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The diary of Frederick Armitage of Noan for 1906 


By Denis G. Marnane 

This article looks at the background to the Noan estate, a property of about 2,000 acres 
situated a few miles south of Horse and Jockey. The estate lay in the civil parishes of 
Graystown and St. Johnbaptist in the barony of Slievardagh. The record of ownership of this 
property was typical of many such estates: upheaval in the seventeenth century, an orderly 
pattern of development in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, post-Famine sale and 
the introduction of new proprietors and finally adaptation to the land legislation at the turn of 
this century. Allowing a close-up of the workings of the estate in the twilight of the older order 
is the diary of its landlord for 1906. 

Historical background 

The core of the Noan estate was in the parish of Graystown and before the Cromwellian 
confiscation was in the hands of the Laffan family, one of a number of Anglo-Irish families who 
prospered in the shadow of the Butlers.' A smaller denomination, Ballygrehenny, was held by 
the Fennell family. 

Both of these proprietors were dispossessed in the 1650s and, following the Cromwellian 
plan to use the land of Slievardagh to satisfy the demands of his soldiers, these denominations 
were granted to one of his officers, Nathanial Taylor. This officer also obtained lands in the 
parish of Killenaule, but these were not part of the estate purchased from the Taylors in the 
mid-nineteenth century.2 

Unlike, for example, the barony of Kilnamanagh, which was also reserved for Cromwellian 
officers but which came to be dominated by just one family, the Maudes, Slievardagh had quite 
a concentration of settler families - Taylor of Noan, Sankey of Coolmore, Langley of 
Lisnamrock, Pennefather in Kilvemnon and Shepherd of Clashnasmut. All were descended 
from officer grantees. 

The Taylor property in time was divided between the descendants of the brothers Edward 
and Nathaniel, who were the fifth generation from the founder of the family in Ireland. The 
marriage alliances made by various members of the family very much reflected considerations 
of fishing in a familiar pond. Apart from the founder of the family, who married Susanna 
Lovelace of Galway, succeeding generations of the family stayed very much within the region 
with which they were familiar. 

Marriage alliances were made with the Bacons of Rathkenny, the Pennefathers of Newpark, 
the Langleys, the Jacobs, the Whites of Golden and (on two occasions) with the Hare family of 
Deerpark, Cashel. In what must have been very much a marriage of convenience Robert Taylor, 
the second generation of the family, married a daughter of the Cromwellian grantee of 
Graystown. 

In terms of its consequences one of the more significant marriages was that in 1819 between 
Anne Taylor and John Bagwell of Kilmore in the parish of Lisronagh, north of Clonmel. The 
Kilmore branch of the Bagwells was destined to be much less successful than their better­
known cousins at Marlfield. However, in the shorter term, with the death in 1828 of Bagwell's 
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