup of water. To-
wards the close of the refection the Rev. Mr. Cahill,
the Curate of the parish, having recognised some of
his people in the ranks, called a few of them aside
and cautioned them of the terrible consequences
that were sure to befall them unless they speedily
abandoned their folly and returned to their homes,
A great many went away, about 100 remained,
and with these O'B. continued his march in the
direction of Slievenamon. They had, however,

Y

3

proceeded scarcely a mile beyond Mullinahone,
when nearly eighty of the number deliberately
filed off, leaving only about twenty after them.
In the presence of such a defection, and with such
a wretched force, O'B., abandoned all idea of pro-
ceeding further towards Slievenamon. So dismiss-
ing the few followers that still adhered to him, he
called his friends together and took their opinions
as to what was most advisable to be done under
the present discouraging aspect of their affairs. I¢
was proposed that they should separate, every one
into a different district, and organise the people—
that he should throw himself upon his tenantry a¢
Cahermoyle, and there form the nucleus of a more
combined and general movement, with which local
leaders would be able to co-operate, or if not, en-
deavour to gain the military and police of the dis-
trict.  After various projects were discussed and
rejected, it was finally determined that another
cffort should be made in the neighbourhood around
Slievenamon, which, from its natural position and
its proximity to Kilkenny, Carrick, Waterford,
Clonmel, and other seats of Confederate sentiment
was so well suited for their purpose

In this state of things rumour reached that the
Callan police were preparing to attack them, when
O'Brien gave orders to march towards Kilenaule,
and for this purpose got cars from Mullinahone.
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The party started late in the evening, and ar-
rived in Kilenaule at half past one o'clock on
Friday morning. On their way they met Mr.
Butler returning from Templederry, who com-
municated to them all that had oceurred.

In Kilenaule they found the hotel guarded by
five or six workmen, through fear of an outbreak.
O'Brien asked what were the feelings of the people,
and these men told Lim that they were all armed,
and ready for action in his cause. After this he
retired to rest.

CHAPTER IX.
IN KILENAULE AGAIN,

At seven o'clock on Friday, O'Brien ordered
MacManus and Stephens to reconnoitre and re-
port on the general aspect of the country. This
order was no sooner given than countermandad by
another to O'Donohoe and Stephens, that they
would lead an armed procession through the town ;
which they did, accompanied by great numbers—
from two to three hundred men. 8. O’Brien
ascended the neighbouring heights to take a sur-
vey of the surrounding country, and, whilst thus
occupied, was told that a troop of horse were on
their way to the town—this was a company of the

L
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8th Hussars on their way to escort the Judge of
assizes to Nenagh—and in a few moments the ad-
vanced guard rode up. At once, O'Donoghue,
MacManus, (calledout of bed,) Dillon,and Stephens
went to erect barricades in the main street—carts,
ladders, beams of timber, and creels of turf were
quickly brought together, and in twenty minutes
three large barricades were erected. MacManus
goes up the hills from which O'Brien had just
returned. He (O’B.)) was compelled by the
others to place himself in the rere of a house near
the first barricade, with a view to his safety. At
this moment a general shout announced the ap-
proach of two troops of horse, on which Dillon
mounted the first barricade, with stones in both
his hands, Stephens did the same, armed with a
rifle, and presented it at the officer in command.
A labouring man also, to whom S. O’Brien gave
a rifle, and twelve or fourteen of the inhabitants,
armed with pikes and guns, defended the barri-
cades, The officer requested leave to pass, and
asked if there were any more barricades in his
way. O'Donoghue replied there were two others
well defended, and desired Dillon to parley with
the officer in command till O'Brien’s wishes
were known as to what course they should pursue.
His orders were to allow the officer to pass, if he
would pledge his honour that he would not arrest
n
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S. O'Brien. The officer having done so was al-
lowed to pass amidst cheers from the people.

CHAPTER X.

THEY RETURN ON FRIDAY EVENING TO THE COMMONS
OF BALLINGARRY.

Ar eleven o'clock O'Brien, Dillon, O'Donoghue,
MacManus, and Stephens proceeded by car 1o
the collieries, ('Brien harangued the people on
different occasions along the road. At the cross
of Glangoole, on the way to New Birmingham,
he erected barricades to obstruct pursuit, and
about half a mile farther on le took shelter from
the rain. Ie was shortly after joined by Mr.
Byrne and others. Meagher and Leyne, with
those who were sent to consult with Father K—,
having heard that O'Brien was at Kilenaule has-
tened thither to meet him; but on their arrival
were told he had left two hours before for the
collierics, They followed, and about three o’clock
overtook him on his way to the commons. Here
all theleaders werecollected together—the greatest
number that had met for a considerable time, viz,,
O’Brien, Dillon, O'Donoghue, Dohency, Leyne,
Meagher, Cantwe'l, MacManus, Devin Reilly,
Stephens, and O'Maheny, with many others.  All
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proceeded to the commons, accomparied by a
great multitude. A council of war was imme-
diately held to deliberate on the course they ought
to pursue. O'Brien was unanimously voted to the
¢hair, The different members succesively expressed
their opinions.

O’Brien relused to say anything, lest his address
might influence others in expressing their opinions,
Dillon recommended to take a house in Kilkenny,
and from it to issue a proclamation announcing
an Irish republie. Devin Reilly declared he would
sooner be shot than witness another like this day’s
exhibition—boys and girls, and unarmed men,
neither capable of offering resistance, nor of afford.-
ing protecton. With one voice, indeed, all con-
demned such a mode of warfare as fatal to success,
O’Brien remained inflexible, though all were una-
nimous that the best thing to be done was to take
different directions—every one in his own district
to raisethepeasantry, create diversions, and thereby
distract the enemy. Dillon, however, continued
with O'Brien, more from a sense of honour than
the hope of effecting any good, or a desire to be
considered as approving of his mad project. He
was ultimately persuaded by Meagher to leave for
Roscommon, and try if Athlone could be taken.
Even O'Brien consented to this as the only way
f escape remaining for him. e also begged of
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the rest, nay, commanded them to leave him and
consult for their own safety, to which at last they
reluctantly yielded. Meagher, Leyne, O'Donoghuc,
and O’Mahony went towards Carrick, through Bal-
lingarry, and stopped that night near Nine-mile-
house. At Ballingarry they met a body of men,
preceded by fife and drum, going to join 8.
O'Brien at the commons. Leyne made them a
present of a green flag. Devin Reilly and Do-
heny returned to their old haunts on Slicvenamon,
and were not seen afterwards. Of all the rest
only MacManus and Stephens remained with Smith
O'Brien.

Saturday, 29.—Leyne, Meagher, and O'Do-
noghue remained till night on Mockler's-rock,
near Carrick, waiting the return of a courier they
had sent to Ballingarry, who misled them by a
false report of O'Brien’s proceedings there on that
day. They, however, remained this night, and
the following day (Sunday), at , higher up
on Slievenamon. At night they were joined by
O'Mahony and MacManus, who came from the
commons, and also by P. J. Barry, and Gray of
Dublin. The two last having come unexpected,
were to them objects of suspicion, and accordingly
they devised a plan to get rid of them. They were
ordered off on a mission to Dublin, but were seen in
Carrick on the following day, and, to excuse them-
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selves, pretended it was Meagher and Leyne who
ought to have gone. Leyne, Meagher, O'Do-
noghue, and MacManus retraced their steps, and
having been conducted over lills, were kindly
received by at Peafield, where there were
three brothers, who acted nobly towards them.
On Monday, (the 31st,) they remained concealed
in heather the entive day. At length, on a car
being ordered from Fethard, they drove through
Holyeross to Clonoulty, and, at four o'clock on
Tuesday, knocked up T. Molony out of bed. Leyne
started on the mid-day train for Limerick, with
important despatches from Meagher to Mr. K., his

~ solicitor; and letters from MacManus to MacC.

Having arrived in Limerick, at a quarter past two
o'clock, he was exposed to much danger from
policemen and detectives, and had to wait two
hours at Morris's hotel before he saw those he
expected. Left by the half-past five o'clock train
for Tipperary, then started by car for Clonoulty,
and reached Molony's at half-past ten o'clock.
Here scouts gave notice of alarm, at which the
party fled to the fields, but reassured, they re-
turned, remained an hour, and then slept in T. K's
barn.

Wednesday, 2nd Aug.—Went through Glen-
ough, and slept at a peasant’s hat; but wishing
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to avoid Holycross we had a narrow escape from
policemen.
4th Aug.— All day in the fields; slept at
Father Denis's, but wera turned out by James.
End of the MS. of the Confederates.

Hore T will take the liherty of mentioning an dote of Futher
Denis, so characteristic of his good nature, that T hope to be
excused for introdueing it. Through life he was distingnished for
hospitality, and on the occasion of seeing fine young fellows out-
Jawed and exiled for loving Ireland, “ not wisely, but too wall,”
his inmost soul yearnod with sympathy for them. He gave them
food and entertainment, and with other necessaries, he also sup-
plied them with linen, of which they were much in need. By
doing 0, he never thought he was transgressing any luw, human
or divine, until some friend reminded him, that he had been an
accomplice in treason, and subjected himself to its severest penal-
ties, which 8o terrified him, that for the first time in his life he
vogrotted having been hospitable.

MY OWN ACCOUNT.

INTRODUCTION.

Tur following narrative of events, which oc-
curred in this neighbourhood in the summer of 48,
has been suggested by different versions of them
which have gone abroad ; some giving me too much
credit, and others too little, and mostly all founded

on erroneous impressions, From this brief record

of them it will be seen, that my part in them was
not the result of choice, but of necessity ; and that
I had no wish to be the adherent of either party,
but a mediator between both. If by it, error be
removed, and matters appear in their true light,
the only object 1 have in view will be accomplished.
To vindiecate my own conduct and motives from
misrepresentation, and the people from much ob-
loquy, I thought fit to notice, in a general manner,
the previous current of events, which led to so ak-
rupt and unexpected a termination.

This narrative does not pretend to elegance of
style or diction. It is chiefly a circumstantial his-
tory of facts; which will be more easily excused
in a person whose life is one of labour, not of study,
and whose business is more in the cabins of the poor,
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than in the saloons of fashion or the abodes of the
rich.

I can hardly expect that it will not displease
many, as it treats both parties with eqnal imparti-
ality. But to praise or censure I am alike indiffe-
rent, as I only wish to give a truthful account of
what T witnessed.

It is the only—perhaps the best legacy—I ean
leave to a people whom I esteem and love, that it
may serve, on one hand, as a warning against sla-
vish subserviency to those in power, who abuse
their authority for selfish purposes, who traffic on
the administration of the laws, who banish justice
from her legitimate tribunal, and render the com-
mission of the peace odious or contemptible; and
on the other hand, to inculeate rational obedience’v
to constituted authorities, to dissuade them from
secret societies and every illegal combination, and
especially, that they may be never again deluded
into any crude and abortive and foclish attempt at
rebellion.

P. Frrzaerarn.

Barnixeanny,

March 1, 15868,
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PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS.

—— “ thy chains as they rankle, thy blood as it runs,

But make thee more painfully dear to thy sons,

Whose hearts like the young of the desert bird's nest,

Drink love in each life-drop that flows from thy breast.”
MooREe.

Orrex reflecting on the outbreak of the Insur-
vection in this parish in the summer of 1848, I al-
ways believed that so long expected an event was
connected with very few circumstances worthy of
being commemorated, and that, if the brief history
of the last week of July in this year were con-
signed for ever to oblivion, the loss to posterity
would be inconsiderable. For, whether it is to be
attributed to the depressed condition of the popu
lation produced by the unexampled sufferings of a
famine of three years' continuance, or to the inca-
pacity of its authors, or to the efforts of govern-
ment to frustrate their measures by anticipating
them, it is certain that no failure could be more
signal; nor does the memory of man easily furnish
another instance of preparations made with so much
persevering endurance, and threats of so much vio-
lence, terminating in equal disappointment. Too

much occupied with the labours of the mission, and
D2
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meditating only on fulfilling its duties, I had nei-
ther leisure nor inclination for other pursuits, nor
any intention of taking farther notice of this sub-
ject, which has for years been numbered amongst
the things that were ; but the solicitation of others,
whose judgment T respect more than my own, has
induced me to adopt a different course, and to give
a simple narrative of the circumstances which oe-
curred in this parish and neighbourhood, of which
I was an eye-witness, and reluctantly compelled,
whether for good orill, in its last and closing scene
to have a considerable share.

