

















lodge in 1768, two years before their names appear in the register at Grand Lodge, and we may
suppose that Griffith, who took part in the funeral, was alrcady a member of that lodge.

The masonic movement in the eighteenth century was somewhat more open than nowadavs.
We have seen that funerals were occasions for public display; the movement also publicised
itself with sponsorship of theatricals. The following,™ in which Amvas is again noted, is not an
isolated instance:

By command of the Master, Wardens, and Bretheren of the Antient and Honourable Socicty of Free
and Accepted Masons, belonging to No. 96 of Clonmell, and 484 of Feathard.

On Monday the 15th of Feb. instant, at the Theatre in Cashel, will be presented a Tragedy, called,
The REVENGE. With a Farce, called, The VIRGIN LNMASKLED. Before the Plav, a Prologuc in
Character of a Master Mason, by Brother 1TALL. With the Original Mason Songs, Chorusses, &c.,
&c. Admittance 2s. 2d. Tickets to be had of Amyas Griffith, Esyr. at Feathard, and of Mr. Hall, at
Mrs. Shea’s in Cashel. Feb. 12.

At a similar event” in Kilkenny masonic songs were sung betwcen the acts, and the masons
sat on the stage “in their proper clothing”.

With his post in the excise service Griffith would have been a respected member of the
community, and we find him in October 1770 being admitted to a trade guild at Clonmel,*
perhaps under the patronage of his masonic brother, George Robbins:

On Monday the first instant being Swearing-Day of the Guild of Merchants of Clonmell, George
Robbins, Esq; was sworn Master, and Amyas Griffith Fsq; was admitted to his frecdom, and sworn
a Common Council-man of that Guild.

A man of many parts, we see Griffith in perhaps his best light at Fethard, where he was
content, financially comfortable, conscientious and resourceful in his work, happv in his poetry,
and delighting and companionable in his sporting and masonic pursuits. We should also
remember him with gratitude for his apparent flair for publicity (of both sclf and organisations)
which has given us insights into life in eighteenth-century Co. Tipperary.
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