








have seen manifested lately in the meetings of and the applications to our committee for
employment on the public works”.

The terrible choices faced by famine victims are recounted. Michael Doheny, County
Tipperary’s leading Young Irelander, reported from Cashel (entry for 19 April 1847) that he
knew of three or four cases “where a father and mother went away by night and left three little
children, scarcely more than infants, to a person to be taken next morning to the poorhouse. It
may be said that this was cruel and unnatural, but those who sav so little know what that tather
and mother may have endured — how much they struggled to avoid this awful sacrifice”.
O Cathaoir comments: “this practice is quite widespread. Imagine the legacy of guilt and
bitterness which those people carry to America. They generally intend to send for their
children, if successful in the New World”.

William Smith O’Brien, M.P., leader of the Young Irelanders, is an important figure in this
book. He was a voice of sanity and reason who made compelling criticisms of government
family policy in the House of Commons. He became so exasperated by the failure of the
government to respond adequately to the famine that he was driven to rebellion at Ballingarry
in County Tipperary in 1848.

In this context it is worth noting with a gratitude (which, one hopes, will be shared by all
readers of the Tipperary Historical Journal) that in 1998 the government, led by Taoiscach, Bertie
Ahern, commemorated the 150th anniversary of Smith O’Brien’s Rising by acquiring the
“Warhouse” — scene of the Rising — on behalf of the nation. A permanent state exhibition under
Diichas on the Young Ireland movement (in the context of the famine, mass emigration, and
1848 as a year of revolution across Europe) is to be the centre-piece of the restoration of the
house which is now under way.

At the onset of the famine Smith O’Brien was Daniel O’Connell’s deputy leader in the Repeal
Association. In the diary for 9 December 1845 we find him warning the British government that
the Irish people will not lie down and die. He considered it the government’s duty to provide
work for the people. He informed the House of Commons (entry for 16 March 1846) that he had
seen families sitting down to a meal of potatoes “which any member of the house would be
sorry to offer his hogs”. He wanted parliament to compel absentec lrish landlords to return to
their estates to do their duty by the people.

The diary entry for 20 April 1846 begins: “William Smith O’Brien believes there would be no
famine if Ireland was self-governing”. “How different would have been the conduct of an Irish
government and an lIrish parliament”, Smith O’Brien asserts. “An Irish government would
have summoned an Irish parliament to meet in November [1845] last, to consider the steps
necessary to meet the unforeseen calamity, instead of coupling measures of cocrcion and relief

. out of the resources of Ireland they would have made preparations to prevent famine
among the people”. Smith O’Brien stated that he would hold British ministers responsible for
premature loss of life. It was monstrous, Smith O’Brien contended, to talk of the rights of
property when people were starving.

O Cathaoir’s entry for 27 April 1846 records: “Outside Clonmcl, four or five thousand of the
unemployed and destitute poor attack Mrs. Shanahan’s mill in Marlfield and carry off several
sacks of flour. The military is called out to protect property. As the soldiers march through
Clonmel, with mounted artillery, they are passed by at least 250 carts laden with flour for
export (the property mainly of Messrs. Grubb and Sargent) coming from Cahir, under a heavy
escort of cavalry and infantry. The barges leave Clonmel once a week [for Waterford], with the
export supplies under convoy which . .. consisted of two guns, fifty cavalry and eighty infantry
escorting them on the banks of the Suir as far as Carrick”.
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This same diary entry records Smith O’Brien’s comment that “The circumstance which
appeared most aggravating was that the people were starving in the midst of plenty, and that
every tide carried from the Irish ports corn sufficient for the maintenance of thousands of the
Irish people”. O Cathaoir subsequently quotes from Smith O'Brien’s journal written in penal
exile in Tasmania (and recently edited by Richard Davis), wherein he did indeed hold the
British government responsible for the “premature extinction” of one million Irish people . . .
“Englishmen and their rulers calmly contemplate without self-reproach the havoc which they
have permitted, if they have not caused it — nay some of their Jeading statesmen deem it a
subject of congratulations that so large a proportion of its inhabitants has been removed from a
country which they considered overpeopled and hostile”.

Brendan O Cathaoir and his publisher are to be congratulated on bringing this diary — a most
useful and accessible work of public remembrance on the most tragic period in Irish history —
to readers in permanent form.

Thomas McGrath

The diocese of Killaloe, 1850-1904. By Ignatius Murphy. (Four Courts Press, Dublin, 1995).
527 pages. £30.