“ Qumque ipge miserrima vidi eb quornm pars magna fui,”

If I should fall into any mistake, it will not be
from favour or partiality, as I never had any con-
nection with either party, being alike indifferent
to both, and equally disapproving of their policy.
For I thought that, if the government were as
anxious to prevent the famine as to put down rebel-
lion, the difficulty would not be greater in one case
than in the other; and yet the people were left to
die in thousands and tens of thousands, without any
legal enactment for their relief, when the suspen-
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act was only the work
of twenty-four hours' legislation. And on the
other hand, I considered that to resort to violence
was the worst possible way of redressing grie-
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vances, and that the achievement of a nation’s li-
berty would be too dearly purchased by the effu-
sion of human blood.

From the passing of the Relief Bill to the Repeal
Agitation, the country seemed to enjoy a state of
uninterrupted tranquillity, as if the people regarded
this long-sought boon as the accomplishment of
all their wishes.* But when, after some year's
experience, it was found that the same hostile
spirit which resisted it so long, still frustrated the
law and deprived it of any salutary effect, a wide-
spread feeling of indignation began to burn in
the hearts of the people, which required only a
breath to be rekindled into a flame. 'When O'Con-
nell trusted too confidingly to his alliance with the
Whigs, and saw his forbearance rewarded with

* Tor some years after, till the settlement of the Tithe Ques.
tion, the kingdom was much disturbed by the opposition every
whera given to its eolloction, people believing ita very great griev-
ance to have to contribute to the sapport of two churches, one of
which they loved as much as they hated the other. Bub this re.
sistance was nob insurrectionary ; it was not against the govern-
ment, but againt an obnoxious statute, and was only passive, un-
less when its payment was enforced by the aid of military and
police.

This desultory warfare against an odious and tyrannical im.

* post was attended in many places with the loss of human life and

the effugion of much blood, until its final settlement in 1836, when
it wns converted into rent-charge; the name only being changed,
and the abomination itself continued.
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their habitual perfidy, he'had no other resource
but in an appeal to the country, His reappearance
on the popular arena was hailed with shouts of en-
thusiastic delight. The word “Repeal,” as him-
self used to say, had a magic sound with the people,
and no other went more home to their liearts. The
voicewhich before from the Corn Exchange roused
the mation from its lethargy, and shook by its
thunder the portals of the constitution, was listened
to by thousands with renewed rapture. The pea-
santry, who travelled from a distance of many
miles, hung upon his accents with mute astonish-
ment, and would be ready to scale the rampart or
f1ce the cannon's mouth at his command.  History
affords no other instance of a whole nation so sub-
dued to the will of one man, who possessed no au-
thority over them but that which was acquired by
the majestic power of his eloquence, and their un-
bounded confidence in his moral honesty and sin-
cere devotion to their canse. What Napoleon was
to the army, O'Connell was to the people—their
idol. The State Trials gave the firsi shock to this
peaceful organization, as well as to the mighty
wind by which it was moved and animated. He
outlived his imprisonment a few years, but he never
recovered from its effects. The Repeal flag was
again unfurled, and monster meetings held ; but
this was a final and transient effort. Of the gi-

L
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gantic energy of mind and body, which no labour
conld exhaust, which defied delay, and confronted,
unappalled, the greatest perils, a wreck only re-
mained. But what the State Trials began, the
Secession and the Famine accomplished. Sink-
ing under the weight of age and declining health,
he felt unequal to the conflict, and as a suitable
close of a life devoted to the service of religion
and country, he proposed. to visit the Tombs of
the Apostles, a blessing which he did not live to en-
joy,—and closed his eyes in a strange land, far
away from the country of his affections and the
people he so dearly loved.

The attainment of civil and religious liberty by
means preseribed by law, was the doctrine always
proclaimed by O'Connell, whether he designed it
to be general and applicable to all cases, or adapted
only to the constitution under which we live; but
to me it would appear certain, that, in any sense
or interpretation of it, and however qualified it may
be, he never intended practically to deviate from
it. The Young Ireland Party powerfully co-ope-
rated with him in the great agitation for Repeal,
but always inculcated, in poetry and prose, a dif-
ferent doctrine, viz, that to resort to arms was
sometimes just and necessary, when other means
were ineffectual—a doctrine also maintained by
the leaders of the Rebellion in '98, and sanctioned
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at the Revolution by the conduct of those who, to
guard against unconstitutional aggression, placed
a foreign prince upon the throne, and expelled the
legitimate and reigning monarch. This doctrine,
though often avowed, did not receive its full de-
velopment till 1816, when its advocates seceded
from the Association, and formed a distinet and
separate body. After the secession, its advisers
openly promulgated their purpose of making an
appeal to arms, which they vindicated by refers
ring to the calamitous state of the country.

They held that allegiance and protection were
reciprocal, and should co-exist or cease together;
and that, if ever resistance was lawful, it was when
the kingdom was desolated by famine; when the
people were dying in multitudes ; when strong
men fainted in the streets from hunger, and
mothers with infants at their breasts, were lying
dead upon the highways ; when cemeteries were
red with new-made graves, and, in many places,
from the immense mortality, the dead were cast
in heaps into the same pit, unshrouded and coffin-
less. This case, which was not at all exaggerated,
seemed plausible enough, and might in the opinion
of many, afford a sufficient cause, if, before its
final adoption, they had better considered their
means of carrying it into execution.

The people were accordingly made to listen to
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language, to which for thirty years previous they
had been unaccustomed. Before, they were warned
not to transgress the law, or go beyond the boun-
dary marked out by the constitution ; now, they
are advised to set law and constitation at defiance.
Before, it was often repeated to them, that the
greatest advantages woulil be too dearl y purchased
by the shedding of one drop of blood ; now, they
are told it is only in the battle-field that any ad-
vantage can be obtained. Heretofore, they were
told that passive obedience, and to act only in self-
defence, were the means of asserting their rights,
which are now to be sought for in the din of arms
and tomult of war, Itis unnecessary to say, that
such appeals, often repeated in a forcible and jin-
passioned style of eloquence, to a people steeped
to the lips in misery and destitution, and by men
who proved themselves at least trustworth y and
sincere by their self-devotion and the sacrifices
they were prepared to make, as well as the great
perils to which they were exposed, were heard
with attention, and produced a powerful effect.
Accordingly, in the beginning of '48, the ex-
citement was very great, and increased daily, till
the danger became imminent. Every moment the
outbreak was expected, though no one could pro-
nounce how soon it would ocenr ; but especially
in the month of May, when the trial of John
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Mitchel took place, under the new bill of treason-
felony. No one thought that the apostle and

prott;-nmrtyr of physical force would be allowed
to leave the country for a penal settlement, with-
out a practical illustration of his docrrine.. How-
ever, it passed away with great threatening anfl
excitement, but no hand was raised to prevent his
removal. A feeling of indignation spread throngh-
out the kingdom, which gave the enemy a tempo-
rary triumph, and was considered a proof of weak-
ness or pusillanimity for having lost a great op-
portunity. Many expressed surprise and regret
that Ireland should be deprived of so illustriou

a patriot when she most required his aid. But the
crisis had not yet arrived. It was only accelerated
by this event, as well as by the seizure of t'he
Tribune, Felon, and Nation newspapers, which
quickly followed.

These repeated aggressions of the gov-ernment.
though they failed to provoke hostilities, were
answered in the usually strong language of menace
and defiance. Many thought that the imfurgems
were only biding their time—waiting till their
plans would be more fully matured, and that tlu.m'
rising would be more sudden and powerful; while
others regarded it more as a symptom of weak-
ness than of prudence and foresight. To me
it is very clear that both parties looked forward
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to the time of harvest, but with very different
views; one, eager to anticipate it, and the other
anxiously expecting it j for it was easy to foresee
that suddenly raised forces, undisciplined and
disorganized, could not by any probability be kept
together in the present scarcity of provisions.
Whether the rebellion would prove more formid-
able in September than in July, may adwit of
doubt ; but it is certain, that by anticipating the
season of plenty, the government disconcerted all
their plans. But that which precipitated hostilities,
and rendered a conflict inevitable, was the sus-
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act, and the offer
of a large reward, with a warrant for the arrest of
Smith O’Brien. :
Forewarned by the fate of John Mitchel, and

the effect of the atrocious system of jury packing,
he resolved not to be its next vietim. From
Wexford, where its announcement first reached
him, he proceeded to the city of Kilkenny, visited
St. Canice’s Cathedral, and, from the summit of
the Round Tower and Cromwell's Chair, took a
view of the surrounding country.
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CHAPTER 1.
8. O'BRIEN IN CALLAN,

On Monday, 24th July, he arrived in Callan,
which is six miles east of Ballingarry. The news
of his arrival there produced the greatest excite-
ment thronghout the neizhbourhood. The shock
of an earthquake, or the eruption of a voleano,
could not have caused greater alarm. To this
many circumstances contributed. His character,
which was deservedly high ; his station in society;
his connexion with the aristocracy, especially those
who were most distinguished for their opposition
to popular rights, and their attachment to the
government against which he was now in arms.
He himself started on Tory principles, was re-
turned to parliament as such in the commence-
ment of his public career, but, endowed with a
strong mind and generous nature, he was soon
able to extricate himself from the trammels of
family influence. Tis greatest enemy will admit,
that it was his sympathy with the abject state of
misery to which he saw the country reduced by
misrule, that made him by degrees a convert to
liberal opinions, and ultimately placed him in the
foremost ranks of the people.
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It has been said that the pride of a noble and
illustrious lineage had some influence on him ;
concerning which, I can offer no opinion. But I
know that his family is amongst the most ancient
in Europe. It was old when Greece and Rome
were in their infancy. Before the foundations
were laid of the Parthenon and Acropolis, its kings
swayed the sceptre of Ireland ; and many genera-
tions of its dynasty had passed away, when Evander
occupied the Palatine Mount, and before the she-
woif suckled the twin-brothers, one of whom
founded the Seven-Hilled City, and bequeathed
to it an immortal name.

Sunday, the 28rd of July, was a day of much
trepidation and anxiety. The rumour spread
everywhere that Smith O'Brien was amongst them,
outlawed and proscribed ; that with a chivalrous
and daring spirit he had thrown himself upon the
country, and volunteered to be their leader; that
he had done all that could be expected from him,
and performed his own part; and that it remained
only for the people to do theirs—to place them-
selves under his banner, and to supply him with
men and the munitions of war; that such an op-
portunity may never again be presented to them
of delivering themselves and all that they held
dear from the iron yoke of their oppressors ; and
that it was better and more honourable to mect
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lity. Having approached nearer, he asked if I
would join them, To which I replied in the ne-
gative, and stated my reason for refusing, to which
he mildly answered : © Perhaps, sir, your way may
be the best; but we have been driven to it, and it
was our last resource.” Here we parted ; and with
this exception, I never met any of the leaders
again, till we met for the firstand last time, on the
following Saturday, on the heights of Farrenrory.

CHAPTER IIL

8 0'B, GOES TO MULLINAHONE AND THENCE TO
KILENAULE,

About eleven o'clock on Thursday the body left
Ballingarry by the road to Kilenaule; but when
they came as far as the crossway which leads in op-
posite directions towards Urlingford and Mullina-
lone, they stopped for a short time, as if delibera-
ting which road to take. At length they took the
latter direction, and after their arrival there had
to encounter the renewed, and if possible more vi-
gorous opposition than on the occasion of their
first visit. Both parish priest and curate exerted
themselves to the utmost against them, and by re-
monstrance, argument, and entreaty, endeavoured
to dissuade the people from following them. They

Gl

expostulated with Mr. O’'Brien and his immediate
companions, and implored of them to desist from
8o frantic an attempt; that resistance to the o
vernment was useless; that they had no rc-smn‘zas
at their command, neither men, or money, or sup-
plies of any kind; that the country would not
second their efforts, and that they would only brine
sure destruction and ruin on themselves and others,

Though this reasoning had not sufficient weight

to induce them to retrace their steps, they dEd?wt
consider it prudent to remain long in the neigh-
bourhood of so much adverse inﬂﬁence; and, ac-
cordingly, they left on the following day for Kil-
lenaule with more favourable auspices. Here the
aspect of things was entirely changed. The re.
ception of Mr. O'Brien was most enthusiastic; bou-
quets fell in showers upon him, and addresses were
read for him; but that there was any improvement
in the way of order or organization, or any effec-
tive addition to his strength, I did not hear,

One incident worthy of remark occurred during
his stay amongst them,  Great alarm was cause:i
hy the appearance of a body of eavalry.  All be-
lieved that the enemy was at hand, and prepared
for battle.  Barricades were thrown across the
street, and means of resistance adopted.  Smith
O'Brien was not present. But one of the leaders

who bad mounted the first barricade with James
B
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Stephens, met the officer who commanded the
party, which happened to be the 8th Hussars, a'nd
asked him if he had been sent to arrest Smith
O'Brien; but when the officer replied that he did
not even know that Smith O'Brien was there, and
had nothing to say to him, but was on his way
from Clonmel to Nenagh, he was allowed to pass
unmolested.

CHAPTER IV,
THE COMMONS,

In a circuitous course around the parish, it
would seem as if their eyes rested constantly on
the Collieries, as the place, of all others, most likely
to afford them important aid, They knew them
to contain a numerous and poor population, and
many athletic fellows of much recklassncs:s and
daring, and who, from their dissipated and impro-
vident habits of life, were likely to join in any at-
tempt to subvert the Government of the country,
as they had nothing to lose in any case, whatever
might be the result. On Friday, therefore, they
took leave of Killenaule, and, coming through
Mardyke and Earlshill, arrived in the evening at
the Commons. The Commons would seem, indeed,
to have been previously selected for a general

63

meeting ; for, at the same time with Smith O'Brien,
there arrived there also the principal members of
the Confederation, viz., Michael Doheny, Thomas
Francis Meagher, John B. Dillon, Devin Reilly,
MacManus, O'Donoghne, James Stephens, John
O'Mahony, Cantwell, Kavanagh, and others.
Messrs. Meagher, O'Brien, and Dillon harangued
the people, and explained their views in coming
amongst them to solicit their co-operation. The
manager of the Collieries was sent for by Mr.
O'Brien, and commanded to deliver a letter from
him to the Board of the Mining Company of Ire-
land—a letter which did him serious injury after-
wards on his trial, and weighed so heavily in evi-
dence against him. In all his other acts there was
nothing to inculpate him directly of a design
against the state—nothing that might not have
been interpreted as undertaken in self-defence ; but
this fixed on the entire movement the character of
a revolution, and tended more than anything else
to convict him of the crime of high treason.

A council was held in a neighbouring house, in
which the circumstances of their position, and the
resources at their command, were considered, and
the feasibility of their plans discussed. I cannot
pretend to give with any authority a report of what
occurred at this meeting, which was private; but
the version of it that went abroad, and which from

Combhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council



4

the result seems probable enoughs was, that all,
with the exception of Smith O'Brien, looked upon
the whole business as lost irretrievably: that they
had ro sufficient means of resistance at hand; and
that it was better to abandon the attempt; though
late, than proceed to hostilities with such inade-
quate resources. Here some contention arose be-
tween the head of the Confederation and its mem-
bers, which reflects equal honour on both. All
were of opinion that the insurrection was at an
end—that any farther attempt at resistance was
impossible, and that all their aspirations for liberty
and self-government were menaced with impend-
ing ruin. Despair was visible in every countenance,
yet they were not dismayed, and were resolved
unanimously to remain with him to the last—to be
participators in his misfortunes as they were the
associates of his ambition and of his hopes. This
he stead fastly refused, as no good eould come from
it. His advice was that every one would consult
for his own safety—that they would take different
directions, and endeavour to rouse the peasantry,
each in his own district, wherever they went, and,
if they should hear that himself had raised the
standard elsewhere, under more favorable auspices,
that they would rally round him again. To this
they could not assent. He begged, entreated, and
expostulated, but in vain ; and it was only when

G5

he commanded them emphatically t':at they yielded.
All left with the exception of Stephens and Mae-
Manus, who alone remained with him.

That some may have expected to be able to raise
auxiliary forces in other places, and to return in
time with sufficient aid, is not improbable, and it
was reported so at that timej but if such views
were ever seriously entertained, it was only to be
disappointed. Indeed, the history of the world
does not afford a cleaver illustration of the uncer-
tainty of human foresight and the vanity of human
events. For the last three years of incessant agi-
tation, the kingdom was kept in a state of unpre-
cedented excitement. Men of much talent and
energy of mind, exerted all the powers of poetry
and eloquence to produce this effect. All the
arguments of reason and imagination were made
use of to excite the people. Their tenderest sym-
pathies were appealed to; their devoted attach-
ment to religion and the homes of their forefathers,
their patriotism and sense of injuries, which were
pourtrayed in the sublimest verse and expressed
inastyle of glowing and impassioned oratory ; the
ruthless persecution of the landlords, and heart-
rending effects of extermination, were remem-
bered, and the long continued famine studiously
neglected, to reduce the number of the population

to a less formidable standard.
E2
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The outrages of bygene days were not for-
gotten; the massacre of Mullaghmast; and the
slaughter of Drogheda and Wexford, and of course,
from the long account of the crimes of England
against Ireland, the perfidious violation of a most
solemn treaty, could not be omitted. They were
reminded of the achievements of their ancestors
at Benburb and Clontarf, and of the many records
of Irish valour exhibited by their countrymen on
the Continent, at Mantua and Cremona, and many
a Confederate wished with the poet,

“That God would grant, and then he'd die with joy,
One day on his own green land like that ot Fontenoy.”

By these appealsoften and continuallyrepeated; po-
pular enthusiasm was raised to the highest pitch, so
that all expected, and many burned with the desire
of secing therival races committed todeadlyconflict;
Celt and Saxon confronted in battle array; and
that at length a simultaneous and final effort would
be made by the nation to cast for ever from her
neck the heavy and galling yoke of long-continued
oppression. The issue, however doubtful, it was
believed would be sanguinary, and that victory,
to whatever side it belonged, would be dearly
won. But these grand ideas of the approaching
struggle proved to be no more than the baseless
fabric of a vision, or like the fine-spun labours of

——
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the spider, which, though the work of great toil

and perscverance, may be blown asunder by a
breath.

CHAPTER V,
ATTACK ON THE POLICE.

On Saturday, the 29th of July, a day which was
to see the termination of this long expected and
much apprehended outbreak of popular feeling,
Smith O'Brien found himself almost alone at tITa
Commons, with only two or three of his devoted
adherents, and about one hundred colliers, who
remained faithful to him to the last, and were read y
to defend his life at the sacrifice of their own.
There seemed to have been no more cause of ex-
pecting an attack on this day than on any of the
past days of the week ; unless that, as the Govern-
ment, which from the beginning had been so
terrified, seemed now to be considerably reassured,
from the slow progress of the insurrcetion, it was
not likely to delay to strike the first blow. To
one looking back, after a lapse of many years, to
the relative state of parties so disproportioned in
discipline and numbers, and so unequally prepared
for hostilities, such great fear would seem almost
ineredible, if there were not the strongest proofs
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to convince us of it. All the Irish regiments were
sent out of the kingdom, and English and Scotch
introduced in their place. Batteries were con-
structed outside large towns. Barracks, even those
of the police, were loopholed and surmounted with
parapets to command a view of the enemy. Mar-
tello towers constructed along the coast to guard
against invasion, and the constabulary in most
places ordered into the neighbouring towns, which
more than other things made the people believe
that a perfect pani¢ had seized the government,
and that they regarded the rebellion as already
formidable.

This impression could exist no longer. The
slow progress made by Mr. O’Brien during the
past few days had effectually dispelled it. It was,
therefore, pretty clear that the enemy would take
advantageof his feeblestate, and endeavour tocrush
the infant Hereules in his cradle. Accordingly, the
constabulary of Thurles, Kilkenny, Cashel, Cal-
lan, and Killenaule, received orders to leave at an
early hour of the day, that they might reach the
Commons at a certain time. The Callan police,
however, whether by accident or design, left a
long time before the others, and ‘were in the
village of Ballingarry, on their way to the Com-
mons, where they would have arrived about eleven
o'clock, if they proceeded direct to the end of
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their journey. News of their approach was con-
veyed to Mr. O'Brien, by a messenger who came
a shorter way than the police, and had left Callan
about the same time, but had outrun them consi-
derably. There was, of course, much confusion
cfiused by this intelligence amongst a mixed mul-
titude of men, women, and children, in which the
latter classes largely preponderated. About fifty
men had fire-arms, and perhaps as many more had
pikes and other rude weapons, with which the
coal pits supplied them. To resist an attack of
this kind, they wanied everything but resolution
of which indeed they seemed to have a suﬂ'iuicn;
share. A barricade was at once thrown across
the road, to obstruct the police, behind which they
were fo take their stand, to prevent them from
coming farther. But this precaution proved un-
necessary ; when at a distance of about half a
mile, the police saw a vast multitude, which they
considered to be all armed men, they turned sud-
denly to the right, and proceeded in all haste up
the hill, by the road leading to the Widow Cor-
mick’s house, which they must have had previ-
ously in view, as ii could not be seen from where
they were, nor from any part of the road from
Ballingarry to the Commons, On seeing this, the
multitude went across the fields to meet :ilcm 'and
travelled so fast that both parties arrived at' the
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house almost at the same time, The police had
only just time to enter and close the doo.r, when
their pursuers were outside.  So little tm.m was
there to spare, that the sub-inspect?r l-cf t ln.s aray
charger outside the wicket, with his pistols in the
holsters of the saddle, to become the property of
the first occupant.  Mrs. Cormick had never sus-
pected that this affair would at any time have given
her any concern.  She was gone about half way
to the Commons, when a messenger followed her
to say that her house was occupied by a strong
party of police; and that all her children, five or
six in number, of whom the eldest was no more
than ten years, were shut up with them. She re-
turned in a state bordering on frenzy, and having
been introduced to Smith O'Brien, addressed him
in no very polite langnage. “ Wis he the gentle-
man from whom the police had been compelled to
take refuge in Zer house, and convert it into a bar-
rack? What was to become of herself and her or-
phans, should it be wrecked or destroyed ? or where
would she find a home? Herself was shut out
from her children, and they were prisoners within,
Could he not find some way of protecting herself
and her little ones, and rescue them from the dan-
ger to which their lives were exposed ?”  This ap-
peal, which might move the most obdurate, could
not fail deeply to affect a man whose ear was never

-
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deaf to the voice of humanity.  With great peril
to himself, he came with her to the parlour window,
and both were in conversation with the police, when
some person from the crowd, probably under the
influence of liquor, flung a stone against the kitchen
window, when the police suddenly, asif only wait-
ing for an opportunity, discharged from all parts
of the house a volley of musketry upon a large
and defenceless multitude, by which two men were
killed, and many severely wounded. The people
were at once dispersed, and hid themselves wher-
ever they found shelter. Some took refuge under
the arch of alimekiln, in front of the house, whilst
the greater part retired to the road beneath, where,
by the deep fences which covered the way on both
sides, as well as their distance away from the house
they were safe from danger. Tie police kept up
a constant fire upon them as long as their ammun -
tion lasted. Tt was here that I had the honour of
seeing Smith O'Brien for the first and last time,
having never seen him before or since,
From the time the firing began until onr arrival,
I could not speak of what occurred at the house, ag
an eye-witness; but from the narrative of those
who had just come down, and having since so often
heard it from many who were present, there cannot
be any doubt concerning its veracity.
At the first volloy, Mr. O'Brien withdrew from
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the parlour window, end passed through a wicket
at the south end,which opened into a small cab-
bage-garden.  Here he could have no protection
from the constant fire kept up from the upper and
lower stories, unless from a low wall, about -fom'
feet high. He had to creep along this ll!!tll he
reached some houses in the rere, around which he
had to make his way to the road, where he met the
multitudes who had descended from the front or
eastern side. To any one who ever saw the plaee,
bis escape must appear exceedingly difficult, for,
whilst sheltered only by the wall, and after emerg-
ing from the houses in the rer(.a, he was who!]y un-
protected and exposed to the fire of the police.
With about a dozen of men, more determined
than the rest, who refused to leave the house, was
MacManus, who indeed throughout the whole day
showed more courage and resolution than any one
else. With a musket in his hand, and in the face
of the enemy, he reconnoitered the place and
observed every accessible approach to the house,
and with a few colliers, under cover of a cart-load
of hay, which they pushed on before them, came
up to the postern-door of the kitchen. Here with
his own hand he fired several pistol-shots, to make
it ignite, but from the state of the weather, which
was damp and heavy, and from the constant down-
pour of rain on the previous day, this attempt

b
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proved quite unsuccesful. With men so expert at
the use of the pickaxe, and so large a supply of
blasting powder at the collieries, he could have
quickly undermined the house or blown it up;
but the circumstance of so many children being
shut in with the police, and the certainty that, if
they persevered, all would be involved in the same
ruin, compelled him and his associates to desist
from their purpose.

An incident, though trivial, which occurred at
the village a few days before, may serve to give a
better idea of his character. The servant of a
neighbouring magistrate, who had gone with his
master to Callan, was met by MacManus on his
return, and asked if he would oblige him with a
loan of his horse for some time. The servant, of
course, demurred, but was compelled to comply,
on which MacManus mounted, rode the horse for
the day, and sent him to his owner in the evenin
with his compliments. With a few others of his
daring, things would very probably have pro-
ceeded much farther, nor would the crisis have
terminated so abruptly.