This is the final volume of the late Monsignor Ignatius Murphy’s trilogy on the history of the
diocese of Killaloe from 1700-1904. The earlier volumes: The diocese of Killaloe in the eighteenth
century (Dublin, 1991), and The diocese of Killaloe, 1800-1850 (Dublin, 1992), were reviewed in this
journal in 1992 and 1993 respectively.

The scale of the author’s achievement is now clear, as this work maintains the standard set in
the other books. Dr. Murphy’s historical methodology is scholarly and constructively critical; it
is not hagiographical. He places the history of Killaloe diocese very much in the context of the
general history of Ireland and it is all the better for that. In this comprehensive work it is hard
to point to anything which the author has overlooked. There are many useful insights;
invariably he has a telling detail which is just right.

The national synod of Thurles in 1850 provides a starting point for the author. It issued a
synodical address which condemned, in scathing terms, the widespread evictions of the later
famine years. The poor, it stated, were “frequently the victims of the most ruthless oppression
that ever disgraced the annals of humanity . . . we see them treated with a cruelty which would
cause the heart to ache if inflicted on the beasts of the field . . . . The desolating track of the
exterminator is to be traced in too many parts of the country .

Interdenominational relations were worse than usual in the 1850s and 1860s. The synod of
Thurles recommended the holding of missions to counteract the activities of Protestant
missionary societies. Missions were common in Killaloe diocese in the 1850s. Mission crosses
were erected in the grounds of the parish church as a permanent reminder of the mission and
these are the subject of an appendix. It is interesting that the inspiration for these missions was
to counter a perceived pastoral threat rather than to remedy pastoral deficiencies.

Michael Flannery, who became bishop of the diocese in 1859, suffered a health breakdown;
from 1863 he spent the rest of his episcopacy in Paris. He was almost forgotten in Killaloe as the
diocese was governed by a series of coadjutors, but he remained bishop until his death in 1891.
Flannery outlived two of his three coadjutors. In 1871, Cardinal Cullen was prepared to block
the appointment of Thomas McRedmond as coadjutor bishop on the grounds that his mother, a
widow, and two of his sisters had married Protestants (pp 81-82). McRedmond eventually
became coadjutor bishop in 1889. After 1850 the lay voice in the church was largely inaudible.
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Cullen dominated the third quarter of the nincteenth century. As Dr. Murphy asserts, where
O’Connell had been able to question episcopal policy within the church over forty years, there
was now no strong lay voice.

Dr. Murphy devotes a chapter to priests, politics and fenians in the 1850s and 1860s. He
acknowledges the work of Dr. James O’Shea throughout the book. Priests were very critical in
county elections to parliament. Candidates did not have any hope of success without the
support of the clergy. The execution of the McCormack brothers in 1858 may have led to
support for fenianism in Tipperary. Fenianism was stronger in mid and south than in north
Tipperary. This was clearly seen in the voting for O’Donovan Rossa and Kickham. On the
church’s hostility to the fenians, Dr. Murphy writes: “The fenians had ignored denunciations by
the church authorities, assisted by the fact that the Irish clergy had become so involved in
politics that there could be confusion between their political roles and their roles as moral
teachers” (pp 254-5).

Thomas Croke expressed concern in 1864 that “emigration will leave us soon, I fear, without
any Catholic population at all . . .”. The ratio of priests to people improved dramatically in the
second half of the nineteenth century. By 1900 the average size of a parish had been reduced
from the 7,000-8,000 of the mid-1840s to 2,000-3,000. The church made great strides forward in
all areas towards uniformity and conformity, though traditional superstitions were not entirely
eradicated. “ ‘Pishoges” concerning milk, butter and eggs survived strongly in some places
throughout the nineteenth century and were still very much alive in a few parts of West Clare
over one hundred years after . . . 1868” (p. 280). Church-building continued apace. Nenagh
church was the first church built in the diocese of Killaloe in the nineteenth century. Terryglass
church was unique in being financed completely by a local family, the Hickies of Slevoir House.
New religious orders came into the diocese, marking a huge contrast with the position in 1800.
The foundation of the Cistercians in Roscrea is examined (pp 150-154).

The diocese college, St. Flannan’s, opened in 1881. Dr. Murphy writes: “The rule requiring all
candidates for the diocesan priesthood in Killaloe to receive their secondary education at the
diocesan college also had an unforeseen consequence by further narrowing the social group
from whom the diocesan priests were drawn” (p. 115). Three-quarters of all clerical students
went to Maynooth, the rest to the Irish College, Paris (where there was a long Killaloe
tradition), with a few going to Rome.