During the following week, troops pourcd in
constantly. Encampments were made in different
places, at Ballingarry, Killenaule, Turtulla, ete.
As 1o lives were lost on the side of the govern-
ment, martial law was not openly proclaimed, but

¥
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‘he magistrates and those who had the command
of the army, acted as if they possessed unlimited
power. They held councils, ordered arresfs every
day, until the gaols were filled to suffocation, an.d
threatened to shoot persons for walking quietly in
the streets, or standing at their awn doors. .Pr-l-
soners were sent in shoals to Dublin, and detained
there a long time; and though there were no exe-
cutions, whole families were left mourning a-nd
desolate, for many died in captivity.and exile,
others perished from long concealment in bogs and
mountains : some found a grave beyond the waters
of the wide Atlantic, where not a few i'lave
achieved honourable distinctions and obtained
there a hospitable refuge and a home,

CHAPTER VL
MANY SENT TO NEWGATE,

Arrer their removal to Dublin, great fears were
entertained that some of them would become in-
formers; but these fears proved to be groundless,
Their fidelity was severely tested. Menaces, and
bribes, and promises of pardon were made use of,
but without effect, Many of them were men of
unblemished character, never before accus'ed of
any crime, and even innocent of any part in the

L
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insurrection. Of these no one entertained any
doubt. But there were a few of a different class,
in whom neither their fellow-prisoners nor any one
else had much reliance ; but these, too, were firm.
One had been frequently convicted of theft; yet
he was as true as the best amongst them. All said
that he must have renounced his former vices,
and undergone a complete and entire reformation
of life, which, however, was not verified by subse-
quent events; for, soon after his liberation, he re-
sumed his former occupation, though much dis-
abled by a bullet wound received in the shounlder
at Farrenrory. At the next assizes he was con-
victed of sheep-stealing, and sentenced to transpor-
tation, but died in Spike Island from the effects of
his wound. With him this manner of life had been

almost a profession. During the famine, as well

as before it, he never felt much ashamed of it ; but

to be branded with the name of an informer, was
a degree of degradation to which nothing could
induce him to submit.

Here the reader will excuse a short and simple
narrative of my part in this transaction, which I
was compelled to undertake, much against my
will, having previously resolved to have nothing
to do with it, and wishing as much as possible to
avoid all econnexion with it, which, indeed, would
have been so if it had not occurred on this parti-
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cular day of the week—a day in which it is neces-
sary to be engaged in the chapel for many hours.

CHAPTER VIL
MY OWN PART IN THE PROCEEDINGS.

Asout ten o'clock, a.m., I saw the Callan police
passing through the village, on their way to the
Commons, followed by a great crowd, some frtfm
curiosity, and many from motives of greater in-
terest. 'The Rev. Patrick Maher (the' late much-
lamented curate of the parish) was with me, and
I proposed to him whether it would not be better
if we followed after them ; that, perhaps, we n.nght
be able to do some good, or prevent some evil § or
that, at least, our ministry might be necessary ; in
which view of the matter he readily concurfed
We accordingly followed in sight of t.he police;
but when they turned off from t}te direct ro?.d,
we stopped back, and remained in conversatl.on
with some persons who stood about us. Whilst
waiting here, a horseman rode up hastily, and sud-
denly halted on seeing us: he turned out to be
Head-Constable Carroll, in m.a‘.a.:ured clo_l.hes, sent
from Kilkenny by the stipendiary maglstrate, to
countermand the imprudent hast‘e of .tha _(_,alla.n
olice, and to prevent them f:}lhng in with the
insurgents till the arrival of reinforcements from

L
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other quarters. It was just at this moment the
firing began, and as soon as we heard the shots, we
rode all three in full gallop until we arrived under
Mrs. Cormick’s house. Here we first met Mr,
O'Brien and the party who had just retreated
from the house. All were indignant that the
police had fired on the people without provoca-
tion, and were anxious to go up again to the
house. I was asked if T would go with them,
and when I refused, Mr. O’Brien asked what
would I advise them to do, and said that he wonld
act as I would recommend; an answer which I
did not expect, as I often heard that he was rather
self-willed, and determined to follow whatever
himself considered best. I was never more per-
plexed. I saw that if they returned to the house,
the police would very probably be all killed, for
I believed that any resistance on their part would
be worse than useless; and, as a consequence, that
martial law would be proclaimed throughout the
kingdom, and the atrocities of '98 again renewed.
Mr. O’Brien said himself would be satisfied if
they would give up their arms, and that he would
require no more, and requested of me to carry this
message to them. Wishing to prevent bloodshed
for the present, as well as greater calamities, which
would inevitably follow from such a beginning, I
undertook, with great danger, to ride up to the
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house, and to tell the police the designs of the
other party. This was afterwards regarded as a
lure on my part to draw the police into the views
of Mr. O'Brien, and bring them over to his side.
I know it was very easy to put this construction
on it; but, however probable it may seem, I can
say now with truth, after so many years, that I
never entertained such a thought, and that, so far
was I from entering into the views of the insurgent
party, I wished to take no part whatever with them,
and had nothing else in view but to prevent the
loss of more lives, and bring matters, for that day
at least, to a bloodless termination.

When I was entering the wicket in front of the
house, one man, John Walsh, was lying outside
the gate on his back, quite dead ;* another young
man named Bride, a widow’s son, was dying out-
side the wall, having received his death wound
from a bullet in passing over it. I remained with
him to administer sacraments to him, and never
knew any one more resigned. Walsh, indeed, had
a gun when he was killed, running across the gate,
the ball having passed through his lungs; but
Bride had no connexion with the insurgents, but
left his work that morning, and joined the crowid
who followed the police, more as a looker-on than
as a rebel, From the upper or lobby window the

# Seo Note 4.

7

sub-inspector talked a great deal to mo of the
revenge that would be taken of the country for
this resistance given to imself; that martial law
would be proclaimed, houses levelled with the
ground or burned, and great mumbers put to
death, which indeed was all probable enough:
but threats of this kind did not come so well from
him in his present circumstances.

Having returned to the road and stated to Mr.
O'Brien and others the state of things at the
house—that there were two killed, i.c. one dead
and another dying—the people were greatly in-
censed, as there was no intention on theijr part to
attack the police at the time when they wantonly
and without provocation fired upon them. All
were anxious to return, and again Mr. O'Brien
asked my advice, which was the same as before
to give up that notion and postpone hostilities tc:
some future time. No one could appear more
calm or recollected. He at once assented to my
desire of not proceeding farther at present, but
being taken aside and differently advised by other
officers who surrounded him, he seemed disposed
to listen to them. While these things were under
deliberation, the Rev. Mr. Maher and I left them
with the intention, however, of returning to ths;
place again during the evening; but after little
more than two hours’ absence we found that all
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was over without farther injury—that the police
were liberated from the house, and the people
dispersed. We found that reinforcements had
arrived, and that the military also were coming
in from every side; so that this great rebellion,
so formidable and so much talked of for years,
seemed at one blow to have been utterly and for
ever extinguished. As Carroll, the head-constable,
bad gone up to the house, I waited before going
up till he returned to the road. He had great
difficulty, he said, in getting to the house, as they
did not recognise him, and it was not till he had
got over the wall surrounding it that the police
recognised him, and permitted him to deliver his
message. And yet, great as was his danger from
the police, it was greater still at the road, when
some of Mr. O'Brien’s friends, Stephens especially,

looking upon him as a spy, said that his message-

was only a pretext to execute some perfidious
design.  One in particular would have shot him if
I had not used every exertion to protect him,
After some time he was allowed to get away un-
hurt, of which I was very glad, as I believed him
to be a very honest fellow, and that the account
he gave of his mission was correct; in which
opinion I was afterwards confirmed by his subse-
quent conduct, as well as by his impartial evidence
on the trials,
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I did not see the Cashel Constabulary coming
in, being absent at the time, who were shortly
afterwards joined by those from Thurles, under
Sub-Inspector Bracken. Those from Cashel, under
Sub-Inspector Cox, were the first to arrive, and
made their way to the house through dens.r-.' masses
of people, not, indeed, without some 1'131{., and
much firing on both sides, but happily w.lthout
effect. These fought much better than tht.au' pre-
decessors, whom they delivered frc-nm th-e:r con-
finement and the imminent danger in which they

were placed.

CHAPTER VIIL

1 sanr here conclude my narrative of the
R cllion of 1848, if it deserves the name. N?t
unlike the mountain in labour, .it res?]‘ted in
nothing worthy of record, unless in excmng‘the
fears of the government, and keeping the king-
dom for so long a time in a constant state ?f
alarm. Formidable in its progress and fet?ble in
its execution, whilst confined to “'Dl'l'.ln, it was
bold, menacing, and defiant; but in action, timid,
irresolute, and contemptible. It is worthy of re-
mark that the last insurrection, forty-five years

before, happened also on the same dagé', the 23rd
'3
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of July, and both were in many respects similar.
Like this, the former threatened much and effected
little. Its followers were numerous and enthusi-
astic, but unprepared and disunited. Z%af was
unstained by blood, except in the case of Lord
Kilwarden, a good and inoffensive nobleman, whose
barbarous and unprovoked assassination in the
streets of Dublin was committed by the misguided
adherents of Emmet, without his knowledge or
concurrence. In {his two lives were sacrificed,
without any sufficient cause or necessity—a loss
indeed, great in inself, and much to be regretted,
but comparatively small, if we take into account
the magnitude of the evil, and the manifold cala-
mities with which we were threatened. Both
were suppressed with little difficulty, and the
leaders forfeited their lives to the laws of the
country. One suffered the punishment of high
treason on the scaffold, and expressed as his last
wish that his epitaph would not be written till
other times and other men would do justice to
his memory, which still remains eunshrined in the
hearts of his countrymen. The other, after having
suffered much from incarceration and exile, has
been permitted at length to return to his native
land, and to spend the rest of his days in the
bosom of his family, and in the enjoyment of
affluence and peace, and of what, I am sure, he
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appreciates more, in the love and affections of the
people. Few will applaud their conduct or suspect
their sincerity. Both loved Ireland, not wisely, but
too well. Their best friends would advise them
against the course they pursued, if advice could
avail ; and their greatest enemies never attributed
to them unworthy motives. Their disinterested
earnestness and ardent zeal in the cause to which
they were committed, and the perils to which they
exposed themselves against such fearful odds,
afforded the strongest proofs of their honesty,
which, in a great degree, compensated for errors
of judgment.

# —— Uteungue ferent ea facta minores
Vincet amor patrim.”

Though I had at first regretted the necessity
that compelled me to be present at Farrenrory, I
had reason afterwards to congratulate myself on
it, and believe it to have been rather a fortunate
circumstance ; for, if I had not been there, it was
not likely to have ended o soon. If the house
were pulled down or entered forcibly, and the
police killed, it would be but the commence-
ment of hostilities. The country was arming on
every side, and preparations being made every-
where throughout the kingdom to an extent
hardly ever known before. The people were only
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waiting for a signal, and a contest of any kind
would be the surest that could be given. The in-
surgents would receive vast accessions if there
were only a delay of two or three days, and the red
flame of rebellion would have blazed in every di-
rection, and would take much more time before it
could be extinguished, but at the outset it was
easily suppressed, and much mischief and blood-
shed at once and for ever prevented. Though
the contest would in all probability be protracted
and bloody, yet I did not think that, to any
rational being, the issue could appear doubtful.
England was at peace with the world, and from
all parts of her vast and wide-spread dominions,
could, without any apprehension of danger to her
territorial possessions, have collected her armies
together, and poured them into the country.
Against such overwhelming forces, what were
their resources? On the one hand, a numerous
army, well appointed and disciplined, and supplied
with all the munitions of war; and on the other,
an undisciplined and unarmed peasantry, without
leaders of any knowledge or experience in mili-
tary affairs, and destitute of everything that could
render success certain or even probable. This
weighed also heavily with me, and was, I must
confess, another reason why I wished to oppose
their further progress; for that there would be
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carnage at all, was much to be lamented, but
that it should be entirely on one side, and espe-
cially on the side of a poor and oppressed popu-
lation, with whom all my sympathies were en-
listed, and with whom I was in every way iden-
tified, was an idea from which I recoiled in-
stinctively. / For arms, there were a few rusty
muskets inthe hands of men who never carried
arms before; for a commissariat, there were not
provisions for one day ; and multitudes who wished
to be amongst them were prevented chiefly on this
account. For general officers they had orators,
men who could talk well and fight badly.* Both
qualities, indeed, are seldom united in the same
person. There have been some, however, who
shone equally in the forum and in the camp—
such was Argyle—

% The state's whole thunder born to wield,
And shake alike the senate and the field.”

Such also was Caius Cesar, of whom it was said,
that his talents for war and eloquence were the
same—** Eodem animo dixisse quo bellavit, appa-
ruit.” The Young Ireland leaders were not of
this stamp. They had no superior in the cabinet,
nor an inferior in the field. Some of them ex-
celled in poetry and eloquence ; others were dis-
tinguished by a clear and popular style of writing;

# See Note 5.
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but amongst the entire body there was not one
who understood anything of the art of war.* In
this respect all were sadly deficient, and may have
taken lessons from a school-boy or a peasant.

CHAPTER IX,
TS EFFECTS ON THE COUNTRY.

Or the many bad effects of this abortive attempt
at insurrection, not the least calamitous was, that
by it the prestige of popular power seemed to have
been completely annihilated. All political parties
were broken up and dispersed; the public voice
was silenced ; and if, in the general confusion which
followed, a few rational and well disposed persons
still entertained better hopes of the future pros-
perity of Ireland, their unaided efforts could be
of no avail. A few years after, in 1851, when, on
the occasion of the Eeclesiastical Titles Bill, an at-
tempt was made to bring together the broken up
fragments of parties, and to adopt some plan of
combined action against civil and religious perse-
cution, the seeds of weakness and discord, sown in
"48, continued still to operate, and soon dissolved
this imposing and apparently powerful combina-
tion; and to this day, its grave and solemn resolu-

® See Note 6.
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tions, which were then regarded as the foreshadow-
ings of much future good, have been permitted to
remain a dead letter.

O'Connell used to say, that any effort made by
the people to redress injuries or recover their rights
by force, would have the effect of throwing the
country backward by half a century; and the
sequel, which, happily for himself, he did not live
to see, proved that never were uttered words more
prophetic. This he derived from his own ex-
perience and knowledge of the former rebellion—
his recollection of the massacres, confiscation, and
bloodshed which followed it; and no doubt the
same cycle of events was just about to begin after
half a century, if, by the favourable interposition
of Divine Providence, their further progress had
not been arrested. With this difference, the re-
sults were no less disastrous now than formerly.
The people escaped the terrible effects of martial
law; they did not experience the free quarters or
torture or pitch-caps or half-hangings of '98; but
their political degradation could not be more com-
plete. The exclamation of the proud Gaul to the
vanquished Romans, ve victis, may have been in-
scribed on the national flag.  Fallen and subdued,
not from her own weakness or want of resources,
but by the rash counsels and imprudence of her
children, who were most anxious for B¢ pros-
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perity, she lay prostrate and bleeding at the feet
of a foreign minister,

“ On the occasion of this sudden termination of
hostilities, a base cry was raised by a large portion
of the press of both kingdoms, vilifying the na-
tional character, and casting aspersions on it, as if
Irishmen were incapable of anything chivalrous
or noble; that after great threats they were able
to effect nothing ; that for years previous, the va-
lour of Irishmen was the theme of every tongue;
their feats at home and abroad were subjects of
declamation with writers of every class; that
hitherto they had achieved victories for others,
henceforward they would do so for themselves;
that in future, the trophies of their warfare would
not be for England, but against her, and that they
burned with a desire of measuring swords with
their oppessors, and wreaking on them the wrongs
of seven hundred years. That such, at least in
substance, was their boastful language, frequently
made use of ; and yet, when an opportunity was
offered to them of proving their courage, they re-
fused to accept it; that their leaders were dis-
persed at the approach of a few soldiers, without
waiting till they came in sight; and that the whole
contest, so much magnified by words, was decided
in one day within the precincts of a cabbage
garden,

()

89

These taunts were expressed with as much ex-
ultation as if the entire force of the kingdom were
engaged in a contest with a few British troops,
and completely discomfited. And yet itis certain
that from the beginning the nation at large took
no part in the insurrection, nor manifested any
sympathy with it. Some young men of impulsive
feeling and ardent patriotism, and a few of more
mature age, were found, who, from every class of
society, rushed inconsiderately into it; who, whilst
they got credit for upright and honest motives,
were looked upon by every sensible person as wild
enthusiasts, who, though never dreaming of it
themselves, nor intending any harm, were gene-
rally regarded by every man of sense as the great-
est enemies of the country, and taking the most
efficacious means to accomplish its ruin.  The
parish priests were nearly to a man averse to the
movement, and laboured with all their might to
preserve their flocks from its contagion. The
senior clergy of every class, with few exceptions,
abhorred it. Most of them had heard from their
fathers, and some were old enough to remember,
the calamitous effects of the last rebellion; but
many of the younger clergy, whose want of expe-
rience was seconded by misdirected zeal, threw
themselves without much reflection into its ranks,
and were carried away by the example of the men
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who originated, but had no means of executing,
this abortive scheme, e
It was not, therefore, a vicfory over the nation
against which the nation protested. It was rather
the usual gasconade of the British and Anti-Irish
press, or the growl of the Orange tiger, disappointed
of his prey, having a more than usual thirst for
blood, which he was not permitted to satify.
Successive administrations may differ from one
another in the mode of governing this country, acs
cording to the disposition of the viceregent, or of
the party he represents; but the general policy of
all is the same. Whether it be Whig or Tory, or
a coalition of both, the rule of Government is al-
most invariably by coercion. If, at any time, the
better nature of the chief governor should prevail
over this system, which has sometimes, though
rarely happened, he is soon recalled, and another
of more congenial spirit takes his place. For many
generations Ireland has hardly ever tasted the
sweets of paternal rule. England, which is called
her sister, more resembles a step-mother; for if she
should ever murmur at harsh treatment, instead of
soft words or any kindness towards her, she, like
Alecto, lashes her into obedience with a whip of
scorpions.
The extermination of the whole Celtic race was
a project often entertained, and sometimes at-

AR

—— But these efforts were in vain.
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tempted. This was, and is indeed still, considered

by some to be the only radical cure for all her
complaints. In the reign of Elizabeth, Mountjoy

by the destruction of the crops and standinz corn,

reduced the population so much that, according

to the report of a distinguished actor in the scene,

he could see nothing wherever he went but dead

carcasses. Cromwell entered into the same plan

with still greater cruelty. Wherever he passed,

blood flowed in torrents; men, women, and chil-

dren were slaughtered indiscriminately. Neither

age, nor sex, nor helpless infancy was spared.

Priests and virgins consecrated to God were but-
chered in crowds without mercy, and of the rem-
nant of the people, he carried off large numbers,
to colonize the islands of the West Indies.

The tide of
population still flowed onward, and still regained
its former level, or exceeded it; for, like the
Israelites in Egypt, they increased the more, the
more they were oppressed. Since his time there
was no other attempt to effect this by violent
means. Such atrocities avere repugnant to the
spirit of the age, especially the beginning of
the last century, which has been justly regarded
as the Augustan age of England. But the
glow and silent operation of the penal code
continued without relaxation till the reign of
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George II1., when the sound of American arms
threatened England with the loss of her colonies,
and whispered to her that conciliation might
be better suited to her present exigencies than
coercion,

Afterwards, when the fary of the French Revo-
lution levelled to the ground the barriers of
ancient kingdoms, and threatened Europe with
that deluge of blood with which it was afterwards
inundated, other concessions followed ; and, last of
all,the greatest—the Relief-Bill —wrung from the
fears of England by the indomitable energy and
perseverance of one man.

During the violent struggle that preceded Ca-
tholic Emancipation, and immediately after it had
been obtained, it was regarded as a final measure
which, besides the admission of Catholics to Par:
liament, would for ever abolish all civil and reli-
gious distinctions, and give to all the subjects of
the crown an equal share in the honours and pri-
vileges of the constitution. The joy of the nation
knew no bounds ; but it was only short-lived.
After a little experience, it was found that the
same bigotry which withheld it so long, was yet
able to frustrate the effect of the law, and render
it a dead letter.

Writers at home and abroad extol the British

constitution as the most perfect form of govern-

‘03

ment, containing in itself all the others—viz,
democracy, aristocracy, and monarchy. As far
as regards the principles of Government, I believe
this is the more general opinion, if these different
parts bear a just proportion to one another ; but I
am sure that very few entertain any doubt that
the aristocratic element, notwithstanding the more
extended basis of the Reform Bill of 1832, still
preponderates excessively. But with the theory
of government, and the true adjustment of its
parts, I have no concern. This I leave to consti-
tutional writers, and only consider its practical
effects. For I believe with Pope that, whatever
be the form, “that which is best administered is
best.’

In Ireland especially, where the great bulk of
the population is the poorest in the world, and
entirely dependent on the rich, the overwhelming
influence of the aristocracy absorbs everything—
the making of laws and the execution of them;
the appointment to all places of trust and emolu~
ment; a power which, it is unnecessary to say, is
exercised to the fullest extent in behalf of their
own minions, and to the exclusion of all who may
entertain any sympathy for the religion or well-
being of the people.

Yet all this is as nothing, compared with their
power as landlords, which is the most absolute and
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uncontrolled that ever existed in ancient or
modern times—greater than any exercised by the
Janizaries of the Turkish, or the Pratorian Guards
of the Roman Empire, and altogether incompa-
tible with the spirit of a free constitution—a power
of life and death, which can destroy or save, sub-
versive alike of order, and justice, and all good
government, which must be necessarily based on
the protection and safety of society, By this all
the other powers of the state are put in abeyance;
and not only does it usurp the functions of the
rest, but it makes them subservient to its own
ends. It is not responsible to any other, to either
the legislature or the executive; for the laws seem
made only to increase its despotism, and it can
command the crown to send the army, which is
raised for the defence of the Empire, to demolish
the cabins of the poor, and to throw them on the
world to perish.

Of landlords, I speak generally and as a body ;
not as if there were not many honourable excep-
tions amongst them, most kind aud benevolent to
their tenants, and who feel persuaded that they
have duties to fulfil as well as rights to enforce.
Of this I have the testimony of my own experi-
ence, for I live under a good landlord ; and in this
neighbourhood, with which I have been conver-
sant for many years, there are others eqully good,
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rome indifferently so, and none very bad ; but they
are such despite of laws which would degrade and
corrupt them, and extinguish in their hearts every
sentiment of humanity.

#Woo to those who make bad lawe, and when they write, write
| injustice.”

It may be said that from such cruelty the poor
will find refuge and support in the workhouse.
This, indeed, is the saddest portion of their his-
tory ; for nothing else has so much contributed
to complete their misery and destruction as this
Jaw, which was enacted ostensibly for their relief,
It is framed especially to favour the designs of
the landlord against them. And, indeed, if they
required any other help besides the power with
which they ave already inyested, for the utter ex-
termination of the people, none conld be found
better suited to their purpose. One half of the
board consists generally of cp-oficio guardians,
With their numerous votes by proxy, and in the
double capacity of landowners and occupiers, they
are also able to return a large number of the
elected guardians; so that the entire board is,
generally speaking, under their control. And as
the poor know this very well from sad experience,
the highways are crowded with them, where they
would rather perish than enter the workhouse,
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which they look upon not a place of refuge, but
as a prison of death.

This law has been a greater scourge to the eoun-
try than any other that ever afflicted it, either of
war, or pestilence, or famine, for it has swept the
poor almost entirely away. They are gone, or as
the Zimes would say, * gone with a vengeance ;"
and what the persecutions of Elizabeth, or the
sword of Cromwell, or the dreadful ravages of a
long-continued famine, could not effect, the poor
law has at length accomplished,

But though the present aspect of our affairs is
gloomy and discouraging, I still hope, as T have
always done, that a glorious’ destiny awaits our
unhappy country ; that she will yet shake from
her neck the iron yoke of the oppressor, and take
her place amongst the nations of the earth. This
is my belief, for I know that the iniquity of man
cannot always prevail against the justice of God,
whose providential care watches equally over the
rich and poor, over the oppressor and the op-
pressed, and that in due time He will give to both

the just recompense of their merit.

“Thou art not conquered ; beauty’s ensign yeb
Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks,
Axd death’s pale flag is not advanced there.”

o
-1

FATHER O'CARROLL'S MS.

CHAPTER XIIL

FATHER O'CARROL SPEAKS FOR HIMSELF AND HIS PA-
RISH PRIEST, THE REV. JOHN MACKEY.

2nd Aug.—We reached home at half-past eight
o'clock this evening. The Messrs. Meagher, Leyne,
Cantwell, O'Donoghue, and MacManus, dined
and slept in this parish last night. They are en-
deaveuring toraise the people in different localities,
but have not been successful here. They have
gone up the mountains of Kilnemaugh, with the in-
tention of mustering the people on Keeper-hill,
and making a demonstration there—a hopeless mis-
sion! The country is not prepared for a rising at
present,* and the clergy are hostile to such a move-
ment. These fine disinterested young fellows are
doomed men ! I pity them from my heart.