By the end of the nineteenth century the “modern Irish Church” model had been well
established in Killaloe. The author concludes that a person born in Killaloe diocese in 1890
could see little change in his parish during a lifctime lasting until the early 1960s — a period
characterised by “a stability which lasted so long that, arguably, it led eventually to stagnation”
(p. 283).

There are very few errors of fact or typography in this work. Howcever, the Nation newspaper
was founded in 1842, not 1843 (p. 202). There is an element of repetition from the first and
second volumes in the overview of the bishops in chapter thirteen. Appendices on chapels and
churches built or renovated between 1850 and 1904 and also on priests’ obituaries are
continuations of appendices in the earlier volumes and are extremely useful, the latter
especiallv as a genealogical resource. Taken as a whole, this work constitutes an important
contribution to national church history and is an indispensable source for the regional
historian. There is plenty to interest the reader who resides in that part of Killaloe diocese
which lies within County Tipperary. Undoubtedly the trilogy constitutes the standard work on
Killaloe diocese over the two centuries in question.

Thomas McGrath
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A Tipperary Landed Estate: Castle Otway 1750-1853. By Miriam Lambe. Maynooth Studies in
Local History, Number 17 (Irish Academic Press, 1998). 45 pp. £5.95.

For some years, Maynooth has not only been running a very successful post-graduate course
in local history but has to date published, in a series of twenty pamphlets, some of the results of
that research. (The twentieth pamphlet and of interest to Tipperary readers, a study of marriage
and property in eighteenth century Limerick, by the English historian T.C. Barnard, is an
exception to this.) The pamphlet under review is the first in the series to deal with Tipperary
history.

The Otways were one of those Tipperary landed families who owed their position to an
ancestor having served in the army of Cromwell. By the mid-nineteenth century the family had
some six-and-a-half thousand acres near Nenagh. After the Act of Union the family was largely
absentee but continued to have an impact on the region. The only member of the family to
make a bigger than local “splash” was Robert Otway Cave, who represented the county at
Westminster in the late 1830s and early '40s. Given the circumstances of the founding of the
family in Ireland, this gentleman’s politics were progressive enough to earn from the great
O’Connell such lavish praise as “the House of Commons does not contain a man of more pure,
honourable and patriotic mind”.

This study, because of the availability of sources, starts around 1750 and closes in 1853 with
the sale of the property in the Encumbered Estates Court. It therefore goes from famine to
famine, along the way charting a local response to the economic ups and downs of a century or
so. The story is told in three sections. The first deals with the estate during the second half of
the eighteenth century and centres on Thomas Otway (1731-86) as landlord, making the case
that in his relations with his tenants he has been too harshly judged.

[t is not made clear to what extent he was an “improving” landlord, a matter on which
perceptions of harshness or benevolence very much depend. Given the scanty nature of source
material, the writer’s discussion of the role of agents is of interest. The agent in 1827 writing to
his boss in London, confessing his inability to sort-out a particular problem and asking Otway
Cave to come home for at least a week, cannot have impressed. It appears that the agent in
question did not keep his job for long.

The second section deals with the latter part of the period and, with more sources available,
the emphasis is placed on the tenantry. The writer’s claim that labour on the estate was
provided not just by cottiers but by tenant farmers needs clarification. The statement that
MacCarthy of Springhouse (not “Springfield”) was a middleman on the Butler (Cahir) estate, is
not correct. The example cited of a landlord in 1847 using tenant right as a spur to emigration
deserves more detailed treatment. The extent to which the “Ulster Custom” was in operation
outside that province has not been sufficiently noted in general works on the period.

It may well be that the demands of the format of this series constrain the writers to omit
some of their research. The relationship between thesis and pamphlet is not clear. Perhaps the
writer will address some of these topics in a future issue of this journal. Another topic of great
interest is the impact of population increases on the estate. The notion that cottiers did not form
a significant element on the estate prior to the Famine seems exceptional. The surrender of a
lease in 1834 is mentioned, which added around 34 tenants to the direct control of the estate.
Were these holdings viable? What was the history of evictions on the estate during the late
1840s? Do the unpublished, limited but detailed official records of evictions in the National
Archives provide any information on this?

The third section of this study looks at the Castle Otway/Templederry community in the
contexts of education, religion and (being Tipperary) the ready application of violence as a
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merchanism of protest. In trying to recover something of the lives of ordinary pcople during
the carly decades of the nineteenth century the writer faces the difficulty at the heart of all such
attempts, namely the fact that the sources allowing the most intimate glimpses of such lives, the
records of crime, by definition do not concentrate on ‘normal’ life and are generally geared to
an official perspective.