4th Aug.—After dinner, at six, the P.P. and
myself drove up to Parke, where we learned that
the insurgent chiefs were forming the nucleus of
a revolutionary party. We were introduced to
them in an open field. It consisted of four persons,

# See Note 7.
G
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Messrs. Meagher, Leyne, O'Donoghue, and Cant-
well. The P.P. endeavoured to dissvade them
from persevering any longer in the hopeless strug-
gle, and recommended them to fly from the country
altogether, Mr. Meagher declared he would never
abandon his friends, but remain in the country to
share their fate; he could, he said, easily effect his
escape as many facilities were already afforded
him for that purpose, but hescorned to preserve his
life at the sacrifice of his honour. We endeavoured
to impress onthem the guilt of shedding blood, when
it was clear no national good could result from it.
“I had been led to believe,” said Mr. Meagher, “that
the nation was prepared for totally dissociating it-
self from England. I and my friends have made
the experiment: we have found that the people
are not up to the mark, and from this day forward
we consider that the death of one man in our de-
fence would be wilful murder, anl for that very
reason we carry no arms about us.” Mr. Mackey
offered to go up to Dublin to intercede with the
Government in their behalf, but he would not listen
to any such proposition.  O'Donoghue, certainly
the most determined and warlike looking man
amongst them, was of opinion that they onght to
be allowed to leave the country, but the others over-
ruled him. They resolved on taking different diree-
tions for the night, O'D, said he did not know a
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mortal in the entire provinee, whilst the other gen-
tleman had friends in different parts of the country,
who would shelter and protect them, We left them
at ten, without being able to effect the object of
our mission.

6th Aug.—I went at the request of the P.P. to
see the outlaws, who, I heard, were concealed in a
house near Cloneyharp.  As I reached the place
they had just taken to flight in different directions,
as a courier came in to announce to them that two
troops of dragoons were approaching to captare
them. They passed on however in the direction
of Tipperary. It had rained very heavily for the
last half-hour, and when I afterwards met them in
the fields, they were completely drenched with
wet. One's heart would have melted at the sight.
Mr. Leyne said in a whisper to Mr. Meagher that
they should procure something to eat, 1 observed
that they must be sadly in need of some refresh-
ment, and that if they came with me, I had no
doubt but Mr. Mackey would feel happy to give
them a dinner at his house. Mr, Leyne embraced
the proposition, but Mr. M. said he would not ex-
pose him to danger by entering his house, I then
proposed to serve them with some refreshment in
the fields, on the rere of the house. To this all
partiesagreed, I came away to apprize Mr, Mackey
of what had taken place. Anne would not consent
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to have dinner served to them in the fields, but re-
quired they should dine with ourselves. Poor fel-
lows, they madeabad dinner, though they did not
taste a morsal of animal food for several days before.
It was agreed during the evening that Mr,
Mackey should start for Dublin on to-morrow
to propose to the Government terms on which they
were prepared to surrender. His instructions were
to this effect: « Mr. Meagher and his friends will
surrender themselves to the Government, on con-
dition that they and all others concerned in the
late outbreak be permitted to leave the country
altogether.” I doubt much if the Government
will accede to these terms. I do not think that
any English Government in this country is capable
of acting in a generous and forgiving spirit. No
matter. It is good to make the experiment. Anne
has influenced Mr. Mackey to entertain them for
this night. Ile consented, and they lave now
retired to rest. The servants are keeping watch
in the fields and avenues leading to the house
Anne remained up all night apprehending a
visit from the police. I retired to bed at half-past
three o'clock, after having visited the outposts.
Mr. Mackey left for Dublin a little after six, to lay
his propositions before the Government. Our
visitors were ready for breakfast at eleven, and
entermined themselves in the garden up to dinner
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hour. After dinner, Anne, myself, and the ser-
vants held a couneil, as to whether there would be
danger of arrest, if we entertained them this night
alsc. Anne was of opinion that we should hazard
every danger sovner than unhouse them. It was
finally agreed on without dissent that they should
sleep here to-night. After tea, Mr. Leyne sang
the “ Memory of the Dead.” He has a fine ricﬁ
voice. All parties retired to restat eleven in good
spirits. After visiting the watches I went to bed
at half-past two o'clock,

8th Aug.—Breakfast at ten. Ihad asick call to
Ruane, and made enquiries of several persons if
they had any knowledge where the outlaws were
concealed, and was told they were traced to our
neighbourhood on Sunday evening ; but that the
prevailing cpinion now is, that they proceeded in
the direction of Tipperary, where one of them was
arrested. I was glad to find that no suspicion
rested on our house, especially as the country is
full of spies and detectives. Dinner as usual at
ﬁv.e. It was thought prudent to remove them for
this night. Beds were procured for them at Mr.
Edward B's. Iwentoverat eleven in the darkness
of the night, and after seeing them comfortably
lodged, returned and wrote to Mys. O'C,, of Ennis
at the request of Mr. Leyne. ’

9th Aug.—Went over for the visitors to bring
G2
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them to breakfast, but having been asked to breaks
fast where they slept—they did so. I had two
sick calls. Very heavy showers detained me on
the way, and having returned found our visitors
amusing themselves in the garden. After dinner
sent one of theservants to Pat Keeffe's, who lives in
a very retired and solitaryspot, to reques* he would
provide beds for our friends for one night. Having
made many protestations of friendship, he and his
wife refused to do so. After many suggestions, it
is at length resolved that they should remain here
for this night. The reason of our desire to have
them removed occasionally to some less frequented
place, arises from the danger of discovery, so
many persons coming here on business. On this
day a letter was received from Mr. Mackey less
encouraging than one received on yesterday.
Mr. Under-Secretary Reddington made great pro-
mises at the first interview, and that he wonld
procure a private audience for him with the Lord
Lieutenant. The following day he was quite
reserved in his manner, and retracted all the pro-
fessions made the day before.

10th Aug.—All our friends here still. Mr.
Hogan ran in breathless haste to say that he saw
two dragoons approaching the house, Our yisitors
jumped through the parlour window into the
garden, with the intention of taking to the moun-
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tains, but after a little time the dragoons went on
to Thurles. _

11th Aug—We got the Epening Mail to-day
with our own papers. The whole business has got
out, and the Mail hascompletely distorted the object
of Mr. Mackey’s mission. It represents him as
sent by the insurgents to beg their lives of the
government—anatrocious falsehood! Mr.Meagher
and his friends begged of me in the most passionate
manner to write to Mr. Mackey forthwith to con=~
tradict that statement, and set them right before
the public. T wrote aletter to Mr. Mackey, which
had the approbation of the entire party. Before
it was despatched, I offered my services in any way
I could be of use to them, and to go up to Dublin
to impress on Mr. M. the instant necessity of con-
tradicting so base a calumny. My proposition was
adopted, and accordingly I started at three for
Thurles—dined there, and left on the half-past
five train for Dublin.  Saw Mr. Mackey, who had
the whole misstatement of the Mail contradicted
in the evening papers of the next day.

12th Aug.—Left Dublin this morning on the
eleven o'clock train—in Thurles at three, and
reached Clonoulty at eight. Saw the gentlemen,
and communicated to them the result of my mis-
sion. I then explained to them the danger they
were in of being arrested, and impressed on them
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the mnecessity of adopting some decided course,
but found them still as undetermined as ever
They would neither surrender, nor endeavour to
escape. I left them at ten, somewhat annoyed at
their want of decision. Three policemen were
stationed outside the chapel all day in care of a
proclamation, posted on the chapel gate, offering
£300 reward for the arrest of Richard C'Gorman.
Mr. Cantwell left his friends last night, intending
to make his escape.

13th Aug.—I had the last mass at Clonoulty.
On my way to the chapel learned from a police-
man that Messrs. Meagher, Leyne, and O'Donoghue
were arrested a little beyond the police barrack
at Rathkennan, on their way to Thurles, about
one o'clock this morning—sad news ! It appears
they left about eleven last night, with the intention
of going to Cashel, and not knowing the country
went in the direction of Thurles. After passing
the police-station of Rathkennan, without attract-
ing any notice, Leyne stopped behind to light his
cigar. A police patrol under constable Madden came
up with Meagher and O'Donoghue in the meantime
without a challenge, Meagher having completely
thrown them off their guard by the nonchalance
and good humour with which he bade them “good
night.”  On meeting Leyne, who was just coming
out from a peasant’s hut as they passel, they
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challenged him, and having demanded of him to
tell them whither he was going, he answered, “to
Cashel.” They instantly arrested him, and pur-
sued his companions, whom they also arrested
without resistance.

I will now remark that whilst our visitors were
here I took down the heads of the various transac-
tions connected with the late unhappy outbreak.
The organization was more extensive than most
persons think. Had the leaders got time to ma-
ture all their plans, there is no doubt but the move-
ment would have been formidable. The suspen-
gion of the Habeas Corpus Act precipitated the
erisis, and the clubs were taken completely by sur-
prise. These sail clubs, after a great deal of
bravado, showed the white feather, when called
on to give effect to their professions: and I do
not atall feel disappointed in my estimate of them.
They expected that a few half-famished and un-
armed peasants in Tipperary ought to effect a
revolution for them. Nor is my opinion of the
principal leaders much higher. With a few ex-
ceptions, they are men totally incapable of con-
ducting such a movement to a successful issue,
though they had at their command all the elements
of success. 1 never heard of so many instances
of incapacity in any one pretending to be a leader
as in S, O'Brien. If a country were to be revo-
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lutionized solely from the rostrum or editor’s desk
thev would have been powerful agents, but they
were entirely unfitted for the drudgery of a camp,
or the toil and fatigue of a campaign. Besides they
had no reason to believe that the great mass of the
population sympathized with them. The result
has proved that they were regarded with suspicion
or indifference. Dillon and MacManus, with per-
haps, Leyne and O'Gorman, were, in this respect,
the best qualified amongst them.

99nd Aug.—Received at Templemorea package
of letters, in which there was one from Mr. Leyne,
requesting an interview with me in Kilmainham
prison, in case 1 should come to Dublin. He de-
sives to procure some religious books, and to per-
form a spiritu:d retreat during his imprisonment.

23rd Aug.—-—}Ict.\Iiss P.,whoaccompanied me to
the Castle, and wrote a note to Under Secretary
Reddington, requesting permission to see Mkr.
Leyne, but he refused making an order for that
purpose, till Mr. L. intimated to him in writing a
desire to sce me. 1 could not, however, wait in
Dublin to see him, but Miss P....engaged to havea
letter from him on my return from the Isle of Man.

2nd Sept—Returned from the Isle' of Man
and saw Miss P., who accompanied me to the Cas-
tle, and got an order from the U. 8. to visit Mr.
Leyne at Kilmainham on Monday next.
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4th—Saw Mr. L. and O'Donoghue, who told me
they regretted not having taken my advice, and
endeavoured to escape.

11th—This evening I had a letter from M.
Leyne, requesting me to go to see him in Clonmel.

12th—Started at nine o'clock this morning for
Cashel, and thence, at half-past one o’clock, for
Clonmel, where I arrived at half-past three, and
saw Mr. Meagher at six.

13th—Got an order from the High Sheriff to
visit the state prisoners in the jail ; spent an hour
or two with them, and was introduced to Mr.
MacManus after his return from the Court-house,
whither he had been conveyed during the morn-
ing to hear his sentence. He appeared in very
good spirits, and spoke with freedom and anima-
tion of the scencs through which he had lately
passed. He is a fine handsome young fellow, full
of soul and longing to have another opportunity
of doing some service for his country. Had the
other leaders possessed the same energy of mind
and acted on his suggestions, the movement would
lave been more general and formidable, and would
not have terminated so contemptibly.

He appeared delighted at seeing me, and met me
withthecordiality of an old friend. He requested of
me to accept from him a small dressing case, as a
slight memorial of his esteem and respect for me.
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His fellow-prisoners must have been speaking of
me to him, otherwise I could not expect to have
so much of his confidence and regard. I spent
nearly an hour with him and his relative, the Rev.
Mr. Tierney, P.P., of Clontibert, who had been
one of the State Prisoners in 'd44. Saw poor
0'Donoghue in the dock, and spoke a few words to

him. He asked me to stop in town and hear his

confession, as, said he, I am a great sinner this
time past. I told him I could noet, as being of ano-
ther diocese, and not having faculties in the dio-
cese of Waterford, but that I would procure a
Clergyman for him. He at once assented. Ile
suid his trial was a mere farce, and wished it at an
end, and I own though inclined to offer some words
of hope, I could not so belie my own conviction as to
express one word of encouragement. The jury is
what is usually in Tipperary called a ¢ hanging
jury,” and it is vain to entertain the remotest
hope of even a disagreement.

Leyne is not to be tried, which, I assured him,
I believed a fortunate circumstance, for though no
positive evidence of complicity could be brought
against him, the fact of his being arrested in the
company of Meagher and O'Donoghue would be
enough for a Tipperary jury to bring in a verdict
of *“Guilty,” Mr. M. is Learing up with his
usual fortitude, and is the. general favorite. I
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advised him to prepare himself as a Christian for
his impending fate. Ile assured me he was think-
ing seriously on the subject, and that he consid »red
he had done a good part of the business a'realy,
as he had made a confession of his whole life be-
fore embarking in the fatal struggle in which all
his hopes were wrecked. O'D., he says, drinks
grog to keep up his spirits, and is sometimes a
little wayward, and we have been thinking that
you are the only person most likely to Lring Lim
to a sense of his situation, and the grave duties it
enjoins. I brought a letter from Mr. M. to Asine,

_thanking her for Limse!f and his friends, and for

her kind attention to them whilst here. They are
ocenpied the groater part of the day in giving
their autographs to ladies, ete.

18490,

8th March---Had a sick call at Rossmore.  On
my return found Mr. Leyne before me,  1le aud
Mr. Mackey dine to-day at Longfield.

12th -—-Messrs. Leyne and Mackey went this
morning to Clonmel, at six o'clock, where the for-
mer is to remain during the assizes, and hold him-

.self ready for trial if called on.

L
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THOMAS F. MEAGHER TO MIS3 MACEEY.

Clonmel Jail, October 18th, 1848.

My dear Miss Mackey,

I should lave to accuse myself of great
unkindlinessand ingratitude, did Inotavail myself
of Father O'Carroll's visit to convey to you my
warm and sincere thanks, for the anxious care
yon bestowed upon me when I was an outcast in
the land of my birth, my love and my ambition.

Indeed I ought to have done solong since, but
perhaps these thanks are all the kindlier for having
been deferred till now, and may prove to you that
I have retained from the first to the last day of
my imprisonment, a lively recollection of your
sympathy and attention.

In these sentiments my friends, Mr. Leyne and
Mr. O'Donoghue, most warmly coneur, and as a
slight testimony of their truth, we beg your accept-
ance of the accompanying hook; the only one we
can procure in time for Father O’Carroll’s depar-
ture.

1 know you will not judge of our feclings from
the poverty of the present, many a plain coarse
store in our old green church-yards commemorates
more virtue than the gilded costly effigies that
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crowd the Cathedral aisles of rich and noble cities;
and there is more heart, God knows, in these poor
church-yards, on funeral days, than ever throbbel
in the glittering wake of kings and princes.
With sincere esteem and gratitude,
Believe me, my dear Miss Mackey,
Yours most faithfully,
Tuosxess Faaxcis Meacues.

And this generous and noble-hearted woman
richly merited the praise of Mr, Meagher and his
fellow-prisoners, for when her brother, the late
lamented P.P. and his most estimable curate (since
alas | numbered with the dead,) refused to admit
them into the house, she overcame the fears of both,
and would not allow dinner to be served to them
in the fields, but had them bronght in and seated
at her own table; and when they were exposed to
the danger of death from cold and famine, was to
them a ministering angel, solicitous for their wants
and watehful for their safety.
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NOTES

(Nulo 1, page 8.)

Mr. Dillon escapod in o eailing veeael, froon the westorn coast,
bound for Americn, disgoised as o Prisst.  The captain, who was
glad to have a clergyman on bonrd, invited Lim to the cabin and
to his own table. No person knew lLim save one—this was P. J.
Smith-—who hud been a Oonfederato himsolf, and was now in the
tamo dangen ug Mr. Dillon, Whon they had reached abont mid.
way a couple smongst the passengors wished to be nnited in mar-
rinze, and hoped his reveronce would kindly perform the eore-
mony. Ho was perplexed for some time, but soon contrived to
oxtrionte himsolf from hia diffeult position. After & ninute in-
quiry, be found the parties could not be married without g dis.
pensation from the Bishop, aud that it was thereforo nocesary ta
postpone the ecremony till they would lave landed in Amorics,

(Note 2, page8.)

This was to b tha eentral moeting.place, from whence thoy
were o pracead to Killkenny, saizo on the eattle at the show, and
mako the Lord Lieutonant and the Dukes of Cambridge aud Lein.
ster prisoners, and rotain them os hostages.

{Note 3, page 11.)

Tho circumstances nttending tho first meeting of O'Donoghuo
und Stophens nre so peouliar that I consider them ﬂeserriu; of
notice. As soon as O'Donoghus heard that S, O"Brion had rised
the standard of revolt in Tipperary, he paid a visit to Newgata to
Gavan Duffy, who gave him a lettar for S, O'Brien, to be delivered
to him with his own hand. He started for Kilkenny, and arrived
thers late on Hondl.y evening. Hewns entirely a stranger in the
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Eawn, and soazht infurmation from tho waiter of the botel, tell.

ing him at the eamo time that he had o letier for Mr. O'Brian,

. which it was important ho should deliver guickly. The waiter,

thinking he was a dotactive, went out on some protext, and rau to
tha club-room to communicate his suspicions to tho members. It
being late, all had left except Btophens and anothor—a town
councillor. Stephens desired him to return and keep him in con-
veraabion for soma time, and that ho wonld be with him very soon,
Armed with a case of pistols, ho went to tho holel, conversal
with 0'Donoghue for some time, and at a signal from tho waiter
that the coast was clear, he presented u pistol at his head, ordered
him to seccompany him, and to consider himseli his prisonocr.
O'Donoghue had no alternative—a car was in readiness, on which
all three mountad, viz.: Stephens, O'Donoghus, sad the town
conngillor. Pussing through Thurles O'Donoghue was recogaised
by P. J. Smith, who recornmended him to Stephens as an honest
Confederate, and no detective, On which hie obtained hia liberty.
They reached Cashel about 10 o'clock on Tussday, jnst as 8. 0'B.
was proparing to leave for Killenauloand Mullinahone. 0'Dono-
ghuo dulivered the letter—tho celobrated lotter whiok was after.
wards abstracted from his portmanteau, and brought on tha
Under-Secratary so much obloquy and censure.

(Note 4, page 86.)

I have no intemtion of detracting from the merita of s
Leadors taken individually, I believe thay were all brave men, anl
that there was not a recreant amongst them. Every ono who vo-
lunteored to join the movement, know the perils which ho encoun-
tored, and the penalties which he incurred, and that his first step
on sueh o pourse in ecnse of failure, was at the risk of his life, .
There was no lack of courago or patriotism amongst them, but as
a body, they were utterly contemptible and unqualified for such
an enterprise. Not ons of thom was asquuinted with military
scienes, nor fit to lead a regiment, much less an army into the
field, Tt has been often zaid, that an army of uin.gn headad by &

H

Comhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann
Tipperary County Council



114

linm, is more formidable tlun an sy of lons commandoed by s
stag. Tuaken in o literal sense in the present instance, this is not
approprinta as amongst the chiels, at lenst there were no cowards;
but, if for cownrdico you substituts ignorance, or incapacity, it is
perfectly so, with this difference, that it applies oqually to both.
The chioftains, s well as their followers, were alike unakilful, and
undar such Leadors, to expose n defenceless and unarmed multi-
tuds, to disciplined troops wonld ba to commit them toindiscrimi.
nato slanghter. When I say they could fight badly, T wish to sig-
nify that they embarked in this fearful struggle, without due pre-
paration, and neglected to compare their own resources with the
forces nrrayed against them ; unlike the wise king spoken of in the
Grospel, who, when lie saw “that his enemy had twice as many
men ab his command, and that he was unable to contend with him,

eent him an embasey of peace, and wished to be reconciled with
liim,

(Nute 5, puge 22.)

At this time, and for many years past, Mr. Prenderzast wos
of weak mind. Ilo was nover an ardent politician, and was now,
«quite indifferent concerning such mattors. Ho loved excitoment
and for this, he would join cither party, or both.  Hearing of &
great gathering at Mullinahone, hie hastened thither, and having
met the procession on the way, ho took his place at its head.
"I'here waa great joy, for though a P. P. only in name, he would
have increased their influence very much with the people, had not
its effoct been counteracted o few hours later in the day, by Mr.
O'Brien's ill-omenad speech ab Ballingarry. Hisneosssion to their
rinks was not of long duration, for in n fow days after he visited

the camp at Ballingarry, and folt quite as happy with the military
as with the insurgents.

(Nota 6, page97.)
O! this the following anecdote, which I heard from a person of
the samo districh, alorda a propf.  Onae day in his wanderings
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through the hills of Kiluamanagh. Mr, Mesgher entered the cabin
of & poor mountaineer just us they were ahout sitting down to din-
nar, such ag it was, very humble indeed, yet with truo Irish hos-
pitality, no leas visiblo in offering o portion of their poor and
scanty fars, than at the eostly and luxurious tables of the rich.
This was profuced by an exprossion of regret, that it was not bet-
tor and more suitable for him, and as * hunger is good sauce,” ho
cheerfully accepted the invitation. During the meagre repast, the
apostle of revolution eonsidered it a fitting opportunity to inveigh
ngainst the Government and their ralers, who, by bad snd oppressivo
laws, reduced o nobla peasantry to such misery. He expected, of
courze, 8 sympathetic answer, imprecations against such tyranny,
with a vow to riss against it a8 one man, as soon as the presont
movement was suficiently matared to roquireit. e was howevar
disappointed, for the man of the house simply said, poor as it is
wo prefer it, and-are content, for we know the Government will
nol lot ud starve. 'This answer pained Mr. Meaghor exceedingly.

(Note 7, page 10.)
TROGRAMME OF MR, MEAGHER'S IRISH REPUNLIC,

1. Whole and absclute independance of England,

2. Doclaration of an Trish Republie.

3. Politieal equality of all creeds.

4, Confiseation of the property of all found in arms azairsl the

Irish Republie.

5. Tmmediate formation of a National Guard, into which the

military and police were admissible.

6. Striet observance of all private and commercial contracts,

%. Contributions in money and kind to be levied on the faith of

the Irish Republie.

8. Oblivion of all distinctions of raco and eread.

Dohony was for taking tho money from the banks of Carrick
and Clonmel in case thoss towns wera taken, and K—— waa for
taking hostages from the aristocracy and their abettors, and evory
means of sustenance,
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(Note 7, continued.)

Contemporaneously with tho issus of this proclamation the
groen flagwasto bohoisted from the tower on St. Patrick'srock. Ii
34 nesdless to romark, that neither was the greon flag hoisted, nor
the proclamation issued.  Whether such an event will ever coma
to puss is a qnostion, the solution of which rests with the Govera-
ment, and which will depend chiefly on- their wisdom or impru-
dence.

(Note 8, page 78.)

Besides two killod, o great many received gun-shob wonnds—
amongst others, Cavanagh wns disabled by a bullet reccived in
the leg, and was taken on a litter to & neighbouring house, where
hie lay concealed till night, when he was romoved to a more distant
and gafer place. Stophens was not wounded on this day, though
it was otherwise reported. I meb him after the firing hiad ceasod,
and lio appearcd us usual in his whole skin.

(Note 9, page 123.)

In pago 15 of lis pamphlet, in reply to ming, Mr. Trant eays,
quoting these words : “ It was ungratoful in Father Fitzgerald to
misraprosent me, who gave him his tify, which I could have legally
taken” Thisreminds ane of the fable of the fox and the stork,

And at pago 4 ho saya: “Had I then known that Carroll was
in collusion with him, I would dscidedly have shot him on the
spot.” From which it appears that if Carroll and T escaped with
our lives, on that occasion, wo aro less indebted to the clemeney
or gratitnda of Mr. Trant than to the merciful interposition of
Divine Providence,
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APPENDIX.

As the following letter may throw additional Jight on
the subject, it is now republished, having been written
by me, soon after the insurrection :—

10 THY EDITOR OF THE FEELMAN,
Ballingarry, 15th November, 1848,

Bir—As tho part which I took in the affair at Farrinrory bas
boan mush misropresented, and that, instead of a peace-maker, I
have boen considered o partisan, you will be so good as to allow
me, throngh the columna of the Freoman, to saya foew words in
golf-defence, ospecinlly as my motives and conduct, which, what.
ever bo their merit, ought to be referrad exclusively to mysclf, are
by an inference ns illogical s it is unjust, charged upon the
whole order to which I have the nnmerited honour to belong.