For example, in 1847, a caretaker on the Otway estate and a man seemingly known
personally by Mrs. Otway Cave, was murdered. This individual had been (was?) a notorious
faction leader and perhaps his death was no more than his past catching up with him. As the
writer makes clear, an incident like this prompts a host of questions but allows no more than a
picket of answers.

This study of a Tipperary family and their estate is a welcome addition to the not very large
but thankfully growing body of well researched Tipperary history. As one would expect, it has
maps, tables, source citations and a photograph of the ruins of Castle Otway. Hopefully, now
that a start has been made, further pamphlets in this series will illuminate other aspects of the
county’s historyv.

Denis G. Marnane

Notices

God be with the Chimneys of Cappawhite. By Bob Conway (The Central Press, Bray, Co.
Wicklow, 1998). 193 pages. £8.99.

The author, born in Cappawhite in 1926, left it in 1954 and worked as a pharmacist, but these
affectionate memoirs suggest that he never really left the community of his youth. His father
was principal of the Vocational School in that village for many years and in a very anecdotal
style, the sights, scenes and characters of a vanished era are revived.

Jack Judge the Tipperary Man. By Verna Hale Gibbons (Sandwell Community Library Service,
1998). 316 pages. £11.60.

It’s a Long Way to Tipperary, one of the best known songs of the 20th century, was written
by Jack Judge (1872-1938), whose first biography this is, produced as part of a flowering of local
history in the British West Midlands. Written in a breathless style, this book tells all one might
need to know (and more) about the man who made Tipperary famous.

The Centenary Co-operative Creamery Society Ltd: A Century of Co-operative Endeavour
1898-1998. By Raymond Smith (Mount Cross Publishers, Dublin, 1998). 176 pages. £5.

This mix of social and economic history does what the title indicates. There are lots of
photographs and an index.

The Roscrea Conference: Celebrating 25 Consecutive Years 1987-1999. (Roscrea People). £5
postage paid.
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A 36-page commemuorative booklet, no author acknowledged — but no prize for guessing his
identity, concealed behind that of “Editorial Assistant Carmel Cunningham”. A worthwhile
souvenir; but only while stocks last.

Full Tide - a miscellany. By Michael Coady. (Relay Books, Tyone, Nenagh, 1999). 182 pages,
£12.65.

The sub-title tells it all — prose, poetry, autobiography and (incredibly) a photograph of a
Carrick woman born 214 years ago,who died 142 years ago!

The Life and Times of a Railwayman: Limerick Junction 150 Years On. By P. ]. Slattery
(Published by the author, 1998). 257 pages. £10.

This attractively produced and well illustrated account of the well-known railway station is a
mixture of railway history and personal experiences, by a man whose working life and that of
his father were spent on the railway. All aspects of life in Limerick Junction are entertainingly
dealt with by this writer.

Growing Up in Carefree Days: Life in Rural Ireland as it was. By Pat Slattery (The Rose Press,
Garryroon, Cahir, 1998). 190 pages. £6.

Written by the well-known rose grower, who was born in Rehill near Cahir in 1916, onc of
ten children. Written in a colloquial style, this memoir has a very strong sense of family, rooted
in place.

The Famine in the Kilkenny/Tipperary Region: A History of the Callan Workhouse and Poor
Law Union, 1845-1852 (Callan Heritage Society, 1998). 102 pages. £6.50.

This is a very well produced book, the front cover photograph being particularly evocative.
Most of the text was written by John Walsh and there is a section on the Famine in
Slieverardagh by Dr. William Nolan. Many of the official voices are allowed speak for
themselves.

Boherlahan-Dualla Historical Journal, 1998. Edited by Peter Meskell and Marian Ryan
(Bohcerlahan/Dualla Historical Journal Society, 1998). 106 pages.

For a small historical society covering a small geographical area, this is an ambitious
publication, for which the society in question deserve congratulations. Among the articles of
interest are accounts of Andrew Finn, author of books on Cashel Corporation and The Rock;
the building of the railway line from Goolds Cross to Cashel 100 years ago and something of
the history of the Max and Phillips families of Gaile. This publication also carries a well-judged
sclection of photographs. Hopefully, a second issue will be forthcoming.