In tho first place, with regard to my motives, I must say that
they could not be partial or previously formed, as it was my fixod
resolution not to interfere in this long expected “outbreak”—to
look on with melancholy and painful, but silevt, indifference—and
not to bo implicated in the movement at all, either for or against
it. 'This determination I had come to beecanse I detested alike
Whiggery and Young Irelandism. The principles of both, how
over opposite, seemed to me equally pernicious, so that whichever
would be vanquished, Ireland would be a gainer, and if both po.
rished (I mean the parties, not the men) we might entertain a hope
of her resurrection. And, with regard to the former, my hatred
of it arose from the recollection of the misery to which the
peoplo were reduced by their misgovernment during the last two
years, the sufferings which they af present endure, and the pros.
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poct of being subjected to still greater ealamities during the coming
winter, when they are threatened with the double scourze of pes-
tilence and famine, withont much hopo of sympathy or aid from
otherd to alleviate those evils, In the scenes through which thoy
have passed they exhibited proofs of patient endarance to which
the records of time afford no parallel—which no other nation, in
siruilar circumstanoces, would submit to—anid, to expect that the
sumo gystomatio disregard of the lives of the people could be con-
tiuaed without any effort to resist it, would be to admit that we
knew bt little of the feclings and passions of human naturs and
of the examples of terrible retribution to be mot with at every
period of the history of the world. For this reason it sppeared
to mo thot any exhortation to farther patisnce was quite unneces.
gary, as they alrendy eminently excellod othersin the practice of
this virtus, cven thoso who would undertake to instruct them.
No one could be more anxious to inouleate the observance of
the luws, respect for the throns, and obedience to all legitimate
authorily, belioving, as I do, that every power is from God, and
that our obedience should be the dictate of conscience, not tho
result of necessity. But all logislation should be for the common
gooll. To this fundamental law every other should be referred.
Bulus populi suproma lww, On this basis the whola fabrie of
society, to be permanent, should bo orected; or, if built on any
other, it will be agitated and wrecked by every tempest. Lawa
should not be made for any ereed or class, but for the benefit of
all, without any distinetion of sect or party. Is this the character
of British logialation for thia country ? Can it bo sssumed of the
boasted wisdom of the imperinl parlinment, that it consults im-
partially for the general welfare of the whols state ?—or, rather
i not its whole spirit, in logislating on Irish subjects, to sacrifice
tho interista of the many to those of o few—to direct the whole
current of national wealth into the coflers of landlordism—and
for this purposs, in violation of the laws of nature nud of God, to
roduco the population to & conveniont standard by extermination
and famine? As such a course, therefore, seems to me to he

B
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sdapted to exasperate the people, and to provoke them to rebellion,
whether designed to do so or not, 1 formed the resolution to fuke
no paing to suppress it, lest [ may counternct the intention of our
ralers, or incur their displonsura.

And, with regard to Young Irelandism, [ must say that I naver

had any connexion or sympathy with it. I believed its leaders,
for the most part, to bo chivalrous, self-dovoted, and sincere, hut
greatly mistaken. T always considered that their doctrines had a
necessary tendency to ecivil war ; and, a8 o minister of religion and
of pease, T folt bound to disconntenance them. Even pradence,
and » concern for the people's lives, if Thadnot other and higher
motives, would not allow me to encourage what I thouglit to be
n rash and ruinouns attempt at rebellion ; and, in whatever light
my eonduet on that ocossion may be viewod, either now or Lisre-
after, to myself it will be nlways a subject of proud conscionsness
that my offorts contributed to chesk the progress of a movemant
which, withont boing productive of any advantage, wonld have de-
laged the country with blood.
* To bo convinead of this, it will be just enongh to compare the
condition of England at the time with oura. She hal amongst us
& powerful police force, nugmentad and orgaunized for the antici-
pated outbreak—a considerallo number of our population willing
and ready to arm in hor conse—disengaged from war elsewhore,
and at peace with the world, ghe conld concentrate against us, on
the shortest notics, her undiminished resources om sea und land.
To this Ireland, impoverished and famine.stricken, could only
oppose an emacisted, half-starved population, bent to the earth
by years of unexamplod misery, unuble to earcy not only arma,
but themselves ; without atroasary, without ammunition, withont
food ; destitate of all that could render them formidablo, to an
enemy, and possessed of everything that could make them alject
and contemptible. [ am not for p contest gt all ; but if I were,
it would not be snoh o contest at this, in which all the chances
ara on ona side, and nono at all on the other,

-England will not be always equally disembarrassed, Diffoulties
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may yob come upon her, when Ireland, instesd of raceiving, may
dictato terms, and entirely disclaim the legislative connaction with
her good sister.  Such a case oecurrad before, and may again—it
is posdible at least—when she may have canse to lament the con-
sequenced of her misgovernment; for if a heavy retribution does
not wwait lier, T would bs almost disposed to doubt the existence
of nn all-ruling Providence, or find it very difficult to reconsile o
a long impunity of the most giguatic crimes with the constaut and
immutable decraes of eternal justica,

I thought it proper to state so far my political creed, b3 show
that I had no inclination to be pumbered on that oecasion with
either party,—as little dispasal to be n policoman as o “rabel,”
and ouly to bo & madintor batween both, that I may put o stop
to hostilities for the prasent, an1 provent, if prssible, tho eTsioa
of blood. Whather the part T aftarwards taok in the transastion
was in accordsuce with this rasalution, will appear’from a plaia
unbinssod narrative of faots,

On Saturday, the day of this ocourransn, on which it is usual
with the elerzy to attend in their chapels, I happened to ba at
Ballingarry, when, betwean ten and eloven o'clock, a considazalla
body of police passed by on their way to the Commons, whera
Smith O'Brian had arrived tho evoning bofora. It baing kaowa
that ho would not allow himself to be arreatod naless by forcs,
snd s it was therefore cortain that o battls must ensno, I left the
chapel snd moved on slowly in the samo direction. Tlere were
erowds along the road, a3 was to be oxpected on an occasion of so
much excitemont, without any intention, ns far as I could discover,
of baing at all concerned in the affray, but observing attentively

the motions of the police, a4 the whola line of way is visille,’

from the village to tha Commons, 'The hearts of many, no doubt,
thirobbed with painful anxiety for the safoty of o mun, who withe
out any provious n~juaintanco, had thrown himself unexpectadly
amonget thom, who, regardless of the dignity of birth znd station
unmindful of the ties of family nnd kindred, of the happiness and
endearing attashment of homa, preferred to take his plage amongst

|
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the poorast of the people, who wero told that all thesa sacrificos
were mals for them, und that lie was now prepared to lay down
hia lifo in their cpuse, In their foelings of sympathy for him I
confeds that I participnted largely, and though my chief ohject in
going waas to warn the people against any violation of the law, and
1o maindain the peacs of the parish, T was resolved to do so with.
out adding but as little as possible to the difficulties of his nlrendy
porilous circumstances. At the time there was not the slightost
apipeamuce that medintion of any kind was practicable, but it oe.
curred to me that events might take some unforseen turn to afford
#uch an opportunity, or, if not, that my assistance might bo of
uss £ the wounded and the dying. And such an opportunity did
afterwarls occur, for, as the Rav. Me. Meaghor and T wera talk-
ing on tho road side, o man rode up, of rather respectable appear-
ance, who joined in our conversatiun, told us that ho wos a police-
man,who had o message to Mr. Trant, and that, if we went with
him wo might altogether—he by his influence with the police, and
wi with the peoplo—Dbe able to propose terms of peace, and stop
tho firing which had commenced o fow minutes bofore, and was
then kept up without intermission. Accordingly, we at onee rodo
on with full speed, &Il wo arrived underneath Mrs. Cormiok's
“house, from which volleys of musketry still came forth, which
compelled us to tske shelter under cover of the fences, that in
this place enclosed tho rosd on both sides. Hers a large crowd
was assombled also for shelter, many of them greatly exeited,
who had _;nsttreturnad from the houss, whora ono man was shot
esd, and » considerable number severely wounded. I had and
understanding with Carroll, the policeman, that when he arrived
at the house, and would have spoken to the polica, ha would make
o signal for mo to go to him. In his fivet attempt to got up at
the rero of the houso, his danger was s great that ho was com.
pelled to return, In o second effort, however, Lo was more sue.
comful ; he mads bhis way up sufely, and after dolivering his
message and communicating with Mr, Trant, hoe gavo the signal
ngrood upon with me 5 come to him. 1 went up i front of ths
I
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house, and, having entorel the yard, inquired for tha offizer, who
appaared immediatoly at the upper window, and after ascertaining
who 1 was, and hearing that T was como to make peace, he ex-
pressed himself very thankful. Ha began to say that he was not
the nzgressor—that it waa not he that commenced hostilities—
thut ho would not have fired if ha were not atbucked; to which I
answored, that with whatover waa past I had nothing to do, that
my business was only to roconcils parties for the present, and to
provant farther mischief ; for which he thanked me again repeat.
odly. He then proceeded to say that his position was a strong
one—that the house was well fortifisd and provisioned, and that
ho could not bo conquerad unless it were burned, which, he was
sura, could not be casily offocted ; and that they would never sur-
render their arms but with their lives, These things he expressed
with groat rapidity snd vehemence, o soemod also much excited
for ha made use of violont gestures.  All the horrors of war seemed
present bo his imagination, for he said that in consequence of thia
rosistance to Nimaelf, houses woulld be lovelled with the ground,
towns and villages would bo burned; and the country subjected to
mactial law. As soon as I porceived there was any change of being
heard, I said: “Mer, Trant, what would you think if I could pra-
vail with the poopla and with Mr. O'Brien, whom I had not yot
consulted, to allow you and your men to go away with your arms
uninjurad #"  To which ho replied, that though ha felt very geate.
ful, and thongh he entertainod no doubt of my good disposition
ha considered himsalf more secure where he was; that ho knew
tho influence of priests was not so great now as heretefore, and
would not leare his present stronghold for suy protection that T
ecould promise him. Of course this answor rendered any further
attempt st mediation on my part quito unnecessary, as he did not
roquire it, and desmed himself more safe where he was than any
exertions of mine could make him.

This ie & simplo statement of the conversation that I had with
Mr. Trant which is so much at variance with the testimony atbri.
Lbuted o him on the state trials as to soem almost unaccountahle.

123

It may be that he was misundarstood by the reporter, or that, in
tho confusion in which he seemed to be while I was spesking to
hitn, lio forgot what ocourrad (for I do not suspect him of any wil-
ful misstatement;) but whatever may be the cause, certain it is
{hiat what is given in the newspapers is o tissue of falsehood from
boginaing to end, for the whole tenor of the published discourse
riskes mo ouly o ropresentative of the insurgent party, covertly
endeavouring to got the police into their power, and as the Chief
Juatioo expressod it, though he had evidenco of the contrary, alter.
nately making use of promises and threats to induce them to give
up their arme

Tt would bo ungratefnl, to saythe least of it, in Mr. Trant to
miseopresont me, who exposed mylifo to protéct his and to pro-
vont bloodshod ;® for in all probability, he owed his life then, and
doos ab this moment, to my interference ; and the great feats which
ho performed on that day would be for ever lost to tha world, or if
fold at all, they should have some other trumpoter besides the ge-
neral limself,

As ho was so thankful, and complimentary to mo in my pra:
sonce, whon ho was in the midst of danger, he enght not to erimi-
nato mo in my ahsence, when danger was faraway. For, if it had
not been within the sphere of my spiritual labours, whera religion
and humaonity required my sagistance, the affair nt Farrinrory
wonld have passed away without my personal Imowledze—I would
not be gaspected of being with the police or ngainst them, for the
government or opposed to it, for I conld not have been thero at
all. And this indifference, or, aa it-was ealled, hostility, was per-
footly understood by hoth, for Mr. O'Brien believod that his failure
was owing to the opposition of the clergy, and Mr. Trant eonsi-
dérod us, though somewhat disguised, no butter than Leaders of
tho insurroction, But it is alwnys the medistor’'s misfortune to dis-
plonso both sides, and this was exactly our case; for, throughout
the state trials there seemed to be, both on the part of the crown

Sea N.te 8.
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and on the part of the defence, a p diated intention to leava
us as much as possible the subjects of public odium—to give to
our efforts a false diroction, and to make our character to appear
anything but in ita troe light,

Carroll, who ought to know more of the whole proceedings than
any ono clse, being at one time linked with the crowd, and st an.
other in conversation with the police, and who was both honest
and willing enongh to deelare what he knew, was kept back, as if
through design, and his testimony elicited with much caution snd
vesorve ; whilst Mr, Trant, who was closely shut up the whola
time, and whose mind was entirely occupied with notions of his
Lis own prowess, and the glorifieation of the police, was drawn out
at groat length and placed in full relief.* But, whatever a pricst
does, he dasure to be maligned. This he expects fromlong experience,
and for thia he is prepared,  Yet; through good and evil report, his
eonduot is unchanged, uninflunced by the censure or applause of
men—ho pursucs the same undevinting course, guided only by a
eensa of duty and of the obligations he owes to God, to the people,
and the throne, of which, though reviled, he ia the firmest bulwark
snd tho best supporb.

Yours, faithfully,
P. FiTzGERALD,
® Soo Note 9.

Patnso¥ Jourt, Steam-Press Printer, 12, Rssex-stroet, Wast,
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