Catherine Mahon, First Woman President of the INTO. By Sile Chuinneagain (INTO, 1998).
232 pages. £5.
The subject of this study was born in Laccah in North Tipperary in 1869 and became the first
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woman president of INTO in 1912-13. While concentrating on INTO matters, this study also
offers much of interest with respect to issues of gender a century or so ago.

Newport, Co. Tipperary: The Town, Its Court and Gaols. By William ]. Hayes (Lisheen
Publications, Roscrea, 1999). 72 pages. £5.

Written to commemorate the restoration of the bridewell in Newport, this booklet is more
than an account of that building. It gives an overview of law and order in the district in the 19th
century. It is well illustrated with clear black and white photographs, maps and — a particular
feature — sketches. A very attractive publication.

The Church of SS. Michael & John, Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary: A Centenary History
(Local Committee, 1999). 56 pages. £3.

In the late 19th century, Cloughjordan was the only town in the diocese of Killaloe not to
have a Catholic church. People had to attend the church at Grawn, some two miles from the
town. This George Ashlin designed church was built in Cloughjordan a century ago at the end
of around £15,000. A feature of the church is glass by Harry Clarke and Evie Hone. This booklet
also has a selection of photographs of aspects of local life.

How We Were - in the parish of Kilbarron-Terryglass, Co. Tipperary. By Bridie O’Brien
(Relay Books, 1999). 396 pages. £12.

The writer, a native of Coolbawn, returned home in 1976 after many years working as a
teacher in England. This book is a labour of love and covers all aspects of local life. It is well
illustrated, with a good index.

A Biographical Dictionary of Tipperary. By Martin O)’'Dwyer (Folk Village, Cashel, 1999). 444
pages. £20.

A substantial attempt on Tipperary lives with an emphasis on military careers, compiled
from standard sources.

From Bun Ciamalta Vale to New South Wales. By Roger Kennedy (Relay Books, 1999). 136
pages. £4.95.
The autobiography of a North Tipperary priest (1916-94), who worked in Australia (1943-91).

Thurles: A Guide to the Cathedral Town. By William J. Hayes (Lisheen Publications, Roscrea,
1999). 54 pages. £3.50.

This is the second short modern guide to Thurles (the first, by Donal O’Gorman, appeared in
1984) and with its attractive combination of text, maps, photographs and drawings, delivers a
very palatable history of the “Cathedral Town”. This guide also includes a description of the
numerous commemorative plaques about the town and a listing of Thurles writers, past and
present.
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Cahir: A Guide to Heritage Town and District. By David J. Butler (Cahir Tourism-Heritage
Association, 1999). 48 pages. £2.00.

Surprisingly, for a town with such an interesting history (not to mention many heritage
buildings), Cahir has long lacked a suitable guide book - a deficiency remedied by the
publication of this walking tour. While aimed at visitors, this booklet has much to sav to locals,
giving a depth of fascinating detail, while ensuring that visitors do not feel patronised by bland
generalities. A feature of the guide is the use of evocative line drawings by Derck Ryvan  a
whole series of sketches in place of the more usual photographs. Places of interest in Cahir
district are also described. Additionally, this booklet has a biographical dictionarv of famous
sons and daughters of Cahir and a guide to tracing Cahir ancestors.

Lackeen: a late medieval and later settlement in Tipperary North Riding. I'dited by Tom
Conduit and Gabriel Cooney (Archacological Treland, PO Box 69, Bray, Co. Wicklow, 1999).
6 pages. £2.50.

This is Heritage Guide No. 6 of this attractive and excellent series. It describes a neglected
historical site, just off R438 ncar L.orrha, once an O’Kennedy stronghold.

St. Ailbe’s Heritage — a guide to the history, genealogy and towns of the archdiocese of
Cashel & Emly (Tipperary Heritage Unit, 1999). 124 pages. £6.

This is a report and update of a guide first published in 1994. Tt was compiled by FAS
trainees at the centre in Tipperary town housing parish records from the diocese of Cashel &
Emly. Apart from brief accounts of Cashel, Thurles, Templemore and Tipperary, there are short
sketches of notable personalities. Given its publisher, unsurprisingly, the main focus of the
guide is an introduction to diocesan “roots”.

St. Michael’s Parish Church, Tipperary. By Denis G. Marnane (St. Michael’s Press, Tipperary,
1999). 46 pages. £4.

This is a well illustrated (with some colour photographs by Frank Burgess) history of
Tipperary parish church, designed by J. |. McCarthy and built around 1860. The various
sections of the booklet deal with the building of the church, its interior, the stained glass and
burials in and around the church. Other aspects of parish history or activities are not dealt with.
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